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HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Friday, Jan. 2, 1807, 

Lord GrENVILle prefcnted a Bill, entitled, '* An a£k 
for the Abolition of the Slave Trade,** which was read a* 
firft time. His Lordihip ftated that all he propofed at 
prefent was that the bill (hould be printed, and lie on the 
table a fufficient time to afford the opportunity of mature 
deliberation previoufly to its being difcufled. He would 
therefore at prefent fix no precife day for the fecond 
reading. 

Lord H AWKESBURY, Lord Eldon, and the Duke of 
Clarence, faid ^ few words, which indicated an intention 
on their parts of oppofing the bill in its future ftagcs. 

Wednesday, Feb. 4. 

* This day having been fixed for the fecond reading of the 
Bill for the Abolition of the Slave Trade, the order to 
that cff&Gt was read; when it was agreed that the 
Petitioners againft the bill fhould be heard by their 
counfel. Counfel were accordingly heard, viz. Mr, 
Alexander y on behalf of the Liverpool Merchants; Mr. 
Clarke, on. behalf of the Town and Corporation of IJver- 
pool, as Truftees of the Liverpool Dock*, Afr. Pfowcr^ 

A <^^ 



oil the part of the Weft Indian Planters and Merchants | 
and Mr. Scarlett^ for the Planters and Merchants interefted 
in the Ifland of Trinidad'. Each of the learned counfel 

{)ropoC^ct tQ call evidence to fubftantiate the cafe which he 
lad opened to the Houfe ; and, a nilotion having been 
made to that effeft, their Lordlhips determined the quef* 
tion in ^% ^eg^ive. The grounds of this deciGon, in the 
propriety of which all parties in the Houfe appeared to 
concur, were, firft, That it was unneceflary to adduce 
evidence to prove the intereft which Liverpool had in this 
iniquitous comm.erc«: the bill aflumed the exiftence of 
fuch an intereft^ .aod without fuch an intereft it would 
have been a very fuperfluous meafure of legiflature. 
Secondly, That with rei^<3k to the Weft Indian branch 
of the queftion, the learned counfel had not propofed to 
call witnefles to .prove any points which were the fait 
fubjefts of human teftimony, namely, fa£ls; but to exprefs 
under the folemn f^ftion of an oath^ their opinions and 
conjeftural fpeculations as to what would be the efFeck 
on the Weft Indies of the law propofed for aboliiOaing 
the Slave Trade. Such a proceeding it was thought 
would be liighly unbecoming the dignity of the Houfe, 
and incompatible with every received principle of legal 
evidence* 

The hearing of Counfel having occupied the Houfe to 
a» late hour,, it was agreed to defer the fecond reading of 
the Bill to the following day. 

THaRSl>AT, FEBltUARir 5* 

The order of the day for the fecond reading of the Bill 
for abolifhing the African Slave Trade having been read. 

Lord Grenville rofe, and addrefled their Lordftiipa 
a-s follows. , 

" It is my intention^ on this occafton, to bring before 
your Lordfhips a matter of the hJgheft importance; but 
in doing this, I am fenfiWe that I muft of necefEty pafs 
o\'^er a great deal of ground which has often been trod- 
cknj and I muft fubmit to your attention,' much, even, 
that I have offered myfdf on the fame fubjeft. I hope 
the hndow of your LoTdftii^j^ will allow v that if I 
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dwell long on any department of the enquiry, the objeft 
in thus decaying my progrefs is, that I may omit nothing, 
which can tend to give efficacy to this great projeA. 

" And now, my Lords, in the firft place, let me b^- 
gin with laying down that which I conceive to be th# 
ground-work of all the fubfequent proceedings. 

" I come, my Lords, to recommend to you, not what 
you may grant or reject at your difcration. I come be* ' 
'^ fore you, not merely to recommend a meafure which ii 
expedient, but one founded on principles which allow 
you no option of refufal. Tes, I appear here at the call 
of juftice, the claims of which you are bound to anfwet* 
My Lords, you are not only parties, but principals, ift a 
concern where the greateft injuftice has been committed 
by which the annals of mankind can poflibly be difgraqeiii 
It, my Lords, I am able to fliew this, I have done all 
that is neceflary, or can be necelTary, to influence youl 
determination. 

^* I know, my Lords, that on this fubjeft ftrange notioi^ 
ti morality have been fuggeded, as if what were juft U^ 
on^ race of the fpeoies, might be ynjuft to another, t 
IfiTiOfw not, my Lords, on what principle of law, div^n^' 
or human, fuch fentiments are founded. My LQrds, X 
have been always taught to confider juHice to be ohe^^ 
uniform, confident, rule of condu£l ; fo that it has hetii 
enough for me, to liften to the proof that any particuW 
zStB are unjuft, with refpe£): to certain individuals ot 
clafles of the fpecies, to convince me, that the iame adt 
aauft be unjuft to all the reft of mankind. 

** My Lords, I Ihall have occafion to examine, as I 
proceed, this important doftrine of the knpartiality witRf 
vhich juftice fhould be diftributed*, and i (hall have to 
argue agaiaft the principle which, after accrediting itfelf 
Vy afiiuning the foundation of all moral virtue, denies th<f 
great maxim by which virtue is to he fupported. 

^ Entertaimng thefe opinions, I fhould have been' 
inclined, if I could have properly interpofed, to have met, 
and to have anfwered, tne argument of the learned and 
eloqueht counfel yefterdav at your bar, (Mr. Plumer)^ 
wjien he made this appeal to your Lordftiips. * If (faidf 
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this great country^ fupported by its induftry, I am not tc 
talk of the vaft Ipeculations of commerce, it will be my 
duty to retire from the prefence of your Lordfliips, fol 
thefe are the only arms with which I am provided, for 
the defence of thofe in whofe caufc I appear.' 

** I am willing, my Lords, to take this ground, which 
thcj learned counfel has felefted, as the fpot from which 
he would oppofe this bill ; . and I declare it to be my firrp 
opinion, that it is utterly fuperfluous to enquire into the 
profits or lofTes incideilt to the trade, or what degree of 
inconvenience, fpeculative or praftical, is likely to happen 
from its abolition. ' ' 

** But, my Lords, although I acknowledge myfelf to 
be ready to meet the queftion on that ground, let it not, 
therefore, be for a moment fuppofed, that thofe v^ho fup- 
port this meafure, conceive it to be inimical to the found 
maxims of national wifdom, and political expediency.' I 
am perfuaded, my Lords, that if you will examine the 
allegations that have been fo often repeated on this fub- 
jeft, not by illufive theory, but by fad and experience^ 
and by the matters of account before you which form 
. the heft c?riterion on which your decifion can be given; 
jou will irrefiftibly be driven to the concltifion, not only, 
$hat there is no ground for the apprehenfions which have! 
b^en indulged ; but that if the trade were as equitable as 
it is unjuft 5 if it were as fair and honourable as it is bafe 
^nd deteftable ; upon the ground of policy, and ef policy 
^hney your Lordfhips would be bound to interpofe youf 
powerful authority, between the Planters and the certain 
ruin, to which, by the continuance of this commerce, they 
yrouldbe neceflarily expofed. 

*? My Lords, when firft this queftion became a fubjefk 
of feriou3 argument, gr^at ftrefs was laid upon an aflertion, 
which has been fince frequently repeated and as often 
confidently maintained, that, from fome ftrange eccentri- 
city of nature, deviating from all her other eftablifhed 
laws, it was impofllble in the Weft Indies for the extent 
of population to be preferved, without firefli fupplies by 
continued importation. Such yras reprefented to be the 
Wafte of 'life in thefe remote fettlements, and fo familiar, 
I7 bcin^ frequently wgedj ha« this propofitipn been ren- 
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deredi that it has been taken as proyed^ and adopted with<s 
out farther examination. This aflertion has not been made 
without reference to an important confequence, afieding 
the enquiry refpe£iing thefe eftablifhments ; and it is this, 
that the neceflary effe£t of the redudiion in the popula- 
tion muft be the progreiSve diminution of the culture, 
until, at lad, the iflands become wholly unproductive* 
It feems to be a propofition which, at nrft fight, repels 
the conclufion afforded by our experience of the hiftory 
of mankind; and it is, at leaft, a bold pofition, that 
while the reft of the fpccics, in every other part of the 
globe, were obedient to the mandate of the Divine law, 
to increafe and multiply^ it was the unhappy fate of the 
Negroes in the West Indies, to be incapable of fubfervicncy 
to this facred, and benevolent conunand. The learned 
counfel at your bar did not negle6i to avail himfelf of this 
popular notion ; and with a fingufar inconfiftency, at the 
fame time that he contended for the decrcafe of the popu- 
lation, he alleged, that the Slaves were treated with gen- 
tlenefs and humanity. 

** I fay, there was a fingulsrr inconfiftency in the argu- 
ment of the learned counfel . The reverfe of his propofition 
muft be the truth : for (hew me a country where the popu- 
lation is not kept up, where man does not increafe and 
multiply according to the defigns'of infinite benevolence, 
and there, I can fearlefsly affirm it, you will difcover that 
the labouring clafles are opprefled with exceffive exertion ; 
that they are not treated with that humanity, by the fu- 
perior orders, which their natural relation demands ; for 
Qo other caufe could prevent the imperious law which is 
ena£ted for the multiplication of the fpecies. 

** Is it then to be faid, when in delivering my fentiments 
on this fubjeft I proceed on the known and acknowledged 
laws of nature, that I am coming forward, not only to op- 
ppoofe the interefts of certain members of fociety, but to 
deiame their chara£ier, and.tp pollute their honour? No, 
xny Lords, I ^n have no fuch purpofe, while I am advoca- 
ting, in your prefence, the injured rights of humanity; and 
while I am thus employed, I cannot fo far accommodate 
myfelf to the wifhes of otliers, as to admit a propofition 
^iiametncally oppofed to the eftablilhtd oidet ^ \Kvtv^. 
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'' I will admit, my Lords, that the proprietors aitjj 
planters of eftates 'm the Weft Indies are defirous that theii 
plaves fliould be well treated, that they Ihould be cloathed 
and protefted, and partake of the comforts of life. Yet 
how unreafonablc is it to expcft, that their intentions 
ihould be fulfilled, where defpotic power is to be exercife4 
over this laborions clafs, not indeed by tbem, nor by thofe 
immediately under them 5 not even, perhaps, by thofe im«9 
mediately under thefe laft; but by fome deputy of the 
loweft in the feries of rankti of fuch a ftate of fociety above 
the condition of a flave ? Thus fituated, the firft defcrip- 
tion of perfons can only acquire information whether their 
S^laves be well treated, by the periodical returns they re^ 
ceive of the population on their eftates, and whi^h indi-- 
eate the augmentation or diminution in this part of their 
eftabliftiments^ I am perfuaded, my Lords, that there i$ 
no criterion fo fure, none upcm which they can fo con&* 
dently rely. 

" It is now fourteen, or, I believre, nearly twenty 
years, fince the population of the colonies was examined 
in detail, by a perfon (Mr. Pitt) who, to all his other bril- 
liant attainments, added that of being one of the be ft 
political arithmeticians ^ and he acknowledged the trutl^ 
^f the propofition towWch I have juft adverted, I can 
witnefe the pains he took to fatisfy himfelf as to the truth 
of it, for I was myfelf a fharer in his labours. The refult 
of thefe exertions lupplied the moft fatisfaftory proof of the 
propofition, from the authority of fueb documents as were 
Hnqueftionable ; documents fupplied by the legiflatures of 
^e iflands themfelves^ to that np- conf^itaCion could be 
given to it. 

** In the <pourfe of thefe inquiries, he found, whate^'er 
might be the caufe, that in the ifland of Jamaica, where 
the importations, of Slaves exceeded all the reft, at an 
<»rly period, the population had been greatly on the de- 
cline; that this decreafe was dipiiniftiing as the calculation 
approached nearer eur ewfi timesj aiid that the occafion of 
the large depopulation at the former period, was evidently 
the clearing of new IwhIs, an employment which is pe- 
culiarly deftru^ive to health: indeed it is well known, 
tba> the c^lrinpitiaA qf the.Sl4 lao4l is.ia no.refpea fo, 



ifijutiousft A few of the eftimatcs will fatisfy the mmii 
ot yourLordfhips, as tp.thefe fafts. I will take them up 
from the century before the laft. From the year 1698 to 
1730, comprifing a period of thirty-two years, there was a 
decreafe in the population of the iflandf, on the average, 
<jf three and a half per cent. During the following twenty- 
five years, the diminution was two and a half per cftit. 
From 1755 to 1768, comprifing fourteen years, it was one 
and three-quarters per cent. And from 1768 to 1788, (to 
which period the ftatement was completed) the redudion 
on the fame fcale was not quite one per cent. It deferves 
remark, that during the laft fourteen years of this period, 
the decreafe is only three -fifths per cent. 

** Upon thefe important ftatements was grounded an 
argument, to which no anfwer could be given ; and it was 
afcertained, that the allegations of the planters, fo often 
repeated, were wholly unfounded, or founded only in an 
utter ignorance of fafts of the greateft confequence, af- 
fecting the progreflive improvement of their eftates. — 
The truth is, that their attention had not been drawn, in 
any methodical way, to this fubject, and, while they nrade 
a reprefcntation which appeared to them to be correct, it 
was in reality in contradiiiion to the evidence afforded by 
ikfir own accounts, 

** My Lords, we are not deficient in the particulars 
requHite to bring down the calculation nearly to the prefent 
time. Since the year 1788, wirh which the former efti- 
niate terminates, almoft twenty years have elapfed, and 
upon the average of this whole period, down to the lail 
three years, beyond which the accounts do not extend, 
there is no diminution at all, or, if there be any, it is fo 
fmall as fcarcely to deferve attention. We have accounts 
of eight parities in the ifland of Jamaica, and, if my recol- 
leftion ferves me right, the deaths do not exceed the births 
more than one in one thoufand four hundred and fifty-fix. 
In many of them, there is no decreafe at all, and 
on the tvdiole together not more than what I have 
jffft ftated, about one fifteenth per cent. In another 
pariih, not included in thefe eight, the lift of births ir 
equal to the catalogue of mortality. 

** It hperhipf yet mvre renraricaWe^ th-Ji^ m \S\^ v^-axA 
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of Dominica, where a greater redu£lion might be expeftei 
you have a ftatement, which gives, during the fame thre 
Tears, an excefs in the births. In this ifland, alfo, ya 
nave the number of males and females given, fhewing' th 
fuperior number of the latter; and you will recolle£b, m 
Lords, that the inequality of the fexes is one of the prin 
cipal caufes which the planters ai&gn for the decreafe of th 
Slave population, when unaflifted by importations fron 
the African coaft." 

. jTiis Lordfhip likewife dated what had been the return^ 
from the iflands of Montferrat and the Bahamas, and drev 
thence the fame favourable refults. He then proceedec 
as folldws :] 

" Thus, my Lords, you have a direft contradiftion t( 
their confident aflertions, and this contradiftion is fup- 
ported by irrefragable proof. 

*' For my argument, the mode in which the account i 
ftatcd is themoft difadvantageous; for I have omitted tc 
obferve to youj my Lords, that thefe eftimates of births 
and deaths include the newly-imported Africans, as well 
as the native Slaves. Who does not know of the pro- 
digious lofs fuftained at the conclufion of Slave voyages l 
My Lords, between the time of their being brought into 
the harbours, and that of their being landed for lale, there 
IS generally a lofs of five out of a hundred of thefe wretched 
beings, who are thus facrificed to the mercenary fpirit of 
our Slave merchants? Who does not know, that from 
various complicated caufes, the recently-imported African 
is liable, in a tenfold proportion, to the ftroke of death ? 

*^ If the calculations were made in the only corrcft 
way, not on the whole number of Negroes, but on the 
refident and native Slaves, inftead of any reduction in 
the black population of the Weft India iflands, you would 
have found an zQ.uz\ and large augmentation. 

** My Lords, you are aflced by this bill, to prohibit the 
importation of new Slaves into the Weft Indies •, and it is 
a material queftion aiFefting the policy of fuch a meafure, 
whether the native population of a country be fufFicient to 
continue the fame number of labourers by which the foil 
has been hitlierto cultivated. The objedl and aini to 
which dl thefe eftimates are direfted^ is to fljew, that in 
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the prefent condition of the iflands, the population is fuf- 
ficientto fupply itfelf. I anx then entitled to fay, that all 
the danger which has been apprehended, from the decreafe 
of the Negro inhabitants, is completely difprov^d 5 and 
that none of thofe dreadful confequences will happen, with 
regard to Weft Indian property, which have been fo con- 
fidently deduced from their progreffive diminution. 

^* But there yet remains behind fomething which has 
.deen defcribed as extremely important ; and your Lord- 
fliips were told laft night, that frelh importations from 
Amca were neceflary, for a purpofe quite diftin£i: from 
that of maintaining the population in its prefent ftate, or 
of continuing the culture of the plantations to the prefen^ 
extent. 

** YovLY Lordfliip's arc aware, that a lefs number of 
hands is required to maintain, a plantation already in an 
' improved ftate of culture, than to clear and cultivate new 
lands. But it is faid, my Lords, that the defign you 
ought to have in view, is not only to preferve the iflands 
in their prefent ftate of culture, but to brmg into improve- 
ment all the wafte lands capable of receiving it, and for 
this purpofe, an immenfe number of additional Slaves 
would be required. 

*^ From the imprefHons of my own mind, I Ihould be 
fatisfied to abandon all thefe vaft projedls of remote fpe- 
culation, in order to difcontinue this nefarious trade ; but 
I can eafily conceive that there may be perfons, who would, 
with reluftance and pain, arrive at the fame conclufion, 
if it were clearly eftabliflied that there would accrue a dif- 
advantage of this kind. But to allude to the fentiment of 
a familiar proverb, there may be a lofs without injury ; yet 
of this truth, it might . be extremely dilEcult to perfuade 
thofe who are anxious to carry into effefl extenfxve fchemes 
of perfonal aggrandizement. 

" The proportion I fubmit ;to the attention of your 
Lordfhips, is this ; that the prefent ftate of the cultiva- 
tion of the iflands may be maintained, without tranfporting 
one more African from his native country. I will advance 
a ftep farther, and afliert, that the cultivaticn^ without 
fuch aflTiftance, may not only be maintained in its prefent 
ftate, but may be extended. But, my Lords, fup^^ofin^ 

B '>^^ 
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it were otherwife, would you continue to fanftion this 
dreadful mode by which the banifliment of thefe unhappy 
wretches is efFefted ? Who is diere, unbiafled by partial 
intereft, that can refleft on this praftice without horror 
and indignation ? 

" On' the one hand, you are told, that the planter is, 
at this moment, labouring under difficulties with which 
he can hardly contend, and that the produce is carried to 
an extent much beyond what the markets can receive. 
If this be any thing like a correct view of the fubjeft, 
there can be no motive for fircfh importations, with a view 
to expand the cultivation. Would you, then, my Lords, 
accelerate the impending ruin, would you doom the 
planters to certain deftru£i:ion, in order to involve your- 
felves in all the guilt of this commerce, and to involve the 
unhappy objefts of it in all the accumulated mifery with 
which it is neceflarily attended ? I fay, my Lords, if this 
be a juft reprefentation, I fet up before you the claim of 
juftice, not only for the inhabitants of the vaft Continent 
of Africa, but for the prefervation of the Weft India 
planters and merchants, who have prefented their com- 
plaints at your table. If they are blind to their true in- 
terefts, if they, from too much hafte to acquire riches, 
expofe themfelves to this threatening danger, I call upon 
your Lordfhips to prevent the dreadful confequences, and 
to interpofe your parental authority for the protection of 
the wealth and refources of fo large a portion of our 
fellow-fubjefts. 

*^ My Lords, I have not yet done with the confideration 
of this part of the cafe. Before you affent to the propofi- 
tion which has been urged with fo much energy, and 
commented upon with fo much eloquence by the counfel 
at the bar ; before you admit the perpetuity of this impor- 
tation of Slaves, for the purpofe of clearing the wafte 
lands, and carrying into effeSt thefe great projects of 
colonial ambition, I intreat you to a& yourfelves one 
queftion. If, for this purpofe, the trade is to be <:arried 
on, to what length, to what extent, and under what new 
devices and expedients, is it to be purfued ? Let thofe who 
would perfevere in it on thefe grounds, if they plcafe, 
Supply th* anfwer to this inquiry, and let them explain. 
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what period of time will be neceflary to import into the 
Weft Indies^ Slaves fuflicient for the culture of the 
cactenfive waftes in thofe colonies. Let them fpeak, not 
only to the duration, but to the number of hands which 
vriil be required. Let them tell us what is the amount of 
the (acrifice to be made, what is the mafs of population 
to be torn from the bofom of their country, from their 
parents, their wives, their children, and their friends> io 
'order to bring the eftates to that condition of improvement 
they contemplate* 

** In the abfence of all attempt at information on their 
part, I will acquaint your Lord (hips, by a calculation on 
a very moderate fcale, what would be the effeft, if any 
fuch fcheme were- carried into execution. To cultivate 
the wafte lands in Jamaica alone, this traffic muft be car* 
ried on for two or three centuries^ and one million of human 
keings muft be tranfported from their native foil, to place 
that iilaftid in the condition propofed. For the other 
iflands, fimilar excefTes againft the laws and rights of our 
nature muft be committed, in proportion to the extent of 
the territory to be rendered produftive, and the greater or 
lefs difficulties, from the quality and (ituation of the 
ground, in its cultivation. 

" I wifh it were poflible to exhibit the pifture, not be- 
fore the eyes of your Lordfhips, accuftomed as you are to 
refpefl: the obligations of humanity, but to the view of the 
tnofl praSfifid Slave dealer ^ nay even of the moft hardened 
barbarian ; to bring into his prefence millions of human 
beings, all of which vaft multitude muft endure the 
greateft degree of fufFering; each of whom muft be dragged 
from the country he loves, from the friends he reveres, 
from the circle in which his early habits have been 
formed ; muft have every ftring of hisheart, which con- 
neds him with all he holds moft dear, rudely broken, 
and muft be conveyed to fpend the remainder of his days 
in hopelefs bondage : muft be expofed to death, or to a 
fate much worfe than death. And for wJiat purpofe is 
this accumulation of calamity to be endured ? What is • 
the anfwer you receive from the planters and merchants 
to this inquiry ? In the language of the learned counfel, 
it is, my Lords, to gratify the fpeculative hopes of i^rofit. 

B 2 ^^ '^>^'^'» 
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" But, in looking at the fubjeft in this point of obfer- 
yation, we have only introduced into the pifture a very 
fmall portion of the mifery which is, in truth, occafioned 
by fuch fcenes of atrocity. Every one of thefe individuals, 
thus forced from their native homes, have focial con-* 
neftions and relations, who muft participate in the dis- 
trefles to which they are expofed. Then, my Lords, 
leaving this vaft complication of human calamity, attend 
for a moment to what is depidted in the evidence, where 
the mode in which thefe vicElims are procured is defcribed. 
Hunted down like ferocious beads, fee the terror which 
is fpread through the forests of Africa, and reflect:, my 
Lords, that this is not the pifture of a day, according to 
the projects of thefe adventurers. Age after age is to 
continue this profpeft of horror and defolation. My 
Lords, can there be an individual in exiftence who bears 
the ftamp of humanity, who could contemplate fuch a 
pifture without the moft painful emotions ? Yet, this is 
the boon which is afked of you by the legiflature of Ja- 
maica, and this is the boon, which I am fure, my Lords, 
you will not concede. 

" My Lords, it is defired of you, that you fliould take 
no hafty fteps, that you fhould paufe before you aft in an 
affair of this magnitude, and wait for a future time, when 
what is now propofed may be effected with lefs detriment 
to the perfons interefted in thefe concerns. This, my 
Lords, is no new ftory ; during nearly a quarter of a cen- 
tury, this queftion has been agitated within your walls, 
and from the commencement of the inquiry to the prefent 
time, you have been obliged to liften to the fame fort of 
application for a gradual abolition of the trade, by a delay, 
in which the Legiflature is deeply guilty. The period is 
now arrived, when they have told you the abolition would 
be attended with lefs ferious confequences. The gradual 
abolition' they fought has, infaft, taken place, and we are 
all at the fame point ; fince thofe who have wifhed for the 
gradual abolition, and thofe who are defirous of its im- 
mediate termination, under the conditions of this bill will 
have their hopes accompliflied. 

" Befides the topics to which I have already attended, 
there is only one danger, which was argued iat your bar ; 



( »3 ) 

only one, perhaps, which either in public or private con- 
vcrfation has excited particular notice and intereft. This 
view of it is in fome degree new, becaufe the event, on 
which the argument is founded, has tranfpired at a recent 
date. You are told, my Lords, that a great revolution 
has happened, fince this fubjeft was before confidered 
amongft you; that St. Domingo having revolted, a great 
increafe of danger is to be apprehended from its vicinity to 
your fettlements j that while Jamaica is at the diftance of 
twelve hundred miles from any Britifh port, St. Domingo 
is only fourteen hours fail from that ifland, and, that in 
cafe of an infurre&ion, the Negroes of Jamaica will be 
aflifted in their rebellion by thefe favage and hoftile neigh- 
bours. In this fituation of things, it is faid^ that whatever 
might be the opinion of men of judgment before, no per- 
fon of found fenfe would, for the prefent, promote any 
change ; the nation fhould hold its hand until the natural 
and political efFefts of this adjacent revolution fliall be 
afcertained. My Lords, what is here held forth to you 
as an objeftion, I confider to be a ftrong and urgent mo- 
tive for the abolition of this traffic, and while I deliver my 
fentiments on this part of the fubjeft, I addrefs you as one 
in a ftate of awful refponfibility, whofe duty it is to apply 
vigilant attention to the general interefts of the country, 
and of all its remote dependencies ; and I aflure you, my 
Lords, if I were called upon to fay what is the principal 
danger refulting from the prefent fituation of the ifland of 
St. Domingo, in the neighbourhood of our colonies, I 
fliould fay, it is precifely that which would arife from the 
continued importations of Negroes from Africa. And if 
I were required to exprefs my fentimehts on the meafures 
Parliament ought to adopt, to avoid the confequences of 
this formidable danger, I fhould recommend, that thefe 
importations fhould for the future be prevented. 

** It is, perhaps, fcarcely \^th while to notice the 
danger that has been talked of from announcing the 
opinion of Parliament on this trade. No future evil is to 
be dreaded from this caufe, for the fenfe of Parliament 
has already been proclaimed, that this intercourfc with 
Africa is contrary to the principles of juftice and hu- 
manity. The pernicious effeft, wli2Lte\ex \\. vc\a.^\i^> >& 
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brought home, and both Houfes have folemnly declaredj 
before the world, their conviftion on this fubjeft. But 
will rfie Slave, tranfported in fetters from his native 
country, and made to encounter the labours of the field 
and the inclemencies of the feafons in diftant regions, that 
he may gratify the mercenary defigns of his employers, 
remain ignorant that the adis by which he fufi^ers thefe 
hardfhips are moft unjuft and cruel ? Is he fo infeniiblc 
to the calamities of his own fituation, that he waits for the 
Britiih Parliament to announce to him the wrongs he has 
endured ? If he wait to learn your opinion, my Lords, 
that knowledge is already acquired, the danger is at your 
own door, and the fit queftion is, not whether it will be 
incurred, but how it is to be avoided ? I will anfwer this 
inquiry. It is by obftruGing the importation of more 
Slaves. And if, my Lords, you will calmly examine the 
nature of this objection, you will difcover .additional 
motives for the Abolitibn, from the novel circumftances 
of St. Domingo, and the appearances elfewhere. 

" I know it has been faid by the counfel, that no peril 
was to be apprehended from the native Africans, becaufe, 
being drawn from different countries, and fpeaking dif- 
ferent languages, they were incapable of coalefcing for any 
purpofie of general infiirre^lion. Thus circumftanced, 
they could do nothing, and divide et impera was the happy 
maxim by which all danger of this kind might be eluded. 

" My Lords, it is my opinion, that if you wifti to 
guard again ft the danger of infurrcdJion, you ihould take 
the advice to which I have referred, and which is given 
by an experienced planter, the hiftorian of the ifland of 
Jamaica, (Mr. Long.) He diftinftly fays, that the caufe 
of the frequent rebellions in that ifland is the continued 
importation of new Negroes; and that the efFeftual means 
of putting a ftop to thefe diforders, is to prevent fuch 
importations. Your Lordfliips muft be aware, from the 
fa£ts fiated in the hiftory of thefe fettlements, that the 
Negi'oes born in the Ifland s, having all their habits 
domefticated, looking to the territory around them as 
their native home, having, J hope, in many cafes no 
feeling of new cruelties, being often treated with kindnefs 
i£ not with refpect, are contented, and in fome degree 
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happy under their laboriQus duties; and have fome 
affection for their mafters, which confirms them in their 
habits of obedience. While this is the cafe of the natives, 
the newly imported negroes, fmarting under a fenfe of injury, 
rife in rebellion, and fpread deftruftion around them. 

** It is pretended that the humane difpofition exercifed 
towards the Slaves of St. Domingo, the expedients adopt- 
ed^ to improve their education, and to alleviate their 
burthens, were the real caufes of the infurreftion in that 
Ifland. My Lords, dire£tly the reverfe is the truth; they 
^ were hurried into this ftate of diforder and diforganization, 
by the moil grofs and (hameful violations of the engage- 
ments made with them* 

" Among the ftrange aflertions refj5e£lirig the Slaves in 
crur lilands, it has been faid, that it was to them a great 
gratification to fee one of thefe African Slave Ships enter 
the harbour of the ifland where they were employed, 
conveying inumber of human beings of their own com- 
plexion and country, to (hare the melancholy fate to 
which they had been deftined. I believe, if there could. 
be any circumftance diftinguiflicd, which had the moft 
powerful influence to keep alive in the wounded breafts 
of the African exiles, an a£live principle of refentment 
for the wrongs they had fufFered, it would be the daily 
habit of witnefling the arrival of frefti cargoes, conlifting 
of the natives of their country, which continued to be 
thus depopulated and exhaufled by fcenes of violence and 
crime. I am perfuaded, and I fpeak hiflorically, that no 
fuch defire as has been reprefented, of feeing ftiips fuc- 
ceffively arrive from their native coaft ever exifted among 
the blacks of the ifland St. Domingo; yet this is among 
the numerous falfehoods which have been publifhed of 
thatpeople. It was perfidy alone which produced the 
rebellion, and the fubfequent devaftation of that once 
flourishing colony. If you wifti to guard againft fuch 
dreadful efFeds in your own iflands, let not thefe infflits 
to humanity be committed before the eyes of their country- 
men;' difcontinue thefe importations; inftead of enemies, 
make friends of the natives of the ii|ands by gentlenefs 
and benignity; and to friends they will be converted by 
tlie Britiih Parliament, which by palEng this bill) will 
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induce the iPlanters, from a regard to tlieir own perfonal 
intereft, to treat their dependents with refpeft and 
humanity. 

** My Lords) this is the beft way of introducing thofe 
regulations which are moft favourable to the interefts of 
our Weft Indian eftablifhments. But if you look to fuch 
regulations as the means of ultimately producing the 
abolition, as fome perfons would have us to do, inftead 
of confidering the abolition as produftive of beneficial 
regulations, you will be deceived. 

" in 1792, the Britifli Parliament thought fit to refolve 
that it was right to take meafures for the termination of 
this fpecies of commerce. We were, however, unfuc- 
cefsful in the attempt to abolifli it, and opinions were 
entertained, that regulation might be introduftory of the 
Abolition; and for this purpofe, addrefles were prefented, 
praying that his Majefty would be pleafed to give his 
commands, that it fhould be recommended to the legif- 
latures of the iflands, to adopt fuch expedients as would 
finally lead to that Abolition. 

** I do not think it neceflary to ftate to you, my Lords, 
in detail, the manner and fpirit with which the royal 
mandate, refpefting thefe regulations, was received; but 
if any noble Lord wilhes to acquire information on this 
fubjeft, I will requeft his attention to the correfpondence 
on the table, where all the circumftances fully appear. 
When thefe humane inftru£tions were received on the 
other fide of the Atlantic, there exifted, in the ifland of 
Batbadoes, no law by which the murder of a Negro was 
punifliable beyond the contemptible penalty of eleven 
pounds. This fine was rather for the purpofe of marking 
the fcandal, than of defignating the nature and extent of 
the offence; and fuch, my Lords, is the cruel fophiftry 
of avarice, that in this very ifland it has been a fubjeft of 
debate, ivhether the murder of a Slave be any crime at alL 
My Lord Seaforth relates to you, after his arrival in 
Barbadoes, three inftances of cruel and atrocious murders, 
under circumftances, which muft excite the keeneft pangs 
in the heart of every, man, not rendered obdurate by fuch 
exhibitions of barbarity. Human nature revolts at this 
cpld blooded maffacre of its fpecies. I will not, my 

Lords, 
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X*ords, give you the diftrefs of the recital, but I will fay, 
that the ingetiuity of man can hardly conceive ihore cruelty 
than was exercifed in thefe examples of depravity (hewn 
on the one hand, and of fuffering endured on the other. 
The perpetration of thefe enormities led my Lord Sftaforth 
to enquire into the ftate'of the laws of the ifland, and he 
difcbvered, that the foUl crime of murder. Was to be 
anfwered by the trifling penalty of eleven pounds. By 
the reebmmendation of the Houfes of Parliament, fane-, 
tioned by the authority of the Sovereign, through the 
tnedium of the Governors of the iflands, Lord Seaforth 
brought the fubjeft before the Council and Aflembly of 
Barbadoes, and how was it received ? It was received, my 
Lords, with infult. Barbadoes not only refufed to pals 
ia law that murder (hould meet with its juft pUniftiment, 
but in the public refblutions language was employed 
indicative of a fpirit of the moft unreftrained arrogance, 

** Far from being a pleafure to me, my Lords, it is, oil 
the Contrary, extremely paiilful to entet" into thefe parti- 
culars at this advanced period, when I might expert, that 
thefe inefFed^ual attempts at regulations were generally 
known ^ but fearful that I fhould hear from the other fide 
of fome projefts of regulation, as intlfoduftory of the 
Abolition, I have beien urged to enter more than I 
intended, cettainly mote than I wiflied, into fuch details. 

** What is the ftate of fociety, and what are the 
opinions of the different ranks of men in thefe commu- 
nities, may perhaps be better c6tle<9:ed from infulated 
fzGtSf than from general obfervation. In Barbadoes we 
learn firom fliy Lotd Seaforth, that a white militia .man 
ran his bayotlet into the body of a helplefs femaie Negro, 
and being remonftrated with for his condu£l:, and threat- 
ened wim puniihment, he exclaimed with a mixture of 
furpirife and indignation; " What, for killing a Negro?" 
as a brutal carman might exprefs himfelf when threatened 
for his barbarity to the animals under his lafhj *^ What, 
for itljuring a horfe ?'* I mention this fingle faft, niy Lords, 
to put it home to your feelings, that you may know the 
degradation of fentiment which muft prevail amongft a 
people, where fuch an anfwer is given on the commiffion 
cf to heinous a crime. It is material| my Lords^ to 
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confider from what clafs of perfons the militia men are 
felefled. 

[At this ftage of the proceeding, the Earl of Morton 
rofe to fpeak to order, and complained, that a perfon had 
been taking notes at the bar, in dire^ violation of the 
privileges of the Houfe. This interpofition occafioned 
fome converfation between Lords JEldon and Holland^ 
and occafioned fo much interruption to the fhort-hand 
writer, that he found it impradicable to obtain a full and 
accurate report of the fequel of the debate. Indeed it was 
not in his power to do more than take (hort notes*] 

Lord Grenville refumed. ** I was proceeding to 
ftate a matter which appeared to me of great importance, 
in illuftrating the fubjeO: immediately under your Lord- 
(hip's confideration, and which is rendered more fo, by 
fome remarks of the learned counfel, refpe£l:ing the in- 
clination of the white population of the iflands, to render 
the condition of the Blacks more comfortable. Of whom 
then, arc thefe white militia-men compofed, of whofe 
condu£b towards the Negroes we have juft leen a fpeci- 
men ? They are drawn trom the managers and overfeers 
of the iflands ; and on this order of penons the ameliora- 
tion of the ftate of the Negroes is to depend. Whether, 
under fuch circumftances, any improvement in their con- 
dition can be expelled, I leave to your Lordihip's deter- 
mination* 

** We are to be told, perhaps, that the AiTembly of 
Barbadoes is fenfible of its error in not having attended 
to the recommendation given from fuch grave and high 
authority, and, in not having, at the firft mention of me 
complaint^ ena^ed a punifhment proportionate to the crime. 
And this obfervation leads me to mention one other par- 
ticular on this pait of the fubjeft, wnidi;may, perhaps, 
deferve more regar^i than any of the preceding. V\ hen 
the moft (alutary law s ave paiTed, what are tlie means of 
obtaining the impartial execution of dKem, in fuch a ftate 
of fociety as that which exUls tlivoughout our Weft Indian 
Colonies, where tlie iliilUKllou is lb ftrc*gly mj^ked 
between the two ordc>rs of pof ' .'. ir 'II : U.ite of the 
Weft Indies is fuch, that the toi.. ::4-.. . 1 1 a iidvc, is not 
only ipadnriffible agaiuft hW OYra lUv.iUv^ but agamft any 
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individual of the white inhabitants. What, my Lords, 
may be the confeqiience of this exclufion of teftimony ? 
A cruel mafter, or any white inhabitant, may aflemble 
ten thoufand of this unfortunate race, in his hall, or elfe-* 
where, and may, without a fingle witnefs to give evi- 
dence to the perpetration of his crimes, with his own 
hand commit the moil inhuman barbarities, the moil 
grofs and dlfgufting iiifults, (if indeed in their ftate of 
degradation they can be fufceptible pf infult,) on thefe . 
wretched objeds of his malignity j he may command 
Ithem to inflift on each other the moft cruej torments, tQ 
facrifice limb and life to his ferocity; and he may dp al} 
this with impunity, provided there is no white wifnefs pre* 
fent to teftify to hjs flagitious conduft^ My l4)rds, I (hould 
be afliamed to detain you with following, through all it% 
pernicious efFeds, fuch a condition of fociety, where all 
the focial relations between man and man are furrQnde|:e4 
at the fhrine of avarice. 

** Without commenting farther at prefent, my Lords^ 
cither on the charafter of thfe exifting laws; or on the 
infuperabje difficulties attending their execution, if the 
code were a3 complete" as human ingenuity could devife ; 
I wiU ftate, that the material ohjc€t of this Bill is to 
render the perfedion of the laws themfelves, as well as 
promptitude and fidelity in their execution, lefs neceflTary : 
It is t;o convert the ftate of a flave into a ftate refembling 
that of the European peafant or labourer; it is to attach 
thofe who perform the duties of the field, to the foil they, 
cultivate, and to the proprietors under whom they ferve; 
if contains vno new regulations to punifti crime, but it 
involves abundant me^ns to prevent it. There are hun- 
dreds of thoufands within the wide extent of the Briti(H 
dominions whom you punifti for refiftance to the laws, 
but to whom thofe laws extend no proteftion whatfoievcirj^ 
and who receive no encouragement for a lopg, faithful* * 
and a£^ive difcharge of the moft beneficial duties. ' 

•* The learned Counfel, my Lords, has told us to loot? 
to the example of St. Domineo as a motive for continuing 
the importation of thefe perScuted Africans. Continue' 
this importation, and you will add frefh fuel to the flames 
which will cenfume the iflands. As you would defend 
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yourfelves agamft the intrufion of a foreign enemy, prevent; 
this acccffion pf dangerous intruders: prevent it with th< 
view to encourage ^ defcription of people favourable to th^* 
peace of the colonies; and make it the interefl of thefe to \ 
be obedient, by prompting the means of their comfort and 
enjoyment. Produce this efFeft, by (hewing to their 
mafters, that th^ moft fuccefsfiil method of augmenting 
the fair profpedls of cultivatioui is, by treating their 
dependents ^vith refpeift and hupianity. 

" To prevent the deftruftion of |:he fpecies, is among 
the numerous reafons diftated by humanity for obftrufting 
the farther importation pf Slaves; but there is another, 
connefted with policy, which operates on tlie fapie fide^ 
and to \v^hich I have not yet drawn your Lordlhipsf' 
attention, . for the prefervation pf thefe iflands, you are 
obliged to contend, not only with foreign enemies, but 
with internal foes, who are always on the fpot, to takq 
advantage pf the diforgajiization of the monient, and who 
are, by far, the moft dangerous. The fprce fent tq 
protefb thefe iflands i^ fent for the double purpofe pf de- 
fending them from exterior aflailants, and maintaining tran- 
c[uility within their borders. When thefe importations 
have ceafed, the force for the latter purpofe will be 
unneceflary : order and regularity will prevail, \n a ftate o^ 
fpciety, where the happinefs pf its members is confultedj^ 
and where their paflions are not inflamed by frefh infults. 
The fubjedi to which I am now adverting is not merely 
diftated by the ordinary principles of reafon and humanity; 
it IS fuggefted by the unfufpicious, unfufppdted teftimonjr 
of a perfpn, who reflected upon it, long before \t wa$ 
agitated in g Br}ti{li Parliament. If your Lordlhips will 
refer to ^he work of Mr. Long, who was intimately 
acquaintefi with thef%^ matters, you will find, that he 
enumerates virions rebellions which had taken place, 
and then he proceeds to examine the caufe to which they 
ape to be jittributed. ^^ Can any one be furprifed, (fays 
he,j at this fpirit ^f infurreftion, who has confidered the 
unlimited impprt^tion of frefh negroes ?'' 

*^ Thus, fny Liords, I have not only endeavoured to 

explain the general principles applicable to this enquiry; 

^ not only adduced the faQs feferable to thofe principles ; 
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but have detailed to you the proofs by which thofe fafts 
have been fupported. On thefe grounds, it will not be 
cfifficult, I prefume, to obtain your Lordfhip's aflent to 
the following propofitions. 

I ft. The intereftlof the Planter is not injured by the 
Abolition of the Slave Trade. 

2dly. The cultivation of frefti lands famiflies no 
fufEcient motive for the continuance of the trade. 

3dly The danger of infurreftion from the vicinity of 
St. Domingo, inftead of being an argument againft 
the Bill, fupplies powerful reaforis for its adoption. 

** On one part df the fubje^, the learned Gentlemen 
at your bar were plain and dire<£^ in their obfervations; 
They faid, that their clients coniidered themfelves fully 
abfolved from any guilt which might be fuppofed to attach . 
to this trade : they were not to be confidered as chargeable 
with any of the nefarious praftices to which it give« 
birth : the guilt was ours, my Lords : the merchants and 
planters did not create or carry on this trade : it was origi- 
nally created, and progreffively maintained by the authority 
of the Britifh Parliament. Will you, my Lords, permit tliis 
guilt to reft upon your heads ? If by us it was fanftioned, 
ihall not that fan^ion be withdrawn ? If by us it was 
raifed, fliall we not interpofe our authority to deprefs, 
and to deftroy it ? Are we bound by any anterior obliga- 
tions, to plunge deeper and deeper into this fea of guilt ? 
Let us not now inquire in what words, or by what former 
arguments we have juftified the crime : let us not examine 
whether Somers, Clarendon, and Locke, upheld it by 
their venerable names. I admit that thefe are grave 
a^ithorities, I refpeft their charafters, 'I revere their 
memories, and I admire their virtues ; yet human nature 
is fallible, and this part of their conduft I muft difap- 
prove : it is an offence which no law can fahftion, it is a 
crime which no name can cover. 

** Much has been faid, pny Lords, in the way of apoloj- 
gy for this trade, by reprefentations, extremely inaccurate, 
of the condition of the Africans in their own country, and 
of the flavery and wretchednefs to whith they are expofed. 
We are not wholly ignorant of the ftate of the natives of 
fhofc regions, and in this inquiry, we are greatly affilled 
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by an intelligent and enterprifing travellen Mr. Park 
feems to think, that the proportion of Slaves in Africa^ 
compared with the free men, is 2,s three to one. Slaves 
are either fuch as are born of enflaved mothers, or fuch 
as become fo from the confequences of war, of famine, 
of infolvency, and from the commiffion of crimes. In 
Africa, however, they are in a very different fituation 
from that in which they are placed in the Weft Iqdies. 
The chara£ber of the African, in general, is that of mild- 
nefs and benignity, and whatever may be the nominal de- 
gradation of the Slaves, they partake of many of the com- 
fprts and enjoyments of Aeir fuperiors. Thofe who are 
born in a mafter's houfe, are domefticated, and are pro-** 
ted:ed by law i the Planter, the Overfeer, and the Slave, 
join in the fame common labour, and no oftenfible dif« 
tinftions, that are at all material, infult their feelings. 
Humble as their condition may be efteemed in fociety, the 
domeftic relations are in a great degree pjreferyed, and no 
inconfilderable portion of happinefs is enjoyed. V\ hatever 
may \^ the notions, entertained by Europeans, of the 
mifery which exifts on the fliores of the Gambia, it is th^ 
djefire of the Negro, as it is jJie univerfal wifti of mankind^ 
to fpend his days where he paffed his infancy. ^^ To 
him," (we are told by the traveller I have named), ** no 
water is fo fweet as what is drawn from his own well ; 
and no tree has fo cool and pleafant a fliade as the Tabba 
tree of bis native village. When war compels him to 
abandon the delightful fpot. in which he fivft drew hi§ 
breath, and feek for fafety in fome other l^ingdom, hi§ 
time is fpent in talking about the country of his anceftors, 
and no fooner is peace reftored, than he turns his back 
upon the land of ftrangers, rebuilds with haf^e his fallen 
walls, and exults to fee tlie fmoke afpend from his native 
village." 

** Such Is the ftate, 'and fuch the difpofition of the 
natives of Africa. Let us now, my Lords, attend, for 
a. few moments, to the changes likely to be produced 
by the vifitors from Europe fo^r the purpofes of this com- 
merce : let us inquire how far the peface of the natives is 
likely to be deftroyed,^ how far their comforts are likely to 
he abridged, and in what degree their patriptic attach- 

uxents 
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ments are likely to be wounded. How are Slaves procured 
to fatisfy the wants of thefe intruders i 

** Wc are told, that the greater part of the Slaves for 
faie afe brought down from the interior of the country 
in large caravans, from places, even the names of which 
are unknown to Europeans : that a few only are coIlefl«d 
in the petty wars upon the coaft, but that immenfe num- 
bers are collefted in the more remote diftrids, by the 
wars which are encouraged to fupply the materials of this 
hateful trade. The Slatees, or native Slave merchants, 
attend in the rear of the armies, and obtain from the 
conquerors, or rather public robbers, the unhappy vi£iims 
of their violence. 

^* Let us, my l,ords, paufe for an inftant, to rcfleft on 
thdfe horrid fcenes. Slaves are efteemed more valuable 
by the Slatees in proportion to the diftance of the countries 
from the coaft 'to which they are deftined : the more re- 
mote fpeak a different language, and are confidered to be 
more gentle and traftable, while their corporeal ftrength 
is deemed equal to that of the more weftem inhabitants^ 
Thus, the internal diftrifts of this vaft Continent are rn- 
volved in all the terrors of war and carnage ; and thehr 
natural confequences of famine, peflilence, and defola- 
tion, are fpread far and wide. Whether more of tl* 
natives perifti by the arrow and the fpear than become 
captives for the defigns of this commerce, we know not.; 
but this we know, that civilization is obftrud^ed, thstt 
public peace is deftroyed, that the tender ties of domeftic 
mtercourfe are cut afunder, and that the generous feelings 
of humanity are outraged. 

** When all this is done, when the earth is covered 
cither with the bodies of the dead, dr with thofe of the 
vanquifhed, deftined to perpetual flavery, what is next to 
be performed ? The captives are fent, as I have ftated, 
in large caravans, expofcd to all the dangers and miferies 
of a journey over extenfive deferts, until they arrive at the 
places where the regular markets are held. It often hap- 
pens, that no purchafer appears, and in that cafe, thefe 
melancholy wretches are either employed in conftant work 
chained to each other, or immured in fetters within the 
wall^ of a clofe dungeon, left the (ove of liberty fhcu^d 
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throb in the breaft of any one of them, and induce h 
to attempt his efcape. 

** Such, my Lords, is the brief view of the hiflory a 

progrefs of thefe tranfa£lions, and of the dreadful ei^ei 

refulting from this trade. Ifliould Mot think niyfelf juf 

fiable if I were to detain you. with any fartlier particuh 

. applicable to this part of the fubjedl. 

^^ My Lords, we have not perhaps fufEciently co: 
Cdered the prodigious extent o^ the evil with which th 
trade is accompanied. We look to the rhap of Afric 
and contemplate it as a wild inhofpitable defert, forgettin 
that it is compofed of diftinft governments, and th; 
many patts of it, at leaft, are crouded with a humerou 
population. My Lords, not only one nation, but a whol 
continent is kept in a ftate of barbarity by the cohtinuanc 
of the Slave trade. Wars are excited in the interior to fup 
ply the materials for it; and not only public violence in tin 
open field is committed between hoilile tribes, but th( 
purpofes of interior government ar^ defeated, the facrec 
courts of juftice are prophaned, and pretended convi£i:ions> 
contrary to law and equity, confign the melancholy vic- 
tims of our avarice to exile and fervitude. 
^ " So greatly is this ferocious ftate promoted by the 
-Slave trad6,' that in proportion to the remotenefs from the 
coaft, which is the great theatre of public mifery, civilization 
proceeds; and fo diftinfltly marked is its jirogtfefs, that the 
diflance from the coaft may be almoft afcertained by the 
degree of civilization. Is it poflible that any thing can 
more ftrongly denote the wretched effe£ts of this trade on 
the mifeirable inhabitants of* th^t inimenfe country ? 

" My Lords, if we look to the hiftory of Parliafnerit 
witKin the laft t's^enty years, we fliall find recorded the 
manner in which we have hitherto met this queftion; and 
we fhall difcovet, that if tliis bill be not pafled, not to the 
Houfe of Commons, but to us, will be to be attributed a 
perfeverance in the Slave trade. From a regard to our 
own honour we ought to put a final clofe to it : the eyes t?f 
Europe and America are direfled towards us, watching 
our conduft with refpe£l to this ;meafure ; and it h of the 
higheft confequence to ourfelves, that we ifaoui4 not dif« 
appoint their hopes. 

*' But 
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, ^' But It IS faid, that we are to wait until other nations, 
naving the fame opinion with ourfelves of the immorality 
of this commerce, concur in the Abolition of it. This 
indeed "v^ould be to poftpone it to a very diflant period 5 
and the aiinais of mankind furnifh no analogies by which 
we may guide ourfelved in producing fiich a concurrence. 
The coalition of nations has ufually been to repel or de- 
prefs fome great power ; has commonly been direded to 
war and carnage ; and has Very rarely had folr its obje£t, • 
the caufe of peace, juftice, and humanity. Let thofe 
who are fo anxious for a general union of civili25ed empireSf 
for the fuppreffion of this commerce, point out to me i 
(ingle inftance in hiftory, where fuch a unioii has been ef- 
fc«ed with a view to promote the happinefs, or to prevent 
the mifery of any diftant ftates, with which no political 
connexion has exifted; and when they have difcovered 
fuch an example, and fliewn me the beneificial efFefts with 
which it has been attended, I (hall have Icfs objeftion to 
any delay which may be neceffary to facilitate thi^ con- 
currence. Btitj my Lords, I am confident that the hif- 
toric page fupplies us with no fuch precedent, and to waijt 
■for this reciprocity^ Vi^ould be to delay the Abolition until 
mankind had arrived at a much higher ftate of improve- 
ment, than Sive.canftattef ourfelves with witneffing in our 
own times. 

** Then, it is faid, that to refign this trade, is ineffec- 
itual for any valuable purpofe, as America is only waiting 
to take advantage of your folly ^ that America will fend 
her vaft commercial marine to the fliores of Africa, and 
condu£t: the fame trade to aii extent of enormity which 1$ 
impfafticable in England, under the humane and falutary 
regulations by which it is reftrained. Is it unknown to 
your Lordfhips, that this is one of tliofe deluGons which 
the advo(^ates (ot this trade are fp much accuftomed to 
tefort to, in Order to prevent a cotreft view from being 
taken of this important fubjefk ? Are you ignorant, my 
Lords, that a law is now in unrefifted progrefs in the 
tJnited States, by which it is to be enafted, that thofe who 
lengage in this murderous trade^ ihould pay witk their 
lives the penalty of the crime ? 
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** If It be^ admitted, that this trade may be already con- 
fideted as extinft in America, from the influence of thofi 
maxims of enlightened policy which pervade the inftitu* 
lions of that republic ; we are next told, that no fuel 
principles are received among the old governments ol 
Europe ; that many of thefe, pofleffing extenfive refources 
of navigation, will take up with avidity what you furrender, 
and, while your maritime ftrength is weakened by the 
facrifice> theirs will be greatly increafed by the ac- 
quifition. 

' ^* A little attention to the prefent fituation of Europe, 
will convince us, that, with the exception of Portugal, 
there is no European ftate capable of engaging in this 
trade. The truth is, Aat Portugal itfelf can contribute 
very little to the maintenance of that portion of it which 
we abandon. It is not merely to the induftry and inge- 
nuity of the Britifh people that their widely-extended com- 
merce is to be afcribed ; it is alfo to be attributed to the 
opulence of our merchants, to the large capitals they are 
capable of invefting in remote and difficult enterprizes ; 
and of the various branches of commercial fpeculation, 
there are few which require more capital than that to 
which I have been now adverting. In the prefent flate of 
derangement and difor^anization of the Continent of 
Europe, when almofl every government is fliaken to its- 
qentre y when property, through immenfe diflridls, is al- 
mofl annihilated, where is the capital to be found by- 
which fuch large projefts of individual gain are to be fup- 
ported ? Where, above all, is to be found that confi- 
dence, either public or private, without which fuch a 
fpecies of extended commerce can never fubfifl ? 

" From thefe confiderations, my Lords, I would exhort 
you to banifh all alarming apprehenfions, on account of 
any fuccefles of rival flates in the profecution of thi* 
trade. But were it otherwife ; fuppofing all thefe ima- 
ginary ftories, which the friends of this pernicious fyftcm 
have invented, were founded in accurate views of the 
refources of European nations, ought we, on that account, 
to be the inllruments of this commerce ? Ought we, ray 
Lords, to coiTlmIt the foul crime of murder, becaufe others 
can be found atrocious enough to be the perpetrators of it, 

if 
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if we (hould arreft our hands when ralfed for die deftnic- 
tion of ptnr fpecies ? 

** One of the moft curious arguments urged in objeftion 
to this bill, is, that it is not fufficiently extenfive, fo as to 
prevent all Slavery within the wide range of the Britifh 
dominions. We are told, that if it ak)liih the" intro- 
dudlion of new Slaves, ftill there is a clafs of men in 
our iflands, who are doomed to perpetual fervitude, who 
are Britifh fubjefts, and who are entitled to the proteftion 
of Britifh laws. Let us look for a moment to the ten- 
dency of this reafoning. It is, that becaufe one law doe§ 
not comprife all pofTible good, tlie good which it does 
propofe ought not to be purfued ; and becaufe we cannot 
at once alleviate all the diftrefling circumftances attendant 
on Slavery, we are to exert no endeavours to diminifh 
them. The error in this cafe arifqs from blending two 
things, which are in themfejves perfeftly diftinft. The 
queftion before your Ijordfhips is not whether ^he Slave* 
now cxifting in the Wefl Indies fliould be emancipated 5 
but whether the frcfh fupplies from Africa fhould be 
obflrufled, and all the evils incident to that trade pre- 
vented. Whatever doubts may be entertained refpcfting 
the former queftion, on the fcore of juftice, rcfpefting 
the latter there is no uncertainty, when the fafts of the 
cafe are detailed. No comment is neceflary •, every mind 
mufl inftantly acknowledge, that fuch a practice is incon- 
fiflent with the relative duties of man and man. It is alfo 
important to remember, that ^ny fudden changes may 
prove unfavourable to happinefs. It is often neceffary, 
that we fhould be prepared gradually for any g^eat change 
in our condition, even where the mind is improved by 
a high degree of civilization. Liberty, rafhiy and in-» 
judicioufly given to the Slaves in the Weft Indies, might 
be the means of their inftant and utter deftruftion. This 
obfervation may be confirir^ed hiftorically, by adverting to 
the flate of St. Domingo. It is, however, of great con- 
fequence, that we fhould look attentively to that period, 
yrheh the difgrace of Slayery, in any form^ fhall no longer 
be fufFered within the territories of this free country. 
While we are advocates for the liberties of Europe, while 
\^C raife the ftandard of freedom ^ij^itvft, v\v^ coTwrcvcixv 
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enemy of order, virtue and humanity, It behoves us pe« 
culiarly to preferve that freedom unpolhited within th« 
pale or the Britifli empire. Feeling, my Lords, ftrongiy. 
all the duties which refult from fqch a fituation, I recom- 
mend this meafure to your notice, as the moft fafe and 
effediual means of the ultimate emancipation of the Slarea 
in the Weft Indies. By this expedient, you will abun- 
dantly ameliorate their condition, fo that they ^nay be 
fitted for the enjoyment of that- liberty, which in cverj 
xcgion of the earth is the common right of human nature; 

*/ During twenty^ years, I have been folicitous that th^ 
great defign contemplated in the prefent bill flioiild be ac- 
complifhed, and I hope and believe, that at laft our 
exertions in fo good a caufe will be attended with fuccefs. 
If it ihould be fo, I fhall look upon the refult of theife en-^ 
deavours, in every future period of my exiftence, withj 
pride and fatisfadiion. If I fhould be difappointed, I fliall, 
at leaft, have the cohfolation of having, however ineffec-^ 
tually, employed the beft means in my power to attain an 
object calculated to promote the beft interefts of my 
country, and in v^ch its honour and happinefs arc^ 
equally concerned. 

" But while I fpeak of my own humble inftrumentality 
in promoting this defirable event, I cannot avoid adverting 
with refpeft and admiration to the unwearied labours of 
an honourable member of another Houfe, a confiderable; 
portion of whofe life has been devoted to the intereft of 
humanity, and to the glory of England in the lame pur- 
fuit. Year after year has he perfcvered, witliout being 
impeded by difficulties, without bejing difcouragcd by. 
refiftance. His. vigilance and ability were equal to meet 
the one, and his fortitude and fpirit were competent toi 
encounter the other. PoflefEng talents fuited to any 
fituation, he has chofen his place among the injured fons 
©f Africa, and with the energies of his virtue, and the 
powers of his eloquence, he has at laft convinced hia 
countrymen of the facred rights they have prophaned in 
that remote continent, tod long the, theatre, of rapine, 
defolation, and murder. • • ^ > 

" I am afraid I have very imperfeftly difcharged the. 
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^uty I had undertaken ; it has, however been fulfilled in 
.^e beft planner I am able, and I hope your Lordfliips, by 
your vote of this night for the fecond reading of this bill,| 
will give your farther fandipn to a meafure which is re- 
commended tp yoijr fupport by fo many cogent motives.** 

[The report pf the fequel of this day's debate is fo imr 

Kirfeft, in cpnfequence of the interruption given to the 
ortrhand writers^ that it will not be poflible to do much 
^ore than mention the names of the difiPerent fpeakers, in 
the order in whidi they followed cacl^ other J 

TheDvike of Plaii^>j[ce follo\ved Lord Grenville, an4 
argued againft the Abolition of the Slave Trade, on the 
ground of the injury which muft refult from the meafure 
\o the commerce and naval power of this country. The 
Slave trade would not be abolifhed. It vvould only pafs 
into other hands, lyho would carry it on with a greatei? 
wafte of human life than was incurred by us. As for the 
Slaves in the Weft Indies, he affirmed that they were the 
^appieft fet pjF people in the world, and that it Was huf 
panity to. place th^m in that fituation. 

The Duke of Gloucester, in a fpeech worthy of a de- 
(cendant of the Houfe of Brunfwick, combated the argu-* 
toents of his Royal relation, and affirmed the ti(ade in quef^ 
tioa to be a cfu,d and crihiinal traffic in the blood of our 
iellow creatures, and therefore a foul ftain on the national 
fharaAer, and ^ offimce to the Almighty. On every 
ground to which an appeal had been made : on the ground 
6f policy, on the ground of humanity, on the ground of 
juftice } 1>ut above all, on the ground of religion, he 
would vQjte for it^ immediate extinAipn. 

The Earl of Westmorland entered intp a long defence, 
pf the Slave Trade, and attempted to blunt the force of 
ijomc of Lord ferenville^s iirgumen^s. He maintained tha^ 
the Weft Indian iflands could not maintain their popula- 
tion if this trade were aboli(hed, and that the effef^ of a. 
^minifhed population would be a diminiftied ciiltivationt^ 
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a[ falling off in our trade and revenue, and in our naval u 
fpurcesy and confequently the ruin of the empire. 

« 

The Earl of Selkirk refuted the reafoning which ha 
been emploved on the fubjeft of population, and (hewe 
from the wnole courfe of paft experience, as well. as fror 
^very approved axiom in political occonomy, that where 
people ^re not fubjefted to extraordinary feverities ad' 
privations, they muft increafe. 

Lord Vifceunt Sidmouth dated at large the reafon 
which induced him to prefer gradual to iipmediate abpli 
tion. He dwelt principally on our ignorance of Wef 
Indian ftatiftics, as a reafon at lead for delay, until W( 
fliould have fatisfied ourfelves that the population of th 
iflands would be kept up without freih importations. H< 
ufed at the fame time, with refpeft to the trade itfelf, al 
thofe ftrong epithets of reprobation whiph he had beei^ ac 
Cuftomed to employ in defcribing it. 

The Earl of Rosslyn,* in a very luminous fpeech, en- 
deavoured to fatisfy the noble Viscount who had precedec 
him, that his fears, with refpeft to the efFefls of thij 
meafure on Weft Indian population, were vain. He 
proved by the documents pn the table, that all the Well 
India iflands from which returns had been procured^ had 
already arrived at that point at which the noble Vifcount 
had faid it would be fafe to aboliih the Slave Trade, He 
therefore claii^ed the fupport of the noble Vifcount on his 
own principles. — Lord Rofslyn's fpeech was throughout 
replete with folid argument and convincing ftatcments. 

Earl St. Vincent cxprefled his decided difapprobation 
of the propofed meafure, faid he had been in the Weft 
Indfes himfelf, and was fully perfuaded from perfonal ob- 
fervation, that the planters in our iflands were the moft 
humane fet of men, and the Negrpes the happieft fet o( 
beings, in the univerfe. 

• _ 

Lord Hood remarked, that he alfo had been in the 
}Ve{l Indies i not like the uoble Earl^ living en board his 
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fliip, and only paying an occafional vifit to the plantations^. 
but refiding for long periods of time, on one occafion, for. 
two yearS) on fli'ore. He had feen fuch a mafs of mifery 
in thofe iflands, that he could not fatisfy his confcience 
not to . come and give all the fupport ot which he was 
capable to this grand meafure of juftice and benevolence. 
He then related fevcral fafts which had paffed under his 
own obfervation, as proving the wretched, helplefs, and 
degraded ftate of the Negro Slaves. The Houfe was vifi- 
bly affefted by the noble Lord's relation. 

Lord King exprefled, in a few words, his abhorrence 
of the Slave Trade. 

Lord Eldon oppofed the prefent meafure, on the ground 
chiefly of the injuftice which would be done by it to the 
Planters, particularly if full compenfation were not given 
them for their lofles. 

The Bifliop of Durham gave the bill his cordial fup- 
port ; and fhewed at large the inconfiftency of the trade 
which it was intended to abolilh with every principle of 
the Chriftian religion. 

Eari'MoiRA made a mafterly and dignified appeal to the 
juftice and feeling of the Houfe. He feverely animad-i 
verted on thofe who had endeavoured to defend the trade, 
by placing it on the footing of a providential appointment, 
with which it was wrong to interfere ; (Lord Weftmore- 
land had ufed fome fuch argument) and fhewed, by -a 
reference both to the tvorks and word of God, how futile 
fuch pretences were. 

Lord Hawkesbury went over a great part of the ground? 
which he had taken on former occafions, in vindicating the 
continuance of this trade, though admitted to be a great 
evil. 

Lord Holland replied to the laft fpeaker, and to 
others who had fpoken in favour of the Slave Trade in the 
courfe of the debate. His fpeech throughout was highly 
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eloqu^t and ImprefliYC. But when towards the I 
of it he ventured to allude to Mr. Fox, he wai i 
overcome^ and there Was fcarcely an individual m 
houfe who did rtot feem to fympathize with him. Xi 
courfe of his fpeech the noble Lord paid an elegant I 
pliment to the authi^r of this great meafure, who had 
mortalized his name by his unwearied efforts in the c 
of juftice and humanity, and whofe inemory wdufc 
blefled by millions yet unbotn. 

The fjUeftion was now loudly called for. Whei 
Houfe divided, (which was about four g'clpck in 
morning) the numbers were a3 follows : 

Contents * - -- 72 
Proxies * - - 28 



Not Contents * - 28 
Proxies * * *. 8 



100 



36 



Fei^. 6. 

The Houfe went into a Committee on the blUj 
filled up the blanks. 

Feb. 9* 
The Report of the Committee was received. 

Feb. 10. 

The bill was read a third time) and fent to the C 
«iQns4 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS, 

TuESDAT, Feb. lO, 1807. 



THE BUI for the Abolition of the Slave Trade was 
brought up from the Lords, read a firft time, and order e4 
to be read a fecond time on the 20th. 



Friday, Feb. 20. 

On the order of the day for the fecond reading of the 
Bill for the Abolition of the Slave Trade being read, it was 
moved, that Counfel fhould be heard on behalf of th© 
Petitioners againft the bill 5 and the motion being agreed 
to, counfel were accordingly called in and heard, viz. 
Mr, D alias y in behalf of the Weft Indian Merchants ^nd 
Planters ; Mr. Alexander ^ in behalf of the Merchants 
engaged in the African Slave Trade ; Mr. Clarhey in be- 
half of the Corporation of Liverpool ; and Mr. Scarlett^ 
in behalf of the Merchants and Planters concerned in the 
ifland of Trinidad. 

The hearing of counfel haying been protrafted to a late 
hour, it was agreed to read the bill a fecond time, and to 
referve the debate on the principle of the meafure to the 
23d, when the motion fhould be made for going into a 
Conmiittee. 

Monday, February 23. 

Previous to the order of the day being moved, for going 
into a Committee on the Bill for abolifliing the Slave 
Trade, 

Mr. Manning rofe, arfd explained, at fome length, his 
views on tljie fubjed of compenfation to the Planters for 
the lofTes which they would incur by the propofed meafizre. 
Compenfation, he laid, would not, in his opinion, be re- 
quired to any great extent ; but ftill, h^coxvcw^^L \x V-s.^ 
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indifpenfable to the ends of juftice, that a profpeft of fai 
compenfatiop fhould be held out to the Planters. He coc 
eluded with afking Minifters, if they were ready to acced 
to a propofal for compenfation ? 

« 

LordHowiCK replied, that he was not prepared to-fig 
nify the concurrence of his Majefty, on the fubje£t of th 
compenfations which had been fo frequently mentione 
Vrhen the abolition of the Slave Trade had been under th 
confideration of the Houfe ; nor would he, at this mc 
ment, enter upon the confideration of the fubj eft, becaul 
he did not think the prefent ftage of the bufinefs the f 
one for examining the merits of this queftion. He di 
not thmk it right that Parliament fhould, in this ftate < 
Its progrefs in the bufinefs, confider, with a view to con 
.penfation, the eventual lofTes confequent on the fteps 
might or might not take. He then moved the order of tf 
day, for the Houfe to go into a committee on the bill fc 
the Abolition of the Slave Trade. 

» 

The queftion being put, that tliis bill be committe 
immediately. 

Lord Ho WICK rofe. '^ In the courfe of my parliamer 
tary experience, I have feldom found myfelf in a ftate ( 
greater embarrafsment, than at this moment. Whe 
I take under niy review the great extent and variety c 
the details which are prefling on my mind, I find it e3 
: tremely difficult to diftinguilh between thofe which ha^ 
been often repeated, and others, to which the atientio 
of the Houfe ha$ been lefs frequently invited ; and I ftioul 
lament my own indifcretion, if I were very long to trefpal 
upon the time of the, Houfe, on a fubjeft in which n 
honourable member feels, perhaps, more ftrongly tha 
I do, but which is more familiar to many of thofe whor 
I have the honour to addref$, than it is to myfelf. 

*' Since I profefs tliat this is a queftion in the refult c 
which I feel more interefted than any in which I ha^ 
taken apart from the commencement of my duties in th: 
place, I am anxious to ftate the motives and the ground 
of the proceedings, efpecially in this new Parliament, i 
which fome of the oi^mbex^ c?LW\\oX.\ift\^\'^ ^Qrs\N^\^'\wt m th 
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inquiry ; and thefe principles will be fupplied from a part 
of the fafts felefted from the vaft body of evidence, upon 
which, I conceive, the conclufion we would arrive at 
ought to depend. To moft of the honourable members, 
the whole queftion is known with all its merits, and in all 
its details, and they muft be perfe£Hy awai^, that whatever 
tranch I advert to, their patience muft be expofed to fome 
trial ; yet, I muft not on this account, negleft to do 
juftice to the caufe in which I am foHcitous to acquit 
myfelf, both from the impulfe of private feeling, and the 
obligation of public duty. 

" From the repeated difcuflions to which I have alluded, 
ibme of the material fafts and principles have been clearly 
demonftrated, fp that what it was heretofore neceflary to 
argue, is in many refpedts, at this time, no longer a pro- 
per fubjeft of doubt or difputation. I am, not. Sir, 
laware, that it is the difpofition of many to difpute the 
leading propofition on which this bill is founded. I be- 
lieve it is now, almoft univerfally acknowledged, and even 
by thofe who are merchants or planters, that the principle 
pf the trade, as far as it concerns Africa, is moft unjuft. 
Afluming then this conceffion, I am relieved from that 
part of the argument which was employed to fhew, that 
this trade does entail upon the Continent of Africa the 
moft frightful of human calamities ; where a condition of 
remote exile and fervitude is procured by war, by falfe 
accufations, by kidnapping, robbery, and pillage ; alt 
which, in whatever light we may confider it, to the inha*. 
bitants of Africa is a perpetual incentive to violence and 
murder, an impaflable bar to the prpgref^ of civilization, 
and the means of happinefs throughout thofe vaft and va^ 
rious regions. This conclufion is no longer difputed. 

** Nor is this the only part of the queftion, in which 
I am relQafed from farther elucidation by the ample dif- 
cufEon which it has already undrrgone. There is an- 
other portion of it» in which I have not heard any attempt 
at juftification y I mean, as to the fufferings incident to 
the conveyance of the Slaves to the Weft Indies. Confi- 
dent as the learned council have been in many particular^, 
they have ventured to tell us nothing of the luxuries, of 
the middle paflage. The endeavour has not now been 
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made to perfuade us, that thefe poor creatures, rudely 
torn from the warm bofom of their country, were in- 
dulging in the fong and the dance, as ufed formerly to be 
reprefented. After an examination of thefe matters 
during the long .period of twenty years, fuch vague afler-. 
tions have been contradifted \ fuch illufive notions been 
exploded; and at this advanced period I may be admitted 
to cherifh the expe£kation, that there is not a man in the 
Houfe who is prepared to (late that the trade to Africa 
is juft, or that the treatment of the Slaves in the middle 
paflige is not injurious and cruel. 

*' Let me not, however, gratify my wifhes by falfc 
views of the public fentiment in this houfe. There haye, 
I believe, been one or two individuals who, notwithftandinpj* 
the protrafted inquiries into the merits of this qu eft ion, 
yet remain infenfible under the powerful reafoning which 
has been direfted to enlighten their underftandings •, and 
it has been ftated by one honourable member, not furely 
withbuf^fome appearance of extravagance, that the SlavQ 
Trade is ofYo excellent a nature, that if it did not exift, 
he would himfelf propofe its eftablifhment. I leave fuch . 
a declaration to the feelings of the houfe and of the coun- 
try, being fatisfied, that it requires no oppofition in the 
ferious form of argument. 

" I believe that elfewhere it has been aflerted, that this 
trade is fandlioned by divine authority, and that the holy 
fcriptures fupply the vindication of it. To this I (hall 
anfwer in a fingle fentence by obferving, that it is con- 
trary to the fundamental doftrine of the Chriftian reli- 
gion; to that benevolent command which comprehends, 
m a few worrfs, all the great duties of human nature, en- 
joining us to do unto others as we would that they 
Ihould do unto us; 

' " After thefe reflexions. Sir, I may difmifs the argument 
tpplicable to that divifion of the fubje<a, although it con- 
ftitutes, indeed, the very effenceof thequeftion; and I 
flball, therefore, aiTume, that with refpeft to Africa this is 
•a trade which cannot be reconciled with the acknowledged 
principlesofjuftice and humanity. 

"Thequeftion then is reduced, almoft exclufively, to 
Ac narrow point of natioiul policy \ I fay almoft, becaufe 
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juftlce, as a relative virtue, involves itfelf - in the queftion 
of policy J for we are not to contemplate juftice merely as 
it is to be diftributed to the African, but as it is connefted 
with our own merchants and with our colonial eflabiifli- 
ments. The queftion being capable of thefe reft rid ions, 
I fhall avail myfelf of the convenience of taking a more 
contrafted view of the fubjeft than has been ufual on 
fome former occafions ', but before I do fo, I muft enter 
my proteft againft fome principles of relative juftice which 
have been very confidently ftated. 

"I admit that the queftion ftiould be examined in all its 
feveral views, and in all its different hearings : and when 
I am called upon to do juftice to our traders here, and to 
our colonifts abroad, I muft admit that they have, with all 
the reft of the world, and in common with all our fellow 
fubjefts, a decided claim of juftice at our hands. But what 
they have denominated juftice is not confiftent with the 
legitimate charadler of that virtue : for they call upon us 
to violate the rights of others, and to tranfgrefs our own 
moral duties. What they diftinguifh as juftice, involves the 
greateft injury to others. It is not, in faft, juftice which 
they demand — but favour — and favour to themfelves at 
the expence of the moft grievous injuftice to others. 

*' If it can befliewn, as 1 think has already been rendered 
moft palpable, that this trade has been productive of the 
greateft evils to a whole continent ; that it occafions rob- 
bery, violence, and murder ; I fay that no pretences of 
commercial profit or advantage could induce, or ought to 
induce, the legiflature of Great Britain to continue fuch a 
traffic. I cannot believe that it is poiTible fuch a contra- 
diftion Ihould exift between the means and the end pre- 
fcribedby beneficent Providence, that individuals fhould be 
vindicated in purfuing an ultimate good by the commif- 
Con of enormous crimes. 

**If I were prepared to admit that in the firft inftance the 
abolition of this trade, which I truft at length is about to be 
accomplifhed, would be attended with foine temporary in- 
convenience to the commerce of the realm, yet, feeling, a^s I 
do, that the trade is contrary to all the principles of juftice 
and humanity, I ihouid contend for its annihilation as for 
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one of the moft facred of duties which could be impofo 
upon the parliament of this country. 

" As, however, the queftion of policy has been darted 
I wifh at prefent particularly to attend to it in that light 
though certainly not with the view to determine by the de 
grees of policy, whether we fhould proceed to abolition 
But it may tranquilize the fpirits, and conciliate the mind 
of lome perfons, if 1 fliould be fuccefsful in proving, that i 
is not in a high degree profitable ; that it is not neceflar] 
to the commercial profperity to the revenues, or the marl 
time power of the country •, that, on the contrary, all thefe 
may be increafed by the fblemn aft of juftice I have pro. 

Sjofed. Then, 1 truft, every motive operating againft th< 
iippreflion of it will be removed. 

*' The parties who have oppofed this bill appear before 
the houfe, either in the character of merchants, fliip-own- 
ers, or planters. I iliall confider each of thefe diftinftions 
in fome detail, with a defign to fliew, that none of thefe 
interefted parties can have a fit ground of complaint. 

" Firft, with regard to thofe who are concerned in the 
trade from this country, and who have been reprefented at 
the bar by the learned counfel ; I am not at all difcour- 
aged by the ftatements that have been fo ably made to you 
through that channel; and in order to eftablifti correft 
notions of them, I fhall enquire into the real value of this 
trade, and the extent in which it is likely to be zfkSted 
by your determination. 

' *' It was declared by one of the Gentlemen to whom I 
have juft referred, who appeared in behalf of the mer- 
chants of Liverpool, that the prodigious increafe and great 
opulence of that town, were almoft entirely to be attributed 
to the exiftence of the Slave Trade. I fhould be exceed- 
ingly forry if it could be correctly ftated, that the com- 
merce of that valuable port depended upon the African 
Trade; meaning, at this moment, that part of the trade to 
Africa which confifts in the tranfport of Slaves. 

'* It will be my bufinefs, by a reference to the accounts 
before the houfe, to explain how incorre£l:ly the calcuIa-» 
tions are made which can lead to any fuch conclufion. 
By the accounts it appears, that thi& branch of cgmmerqe 

amo\in^e(i 
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amounted only to one fifty-third part of our whole trade. 
Yet this is not a fair reprefention for my argument, be- 
caufe the tonnage in the export trade from Ireland, and in 
the coafting trade, is not included. Another fource of 
miftake, is, that not only the fhips engaged in the Slave 
Trade, but thofe in the direft African Trade, and which 
have no connection with the Slave Trade are compre- 
liended. Thus, every advantage is given to thofe who, 
on the priifciple of the importance of this trade, oppofe 
the abolition. 

** But to follow the queftion through the particular ac- 
counts. In the year 1803, about thirty thoufand tons of 
(hipping cleared out for«the coaft of Africa, which em- 
ployed about 3900 feamen. ,Of thefe, taking the round 
numbers^ about feven thoufand iix hundred tons returned 
with produce, without engaging in the farther voyage to 
the Weft Indies, for the purpofe of the Slave Trade 5 and 
therefore, only about 22,400 tons and 3300 feamen, were 
adlually employed in the conveyance of Slaves. 

** The total tonnage employed in the export trade of 
this ifland in the fame year was 15435,850, and the number 
of feamen employed in the navigation of the (hipping com- 
pofing this tonnage, was .92,940. Thus taking the round 
numbers, and not attending to the minute proportions, it 
appears that only one fixty-foiirth part of the whole Britifh 
tonnage, and fomething lefs than one twenty-eighth part 
of the native feamen employed in the export trade of this 
ifland alone were engaged in the Slave Trade. 

•* About 54,000 tons and 28,700 feamen belonging to 
foreign countries, were employed in our export trade this 
year. But only Britifh tonnage and feamen are reckoned 
above. — The Irifli export trade is likewife wholly de- 
duced. I 

** In the year 1804, fomething more than thirty-eight 

thoufand tons of (hipping cleared out for the coaft of 

-Africa, with a proportionable number of feamen, and by 

'comparing it in the fame way with the total tonnage, and 

with the total of the number of feamen, deducing thofe 

(hips and men deftined to the fame coaft, and not engaged 

in the Slave Trade, it appeared, that one forty-eighth of 

the tonnare, and one twentieth of the feameu vi«t^ c^cc^ 

pied In this commerce* ^Following tVv^ t^cov^ , tivo^^ ^1 
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one of the hioft facred of duties which could be impofcc 
upon the parliament of this country. 

" As, however, the queftion of policy has been darted. 
I wifh at prefent particularly to attend to it in that light 
though certainly not with the view to determine by the de- 
grees of policy, whether we fhould proceed to abolition, 
But it may tranquilize the fpirits, and conciliate the mindj 
of lome perfons, if 1 fliould be fuccefsful in proving, that it 
is not in a high degree profitable ; that it is not neceflary 
to the commercial profperity to the revenues, or the mari^ 
time power of the country ; that, on the contrary, all thefe 
may be increafed by thefblemn aft of juftice I have pro-* 
pofed. Then, I truft, every motive operating againft the 
fuppreflion of it will be removed. 

*' The parties who have oppofed this bill appear before 
the houfe, either in the character of merchants, fliip-own- 
ers, or planters. I iliall confider each of thefe diftindions 
in fome detail, with a defign to fliew, that none of thefe 
interefted parties can have a fit ground of complaint. 

" Firft, with regard to thofe who are concerned in the 
trade from this country, and who have been reprefented at 
the bar by the learned counfel ; I am not at all difcour- 
aged by the ftatements that have been fo ably made to you 
through that channel \ and in order to eftablifti correft 
notions of them, I fhall enquire into the real value of this 
trade, and the extent in which it is likely to be zfkSted 
by your determination. 

' *' It was declared by one of the Gentlemen to whom I 
have juft referred, wnp appeared in behalf of the mer- 
chants of Liverpool, that the prodigious increafe and great 
opulence of that town, were almoft entirely to be attributed 
to the exiftence of the Slave Trade. I fhould be exceed- 
ingly forry if it could be correctly dated, that the com- 
merce of that valuable port depended upon the African 
Trade; meaning, at this moment, that part of the trade to 
Africa which confids in the tranfport of Slaves. 

** It will be my bufinefs, by a reference to the accounts 
before the houfe, to explain how incorre£l:ly the calcula-» 
tions are made which can lead to any fuch conclufion. 
By the accounts it appears, that this' branch of cpmrnerqe 
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amounted only to one fifty-third part of our whole tr?»de. 
Yet this is not a fair reprefention for my argument, be- 
caufe the tonnage in the export trade from Ireland, and in 
the coafting trade, is not included. Another fource of 
miftake, is, that not only the fhips engaged in the Slave 
Trade, but thofe in the direft African Trade, and which 
have rio connection with the Slave Trade are compre- 
hended. Thus, every advantage is given to thofe who, 
on the priifciple of the importance of this trade, oppofe 
the abolition. 

** But to follow the queftion through the particular ac- 
counts. In the year 1803, about thirty thoufand tons of 
(hipping cleared out for«the coaft of Africa, which em- 
ployed about 3900 feamen. , Of thefe, taking the round 
numbers^ about feven thoufand iix hundred tons returned 
with produce, without engaging in the farther voyage to 
the Weft Indies, for the purpofe of the Slave Trade 5 and 
therefore, only about 22,400 tons and 3300 feamen, were 
adlually employed in the conveyance of Slaves. 

** The total tonnage employed in the export trade of 
this ifland in the fame year was 15435,850, and the number 
of feamen employed in the navigation of the (hipping com- 
pofing this tonnage, was .92,940. Thus taking the round 
numbers, and not attending to the minute proportions, it 
appears diat only one fixty-foiirth part of the whole Britifh 
tonnage, and fomething lefs than one twenty-eighth part 
of the native feamen employed in the export trade of this 
ifland alone were engaged in the Slave Trade. 

•* About 54,000 tons and 28,700 feamen belonging to 
foreign countries, were employed in our export trade this 
year. But only Britifh tonnage and feamen are reckoned 
above. — The Irifli export trade is likewife wholly de- 
duced. ^ 1^ ^ 

** In the year 1804, fomething more than thirty-eight 
thoufand tons of (hipping cleared out for the coaft of 
Africa, with a proportionable number of feamen, and by 
'comparing it in the fame way with the total tonnage, and 
with the total of the number of feamen, dedufting thofe 
(hips and men deftined to the fame coaft, and not engaged 
in the Slave Trade, it appeared, that one forty-eighth of 
the tonnare, and one twentieth of the feameu vi«t^ c^cc^ 
pied In this commerce. Following tVv^ t^m^,tivo^^ ^1 
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eftimate for the year 18^5, the Britifh tonnage employe 
in the export trade from Great Britain (not including th 
export trade from Ireland) was 1,495, 9 ^> ^"^ ^^^ ^^™ 
ber of feamen condu£l:ing this quantity of (hipping wa 
94,388. Comparing this with the tonnage cleared ou 
for Africa, and making the allowance, as before, for tha 
part of it in the direft trade not conne<Ll:ed with the Slavi 
Trade, the relative (late was one fifty4econd of the ton 
nage, and one twenty-third of the total number of feamen 
employed in the Brrtifli export trade, excluding, as I faie 
l>efore, the Irifh trade, and alfo the coafting trade. 

** The refult, then, upon the average of three years, k 
that only one fifty-fourth of the total Britifh tonnage, and 
one twenty-third of the total of the leamen, employed in 
the export trade of Britain, alone are engaged in the Afri- 
can Slave Trade. 

^* I wiQi Gentlemen attending to thefe calculations 
would confider, whether if tliis amount of (hipping and 
feamen were to be utterly annihilated by the bill, it could 
be conceived fuch a ferious lofs as this country would be 
unable to bear; fuch a lofs as to furnifh an adequate rea- 
fon for refilling the meafure. i5ut Gentlemen cannot be 
ignorant of the abundant facilities which the ingenuity of 
the commercial fpirit could put in requifion to fulfil its 
purpofes. We fee, every day, in what a variety of ways 
the furplus capital always finds a vent in ftme new en- 
gagements, fo that it could not reafonably be imagined, 
that one fifty-fourth of the commercial marine, and one 
twenty-third of the hands fupported by it, would not find 
employment in fome way beneficial to thofe concerned at 
prefent in the Slave Trade. 

" But I will take another view of the fubjeft. The 
whole annual value of the export trade ^0 Africa, on an aver- 
ageof tenyears ending in i8co,was93o, i Q4, from which is 
to be deduced tlie produce returned by the (hipping enga- 
ged on the coaft,and not having the fame remote deftination, 
but returning to this country with goods This amount^s 
on the fame average to •'^83,725, and leaves for the capital 
engaged in the Slave Trade .^846,409, Now comparing 
this with the total of the exports at the faire period, I do 
vot think that this does prefent to the Houfe fo formidable 
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an appearance as to prevent the final decifion of this great 
queilion of national juftice. The pioportion, the firil 
amount, /o reduced by the fecond, iDcars to the ' average 
capital^of the export trade, does not exceed one thirty-fourth 
taken on a retrofpedlive eftimate of ten years, termina- 
ting with 1800, and making an ample allowance for the 
difference between real and official value as it may affedi 
the exports to Africa « 

" It will be heard with pleafure,- that the comparifon, 
according to the prcfent amount 0/ the trade fhews that 
the lofs of it will be ftill Jefs important to this country. 
Notwithftanding the tardinefs to abolifh it, wliich has 
been fhewn to the difgrace of the country, fomething ha« 
been done j fome meafures have already been fuccefsfujlj 
adopted, to prevent the extenfion of that commerce. Since 
the year 1800, where my calculations endji what is called 
the foreign Slave Trade has been actually aboiilhed, and 
the importation into the conquered colonies has been ex- 
prefsly prohibited, fo that the remnant of the trade only, 
at this moment exifls — that part which is confined to tb^ 
fupply of the old Britifh Ifland. 

" It appears, by the accounts which have been laid 
upon your table, and likewife from a book which may 
be deemed of very confiderable authority when cited on 
this fide of the queftion, (I mean Sir William Young's 
Common Place Book) that the average number of Negroes 
exported by us was 35, 00 : and that of this number 
20,000 were fent to the foreign and conquered colonic?, 
fo that for the ufe of our own old iilands only 15,000 were 
required. The proportion, tlien, referable to the formei;, 
was four-fevenths of the total number ; the quantity be- 
longing to the latter is three- fevenths, and therefore, when 
we talk of the abolition of the trade on this occaficn,. we 
muft always remember, that four-fevenths. have already 
been cut off, and that the meafure which I now propofe 
can extend only to the three-fevenths which remain en- 
gaged in the trade of the original colonies. Apply this tP 
the calculations which I have already laid before youj and 
you will find that at this time, the amount of tliQ capital 
pniployed in the Slave Trade, compared \vith the gran jl 
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total of the commercial capital of the nation, is not on 
thirty- fourth, but only about one -eightieth of that total. 

** Indeed, I think, on other grounds it may be found t 
be ftill lefs. Thequeftion with thefe explanations, is re 
duced to the computation on the value and profit refultinj 
from the tranfport of 15,000 Slaves, this being the ^yhol( 
number which is retained in our original colonies in th< 
Weft Indies, and to which alone the bill applies. 

" Now let us, for a moment, examine the value oi 
thcfe 15,000 Slaves. The goods which would be exports 
ed to purchafe this number, 1 apprehend, would not 
amount to more than ^250,000, but allow it to be doubly 
that fum, or 1^500,000, and you will ftateitmuch beyond 
the utmoft to which the perfon moft anxious to enhance 
their value would compute them, to which the Slave traders 
themfelves have ever ftrained them . The exports of the 
•year 1805, amounted to j>^5 5,000,000 which (hews, that 
on the mo(| fanguine (iatement which can be made by the 
iKlvocates of this deteftable commerce, it does not engage 
miore than the one hundred and tenth part of the whole 
capital employed in our exports ; and that is in fa£l: as 
contemptible in its amount, compared with the lawful 
Vefources of our wealth, as it is iniquitous in its nature. 
,This view will relieve us from fome anxiety regarding 
the extent of the mifchief, even allowing the confe- 
fjuences to be as ruinous to one particular branch of our 
trade as they have been reprefented. •But I muft 
again repeat, that we are not to look to a total lofs, 
becaufe one channel may be for wife reafons, inter- 
cepted ; for, I cannot allow myfelf to doubt, when 
! attend to the multiplied refources, to the adlive 
talents qf mercantile adventurers, and to the aftonifhing 
expanfion qf trade during all the difficulties of war, that 
if the capital employed in Africa were to be withfield from 
fuch an application to-morrow, ftill, it might be other- 
wife engaged to great advantage, and fo as to preferve. 
•the honour of the Britifh people in the face of Europe, 
and of the world. ' 

"But there arefacls introduced into this fubj eft, which 
it is true, multiply the matters connefted with its confider- 
■fttion 5 and although operative on the minds of individuals 
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immediately interefted, yet cannot be viewed in a light 
of great national importance. The learned counfel who 
appeared on behalf of the town of Liverpool the other 
night, drew our attention to the place he reprefented, and 
to the dock duties there collefted; and he ftated, 
that if the trade fhould be aboliflied, the whole revenue 
of the dock duties might be loft. And what was the 
amount of them ? I believe it was not more than 
^^5000. On an affair of fuch magnitude, you will not 
expe£k that I fliould detain you long -with obviating the 
difficulties refulting from the facrifice of fuch a trifling 
amouni. But to refort to an eftimate which now lies be- 
fore me. In the year 1772, the total number of fhips 
engaged in the Slave Trade, was 175. Seven years 
pofterior to tliat date, viz. in the year 17791 they were 
reduced, in confequence of the war with America and 
France, to Only 28 5 amounting almoft, in this fhort in- 
terval, to an effeftual abolition of the trade. If what is 
reprefented of the fatal confequences of the deftruftion 
of this commerce were at all corredl, we (hould expe£b 
to find, that in 1779 our great commercial fuperiority 
was about to be extinguifhed, that our rich colonies were 
about to be furrendered, that our maritime ftrength was 
about to be deftroyed, and that the independence if not 
the exiftence of the country was to be facrificed : yet we do 
find, that the f rofperity of the country was n6t materially 
afFefted by this moft alarming event. I (hall be able to 
fhewfrom the documents before me, however reluftant tlie 
inhabitants of Liverpool may be at this moment to confefs 
it, that they had their full fliare in this rcdu£Hon of the 
tAde, and that neverthelefs the town did not fiiffer much 
from the decreafe : • thefe very dock duties, to wliich the 
counfel referred, not only did not fail, but were adlually 
augmented. 

" Sir, in the year 1772 1 faid that the total number of 
fliipsin the Slave Tradfe were 175: only 100 of thefe 
belonged to the town of Liverpool, and it may excite 
fome furprife, that at the fubfequent date to whicn I have 
referred, viz. 1779, the number belonging to that place, 
was not more than 1 1 . Thus, if Liverpool were to be 
ruined by the refignation of the Slave Tr^id^, vx^iwrn^N-sj^ 

F 2 ^'^"^ 
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now. nearly complete : if the dock duties were to be loft h 
it, they muft be reduced to nothing. In the year 1772 
when Liverpool had 100 vcflels in the trade, the docl 
duties amounted to j€j^$^2: in 17-9 when only 11 fhip: 
of the town were fo engaj;red, the dock duties amountec 
to ^,957: being only jS.o fhort of their prefent pro- 
duce, which has been magnified hito a matter of fo mucl 
importance, and ^400 greater than their produce wher 
the Slave Trade was tenfold. 

" Thefe plain fafts, depending on calcniations the 
truth of whicli is afccrtained, wi!i rcleafe the Houfe from 
foir.e cmeafincfi v/hich might be occafioned by incorredl 
and exaggerated efltmates. If they had aflFbrded any 
jufl: reprefentation of things^ it would be a little fingular 
that we {hould hear nothing from the city of Briftol, 
which would be materially conon-ned in the fame caufe ; 
as it would be mod anxious to repair the lofs it had fuf- 
rained, and to divert its capital to this lucrative channel. 
The inhabitants of Liverpool may derive fome confola- 
tion, howe\^er, from the prcfent ftate of Briftol -, the 
Slave Trade is abandoned there, and yet its general com- 
merce has fuftained no injury. The ftate of London may 
alfo afford them Ibme comfort. This city formerly 
pofilfTed a: confiderable fhare in the trade, which was .re- 
linquiflied for feveral years previous to the conqueft of the 
Dutch co-nnies; am d yet, under this change^ thegreatnefs 
and profperity of the metropolis were not in the leaft 
degree affected. 

** I hope then, that I am juftified in faying, that with 
regard to the capital employed, it is not fuch as to create 
ferious aFarm, But in point of faft, whoever exajnings 
the fources of commercial gain, whoever attends to the 
principles of commercial greatnefs with diligence and im- 
partiality, will difcover, that all thefe fears have no foun- 
dation, and it will powerfully urge him to the conclufion 
I would draw, when he fees the new markets that are 
opening, and the produftive ingenuity that is applied, in 
multiplying the means of trading emolument. 

" Upon this part of the fubjeft, there is another point 

which I>as not been much confidered by thofe who main- 

^ fain the oppofite argument, at leaft not by thofe wlio have 

. pleaded 
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t)1eaded at your bar. It has been faid, that this is a trade 
of the utmoft importance to the Bricifh Navy. 

** Recollefting the fituation from which I have recent* 
ly withdrawn, and retaining all the jealoufy which it na- 
turally infpired for the maritime ftrength or the country, 
1 certainly do feel the greateft anxiety to. augment, by 
every expedient in my power, thofe fources from whicn 
the lupply of the Britifh navy is to be derived ; and I will 
acknowledge further, that I entertain the higheft refpedl 
for the aumority of thofe perfons, by whom this aflertioii 
has been made. But if I have fatibfied you^ that with re- 
gard to the commercial exports of this country, the aboli- 
tion is not likely to produce an effeft injurious to it, 1 
feel doubly confident, in entering on this part of the fub- 
jeft, of convincing you, that the deftrudlion of this trade 
"ivill be beneficial to the navy; for I am not only perfuad- 
ed that it is of no advantage to our maritime power, but 
that it is injurious to it. 

** The document tp which I fhall have recourfe at pre-? 
fent, is nearly 20 years old. There has been none appli- 
cable to this mimediate fubjeft fince the year 1789, when 
the infpeftion of the muller rolls was afforded to the 
Houfe. The trouble and expenfe of producing them, has 
prevented any fubfequent examination of the fame kind. 
I do not apprehend, however, that any thii;g has happen- 
ed materially to alter the refults, becaufe if any thing of 
this tendency had occurred, I have no doubt, but that w* 
jliould have heard of it from thofe who have been anxious 
to fupport this trade. 

** General Gascoigne.-— ** What date did you men- 
tion ?" 

" Lord HowicK. — " The year 1789. So likewlfei 
if the regulations in refpcft to the middle paflage had oc- 
cafioneci any coilfiderable diminution in the mortality, 
which I do not think they have done, I am perfuaded, 
we fhould not have found it neceflary to feek for this im- 
provement now, fince there are thoie who have a fuIR- 
cient (hare of zeal and avidity to prove to us this ameiio- 
tation. 

*' Let us for amorhent enquire into the difficulties and 
perils with which thcfc feamen have to contend, who en- 
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gage in this fpecies of navigation. Among thcfe, we mi] 
reckon their long expofure on the inhofpitable coafls oi 
Africa ; the loiles fuftained in the expeditions thej 
engage in to procure Slaves j fleeping upon deck unpro- 
te5ed from the inclemencies of the air ; the feverity oi 
the duty in watching the unfortunate vi6lim3. In none of 
thefe refpefts could the regulations referred to alter or 
diminifh their perils ; and I am afraid^ the aufterity and 
cruelty experienced from the Slave <:aptains,' has received 
no relexation. I will not detain you with adverting to 
the fetid atmofphere generated by the confinement of 
many perfons in fuch a fmall fpace, but which is another 
caufe of the diminution of the Britifh feamen in that 
fervice. 

' ** From thefe detrimental circumftances, (as appears hf 
the mufter rolls of feamen in theLiverpool and Briftol (hips 
engaged in this trade), we find the mortality to be alarm- 
ing indeed. Even when compared with thofe of the 
Weft India trade unconnected with Africa, the difference 
is as eight to one ; and will any body tell me, that a trade 
producing fuch an expenditure in the lives of Britifh fea- 
men, can be co!iducive to the fupply of our navy ? 

** But it is not only the lofs by death ; a very con- 
Cderable reduftion arifes from the difability incident td 
that line of duty. Is it not notorious with every officer 
employed on tne Weft India ftation, that when endea- 
vouring to augment the crews of his Majefty's navy, they 
often cannot find, from this difability, a fingle man in z 
flave fhip, fit for the King's fervice ? I ask again with 
confidence, is this the fource by which the naval arma- 
ment of the country is to be fupplied ? 

** Again, Sir, we are told, that the king's fhips in the 
Weft Indies, could not be manned, if it were not for the 
alfiftance of the Slave fhips ; not on account of the cor- 
poreal ftrength of the crews, or of their knowledge of* 
the duties of their occupation, but becaufe the hands 
employed in the flave (hips are always eager to exchange 
their birth for a fituatiori on board a man of war. A pretty 
good proof of what that trade is ! (A general cry of hear ! 
hear ! hear ! throughout the Houfe.) In all other trades 
in which fliipping is engaged, the difpofitlon of the ma- 
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liners is to defert from the King's fervice to the meiw 
. chants 5 oii the contrary, in the African trade, the moment 
they have an opportunity, they are anxious to enter oxi 
board the Royal navy, and to abandon their own employ^ 
znent, where they iiave, in many refpefts, advantages, 
and always fuperior wages,; Sir, what can be the ra- 
tional policy of continuing a trade where the number of 
feamen is diminiflied fo greatly by difability or death, an4 
wher^ the poor wretches, in order to refcue themfelves as 
foon as poflible from fuch confeouencep, have recourfe 
to this expedient ? 

" Fronl this general view we find that in the annihila- 
tion of the Slave Trade, we have nothing to apprehend for 
the commercial car-:tal of our fellow fubjefts 5 nothing 
for our commercial, or for our national marine 5 and as far 
as the latter is concerned, the meafure now propofed, is 
rather beneficial than injurious. 

** We are next to confider the immediate effeft upon 
the colonies in the ^ Weft Indies. On this part of the fub- 
jefl:, we are told^ that a confiderable lofs would arife in 
thofe iflands, and that it would be irapoflible to continue 
pur trade with them, without this auxiliary gf ^he flave 
importations : in other words, that the neceflary ftock for 
the culture of thofe territories could not be maintained, 
on account of the continual decreafe of the black popu- 
lation. 

** Before I go into any general ftatement, I fhould wifh 
to examine 2^ little in detail, how the afTertion ftands, on 
the evidence that h^s been fupplied, applicable to this, 
enquiry. 

** We have, Sir, ' ifeturns from various iflands of the 
population preyious to th^e year 1800 5 and fmce that 
time, direftions have been given to afcertain its farther 
progrefs. To thefe inquiries. It is true, incomplete anfwers.. 
have been returned t but as far as they are obtained, they 
tend to confirm the uatements and calculations which were 
made in 179?, by Mr. Pitt, and which I believe, produced 
univerfal coftvLftion in favour of the principles for which 
I am now contending. The refult was, that the decreafe 
ty death was found to bie gradually diminiihing, and that 
tnere was every reafon to believe, that by proper care, by 
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that care which the abolition alone was likely to produc 
nature wouM in the Weft Indies, as in every other part ( 
the wc^rld, ciYcOi her own ends, and the population woul 
maintain itfelf. 

•* In this new Parliament, in which there is a great* 
proportion than ufual of frefh members, I hope the rep< 
tition of fome of the ftatements to which I have alludec 
will not be without its ufe. 

** Taking up the eftimate, then, from the principi 
ifland, which is that of Jamaica j from the year 1761 t 
1768, the excefs of deaths is 25,000, or annually fome 
what more than 3500 ; and the number of Slaves at tha 
time on the ifland, was computed at 1 57,000, giving a de 
creafe, in one year, on the whole black population, of tw( 
and a quarter per cent. 

** From the year 1768 to 1774 the excefs in the deaths 
was ii,oco, or about 1820 annually. The black po- 
pulation at that period was 180,000, which (hews a dfr 
creafe of a little more than one per cent. 

" From the Lift of thefe periods 1774 to the year 1787, 
comprifing an internal of thirteen years, the excefs of 
deaths was 20,000, or annually about 1500, which, ac- 
cording to the extent of the population of the negroes at 
that time, leaves the diminution about threcrfifths per cent. 

*^ But in our dates we can advance much higher: down 
to 1804 and 1805 we have partial returns, by which we 
find, that the excefs of deaths in eight parifties of the 
ifland of Jamaica, in the courfe of three years, was 258 j 
and comparing this number with the total population of 
thefe parifhes, we have the fatisfa£l:ion to find, that tlie 
excefs of deaths at the lateft period at which the account 
can be ftat«d, is almoft nothing, or one perfon in 1456. 

^ " Reviewing then, thefe comparative eftimates, we 6nd 
that the excefs of deaths has been gradually reduced, until 
the po{)ulation Is nearly competent to its own fupport. 

" It is ag' in pleafing to obferve this progrefs of im*' 
provement Ui der ftatements made in the moft unfavour- 
able manner ^ a the purpofp I have in view, as they .inr» 
elude not or^y the native negroes, or thofe that .are bom 
in the Weft Indies, but.alfo the newly imported Slaves,^ 
among whom the mortality is eonfiderable from a great 
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rariety of caufes, and which clafs of perfons will no longer 
be included in our view of the comparative population^ 
aftSr this bill Ihall have pafTed. Excluding thefe, the 
Negroes, even in their prefent ftatc, may be fairly repre- 
fented as' competent to fupport their own population. 
Thus" much for the ifland of Jamaica. 

*< We will next attend to the ftate of Dominica as to 
the fame particular. The black population of .that ifland 
is computed to be 20,788, of which the deaths, I think 
from 1799 to 1802, including a period of three yearsj 
amount to 1763, and the births as high as 1780; alfo in- 
cluding, in tne fame account, the Negroes newly import- 
ed, among whom the mortality is given at thirty-three per 
cent, after they are landed. We are able to purfue thU 
calculation a little farther. Of the number recently- 
imported it appears that 225 died. The old flock of 
the ifland was 19,803*, on which there were 1750 
births and 1523 deaths, leaving an excefs in favour of 
the former of ,no lefs than 227 perfons 5 fo that I think 
no doubt can be entertained by any one, that the 
ifland of Dominica, at leaft, will fupport its own popu- 
lation. 

" In the Bahamas and Bermudas I am happy to obfexve, 
that the refult of the computation would be more favour- 
able, and we know that the average importations do not 
ciceed 200. 

** In Montferratt and Nevis it has been found necefl!ary 
to import very few, and I think it is a fair conclufion, 
from the general view before us of the Negro population in 
the iflands, that there is every reafon to believe that even 
if there fliould be no fubfequent improvement in the con- 
dition of the Negroes, from the efFefts of the ceflTatioh of 
the Slave Trade, yet, that no redudlion of their number* 
Heeds to Be apprehended. 

** I have already dated, that general lyfpeayng, it is hard- 
ly poflfible to conceive how the increafe which takes place 
In every other part of the world fliould be prevented in 
the Wefl: Indies, if there were not fome caufes operating 
againft the known laws and efliabliflied courfe of nature. 
Without this impediment certain it is, that the Slaves in 

G tlvt 
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Vlic Weft Tnditi muft augment in their numbers, as n 
kind do el fe where in all the various communities 
which the fpeciesis divided. 

** How is it in other countries ? In America we ki 
that the Shve population has increafed with great rapid 
and from the accounts of Mr* King of the rate at wl 
the Slaves have augmented in ten years, it is fuppofed t 
they would double their population in twenty years. 

** We know that fince it was determined that 
JSTave trade fhould be abolifiied in St. Helena and Pri: 
of Wales ifland, the number of Slaves in thofe iflan 
which had been diminifliing, has increafed fince t 
jiew regulation. We are apprifed alfo, that in the "W 
Indies, the Blacks who are not expofed to thofe i 
favourable circumftances which the planters may at a 
'time remove, rapidly increafe in population ; as is t 
cafte with the Maroons in the ifland of Jamaica, 

" We are alfo informed, that in the ifland of S 
Vincent's, the Caribs, notwithftanding the wars in whi< 
Ihey were engaged, did increafe in population, and tl 
Slavc^ population in Bencoolen the moft unhealthy part < 
the world, received the like augmentation. 

*' If the population ihould be found to increafe 
America fo rapidly, and diminilh in the Weft Indies, 
this difference to be attributed to the climate, or to tl 
fort of labour in which the inhabitants of the latter a 
engaged ? The culture of fugar is one of the moft feve 
and unhealthy employments, but; a great portion of t] 
people in America are occupied in raifing rice, which 
in employment equally unhealthy. What then is the cau 
pf the fuppofed diflTerence ? if we cannot difcover ai 
different explanation of this difficulty from other fource 
lfet\is fee how far we can be relieved from it by the afliii 
ance of the advocates for the Slave Trade, in the arg 
pients Vith which they have thought fit to fupply tl 
counfel at your bar. They attribute the reduftion of t 
numbers principally to two caufes. Firft, to the difpr 
portion of the fexes, and fecondly, to the promifcuous i 
tercourfe among them, and the general diflblutenefs 
ihanners. 

** With regard to the firft^ it may appear not to be c 
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pabic eafily of deriving a remedy from the abolition ; the 
other, I hope, would be materially altered by it. Attend- 
ing, for a moment, to the former, I am forry to fay, tha^^ 
mfter all the warnings thefe perfons have had, and after 
the folcmn declaration of this Houfe, that the Slave Trade 
ought to have been abolifhed, the fit precautions have 
not been taken. I am concerned to hear, that they now 
ftate the difproportion of the fexes, as a plea for continu- 
ing the trade, which they ought long fince to have coun- 
tcrafled by their own difcretion. Yet, Sir, even in the 
prefent ftate of inequality, I am happy to be able to deduca 
from the fadis before me, that there is no ground for fee 
rious alarm. 

** If in fome of the iflands there is no gregt diminution 
ih the population annually, and in others there is a manifeft 
increafe, it muft be the confequence, that by degrees, that 
population, which on the whole is not diminiming from 
natural caufes, will foon furniih the ufual proportion o£ 
males and females, and it will not be long before the ba- 
lance will be reftored. 

** I believe the great difparity which has been ftated, 
is not at all correft ; it was faid, by the learned counfel, 
to be in the proportion of four or five males to one female* 
I believe two to one is too much, and indeed, T have 
never before heard it eftimated at more than five to three, 
itCt us look, for a moment, to the fafts as they ^^appear 
upon the returns from two of the iflands. In Dommica, 
the number of males is 10,326, and of females 10,460. 
Alfo in Granada there is an excefs of females ; the male» 
are 15,167, the females 15,964, and this isr the more^ 
ftricking, as there has been a great importation, in fome 
years, to the extent even of 5000 into that ifland. 

** I do not believe then, that even if the planters have 
hot availed themfelves of the notice given them, their in\- 
prudence will have had the efFeft of occafioning any pro- 
cfrciEve redudiion of the population, fince we find, that 
by the proportion of the fexcjs, as well as from the efti- 
mates of the births and deaths, there is no reafon to f^ai; 
any great diminution. 

** I next come to the fecond caufe affigned for the re-, 
duftion of the. numbers. The promifcupus intercourfe o£ 
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t|ie fexes, and the general difTolutenefs of xnmnttB among 
the Slaves. Here the remedy lies with the planters them? 
felves J a proper regard to the education pf children, 4 
fit attention to the morals of youth, and a difpofition to 
maintain the regularity of married life 5 alj thefe, it wilj 
become the intereft of the planters to promote when thi^ 
trade (hall be aboHfhed. And perhaps a more enlarged 
view, not only, of their relative duties, but of their perr 
manent emolument, would have induced a vigilant atten- 
tion to thefe important fubj efts. At the fame time, Sir, 
that we put an end to a trade founded in injuftice, it if 
pleafing to difcover, that its termination is a fource bf 
improvement to the natives of the Weft Indies, and that in 
every point of view it is introduftory of praftices and habiti| 
abundantly favourable to virtue and human happinefs. 

** If I have been fuccefsful in ihewing, that the laft of 
thefe fources of the reduftion in the population, refts with 
the planters themfelves, I think the othet matters I have 
to ftate, will be confidered to be ftill mor^ within their 
remedial power. I refer particularly, to the fevere treat- 
ment the Negroes receive, and to the want of a proper 
attention to thofe ordinary comforts which are neceflary tp 
their health as well as their happinefs. The effeft of the . 
abolition would be, to force gentlenefs and moderation 
upon the planters, if not from higher motives, yet 
from the naked principle of felf intereft. But while I 
make thefe remarks, I would not myfelf commit that fe- 
yerity I condemn j I would ,not apply unjuft or ungene- 
rous refleftion to the great body of thofe concerned in 
this trade, to whom mifmaiiagement or obduracy, call 
it what you will, is lefs to be attributed than has been 
ufually fuppofed. 

[The noble Lord here cited a paffage from Mr. Long's 
Hiftory of Jamaica, which he faid was a work of great, 
authority, inorder^to (hew that it depended wholly on 
the planters themfchrcs whether their flaves encreafed; that 
where planters were content with the produce of only one 
half a hogftiead to each Negro, or in fome cafes of two 
hog(h?ads to three Negrqes, an increafe niight reafonably . 
be looked for 5 but that when they endeavoured to enlarge 
their crops beyond that proportion, a decreafe in the plan- 
Htipn Shves was fore to follow ."i 
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** Mr. Long was no friend to the abolition of the Slave 
Trade, yet he affords abundant proof that mild treatment, 
the preventing all over-exertion, a?id general habits of 
humanity towards the Negtoes will be likely, ultimately, 
to occafion an increafe in their numbers from natural 
fpurces, unaffifted by importation. 

** It may be faid, that this can only be done by leflen- 
ing the work performed, and of courfe diminifliing the 
produce to \)e fupplied. 

** I do not know that the immediate quantum of produce 
ipay not be reduced, but I believe, that a judicious planter, 
looking beyond his momentary intereft, and attending to 
remote confequences affefting the improvement of his 
eitate, will, by fucji couduft, aflift the cultivation of his 
territory, and pronjote his own fubftantial emolument, 
irhile he conduces to the comfort of his dependents. 
In proportion, then, as the planter is obftrudcd in the 
addition to his numbers from abroad, he will be carefiU 
of thofe at home, he will regard their eafe and happinefs, 
:|nd althpugh for a time the quantity of produce may de- 
.creafe, the real value of the Jands will be enhanced, and 
his own permanent advantage be better fecured. ' 

" This principle will be particuhrly ftriking, when we 
condder its application to the female lesf lender the pecu- 
liar infirmities to which from the delicacy of their con- 
ftltutions they are expofed. One of the caufes ^hich pre-* 
vents the increafe of population is, that the women are 
frequently employed in a way either deftrudiive to the child 
\vitn which they are pregnant, hefpre its birth, or calculated 
to prevent the mother from admin iftering to her infant 
offspring the tender care, and falutary nurture, neceffiry 
to its uipport. We know how exquifitely fufceptiblc 
women are in fuch circumftances, and whatever infli£ts 
pain, either mental or corporeal on the mother, affeds 
her progeny, and fruftrates the wife and benevolent 
defigns of nature. Yet how many iuftances are there 
on every pl^intation^ almoft every day, of \vomen, 
yrithin three or four months of their time, being expofed 
to the whip, and then, after child-birth, being forced to 
intenfe labour before their ftrength is rcftored ? That 
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both parent and child perifli, in many of thefe inftanccSj 
fneed fcarcely add. 

*^ I am perfuaded, and my convi£lion becomes ftrongei 
and ftronger the farther I proceed in thefe illuilrationsj 
diat when it fhall become the obvious intereft of the 
planters to attend to thefe circum fiances,' the population of 
the Negroes will be found to anfwer all the purpofes of 
cultivation. 

** Another principal conGderation on which fuccefs 
will depend, is, a fit attention to the food with which 
the Negroes are fupplied. In fome of the iflands, I am 
fbrry to fay, a fufEcient portion of noiirifliment to fuftain 
ftrength and life, is not given to the Negroes. In St. 
Kitt's, for example, the legal allowance to Slaves labour* 
ing in the field, is confiderably lefs, lefs by mote than one 
half, than the prifon allowance in the ifland of Jamaica. 

** Notwithflanding the various topics to which I have 
adverted, there yet remain fome other points to which I 
muft requefl your patient attention. From the argu- 
ments I have already ufed, I think it has been fhewn that 
the general export trade oiF the country will not be much 
hljured by this meafure ; that the fupply of mariners for 
His Majelly's navy will not, from this caufe, be interrupt- 
ed, but confiderably augmented ; and farther, not only 
that the population of the iHands will not be diminifhed 
by it, but that there is reafon to believe, when thefe plans 
or amelioration are adopted, that the number of labourers 
may be expelled rapidly to increafe. 

** But we are told, by thofe who arc enemies to this 
projeft, that it will occafion a fpirit of difalFe^lion in the 
iflands, and I am glad to obferve an honorable General 
^Gascoigne) who has taken an aftive part at all times in 
oppofing this meafure, particularly attentive to this depart- 
ment of the enquiry. We are told that we are holding 
forth a flimulus to rebellion, that we are preparing the 
way for the general deftruftion of the white inhabitants, 
and we are asked, " Is it prudent to inform an African, 
lorn from his, dwelling, from his relatives, and from his 
country, that this aft is contrary to the maxims of juflice 
i^nd humanity?" 
- ^ Sir, is not the love of liberty, is not the attachment 
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to the place of our birth, to the members of our family, 
and to the circle of our friends, implanted in the bread of 
man by the great author of our nature ; and do you ex- 
pe£fc that the world fhall wait to be inftrufted in this grand 
uniyerfal truth from the preamble of an aft of Parlia- 
ment ? If the Negro have not learnt it from his own 
iituation, and from his own fufFerings, he will not be ex- 
cited to infurreftion when the introdu£lory paragraph 
{hall be read to him. 

** The fuppofition is moft abfurd — moft thoughtlefs. 
I may confidently declare, that the planters and merchants 
themfelves, give no credit to it whatever. This at lead 
\s certain, that if they did, never was the condudt of man 
fo little regulated by difcretion. Does not the Houfe 
know, that during the .many years in which the debates 
on this fubjeft have continued, . all the agitation which 
has here exifted, all the motions which have been made^ 
all the refolutions which have pafled, have been printed 
and circulated, without doubt or fear, by the planters in 
the iilands ? And is it now to be faid, that any of thefe 
magnified evils are likely to be the refult of this juft re- 
cognition dated in the preamble ? It is obvious from a 
thoufand circumdances, that in the colonies, where 
the nature of Slaves is underdood, no fuch chimerical 
apprehenfions are entertained. Have the members of 
this, Houfe feen Reports of the Jamaica Legiflature, 
printed in their own gazettes, dating at length, and 
with great precifion, the mod fuccefsful means by which 
a general infui-reftion might be organized, and furnifliing, 
as completely as fuch publications are capable of doing, 
detailed information to the Negroes of a digeded plan of 
operations, fo that they might convert their filent difqon- 
tents into open rebellion, whenever they were ripe for de- 
cifive aftion ? After this may we not conclude, that all 
we have heard of fuch alarms is mere declamation, 
and in no way connefted with the matter of bufinefs now 
before us ? It is, indeed, the mod unfortunate time 
to introduce fuch an argument, when the manifed objedl 
of this aft, is to ameliorate the condition of the Negroes, 
and by rendering them happier, to conciliate their affec- 
tions. We might have imagined, that dui'm^ \ii£ v-sweux.-^ 
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years in wKich this queftion has been difcufTed with fc 
much warmth and animofity, the fpirit of rebellion woulc 
have expatided itfelf throughout the iflands, and that "Wi 
fhould have heard of nothing but war and carnag«^. IrS 
ftcad of this, the faft is, that during no peric^d have fc 
fev/ infurreftions exifted as during the interval I hav€ 
named, v/hen this inquiry has been purfued within the 
walls of Parliament, and has occupied the attention of all 
men out of doors. 

But there are fome curious ftatements, which are giveft 
for the purpofe of (hewing the probability of future infur* 
redtions from new caufcs They fay, that the necefTary 
confequence of the non -importation of frefli Negroes will 
be the increafe of work, and the difafFedJion of the la- 
bourers. The whole of my argument proceeds upon this; 
that the oppreflive fatigue to which the Negroes are ex* 
pofed, will be diminilhed. Now, I will venture tb 
affirm that new Slaves have never been imported in 
order to alleviate the toil of the old ones; they have 
been brought to fupply the place of thofe, who have re- 
Cgned life beneath the weight of their labours, and to cleat 
and cultivate new lands. It is utterly inconliftent with 
the whole hiftory of thofe fettlements to fuppofe, that 
the importations were made for the relief and comfort of 
the refident Negroes. 

Among the extravagant affertions which are made oil 
this point, we are told, that it is a great fource of Confo* 
lation to thofe refident Negroes, to hear of the arrival of 
their countrymen on the fpoc to which they have beeil 
themfelves configned. Wliat ? when they are labouring 
under the mod kvere afRi(ftions, can it be a relief to then! 
to fee others brought to partake in that fulhiefs of mifery 
and horror to which they have been doomed themfelves ? 
To fee a wife, perhaps, or a child, or a parent, forced 
into the fame wretched fituation, probably under a different 
niafler,^ Can this be a ground of fatisfa&ion ; or is it not 
rendering their woe yet more complete, if indeed the cuji 
of affliftion be r^ot already filled ? Any thing fo contrary 
to the difpofitions of man, can only be ftated by thoftj 
who wifh to reprefent the African charafter as radically 
vicious — as altogether different from the reft of the fpc- 
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ci€6— -and incapable of receiving the ftamp of humanitfv 
This is, however, wholly inconfiftent with the juft dd-% 
fcription of the natives of' that continent. It is true, tbaC 
they are in an uncivilized (late, which cannot wholly be 
deprived of its features of barbarity ; but their natural dii>- 
pofitions are as mild and gentle as any that belong to hu^ 
man beings placed under fimilar circumftances of un»- 
civilization. I cannot, then, think that there is anj^. 
ground to apprehend, that a fpirit of revolt will be at aitt. 
produced by the pretention of thefe importations. •wi^ 
Whik we are attending to the fecurity of the iflands, wt 
fliould not forget, to what order of perfons' the danger lii 
principally to be afcribed. It is nK>ft clearly eftabliifaed ia 
evidence, that the clafs of Negroes from which infmv 
region. is to be feared, confiflsc^thofe recently, import64 
from Africa, expofed to new injuries, dill fmarting undel: 
the wrongs they have been compelled to endure,- and. fu£- 
fering from the re(5olle&ion oithe fituation which ihey 
hskve loft. - .- . > • " . 

** We are defired to look to theprefent ftafe of St, Dd- 
tningo, as affording a tremendous example of the -eautioll 
neceffary to be ufed in €ffe£king. any material chwige.-^ 
This argument, which is employed to recommend Ae 
continuance of importations, is the very one, to which x 
I would rcfort, in urging their ceflation. I would refet 
Specially to the melancholy condition of St. Domingo^, . 
into which large importations had been made contrary *^ .. ,. 
die principles of fober difcretion and found policy. I be^ 
Ueve tiiat the number of Slaves rapidly introduced into 
ibat ifland, had a great effeGt in bringing about its fepa* . 
ration from Europe. But the chief caufe of this change , 
«nuft be traced to that extraordinary event of modern 
dmes, which has been the fruitful fource of fo many 
calamities in every part of the world 5 I mean the French 
revolution. The fad was, that the white inhabitants of 
this fpacious and produSiv^ ifland, were divided into two 
parties, each of which endeavoured to obtain the aiTiftance 
of the Blacks, in order to gain the afcendancy. The 
fituation of St. Domingo is far from (hewing that any evSl 
confequence will refult from tfie prefent meafure, though 
it flaiews the pernicious titkO: with which d%t tnmvedvxu 
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eisiancipiition of the colonial Negroes muft be attended $ 
and I believe, there is no one fo hardy as not to have hii 
fears powerfully excited, if the whole Negro population of 
ihe iflands, in their prefent condition, were to be eman- 
cipated. When to thefe caufes inceflantly operating ia 
tlie ifland of St. Domingo, we add, the heat and violence 
of the contending parties, employing all the implementt 
tof a cruel and fanguinary fyftem againft e^ch other, widi 
itmrclenting vengeance, and by turns inflaming thepai&oht 
#f. the Negroes with all the arts of iufmuation, can we be 
furprized, that fuch events fhould have taken place? 
J hop<» Sir, that no fuch impelling caufes will produce 
the lame difafters in our own iflands *, and of this I ain 
convinced, that large importptions of Negroes are at all 
iimes a prcdifpofing caufe, and muft increafe the danger. 
On the whole, I prefume that the fituation of St. Do- 
mini^o, inftead of fupplying any reafon for rejefting the 
mcafure, furniflies a iirong ground of recommendation. 

** In addition to all this, not wholly to leave the fub- 
jfft of St. Domingo, we arc told, that this ifland is only 
it iew. hours fail from Jamaica, and that from the facilitiet 
its proximity aflfords, endeavours have been ufed to excite 
infurreflion in the neighbouring colony. 

*• 5ir, you will diftinftly recolleft, that when this ob- 
jection was ftated at your bar, I was willing to give tlic 
^earned gentleman the full benefit of the admiflion, that 
iifch endeavours had been ufed to difturb the peace of that 
ifland. But what is the anfwer to fuch reprefentations ? 
} fay, * Secure yourfelves from danger by conciliating the 
jiflTeSions of your Slaves. By good treatment perUiadc 
them that you regard their happinefs j make them feel 
that healtli and life are worth preferving. If you perfe- 
vere in the feverity which has been praftifed, they will 
never be attached to you. If you import numbers who 
e^nhave no feeling of love or refpeft for yoy, who can 
entertain no fcntimcnt but hatred and vengeance, your 
danger will be extreme.' 

. *♦ This is not. Sir, m.cfe idle theory : it is confirmed 
by experience. Look to the fituation of Surinam, where 
ibe Slaves under the dominion of the Dutch received the 
worft UeatoieiU, Tlic confequence was, wars, infur* 
..... w£lions, 
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refttons, and general dlfobedience. The hiftory of thofi* 
unfortunate people (hews, that where they meet with 
kindnefs and generofity, inftead of a fpirit of revolt, order 
and allegiance prevail among them, and they will even 
exercife their valour in the protcdion of their mafters, 
againft thofe who are inclined to refift the fubfifting 
authorities. 

** On all thefe grounds, I think the abolition of the 
Slave Trade is defirable ; and although we have, fomewhat 
contemptuouily, been called theorifts, by thofe who are 
enemies to this meafure 5 we poifefs the fingular ad- 
vantage of having all the fa£t:s, and all the experience 
of mankind exclusively in our own favour. 

*• But it is faid by the learned counfel at your bar, that 
the danger is increafed by the diminution of the numbers^ 
of white people which will neceffarily refult from the 
abolition. 

•* I confefs, I was aftonifhed at thispropofition, and 
I waited with fome impatience to learn, how it would be 
made out. They told you, that many perfons went from 
hence in the expeftation of realizing a large property j 
and that in fuch expeditions, attended with fuch facrificesi 
ordinary profits would not fatisfy their hopes. Now, 
faid the learned counfel, by the confined profpeft of ad- 
vantage which would in future be prefented to fuch adven- 
turers, thefe aftive and ufeful members of fociety would 
temain at home, and therefore the white population . 
would be diminifhed. 

** In this point of view, the white and black popula- 
tion mud neceflarily be a queftion of proportion, and the 
argument is a little extraordinary, if reforted to by thofe 
"who reprefent the black population as likely to be reduced, 
nay, to be extinguifhed, in a few years. 

*' But i do not think that the view of any great and 
immediate advantage induces thofe adventurers to quit 
their native country. I rather apprehend, that the mothre 
i« to obtain a livelihood under circumftances of urgent 
neceffitys ihatthe perfons, who embark for this purpofe^ 
are ufually thofe who find it difficult to procure fub-' 
fiftence at home ; and feeing it in this light, T do not 
think there wiU be any great difference ia thic ciuiixW^ c^i 

Ha ^^ 
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die eAiigrtnf^. "We now hear, for the fir ft time, ffa« 
Weft-Inditn Planters reprefenting the propriety of haying 
m large proportion of while people on the iflands ; and if 
vre look to their own conduft, this muft appear to be % 
new difcovery of colonial policy. If this had been a notioa 
formerly entertained, we (liould have feen fome meant 
taken, oy which the white population might be increafed| 
snd the blacks reduced. On the contrary, we obferve 
only the moft adive exertions, by importations, to aug-* 
mtent the latter, but hardly any endeavours whatever ufe4 
to extend the former. Are there then no trades, not 
modes of ufeful occupation, in which white perfons might 
be employed in -the Weft Indies ? Are the whites there 
to be only known in a ftate of lupinenefs and torpor ? 
Without doubt, a great propottion of Weft-Indian labour 
is more fuited to the Habits and conftitutions of the blacks, 
than to that ,of other defcriptions of the people. But 
.ftili, there are numerous (ituations, and a great variety of 
duties, which are at leaft equally fuited to the whites, 
snd which, from indolence or fome other caufe, are at 
prefent improperly filled, and very imperfe^^ily difcharged, 
]^y expeftation from this meafure is, not that a fmaller 
number, but that a greater proportion of whites will try 
their fuccefs in different branches of bufinefs. Among 
Others, the cooperage on the iflands is an important 
branch of induftry, and the whites are at leaft as dex-f 
terous in this bufinefs, and as well adapted to it by 
their conftitution 5 yet blacks are conftantly engaged 
in it* It IS extremely fingular, that we (hould, at this 
time, hear of the anxiety of the planters to increafe th* 
white population, when we know, from the beft authority^ 
t;^At every poffible difcouragement is given to marriage 
a.Tiong the whites dependent on them, and that one of 
the ^reateft, nay^ in general, an iiifuperable objeftion to 
9n overfeer, would be that he had a wife and family. 
.. *' We have heard much of the emigrations from Scotn 
land ) and a noble friend of mine has both ftated the meant 
of providing for fuch perfons in America who ^re inclined 
to leave the country of their birth, and has exemplified 
his do&rine by a judicious experiment. But it {hould 
appe^ by this tiew al»rm of the Planters concerning th^ 
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dixninotion of the wKite population, that thofe emigrants 
need not lopk fpr an afylum on the northern continent. In 
the iflands the planters ihould be folicitous to receive 
them, and admit them to all the advantages to which th«ir 
timely arrival muit entitle them^ if the alarm in queftioa 
has any real foundation. 

** Chi the whole, Sir, I think thb laft ground of dil^ 
(atisfai^ion, is as Httle tenable as any of the others which , 
I have dated, and I may venture with fome confidence 
to hope, that the Houfe will not think it a fui&cient 
motive for reje£^ing a bill, which not only comes fo 

Eowerfully recommended from another place, but which 
as fuch ftrong pretenfions to favour in its own merits. 
If I were required to ftate what would moft efiec* 
tually conduce tp the fecurity of the iflands under the 
prefent viciflitudes in human affairs, I ihould prefent this 
ineafure, as the moft efFe&ual expedient for that purpofe. 
The necefTary confequence of this meafure will be, that 
the- Negroes will become attached to the fb^U that they will 
squire property and intereft, that they will have fome 
(lake in the country, and chat the moft cogent motives 
to infurrediion and revolt will be withdrawn. 

** I hefe. Sir, are the principles upon which I fupport 
(his proportion; and here, perhaps, I ihould take my 
leave of the fubje£l ; but before I fit down, there are a. 
few general points which are proper to be noticed, from 
their having recently attrafted obfervation. We are told. 
Sir, that if this be a meafure the obje£i of M^hich is to do 
juftice, we ought not only to abolifh the Slave Trade, 
but to abolifh Slavery itfelf. All I can fay in anfwier to 
this objedion is, that I truft the final refult of this bill 
will be the ultimate abolition of Slavery — ^not by any 
▼iolcnt change, but by the natural operation of caufes, 
not very difficult to enumerate and to trace. Withojpt 
the affiilance of pofitive laws, I iincerely hope, that 
Slavery will wear out ; that as it has ceafed in the do^ 
jBinions which once belonged to ancient Greece aud 
]|EU>me, chiefly by the fupply of frefh Slaves ceaiing with 
the foreign conquefts of thofe ftates, and as it .has difap* 
peared in modern Europe by the acquifition of property, 
^od the 4itFv£m of knowkd^^ -<- £?i likewiiei it wUJ 
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gradually withdraw from the Weft Indies, when the im- 
nabitantsare prepared for enjoying the bleffingsof liberty, 
, by a milder fyftcm sA treatment. "What I now con*- 
template, has already partially taken place in the United 
States. In the Spanifh and Portugueze colonies, in 
South America, where they have their condition improved 
by general regulations, fome traces of a progrefs like that 
which I allude to may be remarked. But, Sir, we need 
not crofs the Atlantic to difcovcr this fort of improvement ; 
Great Britain has herfelf rifen from the fame lamentable 
fituation, by the (ilent, yet powerful influence of the fame 
caufes. And here, ^ir, I muft detain you, to make one 
additional remark. We are not wholly without experience 
of the progreflive eflFe(3s of civilization upon the Negroes. 
We know, that in all the ftates of America, excepting 
one, the Slave I rade is abojiihed. In South Carolina, 
only, it is admitted. But the abolition of this commerce 
IS not the only ftep they have taken ; meafures have been 
adopted for the gradual emancipation of Slaves, and upon 
the eftates of fome perfons, I believe, particularly that of 
the lite General Wafhington, the Slaves have been eman- 
cipated. Now are there any of thofe dreadful confe- 
quences in North America on account of this change, 
which the enemies of the abolition predift ; and is it not 
univcrfally known, that the condition of Slaves in America 
partakes of as much happinefs as fuch a fituation is fuf* 
ceptible of ? 

** So much for the efFefts of emancipation in America. 
I faid, truly, that I hoped th'i abolition contemplated in 
this bill, would prepare for the ultimate abolition of 
Slavery itfelf, and I have fcated this, in purfuance of thofe 
principles of juftice, which I have endeavoured conftantly 
to keep in view in the courfe of this difcuflion. I fay to 
the Weft India Planters, I am ready to do you juftice, 
but I cannot do it by the facrifice of juftice with refpeft 
to another country. Why not emancipate the Slaves? 
I would avoid this, becaufel would avoid injuftice. Such 
an aft would bear the charafter of the utmoft cruelty. It 
is juftice to the Slaves, as well as to the Phnters, which 
prevents my recommending fuch a meafure. From the 
unfortunate condition of this people, it might renovate all 
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tKofe fcencs of horror and defolation which have been ex- 
hibited in St. Domingo, and it could not produce, what 
is alone defirable, a (late of rational and orderly fociety. 

** Thus, Sir, looking at all the matters which bear on 
the fubje£b, I have no doubt of the propriety of paffing 
this bill. But there is one other argument, not applica* 
ble to our own individual cafe, ,and it is this: "We are 
told, that if we abandon the trade it will be of no utility, 
for other nations will take it up, and purfue it without 
thofe falutary reftri£l:ions, by which, under the authority 
€>f law, it is nere regulated. If there be any real ground for 
fuch an apprehenfion, it mud be admitted, that the- pre- 
fent is the moft fortunate period in which we could adopt 
'the principle of this bill. But let us look to the nature 
and extent of the argument. They fay, that the French 
and the Dutch will not abolifli the trade. Thofe nations 
aflert the very fame thing of us : fo that the reafoning 
moves in a circle, and the trade, like the citcle, on fuch 
an argument, can have no termination. Sir, I am far 
from being fanguine in thinking that any libera) n\eafurc 
of this nature is likely to be adopted by the government 
of France 5 but at all events, let us relieve ourfelves from 
the oppreflion of this disgrace, and let that country, which 
is contending with us for power, in one of the greateft 
confii£bs recorded in the annals of mankind, at lead declare 
herfelf to be our inferior in virtue : or let her, if fhe pleafe, 
aiTume a virtue which fhe does not poflefs — let her, from 
any motive (incere or hypocritical, benefit the fpecies 5 but 
whatever be her conduft, let us refcue ourfelves from 
this foul and odious diflionour. 

** I liiid, that this was a moment peculiarly favourable 
for efieSing the purpofes of this bill. The Slave Trade of 
France and of Holland is deftroyed by the operation of 
the war. In Denmark, as in America, it is abolilhed. 
There remains no country of Europe capable of continu- 
ing it but Portugal ; and the extent of their commerce in 
this branch, I believe, bears only a fmall proportion to 
our own. Therefore, during the continuance of the war, 
at lead, as far as refpeGs France, and Holland, the trad^ 
mud be relinquidied, and the objeftion on that ground 
cannot now be material. How long the war will lad, is 
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t queiHon imi^h beyond all htiinan caleuhtmn toi«fel«< 
)iat if, in confeqtwncc of the abolition of the trade by tfe 
country, the co-operative part on the coaft of Afiric 
Aould ceafe, I (hould hope that whatever might be thei 
inctinatton, France and Holland would find k difficult t 
tvTume it. 

** I have now, Sir, troubled the Houfe with nearly al 
I have to fay on thb mod important fubjefb, yet I on 
confcious that I have very ill difcharged the duty I h|if>i 
tindertaken : I have, however, the fatisfadion to know 
lAat there are thofe now prcfent, who can amply fupplj 
mil my deficiencies. 

^ There is but one more general argument, which now 

?>re(ents itfdf to my mind. It is faid that the trade ii 
andioned by antiquity, and that it has been countenanced 
by the higheft authorities, and ^ by the greateft men that 
ever diftinguifhed the annals of our country \ and we are 
told, that the names of Clarendon and Locke appear 
tmong thofe of its fupporters. 

** I have. Sir, as profound a reverence as any man for 
thofe two eminent perfons, yet, perhaps^ the former I 
Ihould not be hafty in quoting upon any quedion relatiiq^ 
to freedom ; the latter, I acknowledge, was not likely te 
maintain any caufe which was hoftile to it. But, Sir, it 
is proceeding too far upon the fcore of authority to fay, 
dvat hcxgave his fantftion to what he did not exprefsly con* 
dcmn. It has been correftly affirmed, that fuch an argu* 
Went would tend to fruftrate every fpecies of improve- 
ment ; for great men are to be found in every period, and 
in every condition offociety. The Reformation itfelf, fo 
▼aluable in its effecEts throughout proteftant Europe, muft 
have been rejected, becaufe Sir Thomas More, and other 
great and virtuous characters, were catholics. There is 
nothing fo bafe and derogatory to human nature— nothing 
fo oppreflive and deftruftive to mankind — which might 
not on fuch' a principle receive its vindication j and in 
%notlirer place, it has been accurately obferved, that on 
this argument the pfaftice of torture might be revived 
««d defended. In proportion as the abufe is more con^ 
l^cuous, the argument from authority becomes ftrongen 
A flight matter in^ the multiplicity of affairs might efcape 

the 
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the attention of thefe extraordinary men; but what was 
very remarkable, what was highly prominent, could not 
eafily elude the vigilance of Clarendon and Locke. The 
argument, if it prove any thing, proves too much for the 
purpofe of thofe who employ it. It might be ufed againft 
Chriftianity itfelf, becaufe fome of the wifeft and beft 
men refifted all the force of its evidence. It may be eafily 
fuppofed, that the Slave Trade, in its infancy, had not 
attracted the particular attention of Clarendon and Locke. 
It is known, that the latter was a member of the African 
Company, and it may be as true, that from the unavoid- 
able imperfeftions in the human underftanding, he might 
lot have examined the fubjedt with that care and impar- 
iality which he was accuftomed to difplay in the elucida- 
tion of rqore general topics. 

** I contend, that it is the duty of the Houfe of Com- 
mons to examine for itfelf, and after deliberate attention, 
to decide according to its own convidlion. Yet, if we 
ire to reft upon authority, I do not think the authorities 
are all on the other fide. There are names entitled to 
the highest refpe£t, and one of thefe is that of the 
Prefident, Montesquieu, who entertained moft ftrongly 
the fame opinion of the Slave Trade with the Friends of 
the Abolition. 

** But above all, I would cite the authorities of two 
of tlae moft extraordinary men that ever lived — who wore 
the pride and glory, and the moft precious ornaments of 
their age and country— I mean Mr. Pitt and Mr. Fox, who 
examined the fubjedl with all the force of their capacious 
minds ; who on this queftion, alone, difmifled all ani- 
mofity — all difference of opinion — and united their en- 
deavours, with one accord, for the good of mankind. 

** Let us pay the beft tribute to their memories by 
adopting this meafure, if we are fatisfied upon the general 
grounds of reafon and experience that it is right ; and let 
us thus raife to them a monument, more fplendid than 
any which human ingenuity can devife. With Mr. Fox, 
to accomplifti this was the firft wifti of his heart, and it 
•Was the hope which quivered on his lips in the laft hour 
of his exiftence. Having mentioned thefe authorities, 
I am fure it will not be expected of me, that I fhould 
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notice any other : after fuch illuftrious name^, only in- 
ferior ones could be introduced, which would be of little 
afliftance to the caufe in which I appear. 

** I truft that all differences, as to the great principle 
of the bill, have been removed. We may doubt with 
refpe£l to the mode and the time of the Abolition y but on 
the juftice and necefTity of the meafure, in fome way, and 
at fome time, I truft there is no disagreement ; and I cer- 
tainly do anxioufly look for the fupport of thofe gentlemen, 
with whom I have the misfortune fo*widely to diffbr on 
many other fubjedls. 

•* This bill, then, is moft worthy the attention of the 
Houfe of Commons, and after many ineffeftual attempts, 
I hope that it will at laft be carried. My duty is termi- 
nated ; my feelings are thofe which are natural to me on 
an occafion, which I muft ever confider as one of the 
greateft in my life. I have endeavoured, to the utmoft 
of my ability, to point out the cffe6ks of this meafure on 
the various perfons, and on the complicated interefts 
which it has been faid to embrace ; whether affefting the 
Planters, Merchants, or Negroes, in all its relations and 
bearings. XTpon thefe grounds it receives my cordial 
fupport, and upon thefe I leave it witli confidence to the 
Houfe." 

General Gascoigne. — " I feel it my duty. Sir, not- 
Withftanding all that has been faid tliis night, to declare 
my fentiments upon the prefent bill. The conteft I have 
to fuftain is not only with men of fuperior talents, but 
alfo with popular opinions and prejudices ; but, however 
this may be, I fhould think it a dcreli£bion of my duty 
not to declare, that after having given the fub|e& the 
moft mature confidei'ation, I am confirmed" in my former 
opinion. I am fuppofed, Sir-, to have faid, on a former 
occafion in this houfe, that I was fo charmed with the 
Slave Trade, that were it now to be eftablifhed for the 
firft time, I would willingly pafs over once more the fame 
ground. Sir, the words I employed were, that feeing all 
the confequences which had refulted from the Slave Trade j 
looking at the flourifhing ftate of our colonies ; and know- 
ing that the Navy derived the greateft poffible benefit from 
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tliis commerce, and that the revenue derived from put 
plantations was fo great and fo important ; I would be 
the firft to move the Houfe to eftablifli tlie trade in * 
queftion. 

** The noble Lord in the courfe of his fpeech faid, that 
he believed all who heard him were more converfant with - 
the fubjeft under difcuffion than himfelf, and in that 
opinion I do mod fully accord with him. If the noble 
JLord had done that which common candour required ; I ^ 
mean if he had permitted evidence to be adduced, he 
"would have received the information he required, and 
would not have ventured to deny that to which he would 
not liften. ^ But tic was fully aware that there might be 
danger in doing it, and he faid, * No, we will hear none; 
* if we have evidence we may rifk the bill.' And then, 
as an excufe, he tells the Houfe, that the teftimony 
amounts to nothing more than matter of opinion. And 
what does the noble Lord himfelf offer to convince the 
Houfe ? He brings forward nothing but matter of opinion, 
and that of much more queflionable authority than any 
which I fhould have fubmitted to its attention, 

** The noble Lord adverted to the evidence given in 
1792, refpefting the praftice of kidnapping Slaves 5 and 
he faid that he believed that it flill exifled even at the 
prefent day. But is a fingle proof of this before the 
Houfe ? Is there a fingle detail, nay even a folitary in- 
ftance, in fupport of the affertion ? It was merely faid 
that the noble Lord believed it to ex id ; and upon fup- 
pofitions like thefe he calls upon you to approve of this 
bill. But the noble Lord dates that many of the enormi* 
ties which took place in /the Middle Paffage dill exid, not* 
withdanding the pafling of the bill intended to regulate 
them ; bat what evidence does he offer to prove this po-r 
fition ? There was not a fingle indance adverted to in 
the courfe of his argument which was derived from in«r 
formation of the exiding date of the trade, and was not 
founded on fa£l:s which happened fome 30, 40, or 50 
years ago ; and as long as he can bring into his fpeech 
fome detail or dory of whatever authenticity, or from 
whatfoever fource it may proceed, the noble Lord is per- 
fedlly fatisfied, if it only fupports his opinions, whether it 
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is of a recent date, or whether it took place fome 30 or 4e 
years ago ; but perhaps the noble Lord has fo fully made 
up his mind that he requires no evidence at all, and he 
thinks that others are equally fatisfied upon the point with 
himfelf. . 

" .No man on earth will evar fay that Slavery is prefer- 
able to liberty : that is an aflertion that will not be made : 
Ibut there may be matters of policy where it will be necef- 
fary to confider what relates to ourfelves, rather than to 
wander into remote confequences and efFefts upon others ; 
and confidering the interefts which I reprefent, and the 
dignity of thofe perfons whom I have to defend, I truft 
that the indulgence of the Houfe will not be withheld 
upon this occafion. The noble Lord has applied the 
terms robbers and murderers to thofe who carry on what 
he calls this inhuman traffic ; and he applies the terms not 
only to the traders, but alfo to the whole Weft Indies and 
its inhabitants. They, he fays, are guilty of robbery and 
murder. Does he mean to fay that they are fo devoid of 
humanity that' there is no juftice among them in their 
treatment of the Slaves 5 that they have no regard to the 
didlates of mercy ? The meafure before the Houfe is of 
the higheft importance ; and I do maintain that there 
never was a fubjeft of fuch magnitude prefented to its con- 
fi deration, where fuch a want of candour was fhewn on 
the part of thofe who fupport it. 

** It is next faid, that the various perfons who appeared 
at your bar are not competent witnefles, as being interefted 
in the decifion. I fhould like to know who would appeal^ 
at your bar, if thofe who have no intereft in the queftion 
did not come forward to give evidence i The noble Lord 
however had not candour enough to admit their teftimony 
to be heard. He faid, that there was nothing to be 
offered but private opinion, and at the fame time he takes 
credit for his candour. Sir, it is a mere mockery of the 
name. 

" Then, Sir, the noble Lord enters into calculations 
ivhich I can by no means allow, and he proves inferences 
which I confefs I ani not rh after of. Perhaps if I had an 
opportunity of looking into his packet of papers, I might 
be able to anfwer them •, but at prefent, as they are not on 
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the table, or regularly before the Houfe, [Lord Howick 
here obferved that they were on the table, and before the 
Houfe] I mud confider them only as nothing better than 
the bare aflertion of the noble Lord ; for I know, indeed, 
uncontrovertibly, that a great part of them is not founded 
in fa61:. But fince that ftatement was made, I have had an 
opportunity to obtain information, and, without troubling 
the Houfe by going into it now, I will juft prove that 
thofe aflertion s were not corredl:. I do not deny that the 
exports may be what the noble Lord has mentioned, but 
I deny that part of his ftatement which applies to the trade 
of Liverpool, as being wholly founded on miftake. He 
fays, that in one year, 136 (hips failed from that port to 
the coaft of Africa, and that in the next year only eleven 
were fitted out for the fame deftination : but I rather 
imagine that the noble Lord muft have omitted the figure 
I, and that it was in h6k 1 1 1 (hips. 

** But, Sir, is this queftion to be tried in the abftrafl: 
point of view as to the trade on the coaft of Africa ? 
Material as it is with regard to no lefs than 30,000 ton of 
(hipping, or as it refpefts the employment of no lefs than 
6000 feamen, or the fate of a capital to the amount of 
2>ooo,ooo fterling ; material as the meafure may feem as 
to thefe circumftances 5 yet, in comparifon to the whole 
objeft of the bill, it is fuch an inferior confideration as 
fcarcely to be worthy of notice, as hardly to deferve a 
thought. 

** The noble Lord tried all in his power to prove to 
the Houfe, that to the Navy, as far as it wa« concerned, 
the meafure would be a gain, a benefit, and n6t a difad- 
vantage. And how did he do this ? By telling you of the 
deaths which pccurred among the failors on their return 
home from a voyage to the coaft of Africa, in the year 
1 789. But if the noble Lord was ignorant on this fubjeft, 
why did he not confult the noble Lord in the other Houfe, 
his predeceflbr at the head of the Admiralty, with whom 
I know he has been in the habit of converfing upon many 
fubjedls ? He did not, becaufe he knew that he fhould 
obtain information which he would be unwilling to re- 
iceive ; apd he would h^ve heard that there were now few 
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inftances where the aflual deaths amounted to more than ' 
three out of each loo feamen. 

** If the parties before the Houfe had been permitted to 
call their witriefles, it would have been proved to the 
fatisfa£lion of every one, that there were no more deaths 
on board any of thefe Slave (hips than generally fall to tht 
lot of any of his Majefty's men of war. The noble Lord, 
however, has it in his power to move for the neceflary 
documents; and they would determine whether the afler- 
tions he has made, or the fa£ls I have ftated in oppofition 
to them, are correft. 

•* The noble Lord then adverts to the deficiency of po- 
pulation in the Weft Indies, and without thinking it 
neceflary to mention his authority, he ftates that the 
difproportion of the fexes is not greater than two to one, 
•inftead of four or five to one, as ftated by the learned 
counfel. Now I do fay, that it is a known fadi, that the 
difproportion is tp the extent of at leaft four to one, if not 
fiVfe to one ; but I dare fay, if I were to attempt to call 
witnefles to prove it, the noble Lord would immediately 
objed, and I fhould not be permitte4 to adduce the evi- 
dence. 

" The noble lyord then proceeds to the queftion of 
emancipation. The prefent fubjeft has now been under 
confideration for 15 or 20 years, and the Negroes have 
had fufficient time to learn that the African Slave Trade is 
contrary to humanity; and if an infurredlion were to take 
place, it would be from the eWefk of the prefent meafure ; 
and the only reafon why rebellion has not yet appeared 
among the blacks, 15 becaufe the abolition has never been 
efFefted. But now you have talfen care to declare, in the 
very preamble of the Bill, that the African Slave Trade is 
contrary to juftice, humanity, and found policy ; and if 
a French officer were to land on any one of the iflands to 
induce the flaves to rife againft their employers, I do not 
know words more fit that could be ufed in framing the 
proclamation, than " Whereas the African Slave Trade is 
contrary to the principles of juftice, humanity, and found 
policy." Nay, the efieft of this preamble will be almoft 
as great as if a IJ'rench Njreneral had adlually landedj, 



( 71 ) 

thd had placed thefe words at the head of his procIsH 
mation. 

** Next, Sir, the noble Lord queftions the neceffity of 
having Slaves at all, and in his mature judgment he thinks 
that fomething like machinery might be adopted in the 
place of at leaft a part of the Slaves. However this may 
be, it ftrikes me as a moft extraordinary circumftance that 
the planters, during all their experience, fhould never 
have thought of this fcheme of the noble Lord's, nor 
have adopted fo admirable a plan as this is fuppofed 
to be. 

" All the arguments of the noble Lord view this 
moment as the proper time for carrying this meafure into 
execution ; but I think, and 1 hope to convince the Houfe, 
that this is the moft improper period at which it could 
poflibly take place. Will any man tell me, notwithftand- 
ing the bold unfupported aiTertions of the noble Lord, 
relpefting the rigour in the treatment of the Slaves — 
which he cannot prove, and therefore will not permit fne 
to difprove — ^that the traffic, as carried on by us, is not 
conduced with more humanity than it is by any other 
country concerned in it. 

** Now that trade which you throw away as inhuman, 
France and other nations will be anxious to acquire, and 
this you muft prevent ; you muft prevent the Slave Trade 
from being carried on by other countries, or your attempt 
at abolition is worfe than- vain. It is a fa6l too well 
known to need proof, that the Portuguefe are fo anxious 
to learn and adopt this commerce, that they have a<9tualiy 
written to this country to be informed what (hips are 
moft proper to carry on the trade. 

** But befides thefe reafons for rejefting the meafure, 
the bill itfelf, I contend, can never be carried into efFeft. 
It would be impoffible for all the frigates in his Majefty's 
navy, without the concurrence and co-operation of the 
Colonies and Planters, to prevent the introduftion of 
Slaves. And not only is the bill def«<3:ive here, but it 
is alfo inefficient in other refpeds ; for it does not pro- 
hibit the introduction of Slaves into America. 

** The noble Lord gave you a calculation of the lofs 
which would be fuftained by the abandonment of the 
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African Slave Trade ; and I believe |ie was in that 
ftatement in a degree correft ; but he did not produce, 
to yoUr view the lofles which would be incurred by the 
colonies from the adoption of this meafure. Let us for 
an inftant take a view of the amount of the property 
which would be f wallowed up or thrown into the handi 
of the enemy. The value of thefe colonies, in their 
prefent ftate, is no lefs a fum than ^€'90,000,000, and the 
debts due are as high as .^3,000,000, while the annual 
profit derived to this kingdom from the imports from . 
the Weft India iflands, is at leaft ^io,ooo,oco; and the 
lofs of this immenfe property is the profpeft we have in 
view while arguing this meafure. But the noble Lord, 
notwithftanding all thisevidence, is determined upon the 
bill ; while at the fame time he will not give you the 
leaft information refpefting the aggregate lofs which will 
inevitably follow its addJ)tion. 

" Now, Sir, I have little further to fay; but there is a 
doubt with me upon which I (hall merely touch, and 
I (hould not have ventured to do even this, had it not 
been that the fubjedi has already been adverted to. I very 
much doubt how far your legiflative authority can extend 
fo as to enaft this bill to be carried into efFeft in the 
Weft India Colonies ; — how far you may fay to the 
Planters, ^* You have had enough, you fliall receive no 
more Slaves." We have. Sir, feen already the means of 
fupp lying a country with Negroes ; yet we have not ex- 
perienced the method of obftrufting and preventing com- 
pletely thofe fupp lies. 

** It is well known that the cultivation of Jamaica has 
been for fome time principally in coffee, the produftion 
of which requires fewer hands than is neceflary when the 

irround is brought to perfeftion for the growth of the 
iigar cane, and therefore you will put a ftop to all im- 
provement; it is impoflible for thefe plantations to go on, 
for the meafure you are about to adopt will inevitably 
deftroy them. 

** With refpeft to the emancipation'.fo much talked of, 
and the effecSs of which are to be fo happy upon the ftate 
of the Colonies, I heartily wifli that the noble Lord may 
have formed juft conclufions^ and that mine may be erro- 
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neous. But our fituation is mofl: tremendous. The loft 
of the colonies may be the confequencej anti if it be> th# 
downfall of this empire will furely follow. 

" As an humble individual I have prefumed to offer 
my fcntiments to the Houfe, not with the hope of con- 
vincing, but merely as feeling it a duty I owe to thofe 
^xrhofe interefts I reprefent. All 1 venture to hope i| 
that a gradual aWlition might take place. ^ In this way 
only can you attain your end. By the prefent meafur* 
you are injuring mod materially the fituation of your 
colonies, and ^ou tell the planters in the fame breatht 
•'Suffer your goods and your favings to be taken away j 
fuffer your property to be fnatched from you, for you do 
not know your own interefts." 

** I do hope and truft moft heartily that my apprehenfi- 
ons will prove unfounded, if they do I fhall rejoice moft 
fincerelyj but I do fear that ere jtwelve months have 
elapfed, yoii will hear accounts at leaft of difcontent and 
confpiracy, if you do not adlually hear of open un- 
bridled infurreftion. — Before that period has expired our 
difpatches will be filled with tales of rapine and murder; 
"we fhall hear the Slaves exclaiming, " Blacks be no more 
ilaves> why we be flaves?" 

** But then, fays the noble Lord, what right have we to 
make thofe bear the bondage of their parents, who have 
been born under the protection of the Britifli Govern- 
ment; a d though this meafure is but the abolition of 
the tradci it may lead to emancipation in the gradual lapfe 
of time. But, Sir, let the Houfe refled for a moment 
upon the poflible confequences of paffing this bill. I do 
fay, and in this opinion I (hall receive fupport, that if 
there be a method of obtaining that which is now fought, 
without inful ting the feelings of the Colonies, that method 
ought to be adopted, and this bill ought to be negatived. 
However, Sir, I may approve of the firft introduftion o£ 
Slavery, it is not my intention to offer any opinion why it 
fhould now exift, but this I muft fay, that if I had been 
alive at the time the Slave Trade was firft adopted, t 
(hould moft certainly have given it my hearty fupport; 
but as the prefent ftep is to be the preliminary to eiiianci- 
patioD itfel^ before we fan£lion it vrivlv ^ui ^o\vSftw\^ W 
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US ferioufly refleft upon thofe confequcnccs by which it 
may be attended. Do not let us fuppofe that the evidencd 
which would hive been brought to your bar, or that the 
reafoning employed by the learned Counfel, is but a mere 
mockery — and not really founded upon fafts. Let us 
therefore have time to deliberate cooly before we adopt a 
meafure, the confequences of which all human energy 
may not be able to prevent when they ftiall have taken 
place, but which a little forefight may avoid.'* 

Mr. RoscOE. — " Before I give my vote on this occa- 
iBon I am anxious to fatisfy my own feelings, and in 
endeavouring to do fo I fhall at the fame time perform 
the duty I owe to the inhabitants of the town of Liver- 
pool, which I have the honour to reprefent. 

** Whatever may have been fuppofed of the interefts 
or inclination of that corporation, they are by no means 
unanimous in fupport of the trade ; but on the contrary, 
a large and refpe^able body have voted for the abolition, 
and I lho\ild difappoint their wiflies if I were not to give 
my fupport to this bill. After the long and attentive 
confideration which has been beftowed on this fubjefl: 
through a period of twenty years ; after the difcuflions 
refpedling it, which have been fo often repeated, and fo 
ably conduced; after the prefent Bill has had a full exa- 
mination in the other Houfe; and after the Zealand ability 
with, which the noble Lord (Lord Howick) has now in- 
troduced the queftion to your regard ; I think it will be 
wholly unneceflary for me to enter upon any general 
argument, or into any ftatemcnt of minute particulars. 

** There is only one argument which I will ufe, and it 
is fo fimple and obvious that barely to mention it is fuffi- 
cient. If you place the human fpecies like any other fet 
of beings, in a fituation of comfort, and give them the 
common neceflaries of life, from the eftabliflied law of 
Nature they muft progreffively increafe; and it is only by 
their not being placed in fuch a fituation, that the Slaves 
in the Weft Indies experience fo much diftrefs in their 
' prefent ftate. But by the paffing of this Bill you will do 
a great and effential good 5 for you will inftantaneoufly 
ftmeliorate the fad coudiuon of the Negroes in the Wefl: 
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Itndia Iflands. No longer will the maxim that it is better 
to buy than to breed a Slave, be imprefled upon the mind 
of the planter; for, it will then become his duty, and he 
will find it alfo his intereft, to provide for his own necef- 
fities by fupplying the wants of his Slave. 

** From this.controuling caufe I can entertain no doubt 
but that by a moderate improvement of the fituation of 
the Negro, the population of the iflands maybe kept up; 
and I can difcern none of thofe detrimental efFefts which 
are fo much apprehended. On the contrary I am fan- 
guine enough to believe that inftead of the meafure being 
the ruin of the iflands, it will prove their falvation, and- 
that whatever fears may be entertained by thofe concerned 
in the trade it will ultimately be difcovered to be the 
primary foundation of their true wealth and profperity. 

** In the confideration of this queftion it is impoffible 
not to advert to the prefent ftate of Africa. Upon that 
point we know. Sir, mat by this trade we have contributed 
in a very great degree to promote and encourage thofe 
dreadful wars by which that continent is fo frequently 
agitated. We know that we have done fo, by fupplying 
them with the neceflary implements of deftrufkion; that 
we have put arms into their hands that they may turn 
them againft their fellow creatures. When, Sir, this ne- 
farious traflSr fhall be put an end to \ when it (hall be no . 
more their intereft to deal in blood, there will be fome 
hope of peace and tranquility being reftored, and no 
doubt that country itfelf will be much improved, 

** With refpeft to the time of the operation of thig 
bill very different opinions might be entertained, and it 
has been the idea of many people, and among th^ reft, of 
myfelf, that if the meafure had been propofed many years 
ago a gradual abolition would have been preferable. It 
never, Sir, was fuppofed by me, that the trade (liould be 
continued to he carried on a year or a day againft the 
happinefs of the Africans, becaufe private intereft was 
concerned, or becaufe it was for the benefit of thofe who 
were engaged in the traffic 5 but before we fanftion a 
meafure of this extenfive and important nature, it ap- 
peared neceflary that we ihould weigh it with all poflible 
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'* I Will endeavour, S'r, to (late the view wtich I ente 
tamed on this fubjeft. From the great length of tirr 
which is occupied in bringing the Slaves from the int< 
rior of Africa, I thought that if this traffic were fu< 
denly (lopped, t^ere might be great danger of a ma(raci 
gf thofc'upon the coafl who had been brought there fc 
fale. I made enquiries to fatisfy my mind upon th: 

f^oint, and I found that the Slaves often came down i 
arge bodies, and if no (hips appeared, or no opportunit 
o(Fered of difpofing of them by falc, it might be followci 
by fome dreadful confequenccs. 

** Feeling anxiety from this caufe I enquired wha 
time would be neceila y in order to apprize the native 
4caler3 of the abolition of the trade; and I was told thai 
fix or nine months might be fufficient. I think then that 
the time limited in the prefent bill will be a period fu(S- 
ciently ample to prevent the perpetration of thefe maffa- 
cres on the coaft, and therefore as a friend to the gradual 
abolition of this ^rade, conlidering the length of tim« 
during which the queftion has been agitated in parliament, 
and the time which is yet to expire before the bill is tabe 
carried into operation, I do moll heartily accede to the 
mearure. 

** But, Sir, there is one more obfervation which I 
have to make, and it refpefts the queftion of Compenfa- 
tion. We are not. Sir, in our confideratio > of this pointy 
to confine ourfelves to the narrow principle of compenfa- 
tioh to one fide only. Juftice, Sir, is due to all parties, 
:^jkI we muft not bind ourfelves within fuch limits at 
Would permit us only to confider thofe who are con* 
ne£ked with us under the fame government and laws. 
We muft not only confider them •, but we muft alfo re-^ 
member that juftice is due to the injured fons of Africa, 
who have fo long fufT-'red the moft wretched (lavery, from 
our avarice and ambition. It would be indeed the very 
height of injuftice and wickedncfs to permit this com- 
i^ierce to be conducted at the expence of the lives and 
liberties of the inhabitants of Africa for th« paltry con- 
temptible advantages which individuafe might derive from 
it. I do, Sir, however triift and hope that the time will 
come when thofe parties who fliall really . be injured by 
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itilt operation of the bill will appear before this Houfe to 
receive fuch damages as they may be able to prove them-* 
selves entitled to. 

- " But, Sir, there is a compenfation of a better and z 
(iiigher nature of which I hope the country will not be 
Wifappointed; I mean the application of the capitals now 
(engaged in the Slave Trade in fome extenfive and ho- 
fnourable purfuit, adapted to the adive genius pi this 
[commercial nation. In the fituation in which we now 
filand, charged with heavy taxes, and a burthenfome ex- 
penditure, it is natural for the people of this ifland to 
^ look to every fituation by which that expenditure may be 
fupported. It is natural for them to extend their view .to 
all fides, to look to the eaft and to the weft; and I truft. 
th'at the merchants injured by this meafure will be in- 
cluded in the general confideration of the efFefts of the 
prefent bill, and be amply repaid for the lofs which they 
may fuftain by the abolition of the African Trade, by 
opening to them other fources of commerce. We mull 
unite our endeavours to promote this defirable objeft, and 
we muft oppofe the great continental refources of our 
formidable enemy by our vaft colonial power. It feems 
to me that the fate of the empire is fo wound up with 
our foreign pofleflions that we cannot be too attentive to 
thofe prudent maxims of policy by which they would be 
preferred. 

" I will not, Si^, trefpafs further upon the time of the 
Houfe i I have fpent my whole life in the town of Liver- 
ool, and for thirty years I have never ceafed to oppofe 
is nefarious traffic; and I confider it to be the gireateft 
happinefsand the moftfatisfatlory event of my exiftence, 
that I am on this important occafion to join not only with 
the friends of juftice and humanity, but with the advo- 
cates of found policy, in putting a period to the Africaa 
51ave Trade. 

Mr. LusHiNGTON. — *' One of the neareft connections 
r have in the world, has a great intereft in this important 
queftion : yet whatever may be the concern which thofe 
I love moft may have in it, when I read in the preamble 
of the bill that tne Slave Trade is inconfiftent with^uftlce^ 
humanity, and found policy; admitting tVi\% to \i^ **. 
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correfl: (latement of the faft, I can have no option whethei 
to prefervc or abandon the trade ; for, Sir, I have nevei 
been accuftomed to balance the focial duties of juftice and 
humanity againft the commercial eftimates of exports and 
imports. 

•* I fhall trouble the Houfe with a very few words, and 
the firft topic to which I fhall advert, regards the popu- 
lation. One of the learned counfel who addreffed you 
from the bar (Mr. Dallas) dated the proportion of males 
and females to be as four to five of the former to one of 
the latter. I do not know that it is perfeftly regular 
to comment on what the learned counfel have faid at the 
bar of the Houfe of Lords; but there the comparative 
proportion was given as five to three. It is a little fingu* 
lar, that in a queftion of this confequence, the gentlemen 
were not more uniform in the inftruftions they gave to 
their advocates. 

[The honourable Member here cited a pafTage from 

the work of a profefTor of Petersburg, illuftrative of the 

queftion on prggreflive population, under the circum- 

ilance of a great difproportion of the fexes. He thea 

proceeded.] 

** 1 fully agree with thofe who think, that pafling this 
aft will lead the Planters to be more attentive to fome of 
their moft important interefts. I am of opinion, that in 
fome of the iflands which are moft deficient in cultivation^ 
as Trinidad, the returns will not be fo great as if the im« 
portation of Negroes were continued. There fome loft, 
may be fuftained, but thofe adventurers who have en* 
gaged in recent fpeculations, have not the claims upon us 
to which the old eftablifhed colonifts are entitled. 

*' The Houfe will permit me to fay a few words oh a 
fubjeft which has been treated with great ability by the 
noble Lord (Howick), and which has fince attrafted fome 
obfervations from the honourable General; I mean the 
tendency of this trade as it afFefts our Colonies. In 
anfwer to the remark made by th^ noble Lord on the cyU 
dence which has been adduced on this fubjeft, the hono- 
rable General affirmed that there exifted no fatisfaflory 
teftimony. But are not all the fafts in evidence before the 
Houfe ? A vshriety of peitou* Viscv^ \i^^xv ciaxc^Ssy^d bftre^ 
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and their details have been compared with the mufter-roUt 
of the fhips.- Out of 5000 men engaged in the Slave 
Trade, it appears that iiao were on the dead lift, and 
that many more were broken down and difabled. We 
read of men in this fervice being brought to a captain of a 
man of war, who complained, that they, offered wretches 
unfit for the purpofes of navigation ; and a medical gentle- 
man tells us, that nine out of ten were rendered abfolutely 
unfit for duty. Sir, if I were to go into the examination 
of the number of our brave men who have been facrificed 
during the laft twenty-five years, it would be eafy to fhew^ 
that the diminution was greater than the whole aggregate 
lofs in all our other fervices put together. 

** Sir, the caufes of fickncfs and death are inherent in 
this trade; and whatever may have been the legiflative 
regulations applied to it, no a£)^can alter it, until the 
ftatutes of your Parliament can change the nature and 
conftitution of human beings. In beating about on the 
pafTage, the failors are expofed, without covering, to all 
the inclemencies of the torrid zone, and this is one great 
fource of mortality. 

** The difpofition of men to enter into this fervice has 
been mifreprefented. It is not a trade the hazards of 
which failors are willing to encounter, if they can avoid it. 
In this fervice the wages are from 35 to 40 fhillings per 
month, when in others, they are orily from 30 to 35. But 
there is ftill another difference unfavourable to the mariners 
on board African (hips. Under the articles of agreement, 
the captains are allowed more authority, and exercife 
greater feverity, than they can do in other fituations. A 
Gentleman on the other fide obferved, that the failors are fo 
anxious to quit the Slave (hips, that they will fwim through 
(harks to obtain accefs to the (hips of war on the Weft 
Indian ftation. Confider, then, what the nature of this 
fervice muft be, what a deteftation they muft have of it, 
cfpecially. when you recolle£^, that the confequence of 
their. fonaking the fhip often is, that they forfeit all their 
wages, all their earnings in the hard fervices in which 
they have been engaged. Inftead of the officers of his 
Majefty's navy being difpofed to continue this trade, I 
Ihould rather nave ^ought^ that they would host, csAl^d. 
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upon you to relieve them from it, as it is attended wit! 
fuch a prodigious wafte of the feamen, neceffary to th 
fupport of our marine, 

" I will not trouble the Houfe any longer, I will onl] 
fay, that whatever may be the conduft oif Portugal, o\ 
of any other country which may have facilities for th< 
profecution of this trade, let us not continue a fpecies ol 
J:ommerce, inconfiftent with every principle of juftice and 
humanity." 

Mr. Fawkes. — ** I feel myfelf compelled to invite your 
attention to fulfil what I confider to be the moft facred of 
all duties. Sir, this trade has conftantly received from 
me all the oppolition which a humble individual, like my- 
felf^ could direft againf^ it, and to contribute to its fall, 
by my fuffrage, on this important occafion, will be matter 
.of pride and exultation to me to the lateft moment of my 
life. 

** In the confideration of this queftion, the condition 
of Africa is not to be neglefted, and we are naturally led 
to advert to her ftate, by confidering the mode and cir- 
cum (lances under which the unhappy viftims of this com- 
merce are obtained. The miferies of favaee life are in- 
deed fufficiently deplorable, if half the calamities of which 
We have heard, are attendant upon it. Inftead of aug- 
menting this wretchednefs, to which, in the courfe of 
nature, they are expofed, it was our duty to have foftened, 
or to have removed them. 

*' Sir, it is faid, that the wars of Africa are not our 
own, and that they are the neceffary confequence of thtf 
diforganized ftate of that continent. I am not perfedlly 
convinced of the corre<3nefs bf "this obfervation, yet that 
wars can be wholly prevented, either in civilized or un^ 
Civilized countries, muft be the dream only of a vifionary. 
That wars ihould be promoted for the purpofes of avarice, 
is a refleftion moft opprefEve to our feelings. Are we 
to add fuel to the paflions which are fo aftive in difturb- 
ing the repofe of mankind ; and can we doubt of the fa^, 
that hoflilities are encouraged, to anfwer the defign^ of 
this trade, when we fee the horrid fpe£tacle of the flavd 
merchant hovering in the &at q( llie cc^tw^^wdlu^ armies, 
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to purchafe thofe of the fame nature with himfelf^ in otdw 
to confign them to hopelefs captivity ? 

** Numerous are the artifices by which the melancholy 
yi£kims of this trade are feduced. In fome cafes they are 
tempted to beaftly intoxication, dnd are firft deprived o£ 
, their reafon, and then of their liberty. The facility which 
our fupinenefs has afforded to thofe who are engaged in 
this nefarious traffic, has led to great enormity. What*- 
ever may be the refpeft a man has entertained for the 
facred inftitutions of his country; when removed to a 
diflance from the tribunals where the law is adminiftered^ 
he too often ftifles the generous emotions of his confcience 
and a degradation of mind enfues with the d^fcription of 
which it is not my intention to excite the painful impref« 
fions of the fenfibiiity of the Houfe. . < 

'^ BuX tjtie vaft diminution of the human fpecies occa« 
. fioned vSlhe purfuit of this trade, demands the moft ferious 
' attention. You have heard enough of thofe floating 
dungeons in which health and life are facrificed; you have 
heard enough of that violence by which the natives of 
Africa are forced from their families, from their friends^ 
and from their country •, and when I am appealing to a 
Britifh aflembly on thefe afts of aggreffion and of atrocity, 
I know that I am addrefGiig a tribunal where all the prin- 
ciples of juftice and humanity are recognized. 

'^ Sir, it is by diftinguifhing infulated tranfaAions, that 
we bring a fubjedl of a general nature home to the heart 
and to the underftanding of man, and revive in him the 
generous fympathies of his nature. Let us attend an an« 
happy Negro after the paflage to the Weft Indies, during 
which all his feelings have been outraged, and fuppofe 
him landed in our colonies. He has there to endure a 
beaftly expofure, his ftrength and proportions are to be ex-r 
amined, and being configned over to the beft bidder, he is 
CTOUded with the reft of the Slaves, and contemplated by 
his mafter with no more refpe£); than the inanimate move- 
ables of his eftablifhment ; and he has fcarcely any other 
law but the will of his proprietor. Is it poflible to con- 
ceive a fyftem more perniciops both ^o the fuperior and 
to the dependant ? Will the fupreme authorities in this 
fountry tolerate a traffic, which cominences ia t^\uftlce^ 

L ^tA. 
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tnd terminates in murder ? Sir, I truft they will not, I 
believe they have difcovered that it is high time the arm of 
the Slave Traders fhould be arretted, and that they fhould 
be taught, that to attain the reward^of opulence, they muft 
prad^ife humanity. That barbarity of the moll fliocking 
defcription has been exercifed, is an unqueftionable faft, 
unlefs the evidence on your table be an artful fabrication. 

** You will believe, Sir, that the greateft inconfiftenciei 
can be attempted to be reconciled in argument, fince you 
heard the other night that the condition of the Slave in the 
Weft Indies is equal to that of the Engliih peafant. Shall 
I hear from the gentlemen learned in the law, who have ' 
prefented thcmfelves at your bar, that they poflefs the in- 
valuable privilege of trial by jury ? Shall I hear from the 
moft fanguine advocates of the trade, that they have the 
choice of their employers; that they can exchange a cruel 
perfecutor for a gentle and generous matter ; that they have 
a law inflexibly jutt, which knows no dittin£l:ion of perfons ; 
and, above all. Sir, that they have the patriotic feeling which 
throbs in the bofom of every Englifliman, when he liftens 
to the name of his country ? Alas, Sir, thefe are bleflings 
they can never enjoy. Let thofe who talk of the happy 
condition of Negroes offer that the difcontented part of 
them ftiould be conveyed to a place of freedom at the pub- 
lic charge. Do they think that one or two worthlefs 
members only of this fraternity would accept the propofal? 
Sir, if fuch a propofition were made to them, the whole 
Britifli navy would be furcharged with the vaft burthea. 

" With regard to the quettion of expediency, it has 
been argued with fo much ability by a noble Lord that 
I ftiall not think it neceflary to requeft the attention of the 
Houfe to any thing I have to fuggett, as to that particular. 

** Among the ftrange notions that have been promul- 
gated, it has been faid that the holy fcriptures countenance 
flavery. Such an aflcrtion appears to me to be a manifeft 
abfurdity. Can any ferious mind entertain the idea that 
that Being who came into the world to fave finners, could 
fandiion by his precepts, or by his example, a fyftem which 
produces the very enormitieane appeared amongft mankind 
to prevent. If any thing fo contrary to the purity of hig 
nature; and to the benignity of his attributes, had been 
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introduced into thofe volumes which wc have fo long held 
facred, it would tend to ftrip the gofpel of its truth, and 
to rob mankind of their hopes. 

** Shall we have the mortification to fee, after fo many 
ftruggles for the improvement of the condition of die 
moft wretched of the fpecies, that flavery is to be tolerated, 
nay, is to be admired, m the feventh year of the nineteenth 
century. Whatever may be the changes of time, what- 
cven[ may be the accidents of life, whatever may be th^ 
tricks and expedients to obfcure truth, Slavery will always 
expofe her native deformity : to ufe the language of an 
admired writer, * Still, Slavery, difguife thee as thou wilt, 
ftill thou art a bitter draught; and though thoufands may 
have been made to tafte of thee, thou art not lefs bittet 
on that account.' 

** Sir, a benevolent Providence has direfted the progrcft 
of man to civilization, by flow and filent, but by certain 
iteps. • This improved ftate of focicty may be obftruiied 
by wars, and a variety of other caufes, interfering with 
focial intercourfe and happinefs. It is our duty not to 
fhiftrate, but to co-operate with the intentions of that 
good and great Being, and inflead of interfering with hit 
defigns, we ought to have broken the fetters of the African, 
and to have facilitated his advance towards that ftate of 
enjo3rment of which our nature is capable. 

"Before I fit down, I am impelled by every fentiment 
of duty and gratitude to fay fomething expreflive of my 
fentiments to that honourable friend of mine, who has fo 
long, and fo ably fupported this caufe. The induflry and 
abtmy, the patience and the fpirit, with which he has ad* 
vocated the rights of humanity, will raife a monument to 
his memory. 

' Quod non imber edax, non Aquilo impotens 
Poffit diruere, aut innumerabilis 
Annorum feries, et fuga temporum.* 

•* There is no one who congratulates that honourable 
member with more fatisfa£i:ion than I do on the occafion 
of the glorious viftory, in fo eminent a degree to be attri- 
buted to his own perleverance and fortitude. 

" Sir, it is not impoflible that we may have to contend 
for the liberty of England on Englifh ground, and while 
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we are expofed to thefc conflifls, let us by the purity, the 
integrity, and the humanity of our own conduft, prepare 
ourlelves for the encounter ; at leaft, let us not go forth 
to battle* with the feeling of the wrongs of Africa on our 
confcieiice. Let it not be faid that the cries of Africa were 
heard and her injuries were not redrefled. Let us atone 
for the miferies which, this inaufpicious period has brought 
upon us by performing this fplendid a£l of beneficenc# 
and mercy.*' 

General Gascoign faid a few words in explanation. 

Lord Mahon.^— " I have not, Sir, the prefumption t* 
fuppofe that I can, by what I (hall fay, add any thing to 
what has been fo ably and eloquently dated by the noble 
Lord who opened the debate ; and I (hould not have this 
night offered myfelf to the attention of the Houfe, were it 
not that I feel it a duty I owe to myfelf to give my opinion 
on the moft interefting topic that perhaps was ever agitated 
within thefe walls. 

** In whatever light, or under whatever circumftances, 
this queftion may be viewed ; or whatever variety of no- 
tions may have been exprefled upon the prefent occafion, I 
can entertain but one feeling ^ my mind can be occupied 
by but one opinion upon the fubjed under difcuffion« 
Without adverting to public opinion or popular fentiment 
upon tjie evidence which is before the Houfe, there is there 
exhibited fuch a picture of the miferies endured by our 
fellow-creatures who are the fubjefbs of Ihe trade, that I 
conceive it a duty which I can never forego to endeavour 
by every means in my power to alleviate their fufferings. 
The teftimony already upon the table has fully eftablifhed 
the praftice in this traffic of every cruelty that the human 
mind can conceive. We trace the unhappy Negro dragged 
from his home into a Slave-fliip, and from a Slave-fhip 
condufted to a diftant country, where he is not only 
treated with contempt and ignominy, but with harihneis 
and barbarity. But, Sir, if thefe cruelties were not ac- 
tually praftifed, if thefe enormities did not in reality exift, 
k is a fufficient ground for confenting to the prefent mea- 
fure^ that he wear^ the bonds of flavery. But that they do 
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exift, not a doubt can be entertained. That they arc torn 
from all the endearments of the domeftic circle ; that they 
mre fnatched from all the happinefs of focial intercourfe, 
and caft into the fathomlefs gulph of mifery, no one can 
attempt to deny. 

•* If we aft upon that great and extenfive moral prin- 
ciple, of doing to others as we would wifh that they fhould 
do to us, decreed from fuch high authority, not a member 
of the Houfe can for a moment entertain a doubt refpefting 
the propriety of the adoption of this meafure. The deci- 
fion of the Britifh Pa:rliament will be recorded on the page 
of hiftory, and will be handed down to the lateft pofterity 
as one' of the mod glorious events in tlie annals of the 
world. 

" That this traffic is contrary to the diftates of huma« 
nity and to the firft principles of j-uftice is moft obvious ; 
and I call upon the Houfe moft earneftly, in the name of 
fuffering humanity^ in the name of injuned nature, and in 
the names of the unfortunate Negroes, to ftop the career 
of cruelty and barbarity. That this trade is contrary to 
the foundations of found policy is equally clear^ and upon 
that point, we have not only the evidence to be derived 
from our own obfervation ; but we have alfo the teftimony 
in its favor of that great man of whom it is impoi&ble to 
fpeak but in terms of the higheft admiration and refpeA 
for his known and well-tried integrity, and for his moft 
tranfcendent abilities. And we may venture, without he- 
fitation, to declare, that more fliocking inftances of tyranny^ 
oppreffion, and injuftice, have exifted in no nation under 
the fun than are the fruits of this deteftable trade. Upon 
what foundation can we prefume to afk for the afUftance 
and protection of God, while we witnefs fuch fcenes of 
diftrefs and mifery without emotion. We can never hope 
to receive from the Supreme Ruler of princes, who de- 
cides the fate of empires, who can, either exalt to the 
higheft degree of human grandeur, or in the moment t)f 
his wrath crufli us beneath his foot, if we ftill continue to 
countenance this trade, or longer witnefs unmoved the 
linhappinefs of our fellow-beings." 
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Lord Milton. [We are forry to fay, that his Lordflii] 
mddrefled the chair in fo low a tone, tnat we found it ex- 
tremely difficult, in the gallery, to colled: a few particulan 
of his fpeech.] 

*' This fubjeft has occupied the attention of Parliameni 
for many years, and I hope will at laft be decided in a 
.way honourable to the country. The arguments employed 
by the gentlemen on the other fide, have not had the effed 
on my mind they were mtended to produce on the Houfe: 
inftead of leading me to approve of the continuance of the 
Slave Trade, they have added to my views of the policy oi 
its. abolition. 

^' It has been faid. Sir, that the population of the blacki 
in the Weft Indies cannot be kept up, without the import- 
ations which it is the obje£t of this bill to prevent. I am 
ready to admit, that in the prefent condition of the SlaveS} 
in wnich the benevolent intentions of nature are obftrudied, 
this defe£l is one among the many injurious confequencet 
of fuch a fituation ; but I cannot believe that any country 
which the Almighty has created is fo curfed, as not, in the 
ordinary cpurfe of events, to be competent to provide for 
its own population. ' 

** An honourable General (Gasgoign) fays, that the 
women in St. Helena are not expofed to the fame feverity 
of labour as they are in the Weft India Colonies ; and on 
this ground he explains the increafing population in that 
fettlement. Here, at leaft, he has afforded an argument, 
not only againft the corre£tnefs of his own fadls, but 
againft the propriety of his own conclufions ; and he has 
furnifhed us with an additional motive for expediing^ that 
when proper care (hall be taken of the Slaves in the iflands» 
there, as well as in every other country in the world, the 
population will be fupported. 

" Among the authorities that have been cited, I am 
moft of all aftonifhed, that any gentlemen ihould refer to 
the Scriptures, as if they afforded any argument in vindi« 
cation of this trade. 

** No one acquainted with the bleflings of civilization, 
with that focial intercourfe which fubfifts between man 
and man, in the moft improved condition of fociety, will 
look merely to the Weft Indies, and the ftate of the blacks 
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in thofe Colonies, to afcertain the evils attendant upon this 
trade : he will attend to the Continent of Africa, and Ke- 
will fee .there how greatly the progrefs of civilization is 
impeded by the adive inftruments of this commerce. Sir, 
I am not one of thofe who can balance between juftice 
and profit. I would have juftice fupported, and humanity 
regarded, whatever might be the confequences refulting 
from the fulfilment of thefe imperious duties; and whatever 
may be the advantages the Liverpool merchants derive 
from the trade, I have no hefitation in declaring that it 
ought to be immediately abolifhedf 

•* A friend of mine, now no more, whom I am proud to 
have known, recommended thefe principles to my early 

J'outh; it is a valuable legacy that he has left me, and 
eeling ftrongly from the recoUeftion of his virtues, and 
of his energies employed in this great caufe, 1 fhould not 
difcharge the duty I owe to his memory and to my country, 
if I did not lift up my voice in favour of the abolition of 
this trade.'' 

Mr. Bathuhst.— " I have been anxious. Sir, to catch 
your eye to exprefs my feelings on the prefcnt queftion, 
oecaufe I do not coincide in opinion with thofe gentlemen 
who have already fpoken on this fubje£i. The manner in 
which the noble Lord who opened the debate has condu£ted 
this difcuffion has relieved me in common with the reft of 
its members from great difficulty. He has truly ftated 
that at this time of day the queftion under confideration is 
not whether the African Slave Trade is a traffic to be en- 
couraged and promoted by this country, t That topic 
indeed was at one time introduced into debate, but it has 
long ceafed to be a matter of difcuffion witliin thefe walls; 
and it is now a general opinion to which every body 
agrees that it is a commerce contrary to the principles of 
juftice, humanity, and found policy, and which ought not 
to be fuffered to exift. The fubjeft therefore is now re- 
duced to this point, whether or not it can, with fafety, 
with any probability of fuccefs be abolifhed : that. Sir, is 
the fimple point wnich is now at iffiie. 
■ ** The arguments which have been adduced on this 
tfccafion are intended to ihew that the Coloiuei are \t. xk^ 
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|>refent moment capable of fupporting their populatioiff 
and it is to that point chiefly that the few words I fbaU 
addrefs to the Houfe to-night will be confined. With 
refpedi to the trade itfelf (the trade from the Coaft of 
Africa to the Weft Indies) I have no hefitation in profef- 
Cng my entire concurrence with the noble Lord. But 
when he adduces arguments to fhew that this is the time 
for efFeSing the abolition, he admits to me that that is at 
leaft a fubjeft on which I and other members of the Houfe 
may entertain confiderable doubt. I anil certainly not one 
of thofe whom the nobl^ Lord fuppofes are fetting them- 
felves up againft the principles of juftice and humanity; 
but on tnc contrary if it be found that the meafure can be 
carried into the defired efFeft at the prefent moment, I 
(hall be onlfe of the firft to give it my cordial fupport. At 
the fame time I am not of opinion that juftice is only due 
to thofe pexfons who are the fubjefts ofN. the trade. 

** It muft be admitted on all fides that unlefs it be ibewh 
that the ftate of population in the Weft Indian iflands is 
fuch that there is a profpeft of its being maintained, two 
things muft neceflarily follow, either that the Africans muft 
be continued as they have been to be imported into the 
iflands, or that the planters and merchants and ultimately 
the kingdom itfelf muft fufi^er by the abolition. This 
muft be the cafe unlefs means are taken for the introdu* 
cing fomc other fource of fupplying our Colonies with 
labourers ; added to which, we have a pretty fure profpeft 
Aat upon our abandoning it, France and Holland will 
enter into the trade. In Ihort it does appear to me upon 
the fulleft confideration I have been able to give the fub- 
ieft, that unlefs you infure the probability of the iflandt 
being able to keep up their population, in order to main- 
tain that populo.tion means will be found either legal or 
illegal, by thofe whofe intereft it is to obtain Slaves for 
the cultivation of their eftatea. 

** Then, Sir, with refpe£t to the ftaite of population^ 
what has been faid is far from being fatisfaGory j for they 
compare the births of children with the deaths throughout 
the ifland, and by difcovering them to be equal, they fay 
that the ifland is capable of maintaining its own popula- 
tbn. I xontend^ on the contrary^ that the mere ftate* 
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ment of the birth« compared with the burials is not a 
fatisfaiSory ground on which we can fay that at this mo- 
ment the Iflands are in a proper ftate for the abolition j 
becaufe, although on fome eftates the population may be 
maintained, or even increafe, yet on others it will decteafe. 

^* But it has been afked to-night, what country is there 
in the world befides not capable of keeping up its popu- 
lation. It has been faid too that the difproportion of the 
faxes, of four to one, or perhaps five to one, is not cor- 
^eftly given. The truth is, that there exifts fome difpro- 
portion, and this is the reafon why they cannot be con- 
fidered to be in a natural ftate. It will be recollefted 
however, that even the few females are not diftributed in 
a regular proportion over the country, there is no fyftem 
of equalization eftablilhed ; and on fome plantations there 
is a fuperabundance of males, while on other eftates ther« 
is a fuperabundance of females j and this may even be the 
faft without looking to extreme cafes in order to fliew 
that the population will not increafe. But it may be faid, 
that the time will come by degrees when there muft be' 
an equality in the fexes, and when the population may be ' 
kept up without difficulty. This may be fo I have no 
doubt, and therefore after a proper period the abolition 
may be fafely efFefted. All that I am labouring to 
fliew is, that this is not the fit time, under all cirdum- 
ftances, for pafling the prefent bill. 

" But, fay they, Whofe fault is it that the population 
is not maintained ; is it not the fault of the Planters them- 
fclves ? If I were even to admit that it was the fault of 
the Planters, that does not afFeft me ; I am only arguing, 
that this inequality of the fexes, if there be no further 
importations, muft exift at leaft for a time ; and I leave it 
to the Houfe to judge, how fai^it is polTible, whether thi# 
inequality is or is not as great as it has been ftated to be, 
that the population can be maintained without frefli im- 
portations. 

" But it is faid. Sir, that the Planters of the Weft Indies 
have had fufficient notice that this meafure would ulti- 
mately be adopted, and that therefore they might have 
been providing themfelves againft the period when the 
kill ibould paft. Now, Sir, I think th?it aT^Mm^tvx.\^ xvciX. 
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gradual abolition, but it is making the Houfc pledge itfelf 
that, at a certain time, the trade fliall be compleatly 
abolifhed. But the chief objeft I have in view is to have 
duties allowed on the Slaves or the (hips, which muft in 
a courfe of years put a total end to the trade, 

*' For thefe reafons I have no wifh to oppofe the bill, but 
only in the committee I (hall take the liberty to make the 
motion to which 1 alluded. 

Sir John Doyle. — " Sir, my objeA in foliciting your 
attention this evening, is to give myfelf an opportunity of 
replying to the arguments of the counfel heard at your 
bar, with whofe opinions the honourable member for ■ 
Liverpool, behind me (General GascoigneJ has fo com- 
pleatly coincided •, and I trull, that if I do not bring for- 
ward topics which are new with regard to this queftion, 
I fhall, at lead, endeavour to be fhort ; but I am confi- 
dent that in addrcfling a Britifli audience on the fubjeft of 
juftice and humanity, to entreat their attention would be 
to infult them. 

" Some honourable Gentlemen have this night (hewn 
themfelves to be the friends of and advocates for a gradual 
abolition, and the reafon" they aflign for that opinion is, 
that there exifts in the iilands a difproportion of males 
and females, a'.d therefore, that unlefs that defeft be 
corre£^ed,the population cannot be maintained ; but, Sir, 
I will aflc the Houfe, if this can be corre&ed by importa- 
tion ? Becaufe we all know that the chief trade is in males, 
and that, therefore, the evil inftead of diminifhing, will 
be increafing, and therefore, it appears to me, that nothing 
can be drawn from that argument. 

** The object: of the counfel vit the bar was to fupport 
and continue the Slave Trade, and they reftcd their claims 
upon ihe grounds of juftice and humanity. They too, on 
behalf of the, Planters, implored the juftice and humanity 
of Parliament, but not for the opprelTed, not for the 
fufFerer, not for him who bore the cruel chains of Slavery, 
but for him who was the author of that opprefEon, was 
the caufe of that fufFering, and tho impofer of that Slavery; 
on the part of thofe who infli6led the torture, not on bei 
. AaJf of thofe who were the unhappy vidims of it. 
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** In the outfet of what I have to addrefs to the Houfei 
I do take upon myfelf mod pofitively to deny, that, that 
can be found policy which reds upon injuftice: on that 
point, I entertain not the fmalleft difficulty — But even 
fuppofing I did entertain any doubt on the fubjeft of 
the policy of the trade, that would be entirely removed 
when I reflcfted, that two of the greateft men that thtf 
world ever produced, who had differed, almoft upon 
every qucflion but this, yet upon this point compleatly 
coincided : they both agreed upon the queflion of the 
impolicy of the Slave Trade. But, Sir, let their opi- 
nions have been what they might, let their fentimentf • 
have been direftly contrary to mine, yet for myfelf, I will 
aj Icafl fay this, that the opinion of no man upon earth, 
be my refpeft for him as great as poflible, can make me 
decide contrary to the diftates of my confcience. 

" It might not, perhaps, be confidered quite decorous, 
to draw any comparifon between the late adminiflration 
and the prefent ; it might not be delicate to contraft 
the talents of one fet of men with thofo of another 5 but 
whatever may be their abilities we muft always be aware 
that they have a great refponfibility cafl upon them, and 
that they have a moft important duty to di (charge to the 
country ; and I have no doubt but they have given the 
prefent fubje^l every pofTible attention, atid under fuch 
circumilances the meafure comes before the Houfe with 
peculiar advantage. 

** But, Sir, there is another ground flill ftronger than 
any I have yet mentioned, and I hope, in what I fhall 
offer to the Houfe, I fhall not be fuppofed to hint at any 
thing which may have influenced the votes of any gentle- 
man upon this queftion. There is one reafon, however, 
why I wifli miniflers to be on my fide refpefting the fub- 
jeft under difcuffion, and that is, that they on this quef- 
tion are entirely impartial and difpafTionate. The reverfe 
is, however, the faft, as to the gentlemen who oppofe us, 
and maintain on oppofitc opinion, for they have a certain 
intereft at (lake, and we mufl all know, that where pri- 
yate intereft interferes with public opinion, a certain bias 
will naturally be given to the mind, which too often con- 
trouls the judgment. 
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*' An argument upon which confiderabic ftrefs wa^ 
laid by the learned counfel at your bar, when thdiBP 
roughly inveftigated, comes to nothing. They told yoim. 
that our anceftors for centuries had countenanced duas 
trade ; that they had fanftioned it, not only with thei«r 
eyes open to the confequences, ,but after the mod maturo 
inveftigation they could beflow upon it, and is it no\ir 
faid that it is to be abandened, will you pay that difrefpefl: 
to their judgments as to give up that without confideration I 
which they promdted ? That, Sir, is tlie argument, and 
though I greatly reverence our anceftors, and their deci- 
lions, yet I fee no reafon why we fhould confider them 
more enlightened than the prefent generation. On the 
contrary, we have the advantage over them confiderably, 
for we muft recoil e6l, that experience, in a quellion of 
this nature, is a principal requifite, and we have not only 
the experience of our forefathers, but our own too. Be- 
fides this. Sir, we have lived in a period much more 
eventful than all our anceftors put together ever faw. 

** The learned counfel likewife adverted to the ft ate of 
St. Domingo, as applying to the prefent cafe, and perhaps 
I might be inclined to admit that that* ifland is not a very 
comfortable neighbour to our Colonies. In their prefent 
iituation, it muft be allowed, that it was very natural for 
* them to fend fpies to Jamaica, but whether that was done 
by the ir.ftigation of the French or of the Black govern- 
ment I do not know, but to Jamaica they went, and then 
came back again. 

** Sir, Gentlemen have made ufe of many arguments in 
oppofition to this hill, but in the contrary fcale I fliall beg 
leave to place my own perfonal knowledge, as I am confi* 
dent from experience, that the abolition will have a bene- 
£cial effeft on all parties, and I am certain that if -the 
4iieafure were carried into operation, our poiTeffions in the 
Weft Indies would be iefs likely to be clifturbed by dif- 
fcnfion or open rebellion, than they are at prefent ; and 
this opinion I have formed upon minute inveftigation^ 
jemembering too, at the fame time, that D£ssalin£s waA 
an imported African. ^ 

** Now, Sir, there is one argument very extraordinary 
in itfelf, which has been made ufe of, and infifted upon on 
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wor^ occa^ns than this ; I mean, that the condition of 

the Continent of Africa is much improved, that its fitu- 

ation is confiderably benefited by the Slave Trade. Now> 

Sir, I have always confidered it a prefumptuous thing for 

one man to judge of the happinefs of another, but if he 

attempts to do fo, he muft place himfelf in the fituation 

of the perfon upon whofe joys and forrows he is paffing 

itntence. I have feen this prefumption carried to fuch 

an extent that I have aftually witnefled a poacher at a 

tabbit warren, in the adi of fewing up the mouth of his 

ferret. I remonftrated with him, but the man replied, 

with the gravest countenance, * Sir,' faid he, * you are 

greatly miftaken, the ferret likes it of all things — don't 

^ou fee how it cocks its nofe with pleafure ? It is really 
ighly delighted.* I mention this, Sir, only to ihew the 
length to which you may go, if you attempt to force hap- 
pinefs on others. 

*' But, Sir, I am particularly glad that the honourable 
member for Liverpool happens to be in the Houfe to hear 
me, as I beg leave to obferve, that what I am about to fay 
^rms a ftrong part of my cafe. It was obferved. Sir, by the 
counfel.at the bar, and by my honourable friend (General 
Gascoigme) that Liverpool would be confiderably injured 
if the abolition were to take place. It was ftated that 
there was a number of fliips built only for the African 
trade belonging to that port, which were adapted folely 
to the purpofe for which they were built, and it was 
aMed, that there were alfo feamen, calculated folely for 
the navigation of thofe Slave fliips. We were likewife 
told that their harbours and docks could be applied to 
nothing but the reception of Slave fliips, never having^ been 
employed in any other way. Juft let me fee for a mo- 
ment to what an extent that argument would carry us. I 
will fuppofe the cafe of a highwayman who fljould have 
ftopped fome gentleman on the road, and robbed him ; and 
being afterwards taken and called on to account for his 
cionduft, he fliould have ftated, * It is true I did rob him, 
and got the man's money, but you cannot blame me, for 
I know that if I had not committed the robbery. Will 
Bagftiot, who was further on the road, would. Sir, I am 
To siccuS^med to^ the^ tvade, I underftand to nwxcVi ^i^^\^x. 
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that fort of thing, that I fliould feel myfelf very aukward 
at any thing elfe. Befides, I have gone to a great ex pence, 
I have laid out a great deal of money in it, and have 
bought foi;r or five horfes which are good for nothing but 
to ftop^^entlemen on the road. I have not only done 
this, but I have built (tables for thofe horfes, which can 
be applied to nothing but to hold highwaymen's horfes, 
and my piftols are only made to flop gentlemen on the 
highway.' Such, Sir, might be the excufe of this depre- 
dator. But, Sir, let me not be guilty of injuftice while 
pleading againft it. I have myfelf been as uncourteoufly 
treated by highwaymen as any gentleman in the houfe, yet 
I fhould be forry to degrade their profeffion, by drawing 
any comparifon between them and Slave Dealers. (A 
general laugh.) 

** This meafure, Sir, which goes to the abolition of 
the Slave Trade, is a great and meritorious undertaking, 
and let the prompters of it be calumniated ever fo much, 
I cannot help exprefling my refpeft /or thofe generous 
men who thus undertake to reftore that happinefs to the I 
black fens of mifery, of which they have been fo long 
deprived. 

** I now come, Sir, to a very ferious part of my fub- 
jeft, for though I am always delighted if any thing I can 
fay introduces good humour and merriment j I do aiTure 
the Houfe, that on th* prefent occafion, I feel as acutely 
as any man, and I am the more induced to treat the 
fubje£l gravely, when I know the foul ftain that muft 
continue to difgracc the,, pages of Britifh Hiftory, if we 
permit this abominable traffic to be longer carried on. 
Yes, Sir, the fubjeft is indeed mod feriou* and grave, 
and it needs no argument to prove it to be fo. 

** Sir, from the firft day I read of, but ft ill more fince 
I have feen the efFefts of the Slave Trade, it has not 
been a fubjcft of merriment to me, but it has made the 
deepeft impreffion on my heart; and it is only becaufe I 
have feen the efFefts of it, that I venture to trefpafs on 
the time of the Houfe. The learned Couiifel, and the 
honourable Member were extremely anxious to bring be- 
fore the Houfe, evidence from a Governor of the iiland 
of Jamaica. I am, Sir, full y acquainted with the cha- 
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taftets of the witnefles Who were to have been adduced j 
and one of them, the late Governor, is my intimate 
friend, for whom I have the ftrongeft attachment, but f 
tot illy deny that they are coippetent witnefles, on the 
prefent.occafion; on the contrary, it appears to my mind, 
that the higher you go in rank, as to the witnefles, the 
lower do you defcend with regard to the value of the 
teftimony you obtain from them; for I think that of all 
the people on the Ifland, the Governor of it is he who is 
lead likely to be able- to give you a corredt flatement of 
the condition of the Slaves. 

** What, Sir, is the reafon of tliis inability? It is, that 
he fees and converfes with Gentlemen who are -deeply 
interefl:ed in the queftion. They conftantly furround 
him, and his converfation is entirely with them. Then, 
Sir, if ever he makes a vifit to a plantation, the time at 
which he arrives is always a kind of gala da,y; and the 
faces .of both whites and blacks wear a fmile of gaiety. 
Thefe Gentlemen, the Governors, therefore, are the 
worft witnefl^es to prove the good treatment which the 
Negroes receive. 

** I was once on a plantat'on myfelf for fome days, 
and had I left it on the evening of the ninth day, I 
fhould have given the fame telhmony as that which 
would be given by the Governors ; but however, I did 
not go till the next day, and remaining there the tenth, 
decided my opinion upon the queftion. It happened; 
that on that day as I was out with a party of foldiersj . 
I was ftartled by hearing the groans of a perfon ap- 
parently in the greateft diftrefs. We came to a fmall 
olofe miferable hut, the doors and windows of which 
were faftened. The lamentations ftill continued, one 
groan was repeated after another, and to difcover the 
caufe of them, we broke open the door of the hovel, and 
there we found, to our horror, a human being, ironed 
a^i ftretched upon the ground, where for four days he 
had remained without being able to change his pofition. 
The circumftances may be better conceived than I can 
defcribe them, when T tell the Houfe, that fo miferabla 
was the condition of this uuhappy man, that the rats had 
actually eaten off the greater part of both Ui^ e^x%. S\x\- 

N ^^-^ 
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gical dffiftance was obtainedi and I tm certaitii that if 
the Negro had remained, in the fituation in which ht 
Was found, for the reft of the day, he would have been 
completely dead. Whether he recovered or no, 1 am 
not fully informed} this occurrence, however, not only 
raifed my indignation, but compelled me to make enquirv 
in many nlore particulars refpe^ing the treatment which 
the Slaves received. (Hear! hear!) 

*^ There is. Sir, another circumftancei which I wifll 
to mention, and I aiTure the Houfe, that I do not do it 
to excite its feelings, but merely to eftablifh and fupport 
my argument. Ihis cafe happened immediately afte^^- 
wards in another plantation^ the proprietors of both of 
them however were females, and if compaffion had no 
place in the heart of a woman in the Weft Indies, can 
you expeA it to be an inhabitant of the breafts of the 
coarfer fex ? 

" The cafe was this: % Negro, a young man, who had 
run away from his work, and deferted, came to the camp 
which was at a fmall diftance. The following day, the 
miftrefs of the Negro came, and addreffing henelf to the 
commanding officer, demanded her Slave. That officer 
fpoke to both of diem feparately, and found, that the 
Black was willing to return, if it were not for the fear 
of puniihment* Upon this, it was agreed to reftore the 
Slave, on condition, that his miftrefs forgave him what 
had p^iTed. The woman promifed to do fo, but in about 
three weeks afterwards, this fame Negro found his way 
back to the camp, and his appearance was really like 
nothing but a walking Ikeleton. His hands were faftened 
behind him, and he was almoft eaten through with in« 
fe£ls; for notwithftanding the promife, we found that 
this infernal woman, had caufed him to be ironed, and 
attached to a tree, where he had remained feven days 
and nights without food, until he was fuch a fpe£lacle, 
that it was impoffible to behold him without horror. 

*^ Sir, It did fo happen, that :a fliort time after- 
wards a neighbouring Planter came into the camp, and I 
never in all my life (hall forget the tone and manner in 
which he niade his complaint. He faid, how fpiteful his 
fiei|[hbours were. ^^ Only think, they have killed two of 
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my Negroes, and I (hould not have tihotight fb much 
abiout it» if they bad not been two of my very belt 
Negroes/' By the law of the ifland, a perfon whofe 
Negro had been killed) might profecute the offender, and 
recover a peoalty, but this planter told us, that he would 
not be fo uagentlemanlike as to fue for the fine, but that 
lie would take an opportunity to ilioot a Negro or two 
belonging to the peribn who had. killed his, to balance 
the account. 

" Sttc^, Sir, being the degraded ftate of the Negro 
population in our Colonies, it calls moft loudly for the 
interpofition of the Houfe, and if the meafure has but 
the effeGt of compelling the planter to regard the comforts 
of his Slave, a highly important ohjeQi will be attained^ 
by the promoters of this bill.- 

Sir Samuel Romilly. — " A queftion I tliink of more 
importance than the prefent, never came before this Houfe 
as a deUberative afiembly, or one which required more 
confideratioQ.; and I am fo anxious that the bill (hould 
not only pafe, but pafs by a great majority, that it was 
with^^treme concern 1 heard the Right Honourable Gcn- 
deman, who fpoke laft but one, make the obfervations which 
he did upon thi? queftion. To me it is quite evident, that 
the only dangers which can attend the adoption of the 
meafure are thofe ftated in the conHderations addrcfTed to 
you by that Honourable Gentleman, h is not for us on 
.$m bccafion like the prefent, to liften to the claims of the 
JLiverpool Mer<iiants and Planters, who, from motives of 
private intereft^ fhut their ears againft the cries of hu« 
manity and juftice. Our attention may moite properly be 
dire&ed, to hear' the objeftious of thofe peribns, whp 
think that the moft effe&ual way to aflift die African, is 
not by at once abplilbing the trade, which has been in- 
<nrcafing to fuch an enormous magnitude, but by poftponing 
ft to a diftant day. We may ft ill, however, according to 
their opinion, determine if the traffic fhould, or ^fliould 
not longer exift« but we fhould fix a future periodj^ beyond 
which it (hould not be carried on. 

** If, Sir, any Gentleman has duly weighed the fitu* 
mion of the Negrpes in the Weft IndieS) he muft be aware 



( lOO >) 

from experience, that to improve their condition, ^e tnuft 
ena£l this law. To do it by regulction we hs^ve found 
impoflible; for the AfTembly of Jamaica has told us 
plainly, that every thing required to accomplifli that end 
has been already efFe6led. It is my decided opinion, that 
by regulations it is quite impoflible to effect any beneficial 
end, and the only mode remaining, is by abolilhing the 
trade itfelfj by which means, we (hall effe<Slually put a 
ftop to the practice of bringing frefli flaves into the 
Iflands, to fupply the place of others whom fevere treat- 
ment has deprived of exiftence ; the hiftory of whofe live3 
would be fuch a tale of horror, that we could not liften to 
it without (huddering. 

" A Gentleman, 8ir, who has fpoken during this night's 
debate, imagines, that unlefs the abolition of this traffic 
be fixed for a diftaut period, the dreadful confequence 
will be, that numerous bands of Negroes will be brought 
from the interior of Africa to £he Coaft, and no market 
being found for them, they will be all ineviatably maila- 
cred. That honourable Member, Sir, faid much of the 
■'mjfertions of a noble Lord ; but, Sir, I fhould be glad to 
know, where is the evidence to fupport this bold pro- 
pofition ? There is not a witnefs who has been examined, 
or whofe teflimony is before the Houfe, who fpeaks of 
thefe maflacres, as they are termed, in any way which i« 
deferving of credit. Not only have we no fubftantial 
evidence of that fa6V, but we are furnifhed with teftimony 
eftablifliing the direct contrary. We have a witnefs, who 
has vifited the interior of that vafl continent, Mr. Park, 
and he has declared, not merely that thefe maflacres do not 
take place, but that the fole confequence of the ftoppage 
of the market is, that the Negroes are employed in their 
own country; certainly in a ftate of flavery, but contrafted 
with the heavy bondage they fupport in the Weft Indies, 
it is perfect freedom. . 

'* There is one fubjeft. Sir, on which there has been 
confiderable contradiction, both in the evidence, and ia 
the arguments \ I mean, refpe6ting the manner in which 
the Slaves are obtained in Africa, to be tranfported to the 
Weft Indies ; and it has been fworn, that they v. ere all of 
them either prifoners taken in war, or criminals con- 
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demned to flavcry as a puniihment for theif offences. If 
fuch were really the cafe, iingle individuals, in moft cafes, 
Tvould be the fubjedbs of this trade ; but on the contrary^ 
do we not conftantly fee, not only one or two out of a 
particular circle, but whole families, hufbands, wives, and 
children, fwept away from their native country. It is 
plain, therefore,'! think, that the allegation of their being 
captives or offenders,^ is a mere pretence, a mere contri- 
vance, under colour of vi4iich they procure the unhappy 
perfons who are the objefts of the trade. 

f' Satisfactory as this reafoning may be, it is not all. Sir 
William Young's Common Place Book, furniihes abun- 
dant evidence, that fuch is the fa£t. In the year 1797 
we find, that no lefs than 34,984. human creatures were 
coniigned to never-ceafing. bondage. When his Majefty's 
arms conquered the priviiice of Demarara, there was a de- 
inand for 23,000 additional Negroes, and they were fur- 
nilhed without hefitation or difficulty, and afterwards, 
the numbev of 57,000 was as quickly found as the 34,000 
had been before. Can it be fuppofed, can it be imagined 
for an inftant, with this evidence before us, that juft at 
the moment when thefe increafed fupplies were wanted, 
the continent of Africa became fo fuddenly depraved, that 
the crimes committed by its inhabitants became fo nume- 
rous, as to provide for thefe new demands without dif- 
ficulty ?. No, Sir, thefe fugueftions of maflacres and blood- 
shed, are fallacious, they are mere pretences, mere cover- 
ings, to conceal the deformed countenance of cruelty, and 
it muft be admitted, that they are not criminals, but inno- 
cent unoffending beings, who betome the viftims of 
Slavery, to fatisfy the unreafonable demands of Britifh 
avarice. 

•* Let it not, however, reft here. We will examine fur- 
ther, left even we fliould be yet miftaken. We are told, 
that in a fubfequent year, the demand for Negroes was 
to the number of 55,628, and that in- the following, it 
decreafed as low as to 34,00!), and yet, though the trade 
in this latter inftance was fo greatly diminiftied, did we 
hear of any maflacre of thofe fuperfluous numbers on the 
.coaft of Africa ? No fuch^ thing. Sir, an event of that na- 
ture never occurred, and therefore notwithftanding all that 
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lias been urged on this fubje£b, the Houfe mutt conclude 
that there is not the flighteft foundation for thefe fuppofec 
dangers, for we all know, tliat let the quantity neceflarj 
be what it may, there is always provided for tne marketj 
a fufficient fupply of Negroes to (atisfy every demand. 
We cannot douoti Sir, under fuch circumftances, that il 
it were required that an extraordinary number of femalei 
ihould be fupplied, that fex only would be guilty ol 
crimes; if an additional demand were made for children, 
the fame would be the cafe \ children alone would be con« 
demned to bondage, as an atonement for their ofiences. 

** But fome of my right honourable friends think, that if 
the Bill pafles into a law, there will be great danger of an 
infurre£^ion among the blacks in the Weft Indies; and 
one Gentleman thc^ght, that that danger could not in any 
other way be avoided, than by fixing a time, when the 
Slave Trade (hould ceafe, which would put an end to all 
fear of difcontent among the blacks or the whites. Has 
not this been already done ? Has not a trial been made, 
and was not the time fixed for the termination of the 
trade, die year 1796 ? Since then. Sir, changes have 
taken place, and counfel are brought to your bar, to tell 
the Houfe, that the lilands in the Weft Indies are incap« 
able of keeping up their populatibn ; and the reafon they 
aflign for it is, becaufe die dtfproportion of the fexes is 
five to one. Thus, Sir, do^ it appear, that notwithftand* 
ing all this notice, notwithftanding they have been al« 
lowed all this time to increafe the number of females, 
the difproportion is ftill to the extent they mendon ; there- 
fore it is obvious, that there is but one way of proceed* 
ing, there is only one method to make the Planters attend 
to the comforts of the Slave, and that is by abolition. 

** With regard to the laws of the ifland, we are told by 
General Prevoft In his letter, that they are merely con» 
fidered in the Weft Indies, as a political meafure, and we 
muft be aware from all the evidence we can obtain, that 
all the African can have to depend upon, is the mercy 
and fympathy of his mafter; for no regulations we can 
make will be put in force in the iflands, and we have the 
authority of the Chief Juftice of the ifland of St. Vincent's 
,to lay, ^at it would be abfolutely ipipoifible to execute 
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, any Iiaws up^n the Planters ; and his evidence is the left 
- doubtful upon this point, becaufe he was an enemy to the 
r Abolition of the Slare IVade. 

** There is a cafe, Sir, mentioned in the Report of the 

Privy Council^ farther particulars of which I have learned 

from a Gentleman who was prefent in the iiland at the 

I time, on whofe honor I can rely, from which the Houfe 

i will determine, whether any laws for the benefit of the 

^ Slaves can be put in execution againft the Planters. 

** A merchant refident at Bafieterre, in the iiland of St. 
Kitt's, of the name of Herbert was the mailer of two 
Slaves, a girl and a boy^ of feven or eight years old, whom 
he was in the conftant habit of beating with the utmofl: 
cruelty. The neighbours were difturbed by the cries of 
the children, and one day entered his dwelling, where 
they found the Slaves in a moft miferable ftate ; for their 
mafter had not only beat them witli the moft mereilefe 
feverity, but in order in fome naeafure to ftifle their 
cries, had contrived to put a gag into their mouths, fo as 
to make them fufier the moft excruciating torments ; and 
this gag was fofced into their mouths with Jo much vio- 
lence, that the cheeks of the children were aftually torn 
by it. The Slaves were carried before a magiftrate, 
who, though convinced of the cruelty of Herbert, was at 
a lofs how to puniih him, as it was not known, that a 
mafter had ever been called to an account, or could be 
called to an account, for any injury to his Slave, (hurt of 
death or mutilation. A warrant was however granted 
for the apprehenfion of Herbert, and the children were 
committed to the care of the Deputy Provoft Marflial, 
The :cafe was brought to trial before a fpecial jury, and 
the fafts as now ftated appeared clearly in evidenge. The 
jury, however, after long deliberation, brought in a ver«- 
difl. * Guilty, fubje£l: to the opinion of the Court, if 
immoderate correftionof a Slave by the Mafter is a crime 
indictable.' The judgment of the Court was in the 
affirmative, and a fine of 40s, currency was decreed 
againft the mafter ! It happened in the mean time tlut 
the cafe had excited general intereft throughout the ifland. 
The circumftance of Herbert's having his Slaves taken 
away from himi becaiue a fubje£l of general coavcrfation. 
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and his caufe was efpoufed by almoft all the lower clafs of 
whites in the iflanil, and by many perfons of confideratioa 
and opulence. He even brought an a6liort againft the 
Deputy Provoft Marfhal, to recover damages to the amount 
of ,5^*30©. for taking from him his Negroes. There is, Sir, 
a law of the ifland which declares, that no z^'ion fhall be 
brought lagainft a minifterial officer, acting under the 
direfiions of the magiflrate, unlefs they are both joined in 
the aft ion 5 and this requifitiori not having been complied 
with, the judge who tried the caufe, was of opinion, that 
the aftion could not be maintained, and therefore directed, 
that a nonfuit fhould be" entered. But the plaintiff infifted 
that he would have a v^rdift, and the judge repeated to 
the jury the law upon the fubjeft. It was, however, per*- 
fe£blyufelefs. The jury, though a fpecial one, rentained 
lock#<i up for forty-eight hours. At laft, the foreman 
reprefented that it was impoffible for them to make up 
their minds, being equally divided in opinion ; and in the 
iflue, a juror was withdrawn. Herbert brought his aftion 
again to trial before a fpecial jury, which, notwithftanding 
the exprefs words of the aft, and a clear direftion from 
the Bench to find for the defendant, brought in a verdift; 
:for the plaintifF, though with only nominal damages. 

" Now, Sir, let me afk, What would have been the 
-cfFeft of fuch barbarity as thrs man was guilty of in 
this country ? Here, Sir, the public -deteflation would 
not have waited for the tardy execution of the law ; the 
mafler would have been likely to fall a viftim to his own 
cruelty. But in that iiland, the indignation raifed was not 
againft the opprefTor, but againfl the profecutor and. the 
judge who tried the cafe. What mufl that fyflem of 
Slavery be which can thus revcrfe all the ordinary feelings 
of Englifhmen, making Herbert popular in the Weljk 
Indies, though convifted of crimes which here would 
have made it difficult to fave him from the vengeance of 
the mob ? And what hope can there be of protefting 
Slaves by law againfl ordinary afts of oppreffion, when 
fuch i^ the popular feeling even in extreme cafes i 

** A fecond indiftment had been preferred againfl 
Herbert, but that was obliged to be abandoned, fb great 
was the popular feeling in favour of this mercilcfg mafler. 

The 
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The poor children were alfo ultimately reftored to him ; 
fo that he might again exercife hit cruelty on them with 
impunity. 

** I know. Six, that the fafks which I ftate arc accu- 
rate, as I learnt them from an intimate friend, a Gentle- 
man who was counfel in the caufe. 

** I heard of a fimilar inftance from a perfon refident itx 
Barbadoes, at the time when Lord Seaforth brought iil a 
bill to make the murder of a Slave felony. Though a man 
of great humanity, he was termed a Draco, who was come 
to write the laws for the protedion of the Negroes in the 
blood 6f the whites.— Such, Sir, is the treatment of thofe 
who endeavour to benefit the unhappy fubjefts of Weft* 
Indian Slavery; and we know from experience, that the 
laws of the iflands do not even treat the Negroes as human 
beings. Thofe laws declare, that the teftimony of a 
Black man, even though he be not a Slave, or the evi- 
dence of a Mulatto, cannot be received againft an£uropean| 
and yet a Slave may be admitted as a witnefs againft a free 
Negro. Such are the cruel and unjuft diftin'£tions 
which our colonial inftitutions have created between the 
blacks and the whites. The law punilhes even the 
ftriking a white man, though he be not the mafter of the 
Slave but a menial fervant, with the greateft poflible 
feverity, and moft generally with death. And this law, 
as I laid before, applies not only to the mafters of Slaves, 
but to their white dependants. Nay, if an European at* 
tempts even to kill a Negro, and that Negr© fhould ftrike" 
the perfon attacking him in order to defend himfelf, it is 
punift)able in fome cafes with death, and in all cafes with 
at leaft the lofs of limb. 

*^ The laws of the Colonies are faid to be humane, but 
by thofe laws a child of 5 or 6 years old, may receive for 
a flight offence, or for no offence, at the caprice of the 
mafter or overfeer, no lefs than 39 laflies with what is 
termed a cart ^^hip. To this dreadful extent the law autho* 
rifes the inflidiion of punifhment by individuals. But even, 
in cafes where the law conveys no authority, where wan- 
ton cruelty is infli£led in defiance of the law, how eafy. 
muft it be to efcape deteSion, when the teftimony of a 
Negro or a thoufand Negroes would not avail agjainft % 
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white man. And with what force muft this argtiment 
ftrike when we refle£t on the proportion the white bear tcf 
the black inhabitants of the iflands, and which, at the 
lead, is about lo Negroes to ohe European. What fecurity 
could we expeSt in our paflage even through the ftreets of 
London, if 99 people out of an hundred or even 9 out of 10 
were incompetent to give evidence in a court of juftice. 

** But, Sir, an a£l was paiTed in the ifland of Dominica, 
in December, 1788, which was pretended to be made for 
the proteftion of the wives of Negro Slaves. Perhaps, 
Sir, this a^ may be brought forward as an argument 
againft what I have advanced, and as difproving the ge« 
neral dppreffion of the blacks. But if any one will take the 
trouble to inveftigate the fubje£l, he will find that this ap-> 
parently moft humane provifion is a mere mockery of legif- 
Igtion, plainly intended to delude the people in this country^ 
From the papers on the table they will learn, that there 
are no marriages among the Africans in the Weft 
Indies; that no religious ceremony of that nature is 
attended to; and that therefore the female Slaves are 
not confidered in the eye of the law as wives j fo that 
it is abfolutely impofiible that any one (hould be con^ 
vifted for an offence committed againft this aft. 
When w^ think then on the laws of the iflands, and' when 
we teflcft th^t thefe unhappy beings ate made to work 
like beafts of burthen urged on by an inhuinin driVei* 
with a ciart whip, I Would afk. Whether it can be ftated, 
that the (ituation of the Slaves in out iflands is the happieft 
in the world ? No, Sir, they are not only the moft unhappy 
of all Slaves, but they are the moft wretched of created 
beings. Far better would it be for them to be confidered 
merely as brute animals, rather than to be treated as rea- 
fonable men, only for the purpofe of attaching to them, 
fot all the aftions which they perform, a dreadful refpon- 
fibility . In one aft pafled by the government of Barbadoes, 
they are deemed and called Brutyh Slaves^ and are declared 
not worthy of the ordinary tribunals; and yet when 
found guilty of the enormous crime of deftroying any 
thing of the value of 4^. they are fubjefted to the heavi<» 
eft puniflhment. From all thefe circumftances we may 
l|plleft> that the only remedy for thofe oppreffions is the 
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total dcftruflion of the Slave Trade, which, by exciting a 
fear in the minds of the Planters left the Slaves they now 
poifefs fhould be reduced in number, will induce them to 
give to their Slaves the comforts of life, to permit them 
to marry and have families, and to ameliorate the fyftem 
under which they are placed. 

^* There is one fet of complainants, however, who think 
it neceflary to draw the particular attention of the Houfe 
to their demands of compenfation, I allude to the owners 
of land in the ifland of Trinidad j and fuch they contend 
IS the nature of their claims, that until they are fatisfied, » 
there muft be a ftop put to this great and beneficent aft 
of the Legiflature, That ifland was conquered in the 
month of February, 1797, and at that time there were 
10,009 Slaves upon it. From Sir William Young's 
Common Place Book it appears, that there have been im-^ 
ported fince that time, 4500 Negroes annually, which in 
the courfe of nine years, amounts to 40,500. This, Sir, 
was wholly from the Coaft of Africa; but there were 
importations from the other Iflands, which amounted to. 
not lefs than 1000 Slaves yearly, which would make the 
number imported in that time about 50,000, arid the 
whole number which ought to have remained in the 
Ifland, fuppoflng no decreafe to have taken place^ about 
6o,ooo« But what is the faA. The total number of 
Slaves on that Ifland, according to the fame refpe£labl^ 
authority. Sir William Young, in the laft year, was only 
19,500, leaving the enornious deficit of upwards of 40,000 
Slaves in nine years. Thefe miferable creatures, let it be 
remembered, were not ftibje£ted to any peftilential dif- 
eafe. No, they were employed in the ciiltivation of new 
lands, and it is to continue this murderous cultivation^ 
this dreadful and unparalleled wafte of human life, tha^ 
the Planters of Trinidad require you to fufpei^d your 
prefent proceedings, 

*^ We were told. Sir, that the pafiage from Africa on 
board the Slave (hips was happy, and that when the 
Negroes arrived in the Weft Indies, their fitnation was 
ftill happier. We have not. Sir, taken this wholly upon 
truft, but we have had the courage to fearch into the fa£t^ 
wid we have found, that all the crime*j, ift \!k\^ SxCva^vcv^ 
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which have been attributed to this trade, arc founded in 
truth. And after we have torn iway the fhroud which 
before concealed this dreadful monfter from our view, 
after we have gazed upon its corruption, Ihall we ftill 
cling to it, fhall we dill increafe the guilt of which we 
are now fenfible ; fhall we ftill continue tliofe pradices 
which we know to I e at war with every diftate of juftice 
and humanity ? No, Sir, let us no longer be the objefts of 
fuch a reproach. Let us refled, that at the moment this 
difcuflion is going forward, the fevereft fufferings are 
endured in Africa ; let us confider the number of fliipi 
now failing from its Coaft, and the miferies entailed upoa 
the wretches they are conveying to our Colonies. I hope 
that the time is not very diftant, when the horrors we 
now witnefs will be endured no longer, and when our 
pofterity (hall have to compare thefe traditionary crimes^ 
with the happier ftate of fociety before them ; when they 
fhall behold fciencc penetrating into the yet dark and 
uncultivated defert^ of Africa ; when commerce fhall be 
co-operating to foften the manners of its yet barbarous 
inhabitants, and when the Weft Indies fhall no more be 
cultivated, as now, by wretched flaves, but by happy and 
contented labourers ; • by perfons who are permitted t© 
enjoy the benefits of thofe laws, and that government 
under which they live. And will it not be a confolation 
to thofe whq are to follow us, to think, that their fore- 
fathers were thofe who firft put an end to this abominable 
trade.? Many honourable Members of this Houfe may 
yet live to witnefs all thefe benefits, and to them is re- 
ferved, perhaps, the greateft happinefs which, in this ftate 
of exiftence, we are permitted to enjoy. What a delight- 
ful refleftion is it to think, that generations yet unborn 
will blefs our memories as the authors of their liberty and 
happinefs. 

" But, Sir, if fuch will be the feelings of thofe- who have 
borne any part in this tranfaftion, or who have even wit- 
nefTed its completion, what then muft be the feelings of 
ipy Honourable Friend ? What is there in the wide range 
of human ambition, which could afford pleafure fo pure, 
gratification fo exalted, as he muft enjoy ? When I look 
to the man who has placed oiv i\\^ bxovi tke imperial dia- 
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dem of France, furrounded with all the pomp of power 
and ^11 the pride of viftory, dethroning and creating 
jnonarchs at his will, diftributing kingdoms to his family, 
and principalities to his favourites, feeming, when he fits 
upon his throne, with his proftrate kings and princes paying 
him their fervile homage, to have reached the fummit of 
human ambition, and the pinnacle of earthly happinefs ;— • 
and when I furvey the inmoft recefles of that man's mind; 
when I follow him into his clofet or to his bed, and con-^ 
fider the pangs with which his folitude muft be tormented 
and his repofe didurbed, as he recolle£bs the blood he has 
fhed, the devaftation and mifery he has occafioned, and the 
amount of human happinefs he has deftroyed : — and when 
turning from this difgufting fpeftacle, I compare with his 
pangs of remorfe the feeiings which muft accompany my 
Honourable Friend from this Houfe to his own, after the 
vote of this night fhall have accomplifhed the objeft of 
his humane and unceafing labours; the feelings I fay, 
which muft fwell the bofom of my honoured Friend, 
when retiring from this roof to the domeftic circle of 
his happy family, he repofes his head upon his pillow, 
and reflefts on the prayers which will be oflFered up to 
heaven for his protection; I muft regard him as an objeft 
of juft envy to thejnoft ambitious of mortals. Who will 
not be proud to concur with him in promoting the 
greateft aft of national benefit, and fecuring to the 
Africans the greateft blefEng, which God has ever put 
it in the power of man to confer on his fellow creatures ?" 

Mr. HiBBERT. — *^ I rife very reluftantly. Sir, to tref- 
pafs upon the Houfe at this late hour, and immediately 
after a fpeech as impreffively eloquent perhaps as any 
that was ever delivered within thefe walls ; but conneded 
.as I am, and have long been, with the commerce of the 
Weft Indiesj it may be expedied that I fhould not let it 
pafs with merely a filent vote. I am aware that, in de- 
claring my connexion with the Weft India Trade, J fub- 
jeSt myfdf direftly to the charge of a bias of intereft, 
which we have recently been told has clouded the under- 
ftandings and blunted the feelings of that clafs of perfons. 
Sir, there are others in this Houfe who can bcttet \Mds;»,^ 
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than I can, whether my underftanding and my feelmgs 
have, in fa6^, been fo perverted ; and yet, Sir, I mud fay, 
that after more than twenty-five years extenfive connediion 
with Jamaica, during the greater part of which period 
this queflion has agitated the public and the legiflature, I 
have given to it my utmoft attention— "-and am ftill but 
the more and more confirmed in oppofition to the objeft 
of the Bill now before us. I cannot, however, but think 
it hard. Sir, that Weft India Proprietors and Merchants, 
perfons not deftitute of talents and education, and cer-^ 
tainly having the means of being well informed on this 
iubje£V, are yet in a manner banifhed from the court, 
while their interefts and their properties are litigated: 
they are pot allowed to be either judge, jury, witnefs, or 
party ; for they are told that they quite miftake th^ir own 
interefts, and that otliers know much better than they do 
what is good for them. But furely. Sir, they ftiould either 
be liftened to as difinterefted evidence, or their partial 
intereft fliould be admitted as proof of the rifle which 
their property is incurring ; and the public ought to b» 
^ware of the extent of the facrifice which it may be called 
upon to make. 

*' Whatever concefljons may have been made by thofe 
who have preceded me in the debate, I cannot, Sir, grant 
at the outfet, that this Bill is unqueftionably grounded 
upon humanity and juftice, and then debate it as a matter 
of expediency and policy. There can be no difpute about 
the obligation of those great principles-r-it is eternal and 
immutable, as is their nature ; and if you admit that the 
prefent meafure is their neceflary didl:ate, the difpute is. 
at an end. I cannot ftand here, and in o{>pofition to 
them, calculate the advantage of an increafed produ£tion 
of fugar and coffee : but if I had been told, not of thi$ 
meafure now propofed to us, but of any meafure which 
although it was indifputably enjoined by evcsry principle 
of jullice and humanity, yet in the courfe of almoft 
tweiity years difcuflion, it had not been able to make its 
effective progrefs through the Britifh Parliament (recom- 
mended, at the fame time, by the cry of the people out of 
doors, and by an union* of the greateft talents within), 
^nti\ it received the protecting hand of his Majefty's 
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|>riticip4l minifter in either Houfei I' fliould fay^ ' it is 
impoiBble ; there muft be fome miftake in the application 
bf thefe great principles to the nieafure 5' it is one of thofcf 
meafures perhaps which, grounding itfelf upon exifting and 
acknowledged abufes, attempts to accomplifh objects be- 
yond the teadfi of legiflation, aflumes a ftandard of human 
perfe£tion which experience does not juftify, and put* 
into hazard exifting eftablifhments, which, though impcr- 
fefl:, confer much public and much private benefit, and 
merely promifes to fubftitute what exifts only in vifionary 
theory. If fo, the meafure.muft be the occafion of juit 
jealoufy to a wife legiflature, as approaching, ia feature 
and cbarader, to thofe wild proje<9:» of reform, to which 
the fpirit of modern philanthropy has given birth, and of 
which the civilized world has lately feen the terrible 
refults— projeds. Sir, that have univerfally proved fub- 
verfive of their objeft's, and have collaterally caufed an 
immenfe mafs of mifery artd deftrufiion* 

" What is it. Sir, that could have rcfifted a meafure, 
which had been unqueftionably built upon thofe great 
principles ? Is it the oppofition of the Weft India body in 
Parliament ? Alas, Sir, who ever heard of them as com- 
bined into a political pl*,alanx, difplaying regular frqnt in 
critical moments, and giving and receiving mutual aflift- 
ince and fupport ? I will not fay whether, had they done 
fo, they would have ftood here now defencelefs as they 
do. In fad, they have felt their intimate connexion with 
mil the leading interefts of the mother country ; they have 
looked upon the merchant, the banker, the manufad:urer, 
Ae land-holder, the foldier, and the feaman in this Houfe 
as their reprefentatives, and they' have experienced occa- 
fionally fupport from them all : more particularly mud I 
declare, with heart-felt gratitude, that in every rank of 
the Britifh Navy, the Colonifts have found friends. In 
this fenfe it may indeed be faid that the Weft India in- 
tcreft has influenced the qucftion; but of fuch influence 
I feel proud — it is not the influence of intrigue or of 
party. 

** Sir, I will now meet the queftion fairly, and look 
to the application of thefe great principles of juliice and 
hiunanity. Is it pretended, that the mere poileinan, or 
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tife, or transfer of a Slave in Africa, is unjuft or inhuman f 
Is it unjuft ? By all the laws and cuftoms of Africa, ex- 
ifting from the remoteft antiquity, it is authorized ; and ^ 
the abftrad rights of man cannot be profitably applied to 
focieties exifting under eftablifhed laws. IVhat is conftfi" 
ent with thofe laivs mtifi he accounted juft. Is the fame thing 
in Africa inhuman ? Surely not. VVe have abundance oi 
evidence to prove, that during famines, which are fre- 
quent in Africa, multitudes of the natives fly to Slavery 
as a refuge, and without it muft inevitably perifh : and 
fuppofe them, at fuch times, transferred from a poorer to . 
a richer mafter — is that inhuman ? I could not but (hew 
an expreilion of difTent to-night, when an honourable 
Gentleman (Mr. Fawkes) fo pofitively told us that Sla- 
very, and the falc of Slaves, were forbidden by the divine 
law. Sir, I did not look for this part of the difcuf&on; 
but as it has been brought forward, I muft fay, that in 
the facred books I can find no fuch authority. In the Old 
Teftament, the Slave Trade, or the fale of men, is fpoken 
of juft as other trades. The New Teftament inculcate! 
juftice and humanity in every ftatioH ; but it interferes 
with no political relations whatfoever. I need not tell 
honourable Gentlemen that the Greek word, which in our 
verfion is every where trandated Servant^ does really mean 
Slave : and fince the fubjeft has been ftarted, I (hall 
mention, that in the Epiftle of Paul to Philemon, Paul 
fends back Onefimus, who was Philemon's Slave, and had 
run away from his mafter, to refume his ftatioh, without 
one word difapproving of Slavery, or vindicating Onefi- 
mus, who had fled from it. The honourable Gentleman 
cited that admirable rule — ^ Do unto others as ye would 
that they (hould do unto you,' as decifive on this queftion; 
but how does the honourable Gentleman read that divine 
rule as applied to this matter ? Does be maintain, that be- 
caufe being a Britifh labourer, I fhould be glad that my mafter 
would pay me wages for doing nothing, that therefore I, 
being a mafter, ought fo to treat my labourer? As applied 
to Slave and mafter, I underftand that rule to inculcate 
no more than this — That a flave may.reafonably expeft 
from his mafter protection and kindnefs, in return for 
diligence and fidelity; and a kind and careful mafter has 
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the fame right to expeft fidelity and diligence from his 
Slave. tSir, it is not the Slave Trade, but the abufes inci- 
dent to that trade, to which the preamble of this bill can 
be properly applied. There can be no queftion concerning 
the injuftice, inhumanity, and impolicy of thefe abufes ; 
but the preamble of the bill as it ftands is, ftriftty fpeaking, 
untrue, and is liable alfo to many other objections. 

." The authorities of the many eminent men who have 
oppofed this trade in Parliament, have been brought for- 
ward ; and the noble Lord (Ho wick) has appealed with 
triumph to the united fentiments of Mr. Fox and Mr. 
Pitt, upon this fubjeft. But this was not the only fub- 
je<S upon which their opinions were in unifon. Sir, I 
rccolleft, more than twenty-five years ago, fitting in that 
gallery, when their eloquence, like the ftreams of two 
mighty rivers, united againft the ftate of reprefeiitation of 
the people in this Houfe; and what followed.^ The 
Houfe was delighted, but not convinced. And yet was 
there 'any doubt that the ftate of the reprefentation of the 
people was unequal, nay defective and faulty ? "Was there 
not, as upon this queftion, a moft prevalent and clamorous 
opinion out of doors ? The machine too was in our hands; 
no co-operation was needed; we could trace effeft di- 
rc£Hy to its caufe ; we could fubftitute inftantly the new 
fabric for the old one; what was it then that ftopped 
our hands ? Sir, the Houfe acknowledged the evil, but 
dreaded the remedy. It was the fentiment of the majo- 
rity in that day 

* Rather to bear the ills they had, 
. ' Than fly to others which they know not of;' 
and the legiflature felt itfelf bound to delay the remedy of 
an acknowledged evil, contrary to the fentiments of the 
people out of doors, and of the greateft orators .within. 

** It itf unfair then to call thofe who oppofe the prefent 
biH the abettors of Slavery and of the Slave Trade. If a 
bill were brought into this Houfe with a view to abolifh 
.forgery, it might take for for its preamble properly 
enough — * Whereas forgery is contrary to juftice ;' but if 
it were to go on to prohibit the ufe of paper as a medium 
of exchange, although fuch a provifion might render for- 
geries Icfs freqxienty yet thofe who Ihould ipexcevNe ^Xx^ 
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Inexpediency of fuch a meafure, and fliould therefore 
oppofe the bill, ought they to be denominated the abettors of 
forgery ? I find myfelf, Sir, exa&Iy thus placed, in refpefl: 
to the bill now under confideration. No one values more 
the blefling of liberty, or regrets more the exiftence and 
. baneful effefts of Slavery — ^no one is more ready to pro- 
mote whatever may remedy the abufes of the Slave Trade, 
or mitigate the miferies of a ftate of Slavery — but this 
bill, Sir, is not, in my opinion, .calculated to accomplifli 
thofe objefts. 

*^ The noble Lord (Howick) might have fpared him- 
felf the proof of the (mall value of the African part of 
the trade ; it has been reduced by fucceflive Afts of Par- 
liament into the mere means of neceflary fupply to the 
population of our old colonies ; and, had not thofe colo- , 
nies feen abolition fufpended over their heads, their fup- 
ply would have been ftill fmaller. There is, in fad. Sir, 
no encouragement to the extenfion of cultivation in the 
colonies, under the expehce of purchafing Negroes for that 
purpofe. I do not believe, that were you to remove the 
dread of abolition, our old colonies would require annually I 
more than feven thoufand imported Slaves: and looking 
to this limited trade as neceiTary for the welfare of the 
colonies, and as fubjed to wife and humane regulations, 
looking alfo to what is and has been the ftate of fociety in 
Africa, I cannot think that this remnant of the trade calls 
upon us for its abolition. 

" Sir, there has been a very prevalent mifreprefentatJpn 
of what was the ftate of Africa previous to the colonial 
demand for Slaves. I have feen publications extenC/ely 
circulated, which aflert, that its wars and its miferies arc 
all imputable to the European Slave Trade. There is i 
pamphlet which has the refpeftable name of a noble 
Lord, a member of this Houfe affixed to it, whick advert- 
ing to the account given by Leo Africanus (who wrote 
about the middle of the 15 th century) of the negro nations, 
ftates, upon his authority, that the Africans nev^ made 
nvar ; and that the whole of the Slave Trade now carried 
on by the Europeans has been entirely broujght about by 
the nations of Europe. Now^ Sir, it may feem extraor- 
diasiry, but it is neveTt\vdd% xiue> ^^x ^\m<i\)i^^<^ vccolV 
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ligent. hiftomn, Leo Africanus, does indeed ftate, that, 
according to the accounts of fome preceding traveller^ the 
inhabitants of Negro Land lead a brutal life, waging no 
wars, nor feeking conquefts, yet he, who travelled through 
thefc countries himfelf, ftates of many of the fovereignt 
of thofe parts, that they were perpetually at war, and 
liable to frequent predatory incurfions from their neigh- 
bours.- At Tombuftoo, in particular, Slaves were pub- 
licly fold to the Moors and to the Egyptians, and at fo 
cheap a rate, that fifteen to twenty were paid for one 
horfe— -horfes being wanted for the purpofes of war. In 
the work of Leo Africanus, Sir, we fee Africa, at this 
early day, inviting the Slave Trade, not the Slave Trade 
feducing Africa. I might quote other paflages from this 
hiftoriaq, with fome effeft, but I will beg to refer gentle- 
men to the book itfelf, and to the voyages of Cademosta, 
who wrote about the feme time, and whofe evidence hat 
alfo been mifreprefented. Thefe accounts are not, Sir, 
aftually anterior to the commencement of the Portuguefe 
Slave Trade upon the coaft, but they have not the fmalleft 
connexion ' with that trade, which commenced, as I un- 
deriland, in another and more fouthern diftrift of the 
coaft.* I will alfo. Sir, beg leave to call the attention 
of gentlemen to the accounts of the travellers Bruce 
andFARKE, and more efpecially of the latter; and I will 
venture to fay, that the whole tenor of what he tells us of 
the Negrp. nations does not fliew that we fhall better their 
condition by abandoning this trade. What Mr. Parke 
has written of the Negro nations may be advantageoufly 
compared with the comment which Mr. Malthus has 
conne£ied with it in his book upon population. I do not. 
Sir, know the fentiments of Mr. Malthus on the Slave 
Trade, but from what I read in his book, I gather no hopes 
of accomplifhing a falutary revolution in the ftate of Africa 
by the operation of this bill. 

" Thefe are my reafons. Sir, for doulting whether 
even a concurrent abolition of the Slave Trade would be- 
nefit Africa; but an abandonment of that fmall fliare 
which we now carry on under thq ftrifteft regulations, 

* The Portuguefe Slave Trade began not on the fouthem coaft, bnt oa 
that part called th^ Yviiidivard cogll. £ditor% 
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cannot have the fmalleft efFeft towards that objeft. It 
has the difadvantage of precluding the hope of a concur- 
rent abolition, and of inviting our rivals to afTume our 
place in the trade. It opens the door to France to form 
and to extends colonics, and forbids us to recruit thofe 
we pofTefs by an imported population. Is it, Sir, a doubt 
whether France will greedily avail herfelf of this oppor- 
tunity i Is it not an acknowledged axiom of French policy, 
that her colonial and naval power muft rife and fall to- 
gether ? V/e have the recent declaration of him who is 
now at the head of her government, to this efFedl \ and 
the hiflory of the French commerce and maritime ftrength 
juflifies the policy. Is it a doubt. Sir, with any man in 
this Hpufe, whether France will, at a peace, feek to ren- 
der her Weft India colonies flourifliing, and feek to do it 
by recruiting their population from Africa? As to the 
Spanifh fhare of the trade, an Honourable Baronet, once 
a M.mber of this Houfe, and then one of the firft, if not 
the firft, merchant in Europe, was, foon after the peace 
of Amiens, at Paris, where he was applied to by one of 
the moft refpeftable mercantile houfes of that capital, in 
conjunction with another at Madrid, to undertake the 
furniftiing of fifteen thoufand African Slaves for Cuba. 
My friend replied, that his houfe had no concern in the 
African Trade : however, he undertook to furnilh them 
with the corre61:eft information from Liverpool and Lon- 
don upon the fubjedl:. He did fo; and the refult was, 
that they fiiid they could be fupplied otherwife .upon 
cheaper terms. However hum-ane our regulations might 
be, they rendered the freight of the Negro too dear, and 
that would not fuit them. This, Sir, is a fingle faft, but 
it is an authentic and recent one, and of magnitude - 
enough to lead us to refleft how far we conduce to the 
advantage of Africa, by abandoning our part of this 
Trade. ' 

*Mt cannot be doubted, Sir, that in the Weft Indies 
the treatment of Slaves has been progreflively ameiiorated. 
The accounts which have been produced and cited by the 
noble Lord * tend to prove it. It is' ftated in thoie ac- 
counts, that the increaie by births in proportion to the 

* Lord llowVtV, 
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deaths, has, as far as it can be afcertained by the accounts, 
been advancing : and what are we to gather from this. 
Sir, but that the Planters do not need the compulfion 
which you pretend to lay upon them by this bill, to treat 
their Slaves with humanity ? If this fa<3: be connefted with 
the fmall amount of that fupply which the iflands now 
need, do we not fee that all the objefts which the Aboli- 
tionifts profefs to have in view are gained or gaining— • 
that' the fupply itfelf is leflening, and the need of that 
fupply leflening too ? And this we find is progreflively 
efFe£ting without violence, without a meafure that may- 
elevate the blacks into phrenzy, and plunge' the whites 
into defpair. 

** Admit, however, that population by natural means 
is generally on the advance, or rather that, barring acci- 
dents, the decreafe is lefs rapid than it has been, this will 
not reach individual cafes, nor will it remedy thofe acci- 
dents which humanity and vigilance neither can forefee 
nor prevent, and which have fo often depopulated parti- 
cular diftrifts and whole iflands. 

** Of the inftances of cruelty which an honourable^ 
(General has detailed to the Houfe, two, I obferve, were 
perpetrated by females ; and I hope that the trite obfer- 
vatioiT— Cor r///>/w )>onarum peJfima-'-^TCiTc^ be applied to thefe 
cafes. If there exift the fmalleft doubt whether the gene- 
ral treatment of the Slaves in the Weft Indies be kind and 
humane, why not fend out a parliamentary commiflion, 
to enquire into and to report the'fafts, rather than fubjeft 
a large clafs of Britifli fubjefts to the odium of their 
countrymen, by prefenting, under aggravated colours, a 
few inftances of atrocity, committed by individuals, of 
whom good and bad are to be found in every fociety? 
I can ftate, with the utmoft truth, that I have been con- 
nected as a merchant with about fixty eftates in the ifland 
of Jamaica, and that, in the late diftrefles-of the trade, we 
have been compelled to obferve the utmoft economy in 
the amount and value of the fupplies fent^out ; and yet in 
not one inftance have we curtailed, or been defired to 
curtail, the articles fent out for the ufe and comfort of 
the Negroes, although, in almoft every inftance, we have 
done {o in refpe£t to thofe for the ufo o£ l\ie Wvl^^. 
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•^. There is not yet, Sir, any diftinfk underftanding 
whether this bill is . or is not to be accompanied with a 
provifion of compenfation for thofe whom its operation 
may injure j and, unlcfs fome pledge to that effe£t be 
given, I muft confider that the injuftice it may inflift 
upon individuals is a fair argument, againft its principle. 
The noble Lord has ftated, that it has not been ufual for 
Parliament to provide compenfation profpeftively ; and 
yet, Sir, in recent inftances, I mean in the Weft India 
and London Dock A£ts, a provifion of profpeftive com- 
penfation is made for every defcription of perfons to whofe 
injury thofe bills might operate. There are. Sir, in this 
country, many large fa<9:ories built, where three or four 
Iiundped perfons are often confined together, employed in 
the. fpinning of cotton and Clk : thofe eftablifhments, 
though advantageous in a commercial view, are fatal it 
.will be allowed both to. the health and to the morals of 
his Majefty's fubjefts : now, fuppofing that the philan- 
thropic fpirit were to extend to them, and we were to fay, 
• We pretend not to interfere with what exifts already ; 
keep the labourers you have got, we wont emancipate 
them, they are not fit for emancipation ; but not one 
more ruddy-cheeked boy or blooming girl fhall you feduc^ 
from .their ignorant and deluded parents, and immure in 
.your putrici haunts of vice and difeafe. Tell us not of 
your ventilators and your artificial gafles j the thing is 
contrary to firft principles, and it muft be difcontinued.* 
Now, can we believe that he who has juft built, at con-* 
fiderable expence, one of thofe faftories, and had partially, 
or not at all, fupplied it with labourers, would not in 
this cafe call aloud for compenfation ? and could that 
compenfation be juftly denied to him? And yet. Sir, 
the filk and cotton fa<Sor has no greater legiflative author 
lity to pkad than has the Weft India Planter for his 
eftablifhment ; nor is the fuppofed cafe which I have put 
of the former harder than the real one of the latter, after * 
this hill paifes j and, independently of the general cafe, 
there are individual cafes of peculiar hardfhip, thofe of 
minors, of leflbrs, and of proprietors of eftates under truft, 
j^.'^hofe eftates will be either confiderably depreciated, or of 
no value at alK 
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" There are fome, Sir, who will admit the truth of 
many of the conliderations I hav^ urged — * But/ fay they, 
* there is conrie<3:ed with the Slave Trade much abiife and 
much inhumanity, and, at all events, we will wafli our 
hands of any Ihare in it.' Gentlemen (hould confider, Sir, 
how far they would follow this principle, and whither it 
would lead them ; it would certainly gd the lehgth of 
fupprefling the licencing of alehoufes, and the continuance 
of Jotterlesl ^ Can the mifchiefs with which thefe are 
connefted in fociety be doubted ? If, Sir, I were in- 
clined to attempt the feelings of Gentlemen in this Houfc 
with a pathetic ftory, I could ihew them, and at no great 
diftance from the metropolis, an induftrious mother with 
fix or eight children, their countenances pale, their limD$ 
emaciated, and their bodies fwoln with famine, picking up 
2. fcanty fubfiftence by the only labour which fuch feeble 
hands can execute, while the father of this family, he who 
ought to fupport them, is taking what is called a plunge 
at the neighbouring alehoufe, fpending the fruits of one 
week's labour, and mortgaging that of another ; and this 
after having carried away the leathern bag from the cot- 
tage roof, which <:ontained the penc^ and fixpences, the 
hard favings of the year (faved to pay the rent at Lady-, r 
day), and having funk the whole of it with one of thofe 
itinerant propagators of ruin who now invade the privacy 
of your remoteft villages with a cart ftuck over with lottery 
bills. This, Sir, is not a fiftitibus nor an uncommon cafe, 
and yet our philanthropifts do not make it the theme of 
declamation, or the objeft of reform. This is too neat 
and too pbvious for them — their aim is more diftant, their 
fcope is larger. The fpirit of modern reform does not aft. 
Sir, like the rational principle of felf-love (o beautifully 
defcribed by the poet, which firft puts the centre in mo- 
tion, and then extends itfelf in progreflive circles of bene- 
ficence to the extremities. The fpirit of modern reform 
attacks at once the connefting chain of the fyftem, and, if 
the whole do not fall to pieces with its touch, it works 
inwards till it {hakes the centre. I muft, for the reafont 
I have given, vote againft the fecond reading of the bill-** 
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• MnWiLBERFORCE.^" Sir, it is far -from my intention 
to detain the Houfe for many minutes at this late hour, 
when I feel .myfelf incapable of adding weight to the 
arguments which have been adduced, or force to the 
eloquence which has been difplayed. But the Honourable 
Gentleman who fpoke lad made to the Houfe fome re- 
marks which renders it neceflary for me to trefpafs on 
your time for a few moments. 

" I have liftened with Angular attention to what has 
fallen from Honourable Gentlemen to-night, and particu- 
larly to the Gentleman who has juft fat down. Knowing 
his habits of life, and his refpeftability of chara£ber, 1 
was curious to fee, in what new form this fubjedi had 
prefented itfcif to him. I muft confefs, that I was a little 
difappointed j becaufe his view of it was narrow and con- 
trafted, in a degree which I could not have previoufly 
conceived. 

** It has been faid. Sir, that it was wholly unneceffary 
to aboliih the Slave Trade, becaufe, in time, the Planters 
of the iflands would abv*li{h it themfelves. How much. 
Sir, and how fully is this contradifted, when we fee them 
importing negroes every day in vaft quantities, not to 
fupply the wafted population merely, but to increafe their 
wealth by the cultivation of new lands at an enormous 
expenceof African life. It furprized me, Sir, not a little, 
to obferve, how little aware that Honourable Gentleman 
feemed to be of this fa£t. Is he then fo little converfant 
with the documents which have been laid upon your 
table ? Does he not know that the affembly of Jamaica, 
and that of the other iflands, were applied to by letter 
from his Majefty's Secretary of State, to take fuch fteps 
for improving the population in the' iflands as might render 
the continuance of the Slave Trade at length unncceflary ? 
And does he not know that the aflembly of Jamaica, inftead' 
of accedirg to his Majefty's wifti, replied by an addrefs, 
in which they exprefled themfelves decidedly hoftile to any 
plans which (hould have in view the abolition of the Slave 
Trade, at any time however diftantj a fentinient in which 
the legiflatures- of the other iflands concurred ? Does he 
, not alfo know, that in a report of the fame aflembly of 
Jamaica, which wai aftevwviTds ^i^feut^d t:o tUU Houfe, 



diftinftly ftate, that though they might endeavour to 
'ove the condition of their Slaves in any other way, 
hey could not concur in doing it with any view to tlid 
ition of the Slave Trade. That trade they afferteJ 
2 their juft and inalienable birth-right. They at the 
) time reminded the Houfe, of what perhaps it was 
re aware, that more than two-thirds of the ifland of 
iica was ftill uncultivated, and that the Slave Trade 
neceflary, in order to bring the waftc lands into cul- 
ion. And this rcafoning the Honourable Gentleman 
: know will apply in great meafure to all the other 
ds in the Weft Indies ; that it applies particularly to 
idad, in which, perhaps, there is a ftill greater quan- 
of uncultivated land than even in Jamaica itfelf. If 
*fore the importation of flaves were to be permitted 
I the whole were cultivated, it would be impoffible 
is to define any limits to which it might not extend. 
. indeed in reading all the addrefles from the Weft 
e€, and particularly from Jamaica, it is impofBblc 
ut any other conftnwSiion on their language than this, 
they muft go on cultivating the iflands until the 
le is brought into a ftate of tillage, which can not 
bly be done in a fliorter period than 240 y^ars, and 
:h would occafion the importation of 1,240,000 
roes, before it could be completed. 
So far from contradifting the fadis which have been 
ighj: forward by my noble Friend, the honourable 
nber has admitted the ftate of population to be as has 
I aflerted, and it muft be obvious that he cannot fairly 
the argument arifing from the circumftance both 
B. Havif g adopted however the calculations of my 
e friend refpeSing the Weft Indies, we are now fully 
led to reafon upon them. Thofe calculations were 
7n up by that great mafter of policy fo often referred 
I the courfe of this night. (Mr. Pitt.) They have 
I canvafied with a II. the care which could be beftowed 
1 the fubjeft ; they have ftood the teft of the moft 
I fcrutiny and examination, and they remain to this 
unanswered. Nay, the fubfequent information which 
lave received, has convinced us of the general cor- 
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xe8tn%{% both of the calculationSji and of the reafbningi 
which have been founded upon them 

*^ The honourable Member talked much, at the begin- 
tivng of his fpeech aa well as at the conclufion of it, of 
the hard ufage th& Weft India Planters had received iii 
the courfe of the difcuilions on the abolition of the Slave 
Trade ; but from the very firft day I engaged in this diff 
cuilion, I endeavoured to abftain from exprefling fenti- 
ments reflefting on the condufk of the Weft India body. 
Yet what could the honourable Member expe£l ? Does 
he ezpe£l, does he really mean that from tendemefs to 
that body we ftiould compliment away the univerfal feel* 
ings of human nature ? It has been faid, Sir, during the 
courfe of the debate, that the white men do not abufe the 
power which is placed in their hands, and that notwith* 
ftanding the difficulty of bringing them to juftice, they 
treat the Negroes with humanity and kindnefs ; and that 
he who aflerts the contrary, is guilty of the groffcft car 
lumny. But what fays the recent correfpondence of m^p 
Lord Seaforth ? Does it not fpeak a language which 
muft fill every man with horror, as he reads of the una^ 
bating feverity and mifguided prejudices of all orders of 
the whites, againft the unfortunate Slaves \ and finds that 
barbarity and cruelty, inftead of exciting their fympathy 
and compaffiqn, only gives rife to their refentment. 

But that honourable Member would not only have us 
give up our underftanding, but every, thing that experi- 
ence has taught us ^ he would have us believe, that the 
treatment of the weak by the ftrong, of the poor by the 
rich, is totally different in the Weft Indies, from what we 
have ever witnefled in any other part of the world. Sir, 
we are not to be led a\^ay by fuch futile remarks; we 
have a duty to difcharge to a multitude of hulnan beings, 
whofe happinefs depends upon our decifion. The feelingsi 
of the human heart have been invoked in favour of me 
Planters of our iflands j now let us apply thofe feelings', 
^s we have been told to-night, not to the oppreflbr, but 
to the oppreffed. Let us recolledJ, that we have a duty 
to perform to the Africans, that we have no right to trifle 
with their privileges, that we have no authority to com^* 
pJimcixt away their liberties \ and let us confider'them, as 
' ' ' ^ \i 
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if we oiirfelyeis had b^n placed undef (imilar circtim^ 
ftances. What would then have been our expectations 
from the Parliament of Great Britain ? I cannot feverelf 
cenfure the conduft of thofe honourable Gentlemen Who 
^have oppofed Us in this difcuffion ; ail I impute to theni 
is, that they have yielded to the for<ie of circumftarices. 
The habits of the mind are formed by ten thoufand cir^' 
cumftances, although for that formation we are unable to 
account. In this debate objefts are prefented to our view 
in the Oiape of human beings, whom the minds of honour* 
able Gentlemen are fo unaccuftomed to contemplate as 
fuch, that we forget they are our brethren, and confider 
them not as fellow-creatures. It is not thofe honourable 
Members that I blame, it Ts not they that arerin fault ; it 
is we that are to blame, it is we that ar<5 in fault, for. 
having fuflfered this trade to continue fo long as it has. 
But if we had before beeri aware that the cafe was fuck 
as it is now reprefented to us, I am confident that we 
fliould, as we do now, have attempted its abolition, and 
our apology that we have not done it before is, that w6 
were ignorant of the true ftate of the cafe. 

•* The honourable Member Teemed difpofed to argue» 
that the Slave Trade wa$ authorized by the facred writ-r 
ings, and to fupport this pofition, he alludes fbmewhat 
unfortunately to the cafe of Philemon's flave, Onefimus. 
But how different are all the circumftances there men« 
tioned from what we might fuppofe to exift in the Weft 
Indies. Compare but the manner in which this fervant 
is fent back to his mafter, as it is related in the fcripturcs, 
and the manner in which the runaway flave would return 
to his owner on a Weft Indian plantation, and you will 
fee the ftriking contraft. * Receive him,' fays the apoftle, 
• not now as a fervant, but above a fervant, a brother 
beloved, fpecially to m^, but much more to thee.' What 
does the honourable Gentleman fuppofe would bfe the 
feelings of a Weft India Proprietor on receiving a fimilar 
requeft in behalf of his negro ? a brother I a brother 
beloved I 

•' I cannot, however, help faying a few words, unwilling 
as I am to detain the Houfe, upon the manner in which 
this fubjeft ha^ been treated bjr^ the hotvo\w^\A^ ^i^x^'Cw^ 
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man. What is the eflfefl of the trade? It is to fnatch 
thoufands and tens of thoufands of miferable beings from 
their families, their friends, and their country, who are 
happy in the fituation in >vhich it has pleafed Providence, 
to place them, and then to convey them to a flave fliip: 
afterwards they are condu£ted to a foreign fettlement, 
where they are fubjefted to all the mifcry which a (late* 
of abjeft flavery can be fuppofed to produce. I will not 
proceed with this painful recital, I will leave the honour-. 
able Member to reflcft, if the feelings of his own heart, 
and the corre£lnefs of his underftanding do not make 
further explanation utterly unneceflary. Authorities in- 
deed have been cited : Leo Africanus, Malthus, and Park, 
have been adverted to; but this I will venture to fay, 
that none of them juftify the aflertions made by. the 
honoumble Members who have fupported the oppofite 
fide of this queftion. Certainly Leo does ftate, that the 
Africans are liable to be zGted upon by human paffions, 
and that they engage in wars : but ought we therefore to 
excite thefe paffions •, ought we to ftimulate wars ; ought 
we to encourage them to accufe each other of crimes for 
which there is no foundation, that we may drag them 
into a never ceafing flavery ? 

. " With regard to what Mr. Maltlius is fuppofed to 
have fupported, I will juft fay a few words. That author 
• happened to hear that his book had been mentioned as 
authorizing and upholding the Slave Trade; in confequence 
of which he this very day called on me, and exprefled his 
utter aftonilhment that any thing he ftated could be fo 
conftruedt for that every conclufion he had drawn, was 
direftly the reverfe of what was fuppofed : and he told 
me, that in order to prevent the efrefts of this mifcon- 
ftru£kion, he had publiihed a few pages of an appendix, 
which he left with me. 

^* The honourable Member has alfo taken an opportunity 
of painting the evils of tlie lottery; and aiked why we 
did not attempt rather to abolifh thcfe evils, which were 
witliin our view, than to wafte our benevolence on Africa 
and the Weft Indies. Ifreely confefs that the lottery is 
a mode of obtaining money which I exceedingly diflibe 
2nd reprobate, and which I ftiould be moft glad to cor- 
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reS; but let us not draw any comparifon between the 
lottery and that mod nefarious traffic — the Slave Trade^ 
Is it not moll humiliating to fee fuch men as the honour- 
able Gentleman traverfing the globe,, fcrutinizing every 
comer of the world to difcover, if they can, fome evur 
which may ferve as a foil to the Slave Trade, This, Sir,. 
IS the leffon of humanity we are taught by the honour- 
able Member, and fuch are the principles he employs* 
againft the abolition. He points out various abufes, not 
for the purpofc of putting an end to them, but in order 
to obtain a toleration for other abufes ftill greater. Ha 
would be well content, if the Houfe inftead of, for ever, 
putting an end, as I think they will now do, to this traffic j 
inftead of reftoring to the miferable Africans fpme chance 
of an immunity from the enormous evils which opprefs 
them, would permit that trade and the lottery, with all 
their abufes, to pair off together. [Loud acclamations of 
hear ! hear ! hear !] 

** There is one other topic. Sir, upon which I will 
obferve for an inftant. The ConlHtution of this country 
is fuch, as perhaps to render it the happieft which is 
vifitejd with the light of day ; and the benefits which the 
country derives from it, are innumerable. Can the honour- 
able Member fay the fame of the laws of tlie Weft Indies; ' 
can he declare that the Africans derive benefit from 
them ? No, Sir, and why ftiould they not partake of the 
comforts to be derived from our conftitution? — I may 
now look forward with expeftation to the 'time, when 
thofe comforts may be fafely extended to our fable bre- 
thren in the Weft Indies ; and when the beams of fcience 
fliall penetrate even into the interior of Africa. And in 
this view it gives mc unfjpeakablc fatlsfaftion to fee, that 
fo many of the younger Members of this Aflembly, have 
fliewn themfelves fo well acquainted with the duty they 
owe to fociety, as to come forward and in fo able a man- 
ner, and on fuch juft principles, to plead the caufe of the 
oppreffed." 

[On this point Mr. Wilberforce enlarged, paying 
many merited compliments to Lord Mahon, Lord 
Milton, and others who had preceded him. But the con- 
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clading part of his fpeech> it Is greaitly to be regtetted/ 
was not taken by the reporter.] 

' Mr. Manndig.— ^The clamour excited in the Houfe 
by the frequent repetitions of queftbn, queftion, queftioft^ 
rendered it impoffible to hear much of me addrefs of thii 
honourable Member.] 

** After having liftened with the greateft attention to th« 
arguments offered by the honourable General and otherSj 
againft the paifing of this Bill, I am, neverthelefs, con« 
vinced that the abolition of the African Slave Trade would 
not be attended with the injury fo much feared by thofe 
who reprefent the interefts of the Weft India Merchaats 
of this country, and who likewife efpoufe the caufe of the 
Weft India Planters. I, Sir, have an eftate in the Britilh 
Colonies, and I confefe that I feel no apprehenfion of the 
number of Negroes being decreafed. In the Danifh Illand 
of Santa Cruz I have likewife property, and there. His 
Majefty the King of Denmark, after great confideratioun 
by an edift paffed in the year 1783, put an end to the 
importation of flaves, after ten years fliould have ^lapfed. 
It is evidence fufficient^ to guide my opinion, that fmce 
that period, the Negro population in that Ifland has not 
decreafed in the fm^lleft degree, and has therefore re- 

S[uired no affiftance of that kind, either by importation 
rom Africa, or from the Colonies. I am forry to have 
detained the Houfe at this late hour, but I felt it my duty 
to fay a few words on perhaps the moft important quef- 
tion that was ever agitated within thefe walls." 

The queftion was now ftill more loudly called for, 
when, 

Mr. HiLEY Addington rofe to addrefs the Speaker, 
but in confequence of the difturbaiKe, it was impoffible 
to colleft more than that the honourable Member could 
only confent to give his vOte in fupport of this Bill upon 
the principle mentioned by his right honourable relation, 
(Mr. Bathurst) viz. that of putting off the Abolition of 
the African Trade to a more diftant period, that the 
Planters and Merchants of the Weft Indies might have 
«n opportunity of preparing themfelves againft the time, 
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when that compleat conclufion of the trade might take 
place. 

The queftion vas ftill chilled for, when 
. Lord Percy faid, that he fliould wifh to prefent to the 
Houfe on a future day, a claufe to be infcrtcd in the pre- 
fent Bill, which was, that every child bom within the 
limits of His Majefty's dominions fubfequent to the ift 
of January, 1810, fhould be declared free. 

The queftion was now again loudly called for, and 
ilrangers having withdrawn, the Houfe divided^ and the 
niimbers were. 

Ayes - - - 283 
Noes - - - 16 



Majority 267 

The Houfe, pro formi, refolvcd itfelf into a ComxnUteet 
and adjourned. 



HOUJSE OF COMMONS, 

Friday, Fib.. 27, 1807. 

Lord HowiCK.— " I move the order of the day, for 
ihe Houfe refolving itfelf into a committee on the bill for 
the Abolition of the Slave Trade." 

On the queftion being put for the Speaker to feave the 
chair, 

Sir -Charles Pole rofe.— *' Sir, I have heard argu- 
ments the moft powerful that the reafon of man can 
employ, in favour of this bill, yet I feel fo ftrongly its 
pernicious tendency, that I confider it my duty to oppofe 
It in all its ftages, and* I cannot avoid again forcing my- 
fclf upon your notice, to warn the Houfe of thefe injurious 
confequences. 

•* Sir, it is to the colonies, and to our commerce, that 
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this country is indebted for its fupport ; and knowing the 
neceffity ot maintaining thefe, and the importance of 
tliis trade to their fupport, I muft confider the palling of 
this bill as one of thofe events which will more effeAually 
affift Buonaparte in his proje£ts of ambition againft the 
Britifh empire, than any other which could be devifed. 
It will give to him all the advantages of a commercial 
marine, it will give to him the means of fupplying a 
powerful navy, of which he is now deprived. 

*' Sir, there is a change in the fituation of the colonies, 
to which none of the former evidence could be applicable; 
and this change, co-operating with the revolutions which 
•have taken place in Europe, has fo far altered the relative 
pofition of Great Britain with regard to other powers, as 
to make it peculiarly necefPiry that I (hould detain 
the Houfe for a fhort time, by drawing its attention to 
fome important particulars. 

** Whatever may have been tlie ability difplayed in the 
courfe of thefe difcuffions, I may venture to fay, that much 
of the reafoning adduced has been grounded on falfe pre- 
mifes, and much of the declamation employed ha« not 
been in the fmallcft degree relevant to the cafe before 
you. I did hear of cruelties and atrocities painted in the 
ilrongeft colours, yet they were as diftin£): from any 
thing connefted with the prefent queftion, as if they had 
been perpetrated in New Zealand. The flagitious con- 
duQ. referred to, was not any thing that has occurred fince 
the amelioration of the trade, under the humane regula- 
tions to which it has been fubjefted. It is not idle and 
inapplicable tales of this kind which {hould furnifh the 
defence fox the. prefent bill j for if there be a meafure con- 
tefted in this Houfe which puts to rifk your commerce, 
your colonies, and your navy, it is this queflion, and it 
ought to be coolly and deliberately confidered. I am not, 
Sir, one of thofe, who, on any occafion, would juftify 
cruelty, but there is a great improvement in the condition 
of the Negroes, and we ought to know its extent before 
we decide on a matter which expofes to hazard, more 
than one-third of the export trade of this country. I be- 
lieve the exports to the Weft Indies frequently amount 
to ^2,000,000 fterling, and the imports from thence to 
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^10,000,000 fterlmg. Thefe are not trifles, Sir, and, at 
leaft, there is no evidence to countervail fuch pernicious 
confequences. With refpeft to the marine, it puts to rifle 
looo {hips, manned with i5,o^o feamen. Thefe are not 
trifles. Sir, and, unhappily, thtfe are not the only objec- 
tions : there are others of a very ferious nature, and if I 
were not ftrongly imprefl'ed, I certainly fhould not have 
troubled the Houfe in this /lage of the bill. I will hold 
up the pernicious eflFedls of the meafure to your obfwva- 
tion, and if I cannot do all the good which ought to be 
done, I will do as much as I can. I {hall fubmit to the 
judgment of the Committee a prolongation of the time^ 
kt leaft to poftpone this projed: and its evil eflFe£t;s until it 
is better underftood. I {hall alfo endeavour to imprefs 
upon the Committee the abfurdity and mifchief with which 
k muft be attended." 



Mr. Wtnne. — " Unwilling as I am to delay this mea- 
fure in its progrefs, what has fallen from the gallant and 
honourable member, induces me to fay a few words. He 
feems to think that there is fome danger that this bill will 
be carried through by furprize, and he wifhcs that the 
Houfe may have time to recover itfelf from the impbfing 
effeSt of fpeeches addreflfed with fo much urgency the 
other night. I believe there is no man in the Houfe more 
infenfible than I {hould be to popular clamour, but, Sir^ 
there is a material diftin£lion to be attended to, I mean 
the difierence, between popular clamour, and public 
opinion. If we can, at any time, diftinguiih between the 
two, we can do fo moft eminently, and moft fatisfaflorily, 
on a fubje£t which has for twenty years been under 
difcu{&on. 

*• But, Sir, notwithftanding this protrafted enquiry, it 
is at this day faid that we have no recent evidence, as if 
the recent teftimony of Lord Seaforth were not to be 
received as evidence ; as if the teftimony of the aflemblies 
of the iflands were not to be received as evidence j as if 
the declaration of one of thofe aflTemblies were not the 
moft powerful evidence, " they knew j" " how to refent,** 
they fay, " the infult" of a propofal nom tUu co>i'cvvt>i \^ 
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puniih murder with more feverity than by a fine of eleven 
pounds four {hillings fterling. 

*' I do not wiih to delay the Committee a moment^ 
excepting for the purpofe of alluding generally to what 
has been faid ^ I am not now defirous to ftate other point! 
which affe£t both the honour of the country, aiid the 
dignity of human nature> each of which, I tnink, to be 
materially concerned in the fuccefs of the meafure." 

Mr. HuGHAN.— •* I hope this fubjeft will be difcufled 
with ail that candour and liberality that its importance 
demands. I think no Gentleman who has yet fpoken 
upon it, has pretended to explain to you the condition of 
the negroes, from his own'obfervation, during a refidence 
in the Weft Indies. Having pafled ten years of my life 
in that part of the world, I hope I (hall oe permitted to 
(late my opinion on the condition of this order of people, 
at leaft in one of the colonies ; and I ttuft I may alfo be 
allowed to deliver^ my fentiments in favour of a fyftem, 
adopted by our anceftort, under which this country has 
attained its prefent fplendour and profperity. 

*' I am aware of the difficulty to which I am expofed, 
in taking the part which I fhall do in this debate, and 
indeed I fliould have been myfelf aftonifhed if the Houfe 
had come to'^ahy other decifion than it has done,, for 
xrould I have fuppofed, that half of thofe miferies which 
have been defcrioed a£tually exifttd, I fhould have con« 
fidered myfelf moft unjuft and cruel, if I alfo had not 

i'oined in the vote which has been given. Knowing, 
lowever, that the tales, which have been related, are 
imfounded, I hope I may be permitted to queftion the 
propriety of the determination made en that occafion. 
* " I hope I fhall be allowed to ftate very fliortly, in the 
courfe of what I have to fay, fome particulars which have 
been incorrectly noticed. It is very confidently aflerted, 
that nothing new could be fuggefted in the ex ten five 
range of fa£bs connc£ied with this enquiry. I would afk. 
Sir, if nothing has tranfpired which is new in regard to 
the infurreftion iii Grenada ? Nothing new afFefting the 
caribs in St. Vincent's ? Are there no events in Jamaica 
to which the evidence on your table does not apply ? and 

• wiU 
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will not the molution in St. Domingo fumi(h materials 
fufficiently important to the decifion of this queftion ? — 
Sir, what -has happened in St. Domingo deferves the mod 
ferious attention. My principal mortification is, that the 
Houfe has not thougnt fit to be apprized of all the cir- 
^umftances in an a^ir of this magnitude. Next to this 
difappointment, I lament, that independently of the tef- 
timomr, the difcuffion itfelf has not been conduced by 
feme honourable members in that mode which is beft cal- 
culated to throw light upon the fubje£b. The noble Lord 
f Howick) in particular, when he brouglft forward thia 
Dill, addrefled the Houfe in that drain of eloquence of 
which he is fo capable, anci in confequence of this exercife 
of his extraordinary powers, he gave a tone and temper to 
the evening, ill adspted to the Dufinefs before the Houfe. 
There were no means of cool refledion ; honourable gen- 
tlemen caught the fame flame of enthufiafm, and no man 
who heard the noble Lord, full of that animation vtdth 
which he was infpired, could be aftoniflied at the decifion. 
While the elder members were reftrained within fome 
bounds, the younger ones feemed difinclined to ftop where 
the noble Lerd recommended them to paufe, and were 
difpofed to proceed at once to the complete emancipation 
of the Slaves in the Weft Indies. 

'^ At the fame time that I acknowledge that the trad» 
ought at fome period to be put an end to, I am defirout 
of faying a few words as to the real condidon of the 
negroes, knowing, as I do, thefe happy and contented 
beings I for happy and contented they are, if I may judg« 
of inen by the outward expreffion of their feelinga ; tor 
more joy and cheerfiilnefs I never faw in any other fitua* 
tion. Contraft this ftate of our refident negroes with the 
condition of the fame order of perfons in the colony of 
St. Domingo. There, Sir, they have obtained that fpecies 
of freedom to which tfa&y madly aipired, but they are npw 
{proaning under the mo,ft intolerably tyranny, and are ex* 
pofed to all that oppreiEon which has been fo pathetically 
defcribed. 

'* Sir, I was extremely forry when a learned Gentle* 
man, who took great pains to explain what the law was 
in the Weft In^es, appeared to be fo littte VD&inu^d '\tw 

R a ^Cc^ 
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that fubjed. He faid» that all the laws which had beea 
cna£led for the fafety and comfort of the negroes, were 
merely held out as delufions to impofe upon this country, 
and I am concerned, that he had not, at leaft, the can* 
dour to allow what is conceded in the publication of the 
honourable Member for the county of York, on this fub- 
je6l. I am fure, no man can more fincerely lament than^ 
I do, that the Aflembly of Barbadoes fiiould have given fo 
much caufe for animadverfion. 

" With refpe<3: to the general queftion, it is not my 
deCgn to go iiHo it at large, but there is one part whicn 
ftrikes me particularly. We have heard a great deal of 
the hardfliip and cruelty of bringing the negroes from 
their homes, from their country, and their friends, on the 
continent of Africa; but Gentlemen forget the fort of 
population which prevails there. I confider the number 
of Slaves to bear a greater proportion to the general mafs 
than Mr. Parke feems to admit. Perhaps a (ingle fa^ op 
the authority of that writer will tend more to illuftrate 
this part of the cafe than any loofe obfervations. A king 
of that country is ftated to have taken, on the occafion of 
fome military expedition, 900 prifoners, and out of this 
number there were only 70 perfons of free condition. 
This fa£l:, from Mr. Parke, I oppofe to his own conclu- 
Gons, and I believe therefore, that a greater proportion of 
the population of Africa is in a ftate of flavery than hcj 
admits. Now, I think, that the mod fanguine friends of 
this meafure will allow, that the purchafing flaves is a very 
different thing to feizing freemen, and forcing them into a 
ftate of ilavery. 

" But it is more Immediately my obje£t to bring within . 
the view of the Houfe thofe confequences which will refult 
from the fudden abolition of the Slave Trade, Firft, con- 
fidering this trade in its relation to our own iflands, I fayi 
that the Weft India colonies have long been the fupport of 
the commercial greatnefs of this country. Thefe fettle- 
metjts aftually depend, for their cultivation, on the imports 
from Africa, and the rifk that the ceflation of thefe will 
occafion, and the hazard by the difpofition this change will 
(excite, are circumftances that to me appear to deferve the 
nioft ferious confideration. 
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** I am afraid it would be thought tedious in me, if T 
wqce to attempt to explain the mode hj which the fafety 
of thefe colonies would be moft fuccefsfully promoted. 
The increafe of the white population is? one of the fubjefts 
that the noble Lord (Howick) firft touched upon ; but he 
did not feem at all to underftand how this defirable objeft 
was to be effeded by the abolition. It would be fatiguing - 
to go through the details referable to this part of the cafe, 
but perhaps there is more evil to be apprehended from the 
diminution of the whites, than even from the reduftion in 
die population of the blacks. If the whites are deprived 
of the me^ns of improving their fortunes, they muft dci 
creafe in number, becaufe the inducements hitherto held 
out will be withdrawn, and men accuftomed to the clement 
Ikies of Europe, will not venture their health and their 
lives in a- precarious climate, unlefs fome flrong motive, 
fuch as a rapid acquifition of property, fhould impel them 
to forego other advantages. Sir, tne population in the 
Weft Indies is not a natural, but it is a forced population^ 
and it is thus forced to fulfil a particular purpofe, and thafi 
18, to canpy on and improve the cultivation of the iflands. 
Every thing is not pernicious that does not tend to advance 
the population of a country. Your navy and your army 
do not advance the population here, but they are neceflary 
for the national defence; fo for another objefb, we have a 
forced population in the Weft Indies. If the cultivation 
of the iflands be material to the welfare of this nation, a 
certain wafte of life muft be fufFered, as in many of our 
sreat manuf^^ories : health and life may fometimes be 
lecondary confiderations. There is one thing which is loft 
fight of by the advocates of the abolition of this trade, and 
that is a thing of no fmall importance, I mean the end to 
be attained. If the honourable member for Yorkfliire 
could fatisfy my mind^ that the happinefs of the negroes 
would be promoted by the meafure, I fhould without he- 
fitation agree to have the trade extinguifhed ; but, Sir, 
whether we advert to the circumftance of the large pro- 
portion of flaves in Africa, or to the impoflibility of pro- 
curing the concurrence of other nations in the abolition, 
it appears to me, that the defign, however meritorious in 
itfelf, will be fruftrated. With refpefit to ttvt Uxi^x^ -j. 
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fliort review of the extent of the trade would fatisfy every 
mind, not ftrongljr^ prejudiced by the enthufiafm of the 
times, that the abolition by this country niuft be utterly 
augatory as to the ultimate eWeO: fo much defired. The 
Portuguefe are^ to my knowledge, at the prefent moment 
carrying on the trade "with the enemies of this country. 
It was perfectly clear, that neither that nation, nor tne 
French, Dutch, or Americans, would at)andon it when 
opportunities, fo much more favourable for the condu£b 
of it, were afforded them from the refignation of it by 
England ; and where then would be the advantage of this 
meafure to Africa, which the friends of humanity con- 
templated with fo much pleafure ? At one time three hun* 
dred and twenty (hips were engaged in this trade from the 
difierent ports of France, and one hundred and fifty were 
employed in it from Bourdeaux only, which .was nearly 
treble the number in the like occupation at the fame time 
from England. The colonial trade of France before the 
^evolution in that government, was in a high ftate of 
improvement, while ours was in a condition of compara- 
tive inaftivity. The French Weft India colonial trade 
employed 32,000 feamen, and ours now only engages 
22,000, and never has required more. The marine power 
of France was indebted to its colonial trade for. the degree 
of ftrength it acquired, and it was this that in the year 
1782 enabled the French navy to meet our own. What 
may be the prefent difpofition of France, may be collefted 
by her preceding condu£t. At the peace of Amiens 
France, with the greateft avidity, ruflied into the African 
trade, which, during the civil commotions under the' 
conventions had been fufpended. WiH flie not, at a 
time fo peculiarly favourable as the prefent, renew the 
trade which fhe had fo unwillingly given up ? It is idle to 
expeft then, that there will be any beneficial change ; the 
flaves will be carried to the French and Spanifh colonies 
as before, and no one will pretend to fay, that the negroes 
will be better treated by thefe needy adventurers than they * 
have been in Our own (hips. 

Sir, from all thefe views of the fubje<^, I cannot avoid 
entering my calm proteft againft the adoption pi a mea- 
fure, 
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fure^ wluch muft involve the ruin of the colonies^ and 
endanger the exiftence of this country.'' 

Mr. BROWN.-r-** As I feel the moft lively anxiety for 
the public intereft on this queftion, and as I am in the 
fituation of colonial agent of one of the oldeft of your 
Dofleffions, I hope^ Sir, I may be allowed to ftate my 
fentiments upoii it, and it feems to me to be a duty im- 
periouflv impoled upon me. 

*< It 18 not my intention, Sir, to defend the trade, or to 
interfere with thofe genersd principles of juftice and hu- 
ma^lity, which have been aflumed in the courfe of the 
debate ; nor is it my intention to juftify it under the view 
of thofe moral evils, which the circumftances of our own 
government may afford. I have always confidered the 
Slave Trade, as a great political evil, but it is an eyil fo 
interwoven with the interefts of the country, fo intimately 
blended with nuQierous private interefts, upon the prefer- 
vation of which thoufands and thoufands of our fellow- 
fubjeds depend, that I cannot look to the abolition, with- 
out the moft ferious apprehenfions. 

•• The redreft fought muft be purfued with a proper 
attention to the nature of the remedy to be applied, and 
die tffeGt of that remedy, at conne£bed with all thefe 
important objefis. Contrary to what had been fo pofitively 
ftated, I do not confider that the Slave Trade is the caufe, 
but that it is the efie£t of flavery in Africa. Slavery is 
the incurable difeafe refulting from the ingredients of her 
foil, and the circumftance of her fituation ; the barbarifm 
ojF her inhabitants, is the confequence of the infertility o^ 
her foilt and the inclemency of her feafons. While other 
countries enjoy the means of acquiring that enlightened 
knowledge which a benevolent Providence has beftowed,^ 
literature and fcience are for ever clofed upon the African,, 
and according to the beft information we can acquire, 
three-fourths o her population are in a ftate of hopelcfs 
flavery; flavery occafioned by impediments beyond the 
controul or remedy of any extraneous government. To 
this condition her petty ftates, her local inftitutions, and 
the frequent recurrence of famine, have contributed ; and 
the preflure of want has been fo fevere, fometimes, as to , 
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cavfe one out of three to be fubjed to flavery^ in prder to 
repel it. According even to the account of Mr. Parket 
the proportion I have named of three-fourths of the po- 
pulation are in hopelefs flavery, and without the meanf 
of fubfiftence for their augmenting numbers: the unavoid- 
mble effect has been, the famine and defolation to which t 
have adverted, and a redu&ion of a large poidon of dit 
inhabitants to flavery. 

" I beg leave to repeat, that I do not attempt to juftify 
the trade which by this bill is propofed to be aboliihedi I 
yet I may afTert, that it has been fan&ioned by the moft J 
enlightened nations, that it has been confidered by Britain 
as neceflary to her fubftantial intereft, and that it has been 
deemed, by many men who ftand high in reputation for 
fcience and virtue, not to deferve the infamy to which in 
our time it has been configned. 

** With thefe preliminary obfervations, I may be per- 
mitted to come to the praSical effeft of this bill, which 
has in view the advantage that may arife to Africa from 
the abandonment of the trade, which, however abhorrent 
to our feelings in this country, is fubmitted to by free 
perfons, born in Africa, to refcue themfelves from the 
miferies of famine, and from the terrors of a fan^inary 
death. I am of opinion, however, that the bill is in- 
complete to its end ; I confider that Great Britain cannot 
abolilh the African trade. Great Britain has only about 
one-fifth of the trade, and (he can do no more than refien 
the part of it fhe hcrfelf poBTefres. She cannot force the 
general and complete abolition, by which, alone, the hu- 
manity you have in view can be carried into eSeSt. 

•* How then, it may be enquired, is the projefk of this 
bill to be fuccefsfully executed? Sir, the only way in 
which that great plan can be attended with the advantages 
propofed, is, by giving to Africa the happy efkSt of 
civiiivation ; by impremng upon the other nations of 
Europe the conviftion of the injuftice of the trade which 
you yourfelves entertain ; by extending the influence of 
your opinions to introduce a fimilarity of feefing into their 
minds ; leading by one common voice and determination 
to that, complete, entire, and general abolition, from which 
only the end can be attained. 
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** Thl3, Sirj was the view of that great ftatefmam 
wholie Qiemory i$ fo highly refpe£led| not only in this 
Houfe, not only in this country, but throughout £urope^ 
jmd whole death mankind at large have fo much reafon tp 
deplore. This governed the Parliament when it paffed aa 
#^ for the regulation of the trade, laying thereby th^ 
foundation, for its abolition, and affording to £urope the 
difcovery.crf our real intentions, and carrying it into effed, ' 
by the only means we had remaining, the concurrent opi- 
jdion of other nations. 

** Thefe, Sir, are the chief grounds which influence my 
mind to decide upon the policy of reje£ting this bill. But 
there are other views of it, immediately cpnnefted. with 
,the fubje£t, which are extremely important to be detailed, 
yet I feel unwilling to enter upop them, (ince the opinion 
of this Houfe has been fo diftin£lly declared. I cannot, 
however, avoid noticing ^e eSeSt of this meafure, both 
as it operates with regard to the property, and even to the 
lives cJ a large portion of our fellbw-fubje£ts. Obvious 
it is, that the colonies mufl fuftain a material injury from 
.the. non-introdu£i:ion of Haves; and whatever plaufible 
arguments may be drawn from the comparative population 
of other countries, it is fufficient to obferve, that the 
population in the Weft Indies cannot be maintained, or 
rather, that the cultivation cannot be fupported without a 
continual fupply. 

*' In the old iflands, there has been an ;^ttempt to give 
4sffe£t to domeftic population, and there has been an endea- 
vour to improve the minds of this order of people by 
rdigious diicourfes ; the refult of which has fiiewn, that 
regularity has been promoted, that piety has been refpe£ted, 
and yet after this mild treatment, the returns upon the table 
prove, that the cultivation of the iflands cannot be pre- 
ferved without a fucceflive fupply of frefh labourers from . 
the continent of Africa. But thefe are not the only evils , 
produced by this meafure ; there is to be taken into the 
account the effeft upon the white population, the whole 
of which muft be ultimately deftroyed, if you remove the 
motive for advancement in life, the temptations to wealth, 
rank, and authority. Yet there is a ftill more ferious 
view, than any I have yet (hewn. Can any man anticipate 
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the etkGt of diis bill in regard to Ae dumnudon in tit 
Talue of Weft India property ? I think I do not orerftate 
it, if I call the depreffion. 50 per cent, and ia it of no 
confequence to pafs an z€t which probably may diminifli 
that clafs of property to half its preient worth, and wluch 
certainly will produce a very confiderable redu&ion 7 It il 
t)f no confequence to afcertain the operation of fucfa a 
bill upon the relation of debtor and creditor ? There aie 
many perfons concerned in this trade and its dependencies 
under peculiar difficulties and embarraffinents ; and is it 
of no confequence to examine in what fituatioB they ftand, 
when an a^ is paffing to deteriorate the Talue of Weft 
India property to fuch an extent, ai to expofe it daily to 
abfolute annihilation ? 

'^ There is another view of a moft alarming kind, which 
I tremble to approach, and that is, the efk& wUch the 
meafure is likely to have upon the lives of our fellow-fub- 

i'efks. However lightly thefe appearances aiay be eftimi^ 
»y the noble Lord, (Howick) with great deference to hiai, 
I fay they are the refult of an accurate obfervation of the 
ftate of thofe colonies. The meafure is calculated to oc- 
cpifion difaffe£lion, and to involve your colonies^in infur* 
re£bions. The ftate of Euro^ (hould teach us the danger 
of innovation in fchemes of great political import, and a 
reverence for thofd anpient maxims, which have been the 
foundation of our hational happinefs. Wh^i the negroes 
in the Weft Indie^ learn that they are not to be benefited 
by theft regulations ; when they learn that their fituatiea 
is not to be ameliorated, and that on the contrary thar 
labour is likelv to be increafed, is it not probable tint 
difcontents will be excited by the fenfe of injuftice and 
oppreffion? 

<^ Is it then. Sir, confillent with any notion of found 
policy to pafs an a6l pregnant with fuch a dangerous 
offspring ? Is it prudent to give efFeSt to thofe revolu- 
tionary fyftems, to give rife to that difcontent, which has 
been the fruitful caufe of the diftreffes of Europe; to 
admit a meafure, bearing upon its forehead the look of 
realizing in your own fubjedis, thofe revolutionary fcenes 
and horrors, the very thought of which is adapted to out- 
zage the beft fympatnies of our nature ? And what. Sir, 

it 
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b all this for ? It is in itfelf a doubtful project to redrefs 
liie calamities of Africa, which in my conception, at lead, 
k not to be benefited ; as it is now, ajid has been, and 
muft be^ in a ftate of hopelefs flavery. 

•* Sir, I do not mean to dwell longer upon thefe con- 
-fiderations; the reafons I have given powerfully operate 
oh my mimly to induce me to vote againfi your leavin|; 
tiie chair/' 



Mr. BAHRAtt.-— *' I rife. Sir, notwithftanding what was 
£ud on the iaft debate, from a fenfe of the cruelty of this 
meafure upon the planters of the Weft India iflands ; and, 
I confeis, diat it requires fome courage to do fo. The 
Weft India planters have been called. Sir, hard oppreflbrg 
cf our fellow creatures, cruel taflc^mafters, and lo barba- 
fous diat we could not be prevented from importing flavery 
imd after having done fo, that we obliged.. them to work 
hf cruel compulfion. I am aware that fome exceptions 
liave been nnade in favor of particular perfons ; but for 
iHt own part, though I have received praifes upon this 
feojedi from tho£^ whom we muft all admire, and which 
leave bdiind them the moft gratifying fenfations ; I muil 
dificiaim them, when given as tney have been at the 
•xpence of thofe who deferve them in an equal degree 
witb myfelf. In my exertions, I have endeavoured to 
eondu& myfelf in the way which confcience dilates ^ 
Imt this wiQi has not been confined to me alone, it hat 
been the general defire of others, and I cannot confent to 
have my cafe feparated from theirs. If that be a criterion 
ef the good treatment of flaves, which has been laid down 
in this Houfe, viz. their increafe, I fear that I muft ftand 
Terj low, for on one of my eftates, though I have made 
po purchafes fince I have been in pofleiEon of it. the flaveH 
bave decreafed in number, and I challenge my honourable 
friend below me (Mr. Wilberforce) to ofiienr me a fug- 
geftion which can prevent the decreafe, which has not 
before occurred to my mind ; ipr it has been the main 
objed with me, fince thefe eftates came into my bands^ 
t0 obviatei by every means, this diminution. 
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■* Nothing/ Sir,* . flvill deter me frOitf ekpitefliiig mf 

feelings upon the queftion as it now ftands before the^ 
Houfe } nothing fh^ll deter me from dating in the face of 
thi& aiTemblVf that they commit in open day-light an a£k; 
of grofs injuftice, by fandiioning the bill, as it now ftands. 
Whatever may be faid of the iniquity of the planters^ 
however gentlemen may indulge themfelves in cafting the 
blame upon them, this country, and this country alonet. 
muft bear the guilt of the enormities which are faid to be 
committed in the colonies, for it (irft gave its licence for 
the traffic. This Government has pocketed, down to the 
laft (hilling, all the profits of the trade, and then they 
tuhi round on the perfons who are partners in their error; 
they turn round on them, and difmifs them to want and 
mifery, and loaded with reproach. 

** If, indeed, this country has now difcovered its error, 
is now become fenfible of the iniquity of the trade, and is 
refolved to abolifh it, then, I think, you ihoulfl have ad^ 
drefTed the Wefl India planters and merchants thus : -« 

* It is true we have inflituted the Slave Trade ; we firft 

* gave it our fandlion, and induced you to eftablifb your- 
^ felves in unhealthy climates; but now our eyes are open, 

* we are far ffAm wifhingthat you fhould be injured by 

* the meafure, or that you (hould be confidered to have 

* incurred blame for what we ourfelves have promoted^ 

* but we call upon you now to abolifh the trade. It if 
^ but jufl that you fhould pay, in part, for what is done at 
< tlie defire and for the benefit of the whole, but where 

* your claims are well founded, you ihall receive compen- 
5 fation.' 

*' If that had been done, then indeed. Sir, this might 
have been called a ground upon which the Houfe might 
fafcly proceed. But what has been the language on this 
occafion ? Compenfation, which is a matter of AiiGt 
right, ought to have been held out to us as the firft pro- 
pofition of the bill. We are now told, that no fuck 
profpedi as that of compenfation can be held out to us. 

" Then, Sir, as to what has been faid of the treatment 
of the Slaves in the Wefl Indies ; I fhould have imagined 
that having undertaken fo great a work, gentlemen would 
have made it a duty to have examined minutely what was 
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die read ftate df tlie c^fe. I will, how^evfer, give the HouTe 
diy opinion on the fubjefl:, the fruit of a^tial obfervation^ 
and it IB this, that the flaves perform lefs labour, much 
lefs labour, are as well fupplied with, the neceflaries of 
life, and are treated with as little cruelty as the lower 
dafies of fociety in this country. 

. ** Gentlemen are extremely fond of arguing, a priori^ 
fhzt when power is in the hands of an individual, it mufl: 
neceflarily be abufed ; but I would requeil the Gentle- 
men who ufe this argument, to attend to the fadis with 
which I am acquainted. The owner of negroes refides 
imong perhaps hundreds of flaves, on the confines of 
woods which furround him on every (ide, with his life 
at any hour of the day, and of the night, in their power. 
He lives there, without a bar or a bolt to his door ; and I 
declare, that I have never feen any faitening at all but in 
die towns, where the outer door of a houfe may be clofed. 
Now could he live. Sir, in this way, if the power which 
ig in his hands, were executed in a tyrannical manner? 
It is not long fince the Maroon war took place in Jamaica. 
THe negroes knew perfeftly well every circumftance di^t 
was going on, and if that had been the cafe which is 
reptefented, is it poffible that none of thefe Negroes 
ikould have joined in that infurre£lion ? In the inva(ion 
of Grenada, how contrary was the demeanor of the 
flaves to what would have been expe£led, if the fuppofed 
tyranny had been really exercifed ? There they were feen 
^hting by the fides of their mailers, and afterwards 
willingly laying down their muikets, and returning to 
their labours. How comes it, then, that men fo honour- 
able in their feelings, fo little difpofed to think ill of their 
neighbours, fo fagacious in enquiring, and fo cautious in 
judgment, fhould be on this only occafion fo rafh in their 
conclufions, fo pre-determined in their decifions? We 
have. Sir, general conclufions drawn, to decide this point 
from obfolete laws; and all the evidence which could 
really throw light upon the fubje£i, is refufed to be- 
liftened to, while the teftimony of the ignorant is received. 
Pray permit me to mention one fingle inflance. We have 
been told, that the teftimony to be given by a governor, 
is the worft that can be obtained. Lord BakiMrras was 
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fefufed to be heard, becaufe the teftimony he coidd gite 
would be matter of opinion ; but when we come to Lord 
Seaforth, the te'.imony which he gives is quoted every 
day againft us, as if that alfo were not matter of opinion* 
I mull here remark that there has appeared a peculiir 
want of information on the part of fome of his Majefty't' 
mintfters, refpeding the ftate of things in the Weft InduM* 
The noble Lord (Howick) faid, that the Planten^ might 
fuppiy any deficiency arifing in their labourers by greater 
importations of white perfons, who would be found capaUe 
of performing, not heavy labour in the fun^ but the moie 
light and eafy occupations. Every gentleman at all ac- 
quiiinted with the Weft Indies, muft be well aware, that 
labour in the fun to a white man would be death. A 
European conftitution cannot, there, bear any degree of 
heavy toil, and thofe artificers who are ient thither, are 
chiefly employed in inftructing the ne^oes. Befides the 
noble Lord feems not to be aware of the great difinclina- 
lion of people to go to fo infalubrious a country; in con- 
sequence of which, to a common carpenter who would 
Kceive in this country half a crown a day, I pay a falary^ 
in the Weft Indies, oi ^aoo a year, befides his fubfiftencej 
which may amount to as much more. 

^' But, Sir, I will pafs over many other topics, and allude 
to what the noble Lord ftated as to the objefkions which 
were made bv planters in Jamaica to the employment of 
married overfeers. I refided two years in Jamaica, and I 
never heard fuch an objection as that made ; for I never 
knew ian overfeer who was married : but I believe that if 
an overfeer were married, it would be confidered to be a 
Qiatter of the greateft advantage ; becaufe it would be 
thought to be an advantage that we fhould exhibit to the 
negroes examples <^ the happinefs of the married ftate. 

<^ I truftj that nobody will think that I am an advocate 
for flavery. No, Sir, I feel as much as any man the force 
of the ^oquent pafTage quoted by the honorable member 
on a former night. I will not put perfonal comfbrte in 
competition with that, which is our natural Ueffing ; but 
I fhould be glad to know, in what way I am to commu« 
nicate this liberty to my flaves, for in order to do that^ 
you. muft make them acquainted with tlie nature of an 
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«ath. Before you can even go fo far, they maft be of the 

fiune religion with ourfelves ; and I am forry to fay, that 

amcmg them there is very little religion at all. But how 

am I to communicate religion ? There is no man who has 

labored more or taken more pains to inftil it into them ; 

and I can afllire Gentlemen, that it is not fo eafy a thing 

89 might be fuppofed. I had great difficulty in perfuading 

pny one to go over ^ for in this part of the world, 1 have 

not found people willing to to over to foreign countries, 

Ibr a flight confideration. I nave made every application, 

diat I might fumifh the negroes with inftru£lors, thinking 

k of very little confequence of what fe£^ they might be ; 

and I have at laft obtained men from a fociety whofe 

labors delierve the greateft praife. I allude to the Moravian 

brethren. But I know from experience, that converfion 

by no means depends upon human exertions. I can tell 

•Gentlemen that, to change the religion and manners of 

men, is often an impradticable, always a difficult talk* 

By experience, we are taught how arduous an undertaking 

it is, to eSkSt a change in the manners of a freeman, and 

mudi more difficult is it to alter the manners of a Slave i 

for when he is inftru£ted, he may ftill in appearance 

acquiefce, to avoid punifliment, while the fame opinions 

which he originally poflefled remain fixed on his mind* 

To -alter their habits and their religion, therefore, it is 

neceflary.to give them more liberty, and by doing fo, 

you may, on the odier hand, perhaps, counteract that 

objed which you intend to promote. 

^ I am forry to detain the Houfe fo Ion?, but I felt it 
to be my duty, though I am a fincere friend to the 
Bill, to ftate what I have dated; and I will occupy no 
more of your time than to fay, that I have always been 
a promoter of the object which the Bill has in view,, and 
that I will Qill perfevere to be its friend. There was a 
time. Sir, when this meafure would have failed of its 
purpofe, but we all muft allow, that the cafe is now 
changed, and that that which, if before ena£^ed, would 
have1>een a dead letter, or rather worfe, a law producing 
greater evils than thofe it was meant to remedy, will now 

?erform its operations, and will put an end to the Slave 
Vade. At the rime of which I am fpeakino^ every man^ 
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all the planters of our iflands, were defirous of ei^tending 
their cultivation, and the merchants had undertaken to 
advance large fumi upon fpeculation. In fa&, manjr 
were about to transfer themfelves to other colonies, and 
I do not think it would have been pof&ble to have 
abolifhed it then, fuch was the general contention for 
lands to cultivate. But, Sir, how is the cafe now changed? 
At this time, the colonies, inftead of being in a profpe- 
rous and flourifhing (late, are involved in ruin, and the 
whole income, whatever that may be, centers in your 
exchequer. As for the merchants, fo far from bieing 
induced to advance capital, they will prefs hard for the 
money that has been already borrowed of them, and if 
you aboliih the trade, that which might have been re- 
covered will now be completely annihilated. But if you 
are determined to abolifh it, it only remains that you 
(hould do it in as fair a way as pofTible; and I cannot 
help concurring with the Counfel who appeared on behalf 
> of the Weft Indies in hoping, that compenfation will be 
made, for the credit of the country, and that it will he 
done in a fair and honourable way. 

** There is however one other point to which I will beg 
leave to advert. It behoves us in a meafure of fo great 
importance as the prefent, and which will be regarded in 
the event of the pafling of the Bill as the deed of thb 
great body, to do it, if I may ufe the exprefhon, SuaviUr 
in modo. There are confequences which might enfue 
to the iilands, which would be extremely ernbarraifing 
to this country, if, by this meafure, you detach thejr 
affe£tions from the mother kingdom.** 

Mr. Courtney declared himfelf a cordial friend to the 
meafure now under difcufTion. 

Sir Ralph Milbank. — " Sir, there has been a cir- 
cumftance alluded to during the debates upon this quef- 
tion, as a motive for poftponing tlie abolition, which is, 
that the Planters have not had warning of the intention 
of this Houfe to adopt the Bill. To me, however, it is 
qiute clear, that fufficient notice has been given :to the 
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IQahds, of the final conclufion of the Slave Trade, when 
this matter has been in contemplation for about twenty 
years. The fentiments expreifed by a noble Lord on a 
former night, fo fully coincide with the fentiments which 
I (hould exprefs, that it would be prefumption in me to 
reftate his arguments. 

** But. I will juft take the liberty of adverting to fome- 
thing which fell from a learned Gentleman oppoiite to 
me (Mr, Brown.) He faid, that the natives of Afriqa, 
who were brought to the Weft Indies, were all flaves in 
tfaeir own country and in a miferable condition. But 
what does that honourable Gentleman do ? He brings them 
from Africa, their own country, to make them Haves in 
the Weft India Iflands, in order to ameliorate their con- 
dition ; for there it is affirmed they are as well treated, 
clothed and. fed, in every refped, as the labourers in this 
country. But can any ftatement be more unfounded ? 
Take an example. If a fervant here be aflaulted or in- 
jurediby his employer, by means cither of whip or fcourge, 
he has it in his power to go before a magiftrate, to bring 
his zGtion againft his mafter, and to recover damages for 
the cruelty inflided upon him. But how different is the 
fituation of the unhappy negro : his mafter may ill treat 
him. with impunity, for he can receive no juftice upon 
die evidence of a black man, and therefore what can you 
term his ftate, but miferable and opprefied ? 
. " I will not detain the Houfe by further remarks, for 
this has been a fubje<^ which has been fo ably difcufled,- 
that little can be added ; I will therefore only ftate, that 
in compliance with the wilh of a great number of my 
conftituents, in perfed coincidence with my own feelings, 
I hold up my voice in fupport of the Bill. I do flatter 
myfelf that the period is now come, when a trade fo 
inhuman and contrary to the laws of juftice, fliall be 
no longer fuffered to exift a difgrace to this country.'* 

Mr. Montague. — " Sir, I believe I can venture to 
fay, that I have fpent more time in the inveftigation of 
this fubjeft than any other Member, excepting the 
honourable Member for the County of York. It will 
Kadily be fuppofed, that after this applicayon, I poflefs 
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as much ze&l as others in the attainDfietit of the objeft 

propofed, yet I will not enter at any length into general 
realoning, I will confine what I have to fay, to the argu« 
ments of thofe honourable perfbns who have fpoken on 
^the other fide of the queftion. 

" I do not wonder that Gentlemen (hould be defirouf 
to wipe away all (lain from the character of the planters, 
but to me it appears to be unnecefiary, as it has not been 
the praftice of my honourable Friend, or of thofe who 
have a£lcd with him in this great caufe^ to affix a ftigma 
to their charafters. While it is perfeftly true what an 
Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Barham) has ftated, that 
he, a£king from motives of humanity, has done all he 
could to improve the condition of his flaves, this fingle 
and refpedable example would not prove that unifbm 
attention was paid to the fame objedl. The volumes 
upon your table exhibit many inilances of individual 
cruelty, and there is abundant teftimony that the €»n* 
dition of the Slaves in the Weft Indies is much to be 
deplored. 

'* A Gentleman behind me (Mr. Brown) has faid, that 
Africa was formed for flavery ; indeed he faid, Aat it 
was almoft impolfible for Africa to be in any other ftate ; 
but does he mean to argue, that upon this account we arc 
not to improve the condition of thofe of her natives who 
are placed witliin our power, and that we are abfolved 
from all guilt in continuing to excite thofe- enormities, 
neceflary to the fupport of this trade, becaufe this is the 
natural condition of Africa ? The argument refutes itfelf* 
When we know that the whole of the civilired ftates of 
Europe, even that this free country which has rifen to 
fiich a pre-eminetice, not very long fince was in the fame 
ftate as Africa; that in Britain herfelf, the felling of flaves 
was prafticed at no very remote date ; with this faft be- 
fore us, how can we pretend to fay that Africa is in* 
capable of improvement ? 

" Some arguments of an honourable Member (Mr. 
Hibbert) require only to be ftated, in order to be con- 
futed. Sir, at a time when Slavery was univerfal through- 
out the wide range of the habitable globe, we read in the 
Scriptures lugrratives which mention this condition of 
i - man; 
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man ; and are we to be told, that on that account, we 
are to continue the export of 15,000 (laves annually from 
the Coaft of Africa ? Is this a fair concludon from fuch 

Eremifes ? I do moft fincerely exprefs my concern for thofe 
onourable Gentlemen, who, from the accident of repre* 
iSenting particular places, or of their perfonal interest in 
the trade, think it nece^ary to introduce reafoning of fo 
Httle weight. The honourable Member to whom I laft 
alluded, (aid, that he did not underftand the principle of 
Chriftianity on which the defenders of the Abolition 
proceeded, when they fpoke of the Slave Trade as incon-f 
fiftent with the golden rule, to do as we would be done - 
liy. After the explanations that have been given by the 
honourable Member for Yorkihire refpe£iing the relation 
of- the maxims of our holy religion to this important meaa* 
fare, it ftrikes me with aflor.iihment, that it ihould be 
now aflced, if, with refpefb to the Africans, this. trade U 
doing as we would be done by, and that the honourable 
Member ihould at this day enquire what is meant by it I 

*• An honourable Gentleman faid, that he doubted if 
At population of the Iflands would admit of the Abolition, 
and he queflioned the validity of the arguments of a noble 
Lord (Ho wick) as to this part of the fubjeft. In ex*- 
preffing the grounds of his uncertainty, we learn, that it 
IS not die conclufions that he reje^^s, but the fa£bs from 
which thofe conclufions are drawn. He admits the cor^ 
rednefs of the reafoning if the premifes are allowed. 
What are thofe premifes r They are fafts brought from 
the Weft Indies, founded on the authority of the Legi»> 
ilatures there. Thefe fad^s prove, that in the prefent 
ftate of the Iflands, the population of the negroes is fuch, 
as to be nearly equal to its own fupply. Will it not 
be competent to that fupply when you have removed thp 
grand obftacle which keeps it down, and when you havf^ 
introduced that good management which is calculated to 
increafe it? Even under all the difadvantages which it now 
lias to encounter, it approaches to that ftate in which wc 
all wifh to fee it. But to whom is it to be attribute^ 
that thefe efFed;s have not already taken place? 1 (xy 
plainly, to thofe who have hitherto endeavojared to pre* 
Tent tiie Abolition. 
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*' Before I fit down, I truft I (hall be permitted to join 
moft cordially in felicitating my honourable Friend on the 
profpeft of at length obtaining the reward of his labours, 
it is however yet poffible, mat from fome uuforefeen 
event, he may be difappointed. I can only fay that, in 
Aat cafe, no effort of mine, as long as I have confciouf- . 
nefs in my mind, fhall be wanting to profecute this mea- 
fure. This is a fubjeft which lies very near my heart; 
and I delight in the thought, that the projed^ will at laft ' 
fucceed ; and I am gratified at being inftrumental in 
taking away the (lain which has fo long refted upon us," 

. Mr. Bathurst. — " Sir, my objeft in rifing is, to 
juftify the confiftency of the condu£l of thofe with whom 
1 have zSted. What I afTert is this, that the population 
cannot maintain itfelf, and to prove the allegation, I have 
only to call for the evidence of an honourable Gentleman, 
who himfelf votes for the Abolition (Mr. Barham), who 
tells you, that with all the care he has taken to amelio- 
rate the condition of the flaves on his own eflates, he 
is incapable of fupporting the black population. Befides, 
even admitting the births to exceed the burials, it is 
no conclufive proof of an increafing population, and 
neither in the Weft Indies, nor in any other country what- 
ever, will the mere excefs of the births over the deaths 
furnifh any fuch conclufive proof. 

" When inconfiftency is charged upon us, it is not 
enough to fay, that thofe who are difpofed gradually to 
abolifh the trade, are enemies to the ultimate abolition . 
of it. They muft deal more in argument before they can- 
fay decifively, that the one meafure is eiFeftive, and the 
other not. The friends of the gradual Abolition are 
prepared to fhew, that the fleps you take cannot be com- 
pletely fuccefsful; that they will give a fudden fhock to 
the prejudices of thofe concerned in the trade ; that by 
allowing no time for preparation, you run the rifk of not 
fulfilling your intention, and even of being utterly difap- 
. pointed in the attempt. The trade, it is faid, with great 
plaufibility of reafoning, will devolve to other nations, 
who will proftcute it with lefs humanity. You may 
yr^fti your band^ of what you call the crime 5 but when 
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you fpeak of the benefit to the injured Africans, you 
muft take that pernicious confequence into the account, 
and fee how the balance ftands. 

** An honourable Gentleman (Mr. Barham) remarks, 
diat if other planters are in the fame (ituation in which he 
13 placed, it will be impofiible for them to keep up the 
population. What then is the reafon that you will have 
the Slave Trade fuddenly abolifhed ? The calamities of 
war, and the fubverfion of commerce is fuch, that the 
Colonies have not the means of obtaining flaves from 
other powers at prefent ; and indeed, the diftreffes of the 
Colonies are fuch, that if other powers could make the 
offer, the Colonies could not avail themfelves of it. We 
are not, however, to draw any permanent argument from 
the temporary ftate either of the one or the other. It is 
true that there is at this moment a great overflow of 
Weft India property, in the country, and the impediments 
to the demand abroad, prevent its importation ; yet trade 
in thefe commodities £rom the Iflands, as in all others, 
will find its level, the prefent difficulties will be removed, 
and all you can io will not reftrain the planters from 
getting, fiaves from other quarters." 

Mr. Jacob.—" There was, Sir, a fort of paroxifm of 
liunianity, which led the Houfe to a decifion which I 
mod heartily approve, but which rendered me doubtful 
if the policy of the meafure had not been overlooked in 
paying attention to its juftice and hunfianity. But I am 
now perfe£lly fatisfied upon all the three points. 

** It has been aflced. Why (hould the Slave Trade be 
immediately abolifhed ? To this I anfwer, that the Re-p 
port of the ftate of the Weft Indies on the table fhews, 
that there is a fuperabundance of produce ; that there is 
even an increafing fuperabundance ; and that if things 
continue in this ftate the markets will be choaked and 
overloaded, and the ruin will be much more alarming 
than it is at prefent. Another reafon for this meafure is, 
the poflibility of keeping up the population, which has 
been abundantly proved. 1 o fay nothing of the Iflands 
of Bermuda and New-Providence, it will be found that in 
Moiitferrat, Dominica, and Jamaica, there is not only no 
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decreafe, but that there is an a£^ual increafe of population* 
If, then, it be admitted that the papulation can be kept 
up, it is granting every thing neceflary for the fan£iion 
of the meafurc. 

*^ On an eftate maintaining an hundred negroes at £$0 
each^ you will find that they are now worth about '^5000. 
The value of the lands which they cultivate may perhapi 
amount to ^5000 more. But when this meafure is 
pafTed, what will be the confequcnce ? Thofe negroes 
which before were worth only ^50 each, will be ini^ 
creafed in value to double that amount. That which 
would be worth before £ 5000, may then be eftimated at 
a^io,oco, and I afk, is this no compenfation to the Weft 
India merchants and planters? Will not the value of 
the Weil India property, as far as it coniiils in negroes^ 
be greatly encreafed ? Under fuch circumftances, what 
will be the treatment of the .flav^s ? The planter will 
fee that thefe poor creatures are increafed in value, that 
he mud guard them with increafed attention, and that he 
muft feed them a little better than he has been accu£> 
tomed to do. 

*' There is another reafon for the Abolition, which | 
think is of confiderable importance, and which will have 
fome weight with the Houfe in deciding this queftion. 
}t has been always found, that the negroes, by being 
well treated, come to entertain an affection for their 
matters ; but this cannot be the cafe with newly-imported 
negroes. Confidcring, therefore, that the old negroes 
are more attached to their matters than the new, and 
that thofe which are frefh imported will be moft wiUing 
to excite and encourage infurreftion, is it not better to 
bring no more of thofe materials into the country whick 
have been hitherto found fo combuttible ? 
■ *^ One more argument refpediing the poffibility of the 
trade being carried on by our enemies to the Coaft of 
Africa. Let us fee what is the ftate of the different 
countries which we apprehend may take up the traffick. 
We find that France is precluded by the war from doing 
fo. Sweden never did carry it on, Denmark has ceafed 
to be concerned 4n k s» and America has alfo given it up \ 
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tnd then there onljr remains Portugal which can poffiblf 
co^ge in it." 

Mr. Windham.—** My fentiment, Sir, on the prefent 
queftion muft be, that flavery under every form, and in 
erery circumftance, is pernicious. Yet there are dangers 
which prefent themlelves to my mind in this meafure, 
that make me paufe, and that make it impoffible for me 
to find in myfelf that courage with which fo manjr 
honourable Members of this Houfe are provided. It 
feems to me, that this Bill may lead to the ruin of the 
country, and at no very diftant period. Thefe fears may 
be merely imaginary, yet, not thinking myfelf under the 
compulfien of a ftridi and over-ruling morality which im- 
pels me to do the thing, I dare not take this bold (lep. 
I am under the apprehenfion of the confequences which 
may refult from it, and I am conftrained to fay, that I 
(brink from them. While others are difpofed to walh 
their hands of what they are pleafed to call the iniquity 
of the trade, I am anxious to wafh my hands of thofe 
confequences which this meafnre may bring upon us, 
without, certainly, any immediate >and obvious neceffity.^ 

Mr. Whitbread. — ** Sir, in the prefent ftage of th« 
debate I (hould not have rifen to addrefs you, if it had 
not been from the circumftance of my Right Honourable 
Friend below me (Mr. Windham} thinking it neceffary 
to get up at this late period of the night, to ftate to the 
Houfe, that he was a perfon who doubted the propriety 
of abolifhing the African Slave Trade. If there can be a 
man whofe mind is enlightened, or whofe intelligence is 
acknowledged, it is he ; and yet in the early period of his 
Kfe, as I well remember, he ftated in this Houfe that he 
regarded' the abfolutc neceflity of the abolition of the 
Slave Trade, as one of thofe felf-evident propofitions 
which afforded no room for argument. So extraordinary 
a revolution having taken place in the fentiments of my 
Right Honourable Friend, I think it the more incumbent 
on me to ftate to the world, that I remain of the fame 
opinion which I originally expreffed. Not only am I 
ftrengthened by what I heard the other night, but by the 



( 152 ) 

fpeech of the Honourable Gentleman oppofitc to me, by 
the addrefs of the new Member under the gallery, and 
by the obfervatlons made by my Honourable Friend near 
me (Mr. Barham), which I will venture to fay, for th« 
purpofe of the abolition of the Slave Trade, was moft 
effe£kual ; and I was rejoiced to hear, that he had under- 
taken to bear a part of the weight of the meafure. 

*^ An Honourable Gentleman has told us, that he was 
a friend and fupporter of a gradual abolition^ but I think 
that we muft either have a total abolition or no abolition ; 
for even if they confent that this traffic fliall at fome 
period or other be abolifhed, as was done on a former 
occafion ; yet when that period fliall come ; when we tell 
them, * Carry your own principles into effe£V they will 
ftill exclaim, * Give us more time.' He fays, the Weft 
India Planters have had no warning. Have they indeed 
had no warning ? Was there not a refolution of this 
Houfe pafled for the abolition, and during the interval, 
was there the fmalleft preparation made? Sir, if you 
were to determine now, that in five years from this time 
the abolition ftiould take place, yet I afk the Houfe if 
they can believe that any preparation whatever would be 
made ? From my heart I believe none ; and the only 
confequence would be, that a greater glut of flaves would 
be imported, on pretence of keeping up the population ^ 
but the real objedi would be foon found to be, that they 
might open new grounds, that they might enter into ne^ 
fchemes of cultivation. 

" A Right Honourable Gentleman has faid, that the 
population of the Weft Indies is not now in a ftate to 
meet the abolition. I fliould like to know, if it be not 
now in that ftate, when it will be ? He tells you, at the 
fame time, that he knows of no means by which the 
population in our Colonies can be kept up. * That can 
never be done,' (fays he). * But I afk you to wait,' he 
adds, * till it is done, and then abolifti the trade if you 
pleafe.' Could any thing be faid fo little -worthy of diat 
Gentleman's acutenefs ? 

" The argument is ftated, for the purpofe of poftponing 
the operatian of the Bill, in two ways •, Firft you hear, 
that the abolition will go for nothing, and the reafon af-. 
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$gned for it is, that other countries will, when we hare 
abandoned it, carry it on. We know. Sir, that America 
has already aboiiihcd it ; France can do nothing in it at 
prefent; and though Portugal ftill continues it, yet do 
you aboJiih your part of it. You wi.l then have done 
your duty; you will have fet an example to France, and 
e cry other £uropean ftate, which they will do well to 
imitate. 

** A friend of mine it of opinion, that the Houfe was 
tun away with the other night in a whirlwind of hu- 
manity; but if I Have any thing to complain of, it is, 
that the Houfe has been too much loaded with cold 
reafoning ; that the fupporters of the Bill have been ob- 
liged to exhibit to you the meafure as a matter of profit 
and lofs, between Englifh money and African blood, (loud 
and continued exclamations of hear, hear, hear, inter- 
rupted the honourable Member), before they can fatisfy 
the planters of^the Weft Indies that they will lofe nothing 
by not committing murder on their fellow men. We 
muft prove to them, that though robbery and murder have 
been committed for a time for their benefit, yet if the 
iflands^ftill produce the fame revenue, we (hall no longer 
continue a trade which is nothing more or lefs than rob- 
bery and murder ; . and then it is ftated moft correftly by 
my friend below me, that if you do abolifh the trade, 
you do it not only upon your own judgment, on your own 
calculations, but on thofe of Mr. Pitt, which have never 
been overturned. If the ftatement which has been made 
refpefting the benefit to be derived to this country from 
the abolition of this trade, be correal, is it fuppofed, that 
France or other countries, if they attend neither to the 
calls of humanity or juftice, will not advert to their own in- 
tercfts fo far as to follow our example in abolifliin^ it alfo? 

*^ My honourable friends on the other fide have all of . 
them contended, that the fituation of the flaves in the 
Weft Indies is the moft happy that can be imagined, and 
one of them has obferved, that an Englifh labourer do6$ 
much more work than a negro in our colonies. Suppose 
that he does ; what does that prove ? It provet, that by 
terror or by torture, or by any other means that you can 
refort to, you cannot extort from a flave fo mi^ch labour 
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as you can obtain from a free man. But, fays m honour- 
able Member, the Africans arp in fuch a deplorable ftate 
at home in their own country, they endure fuch miferies,- 
and labour under fuch hardfliips there, that they are glad 
to be relieved by being carried to the Weft Indies. If 
this be the cafe, 'I fhould be glad to know if they come as 
volunteers. Volunteers ! No, Sif, they are torn from 
their families and conneftions, and what is a better 

froof than all is, you pay for them. But how docs 
amaica fpeak in the paffage alluded to by an honour- 
able friend ? She calls the Slave Trade, to be fure, a ne- 
cefiary evil ; but fhe f lys, that the regulations we have 
pafTed refpefting taking no (laves above the age of 30 is 
mod humane, becaufe it is mofl horrible to take them 
from their deareft connexions after that time. How dif- 
ferent is the (lory which Antigua relates ? She tells you, 
that they are moft glad to be brought there, becaufe there 
they are moft happy. Next, the honourable Gentleman 
quotes Mr. Parke upon this fubjeft, and what is moft , 
extraordinary, is, that that author is brought in to fup- 
port both (ides of the queftion. There is one pafTage 
only in the travels of Mr. Parke to which I -will beg 
leave to recall the attention of Gentlemen, in order to 
fhew them, what is the ufage the (laves receive in the 
caravans, and in what manner thofe miferable creatures 
are compelled to bear it. Mr. Parke himfelf relates, 
that he attended one caravan where there was an un- 
happy woman who, being unable to proceed further, was 
left behind. At lefigth thofe who had the care of the 
caravan went in queft of her, and having found her fhe 
was flogged till (he rofe from the ground upon which (he 
had funk. She ftarted forwards a little way, and again 
feJI.' She was whipped again, ftarted up, and once 
more fell upon the ground. At length, tired of proceed- 
ing in this manner, the drivers put her upon a horfe, 
tying her hands and feet upon the animal, 'till they found 
her fuch an incumbrance that they aftually cut her 
throat, and left her behind them. This fa6l we have. 
Sir, from an eye witnefs, and there can be no doubt, that 
there have been ten thoufand inftances of the fame kind, 
if noilible^ more cruel than this. 

" Does 
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" Does not, Sir, fuch a tgle as this put an end to all the 
arguments of profit and lofs, and tell us in the moil im- 
preffive msrnner, that let who will make them flaves, or 
who will buy them, we~'will never again have any thing 
to do with this deteftable trafhcr An honourable 
Gentleman, who has fpoke in the courfe of this night's 
debate^ has made fome (latements; which I think could 
hot be borne out on the philofophical hypothefis on which 
he chofe to place them. He has told us of the popu- 
lation of Africa, and of the mafTacres which will follow 
the paffing of this bill ; and to fupport this opinion he 
cited a book to which I have alluded before in this House, 
I mean that of Mr. Malthus j in which that author is 
fuppofed to have faid, that Africa muft get rid in fome 
way or other of her excellive population : but all which 
Mr. Malthus afTerts in his book is, that notwithftanding 
the conftant drain on the population of that continent, the 
fruit of that population is fo gpreat, that it is ftill kept up ; 
that the elafticity of population is fuch, that do what you 
will, drain it as much as you pleafe, it will (till maintain 
itfelf. 

** But the honourable Gentleman next tells us to come 
to the Weft India illands> and fee what the real fa6t is ; , 
and defires that a Committee of Gentlemen may go ovei 
there, and then they will fee, and be able better to judge 
of the fitaation ot the labourers. Suppofing this to be 
done, and a favourable report to be made, it would not 
authorize the Slave Trade; it would not juftify our retain- 
ing the negroes there in perpetual and hopelefs bondage. 
With refpcdl, however, to the happinefs of the flaves, I 
will relate to the Houfe one ftory, without meaning to 
inflame its paffions, told me by a humane proprietor of a 
Weft India eftate, which of itfelf would be fufiicient to 
fatisfy my mind on this fubj<?6t:. A fine flave, about 25 
or 30 years old, was placed on the eftate of a friend, 
after having been bought it the market. The man was 
very dcje6i:ed, but it was hoped that his dejedtion would 
foon pafs away. Fortunately or unfortunately, how- 
ever, for one knows not how to determine, another fet 
of flaves were brought to,theifland, and fome of them 
bein^ purchafed by tlie fame owner, were introduced into 
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the field wherfe this man was at work, and having locked 
at him, they all fell down on their knees at once, and 
paid homage to him as a fovereign prince. The cSeGt 
upon this man was fo great, that in the courfe of the next 
twelve hours he committed fuicide. 

" But whether the (laves in the Weft Indies are happy 
or unhappy, of this I am fatisfied, that if a man will be- 
have with humanity to thofe who are in that degraded 
ftate, he will receive the reward of gratitude which muft 
always be confequent upon his kind endeavours. 

" One would imagine, from the language of fome ho-* 
nourable Gentlemen, that on the African Slave Trade de- 
pends the exiftence of this kingdom : but furely (b abfurd 
a pofition cannot be ferioufly maintained ; neither can it 
be ferioufly maintained, that if you in the preamble of 
your Bill ftate that the Slave Trade is contrary to hu- 
manity, juftice, and found policy, you will excite an in- 
furreftion in the Weft Indies. Have not the refolu- 
tions pafled in the laft year, and from which the pre- 
amble is taken, been known in the Weft Indies for a 
long time ? and yet no infurre£tion has taken place in 
confequence of it. Am I then to believe becaufc you 
put that in the preamble of an adl of Parliament, which 
was before oirly a refolution of the two Houfes, it will 
mi;ke fo prodigious a difference, as to have the efFe£l: of 
creating an infurrcdtion ? Anfwer me this queftion. Is 
it true that the trade is contrary to juftice and humanity, 
or is it not ? If it be, they need not the preamble of an 
aft of Parliament to tell them fo. No Sir, they know 
it too fatally already. 

"My gallant friend has told us, that within the laft 
twenty years the fituation and treatment of the Weft 
Indian negroes have been much bettered ; that before 
indeed they vi'eve wretched, but now, they arc con)para- 
tivcly happy. If it be fo, Sir, I am heartily glad of it : 
but we have been told alfo, that laws were enaded for 
the protcct:ion of the flaves, againll the wrongs infli6J:ed 
' upon them by their owners. Do we not know, however, 
that the laws alluded to were cnadted, not by the flaves, 
but by their mafters, who not only had the formation 
of thofe laws, but alfo the oflice of carrying them into 
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•xecution : and, as has been moft truly dated, all the 
regulations thus boafted of have been pcrfeftly nugatory, 
and were neither intended or calculated to protcft the 
injured, or to redrefs their grievances 5 their only 
objedt was to miflead the ignorant, to make a fhew and 
a pretence before the face of the public, in order to 
delude them into a favourable opinion of Weft Indian 
humanity. 

** The Gentlemen on the other fide have faid, why 
will you not permit us to call evidence to prove what we 
have Hated refpecting the dangers attendant on this mea- 
fure ? But I would aflc, Sir, Has there not been an out- 
cry againft the Slave Trade ever fince and even before the 
French revolution ; fuch an outcry, that if the flavcs had 
been difpofed to rebellion, we fhould ere now have be- 
held the Weft India iflands in a ftate of conflagration ? 
And are we now to be told, that becaufe we fpeak of 
their low and degraded ftate, we fhall excite their paflions, 
arid endanger the fafety of our iflands ? . 

** Another circumftance has likewife been laid hold of, 
"which relates to a meafure of Mr, Fox's of the laft year, 
which they fay was intended as a gradual abolition of the 
trade ; and they adduce the fuppofed opinion of that 
great ftatefman, to prove that fUch a meafure would be 
the moft advantageous. That illuftrious ftatefman, I will 
venture to fay, was of no fuch opinion ; he adopted that 
meafure merely as a remedy for an evil which would 
other wife have taken place in the Weft Indies, in con- 
fequence of a profpeft of an early abolition, I mean a 
glut of negroes. 

** Sir, I can have no doubt, that an improvement of 
the condition of the negroes in the Weft Indies muft fol- 
low the abolition of this trade 5 and if you look to the 
colonies, you will fee, that at the fame time that you are 
fulfilling the diflates of humanity and juftice, you are 
guarding your own interefts, and purfuing a plan founded 
on the wifeft policy. 

** An honourable friend of mine, however, fays in 
contradiction to this reafoning, that the abolition inftead 
of being a relief, as is argued, to the oppreflTed negroes, 
will be a miferable fcourge to th«m, for they will be 
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compelled to work the harder in confequence of it. But 
I will put it to him 9 whether fuppofing he had a hundred 
negrocSj and the mortality among them was likely to pro- 
ceed (according to the ftatemcnt of Mr. Long) in a ratio 
proportioned to the number of hogfheads of fugar pro- 
duced by their labour, he would not, under exifting cir- 
cumftances, rather diminiOi the amount of his crop, than 
by enlarging it, increafe the mortality among his flaves? 
But my friend has gone further than this, and he has told 
you, that notwithftanding all the care that he could pay to 
Jiis flaves, there has ftill been a decreafe among them. 
That may be. I could bring a part of England before the 
attention of the Houfe, where there is now a decreafe in 
the population from the unhealthy (ituation of the place. 
But are there not inftances of other eftates in the Weft 
Indies, where the population has not only been kept up, 
but greatly encreafed ? And there can be no doubt, that 
if moderately worked and well fed, the fame efFe£l will, on 
the whole, and in an average of years, be produced in the 
Weft Indies as in every other country of the world. 

*Mf honourable Members will go into arguments like 
thofe to which I have now replied, it is abfolutely necef- 
fary that the falacy of them fhould be detefted. And f« 
come to another part of my friend's fpeech, I would fay, 
without hefitation, that I will allow of no claim of com- 
penfation in the firft inftance, becaufe it would , open a 
door, which wc might never again be able to clofe ; and 
the treafury of England might not be fufficient to fatisfy 
every claimant. But, fay they, where, and how, then, is 
compenfation to be made ? Firll, Sir, it is x)ur bufinefs to 
make compenfation to injured and infulted Africa, for 
the happinefs of which we have deprived her. (The ex- 
clamations of " hear, hear, hear,'* were loud and re- 
peated.) Again, this {loufc will never allow the mer- 
chants and planters to calculate on profpe£tive lofies : let 
us abolifh the trade, and then they may come to the 
Houfe in the event of injury, and make their demand. 
Let them not, however, expeft too much from our gene- 
rofity : they muft not go on working their negroes as they 
have done, to the bone, in order that they may come to us 
to afk for compenfation for the mifchicfs they themfelves 

hav^ 



( »59 ) 

liave producect. In thfc prefent ftage of the bufinefs, it 
is impoflible for me to think for one moment of com-* 
penfation. 

** That a gradual abolition would obviate the neceffity of 
compenfation, if there exift any fuch neceffity, I cannot 
believe. The planters had due notice, but they would 
not take it \ nor will they now be convinced until the zSt 
is executed, that the abolition will certainly take place* 
As to the claims of the Liverpool merchants, I cannot 
entertain a doubt refpefting them; they can never be 
granted. 

" I have, Sir, been highly delighted and gratified by 
the fpeeches of my friends, and of the younger members 
of the Houfe, upon this fubjeft ; and I have likewifft 
been much pleafed and amufed by the arguments em* 
ployed, the miferable arguments, againft the abolitioiu 
I wilh, with all my heart, that my excellent friend^ 
Mr. W. Smith, who has fo long and zealoufly laboured 
in this noble caufe, had now been a member of this 
aflembly, that he might have had the gratification of co- 
operating in this great work ; and I thank God, that I 
have lived to this day, when I can give my vote for abo- 
Hfhing this nefarious traffic, in the aflured hope that the 
period of its extindiion has at length arrived." 

Mr. Fuller. — ^^ I muft acknowledge, Sir, that the 
fpeech we heard from the noble Lord (Howick) was 
very eloquent ; there waa a vaft deal of flourifh in it ; 
and we are told, Sir, that the abolition will go to make 
the flaves in the Weft Indies labourers, fuch as we have 
in England. I doubt. Sir, if it will convert flaves inta 
labourers, but I am of opinion that the labour of the 
Haves muft be increafed by it, 

" On my own eftates, I have endeavoured to improve 
the condition of the flaves, to put them in the fituatioii 
of labourers, to give them fmall portions of land to con- 
duce to their comfort, in order, if poffible, to keep up 
the population. My eftates have been under the beft ma- 
nagement ; they have jjeen under the direftion of the 
chief juftice and his brother, and they are now looked 
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after by the ableil man in the ifiand ; but all this has been 
ineffectual to increafe the population. 

" Now, Sir, what is my (ituation ? The gangs of la- 
bourers on my edatcs will be reduced from time to time, 
until the eflate is annihilated. Annihilated it muit be, 
for is there a man who will lend me money under this 
ri(k? 

. ** The objeft has been to undermine the fecurity of 
Weft Indian property by popular clamour : the firll ftep 
is the abolition of the Slave Trade j and then will naturally 
follow the emancipation of the flaves. But will the 
flaves work if they are fet free ? No. I underftand, that' 
a negro who will be at the trouble of throwing feed out of 
his hand, will, by a day's labour, raife as much as will be 
fufficient to maintain himfelf and his children for a week. 
Does any man fuppofe, that a man will, for the reft of . 
the week work, if he can, in this way, maintain himfelf 
and his family ? Then the neceflary confequence is, that 
you are obliged to keep them under reftriftion. 

*' The caufe of the great failure in the population if 
this ; that at the time of taking off the crops, the flaves 
have fo much ardent fpirits given to them, that they are 
deftroyed; and this, Sir, is from want of the proper atten- 
tion in the overfeers. But is it not much the fame here? 
1 believe it to be the dcfeft of the male population of this 
country. With refpeft to this practice in the Weft India 
iflands, I have. Sir, the experience of five generations 
upon my own eftate, where I find the confirmation of it. 

" Then, Sir, to fay that the planters are to be taught 
humanity and all that ; fuch remarks are unfair and im- 
proper. There is ho man who reverences Parliament 
more than I do. It is the jury of this country. It is the 
fitteft inftrument which can be employed for its happi- 
nefs. But if ufcd wrong, it is the worft inftrument 
which can be employed ; the moft dreadful inftrument to 
diftrefs a people that can be conceived. 

" An honourable Gentleman (Mr. Whitbread) tells 
y©u a parcel of fine ftories, and talks of honour and juf- 
tice, and morality, and ail that ; but I do not myfelf think 
it naceflary to carry thefe refinements fo far. If we were 
to do fo on every fubjeft, there is ndthing between man 
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and man that we ibould not condemn. Hius in his 
brewery, puih it to the^ utmoft extent, ^d we fhould 
have a great deal of lamentation on the injury done by 
bad mixtures ; we (hould be told, that we are conftantly 
drinking poifon, that the population of the country was^ 
thinned fay it, that the bufinefs of a brewery was a fort of 
legalized murder, and I might forewarn my countrymen 
ot their danger, proclaim all the evils, and abolifh beer 
as an Engliih beverage. Sir, we have been entertained 
with nice feelings, with a. vaft deal of fympathy and fucb 
fort of ftufF, but before we apply them we (hould find 
proper objeAs to which they fhould be dircQtedJ* 

(Mr. FuLLBR fat down amid inceflant cries for the 
queftion.) i m i 

Mr. Herbert (of Kerry.) — •* Sir, fervent as I am in 
fupport cf this meafure, and convinced ^s I am of its 
propriety, I am glad to be able to ftate, that it is not 
Irom motives, of humanity ^nd juftice alone that I meui 
to give my fupport to the abolition. I am ready to ftate^ 
and I do really believe after all I have^eard from honour- 
able members who have fupported the' other fide of the 
queftion, and from^the noble Lord, that the Bill will be 
a fource of great advantage to th'^ Weft Indies, and that 
the proprietors of eftates there, cannot lofe by it, or be by 
any means injured. 

** The trade itfelf is unjuft, and contrary to the relif 
gion on which our laws are founded ; and on thofe laws^ 
alone could it be fupported, for if you have no authority 
under thofe laws, it is illegal to detain men in flavery* 
Thinking, therefore, as I do, that the abolition is founded 
on- the broad bafis of juftice, and that juftice having been 
confulted in this bill, even were we proceeding contrary 
to what prudence (if that alone were confulted) would 
ds&ate, we have no reafon why we ftould confult 
policy. 

•* For thefe reafot^s. Sir, I (hall give -my hearty vote- 
in favour of the bill under confideration.'' 

Lord HowiCK.— ^* Fecling'the length to which the de- 
hate has j[one, and ieeing the .difpofition of the Houfe not 
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to proceed further, I (hall referve what I have to fay to 
fome future opportunity, particularly in anfwer to my 
right honourable friend (Mr. Windham,) who tells us, 
that we are accompliihing the ruin of the country by this 
meafure. I fhall content myfelf by juft obferving at this 
time, in reply to my right honourable friend, that after 
the beft attention I can give to the queftion, diverting my- 
felf as mUch as poflible of all impreilions as to the horrors 
of the trade, and of the compaffion they cannot fail to in- 
fpire, on the grounds of expedience alone, I have con- 
vinced myfelf of the propriety of the abolition, and I have 
already dated fome ot the reafons which lead me to think, 
that no fuch dangers as engage the fears of my right 
honourable friend are to be apprehended, either for the 
commercial wealth, or political importance of this 
country. Sir, I have been taught to fuppofe, and I fee 
90 reafon to difregard fuch inftruftions^ that the true 
foundation of greatnefs and profperity, is in juftice and 
humanity. 

^^ I roie principally, before we went into the committee, 
to propofe to the Houfe, a convenient mode of proceeding.- 
This debate has taken place rather unexpectedly. After 
the manner in which- the former queftion was carried, I 
certainly did not imagine that a regular oppofition would 
have been made to your leaving the chair. AH the objec- 
tions might therefore have been fubmitted at a fubfequent 
ftage to the committee in the form of amendments, and this 
difcufhon might have been fpared. - I am afraid, that at. 
the prefent late hour, and efpecially as we hear diat there 
is a further alteration to be propofed in the committee as 
to the queftion of time, I fay I am afraid. Sir, that we 
could not make much progrefs to night. What I pro- 
pofe, then is, that if there fliould not be any further op- 
pofition-to your leaving the chair, we ihould now go for- 
ward into the committee pro formi. I (hall afterwards 
move for re-printing the bill, and for its re-commitment, 
that the full means of difcuffion may be afforded^ and that, 
fuch gentlemen who have amendments to propofe, may 
have the full opportunity of difcuffion.^' 

The SP£iJC*R.— •" The queftion if^ that 1 aow ieavt' 
th^ chair?" 

Thu 
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This being agreed to, the Houfe immediately went 
into thi^ committee, Mr, Hothouse in the chair. The 
bill then went pro forma through the Committee, and 
the Houfe being refumed, the Report was received and 
read ; and it was agreed that the bill be taken into fur« 
ther confideration on a future day, ;and that it. be printed 
as amended. 



HOUSE OF COMMONS, 

Friday, March '6, 1807. 

On the motion • of Lor J Howick, the Houfe refolved 
itfelf into a Committee on the Bill for the Abolition of 
the Slave Trade, Mr. Hobhousb in the chair. 

Sir Charles Polb.— ^*' Impreflcd as I am with the 
evils which mud attend this meafure, the Houfe will in* 
dulge me with a few words. I conceive. Sir, that this 
Bill is ruinous to the country, is deftru£live to the colo- 
nies, and involves in it the facriiice of all our interefts. 
I know that the honourable perfons, pofTeffing great ta- 
lents, who have brought. this bill before us, would not 
have recommended it to Parliament^ if they had nOt en- 
tertained very different opinions from thofe I profefs. 
Believing that any protradion of this trade will be pror 
du£tive of fome beneficial effect, I mean to propole a 
prolongation of the interval before its adoption. 

** I believe no man has ventured to fay, that the 
culture of the colonies can be maintained in its prefent 
ftate by the prefent population of the iflands. I muft 
fuppofe alfo, that every man in the Houfe, and in the 
country, is difpofed to preferve to us our colonies and our 
commerce, from a conviAion, that in the prefent crifis, 
without thefe we could not fubfifl as an independent na- 
tion. Without thefe, we can have no navy, and without 
a navy, we can have no prote£lion. Believing then, 
nnofl firmly, that the colonies cannot exifl without frefh 
fupplies ot labourers, and that thefe cannot be procured 
without the Slave Trade, I come here. Sir, not for the 
f^ke of the planters^ not for the interefl of the merchants^ 
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not for the advantage of the matitifafturers', \mi for the 
fecurity of this country. With the delay I ^ouW fug- 
ged, I have in view feveral concurrent regulations ; fuch 
as. introducing more females into the fettlements, and 
promoting this objed by a tax upon males, and vatious 
other arrangements auxiliary to the population. 

** I could wifli, indeed, to be relieved from- the bill en- 
tirely, but I know that to be impoffible, and therefore 
I endeavour to apply a partial remedy. Why do I fo 
ftrenuoufly refift thi$- bill ? Becaufe I am confident, not 
only that you refign the colonies by cnafting it, but that 
you transfer them into the hands of the .enemy, and you 
give to him a trade much more advantageous, than any 
111 which he has been ever engaged ; — a trade which, if 
'we may judge by paft experience, will employ a vaff 
number of (hips and failors. 

" It is. Sir, idle to fuppofe, that by any expedients to 
which we can refort, the abolition of the Slave Trade 
can be efFefted. You may prohibit your own (hips from 
embarking in the trade, but you cannot prevent the cdn-^ 
tinuance of it by the fhips of other nations, nor can you 
hinder the introduftion of flaves into your own iflands. 
The enemy catt with convenience bring his flaves to Mar- 
tinique, from thence they may be conveyed to Barbadoes, 
and fo to the reft of the iflands ; and it is not even pre- 
tended that you can legiflate for the colonies. 

" This will not only be a moft beneficial trade for 
France, but it will appear to your iflands, that they do 
not receive that proteftion to wnich they are entitled. I 
do not fay that this will be a juft view, but it will be un- 
avoidable. The projeftors of this bill have not con- 
templated the dreadful viciflitudes to which thefe iflands 
are expofed, and which render it impoflible to fupport 
the population by the ordinary means in other countries. 
I allude to the frequent hurricanes, by one of which in 
1785, no fewer than 18,000 perfons are faid to have 
befen fwept away. If this bill pafs into a law, and a 
like calaniity be repeated, how is it poflihle that the de- 
ficiency of labourers can be fupplied ? 

** There are many other points which prefs upon my 
attention, but which I reluctantly pafs over. I fhall con- 
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cludtf with motihg) that the date 1 8 12 be fubAituted 
for 1807." ■■ I 

The Speaker.-s-" The queftion is thi8. That the 
Words propofed to be left out, do ftand part of this bill.'' 

Mr. Ward. — " Sir, confidering that this is the onlf 
time when I (hall have an opportunity of addreffing you 
on this momentous fubje£^, I truft that I (hall be excufed 
for trefpaffing upon the Houfe for a few moments. Thcf 
queftions which arife upon the bill, fefpe£t the inhu- 
manity and impolicy of the Slave Trade. On the former, 
fo (I'rong a cafe has been made out, that it is almoft un- 
neceflary to add any thing ; and with regard to the latter^ 
even if I were convinced that the argument of humanity 
was groundlefs, yet I fhould think myfelf bound to put 
a period to it on the fcore of policy, as I would in cafes 
of robbery, piracy, or other crimes. 

" We are afked to continue the trade for five years 
longer, but is not this to continue it for an indefinite 
period ? I conceive that there is no argument which can 
apply to its continuance for five years, which may not 
at the end of that term with equal propriety be adduced 
to fupport its continuance for ever. That cafes of in- 
dividual hardihips may occur, I am far from difputing, 
efpecially, when the objed of this bill is to abblifh, not 
to regulate a widely extended evil ; but that merchants 
and planters will be great TufFerers does not appear at all 
probable, from any thing which I have heard or read. 

" The two- principal arguments urged in oppofition to 
this meafure, are, ift, the depopulation of theillands;' 
and, 2d, the diminution of the culture. Upon the firft 
of thefe heads we know, that the population in one of 
the largeft of our Weft India pofleffions nearly maintains 
itfelf ; and as the inequality exifting between the births 
and deaths has gone on decreafing (as we learn from the 
evidence on the table) for many years, I cannot doubt that 
the beneficial effeSs of this meafure will be apparent in 
an increafe of the population. Indeed, fo implicitly do 
I rely on the powerful workings of felf-intereft in the 
minds of the own'-^s of land in our colonies, that I shall 
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feluAance with which the officers of his Majefty's narf 
admit recruits from the (hips engaged in this trade. If 
this be a correA reprefentation, no difadvantage like that 
fuppofed will arife, and the removal of the trade to 
France will be no obje^ion as between navy and navy. 
For my part, I would confent, that the whole navy of 
France ihould be employed in this very trade, becaufe I 
think that by thefe means we fhould moft certainly pre- 
ferve our fuperiority. 

*' Let the 'abolition of the Slave Trade have what 
effe£i it may, it cannot, on the argument of the honour- 
able Baronet, become the ruin of the iflands ; for he him- 
ielf tells you, that it is impofBble for this country to com- 
plete fuch abolition. Then the queftion with him is, not 
whether the iflands are to receive no flaves at all, but whe- 
ther they are to obtain them from the French, the Dutch, 
or fome other continental power; and this is all the hon- 
ourable Baronet is entitled to upon his own (hewing. The 
colonies cannot be ruined on his principle, becaufe the 
trade cannot be aboliihed. 

** With the fame inconfiftency the deftrudiion of St. 
Domingo has been attributed to inefficient caufes. The 
real caufe of the ruih of St. Domingo was, the power 
given to individuals to augment the population of the 
blacks indefinitely above the whites, and while this pro- 
moted the immediate profit of the planter, it involved a 
great public evil. This power was indifcreetly given to 
individuals, and has been followed by a ferious national 
calamity. 

" Sir, I have fat here above twenty, I belive near tliirty 
years, and have iiftened during that time with attention 
to the debates on this important fubje A. It has been 
difcufled here I think for twenty years, and forfooth we 
are now to be told of hurry and precipitation. After 
twenty years, to avoid what is called impolitic hafte, we 
are to give five years more to the trade. The objedt of 
this delay, the honourable Baronet fays, is to give time 
for a large importation of females. With all me admo- 
nitions the planters have had, have not they taken care 
of this which now. they pretend to be fo material ? Did 
they never think of it before, and is it reafonable they 
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fhould aft for it now ? If it has not been done already, 
how can we expeft they will take the precaution now, 
after having negleded it for twenty yc;ars ? When they 
are prepared to give us feme fecurity for their future 
punduaiity "as to this particular, we may think it worth 
"while to give an anfwer to the objeftion.** 

Mr. Fuller." — ^< Sir, lunderftand that the eftate be- 
longing to the father of the gentleman on the other fide, 
(iVlr. Ward) is fuch, that the negroes cannot mix or 
aflbciate with other negroes, and that on that account per- 
haps or fome other, they keep up their population. Whe- 
ther that.effe6t.be owing to fuperior management I do not 
know, but if it be, I ihould be glad to hear of it from the 
honourable member, that the population may alfo be 
maintained on other plantations. I fliculd full wifh to 
enquire, is it not a coffee plantation ? 

pn reply to this queRion (Mr. Ward) anfwered in the 
negative.] 

** Sir, I have always underftood, that the honourable 
member's father's plantation was under peculiar circum- 
ftances, and that there was no neceffity for the ne,Qjroes 
going to market, which is mod injurious to their health 
and morals. If he will mention the real Itate of it, it. 
will be doing the country a great fcrvice, and i fliall be 
glad, for one, to hear it, becaufe then I fhall know what 
have been the m^ans which have fucceeded in this in- 
fiance to keep up population. 

*' Sir, that honourable member ridiculed the idea of 
the negroes deriving pleafure from the frefii Introduflioa 
of flaves ; but the realon of their joy is thi?i ; th?t when 
they fee no frefli importations they know that ihey muft. 
work harder artd harder until others come to relieve tliem," 
As a proof that the (laves do not think their ilnte mifer- 
able, I have heard that the jr^eatefl incitement to an ob- 
ftinate negro to go more willingly about his work is, to 
tell him that he Ihall be fent back again to his own coun- 
try. Js it to be fuppofed, that if he be in tliat miferable 
condition in which he is reprefented to be in the Weft 
I«dies, he would refufe to return to that cownlry from 
which be is faid to have been fo barbaroufly dragged ?' I 
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recollcQ: an inftancc of this, where I fent word thatt 
flave fhould be tranfport;ed back to Africa, as I was rc- 
folved to make an example of him at any expence, becaufe 
he had ftolen fome of my cattle. The man upon hearing 
this, under the dread of being fent to the place from 
wJiich he had been taken, promifed not to repeat his of* 
ftnco, and after that I loft no more cattle. 

'* S!r, we have heard a great deal of the importation 
of frcfh n?groes, but I am certain that the iflahds cannot 
keep up their population. Even on my cftate the num- 
bers annually decrcafe. I muft therefore give my diflcnt 
to the bill." 

Gtneral Vyse. — " On the refult of the prefent quet 
tion, Sir, may depend the eternal happinefs or mifery of 
England, and I cannot t6li how thofe who oppofe this 
bill, can fatisfy their confciences in (hutting the gates of 
mercy on mankind. How can fuch men retire to reft, 
or call upon the facred name of the beneficent Deity ? J 
declare, that I had rather have been the original propofer 
ef the prefent meafure, than now be in pofleffion of every 
worldly good which fortune could beftow. The reward 
to which the honourable member (Mr. Wilberforce) 
looks, who has fo long devoted his time and his talents to 
this glorious caufe, is not of that kind ; he is now happy 
in this virtuous triumph, and I will not compliment him, 

!ret I may utter a wifll, that he may long continue to en-, 
ighten mankind, and to improve the condition of this 
country, by his influence and example. Poflefling fuch 
extenfive views, endowed with fuch ample powers of 
reafoning, it is not wcJnderful if he has ultimately fuc-t 
ceeded. Little can now be added to the arguments em^ 
ployed, and efpecially when we recollefl: that the elo-i 
quence of thofe exalted ftatefmen, Mr. Fox and Mr. 
Pitt were employed in bringing this queftion before their 
country ; — men, who never fpoke in this Houfe, but fixed 
attention watched their lips. 

^' Sir, the refult of this meafure is to hold out the 
Britifb Senate to nations yet unborn, either as the friend 
pf hun^^nity and juftice, or as the abettor of violence, 
flavery^ and murder. It is indeed a fubjefk pf anxiou^- 
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enquiry, yet it has been fo much difcufled, that human 
reafon can do no more. I would then ferioufly call the 
Houfe to a view of its prefent fituation. We are in that 
ftate, that any temporizing refolutions would not only ex- 
pofe us to the contempt of the world, but would increafe 
the preflure of the miferies under which we labour. The 
end to be attained can only be accomplifhed by an im- 
mediate, and not by a gradual abolition. 

** Whether we look to juftice, to policy, to humanity, 
to profit^ or to expediency, all thefe fupply arguments fa- 
vourable to an immediate abolition of the trade. 

" That eminent ftatefman, whofe labours have been 
direfted to this fubje6l:.for upwards of twenty years (Mr. 
Wilberforce), who is not more diftinguifhed for the ac- 
curacy of his judgment, than for that zeal and perfe- 
verance with which virtue ever engages in a great and 
good caufe; I fay. Sir, he has inconteftibly proved from 
the moft authentic documents, that this miferable traffic 
is not lefs fatal to the colonies, than it is deftruflivc 
of civilization in Africa. From the fame authority we 
learn, that the property of the planters is mortgaged to a 
mercenary fet of men who would fee your iflands fmk to 
the bottom of the ocean for thfe fake of their profits. I 
do not at all wonder at the incredulity with which an 
honourable Gentleman (Mr. Fuller) hears the flatements, 
fince he has no experience to correft his judgment ; he 
hasnever fcen the Weft Indies, and probably his father 
and his grandfather have been equally ignorant of them. 
While he is enjoying the luxuries of nis affluent revenue, 
he knows not by what horrid means they are fupplied; 
and hence he may talk of the pernicious disproportion of 
the fexes, and of the progreffive diminution of the black 
population. But if this meafure be not taken, with all hig 
confidence at the prefent moment, he may foon be re- 
luftantly taught, that the lofs of his property is but the 
natural and neceffary confequence of his own ignorance 
and inattention. 

<^ I have had the honour of being acquainted with 
many Weft India proprietors; for whom I fhall ever en- 
tertain the higheft refpefk. They are men whofe know- 
ledge and judgment might ftand in competitiou vv^uLtk^c^^^ 
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of the bed-informed men ; but whatever may be their 
ability, whatever their humanity, they unavoidably de- 
legate their authority to otliers, and they know not how. 
it is employed. Even diftance alone is fufficient to pre- 
vent that compaffion, which they would otherwife in- 
dulge. 

*< If we confider the queftlon before the committee^ 
merely as a queftion of policy or profit, I think we* 
fhould inevitably be led to the fame concluGon, as that 
which is dictated by humanity and mercy. 

" I have now delivered my opinion, and it remains for 
me only to exhort this committee, to consider for a. mo- 
ment what may be the result of their determination. - 

** Let us enquire what are the advantages we gain on 
the one side, and what are the lofTes to which we are ex- . 
pofed on the other ; and in the firft place, let us enjoy 
the God-like fatisfacStion of restoring, to the rank of 
human beings, the numerous inhabitants of a widely ex- . 
tended region, and of introducing among them moral im- 
provement, philofophy and fcience, fo as to bring them 
on a level with more polifhed nations, and finally lead to 
the cstablidiment of that mild religion, to which we owe ^ 
all tlie happinefs wc enjoy here, and through which, we. • 
look for eternal happinefs hereafter, 

** Whatever may be the decifion of this night, I am 
perfuaded that the day is not far off, when the Slave 
Trade nnift be aboliflied. The only queftion therefore is, 
whether the Britlfli Senate fhall be the foremoft in this 
•race of glory, or wliether it fhall withhold its tardy 
fuffrage, until nccefTity (hall wring from it its aflent, • 
without the pride and dignity of generous aiflion ? Let us 
remember, that thoie who are the firll to depart from evil 
among their companions, have the higheft claim to future 
advantage, and I truft, Sirj that the virtuous example 
afforded by this country, will produce that general ac- 
quie'bence which will render fufFering and mifery, from 
this caufe, no iong<fr necefTary.'' 

Sir Thomas Turton.— " I fhall not. Sir, take up 
much of the time of the Houfe iu delivering the fenti- 
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ments I entertain upon this fubjeBt, and I 6eg leave to 
aifure. honourable members, that it is no popular clamour 
in favor of this bill, or promifes previously made' to my 
conftituents, which have at all influenced my opinion ; I 
ofFcr but the fentiments I always have expreffed. When- 
ever, Sir, the opprefled knock at the door, it will find 
me willing t6 affift them, and to give themf every aid 
in my power to protect them^againft tyranny. If we 
confider the trade, what can we call it but a traffic in 
human flefti and blood, and fo defignating it, it is im- 
poflible for us to ceafe dating the horror which we muft 
feel againft it. 

** Two points have been urged in oppofition to the 
queftion before the Houfe. Firft, it is faid, that if we 
abandon the trade, we fhall throw it, with all its benefitjS,^ 
into the hands of the enemy ; and, fecondly, that we 
fhould be doing injuftice on th$ one hand, while we 
render juftice on the other. As to the fifft argument, I 
agree that it may, in fome degree, throw into the hands 
of the French the trade which we rejcdl. Much good 
may it do them ; but from the experience we have h*ad, 
I think we (hould not borrow from them our code of hu- 
manity. It is likewife faid, that the abolition of the 
African trade may occalion a peace with France. If 
that (hould be a confcquence of it, I fhould think it an 
additional rcafon for the Houfe giving ist fanftion to the 
bill 5 but if the meafure of the iniquity of France is not 
yet heaped up to the brim, let them endavour to fill it as 
they can, by accuftoming themfelves to the horrid prac- 
tices which we are about to resign. • That this will be 
the efFe6i: of the abolition of the trade with refpeft to 
France, I cannot conceive ; in my opinion, the prefent 
fituation of that empire, is of all others, the very argu- 
ment we can bed employ to convince ourfelves, that this 
is the proper time for efFe6ling the objefi of the bill ; for 
hu.^ fhe a (hip, or even a cock-boat, that (he can fend 
out on any trade, much lefs, upon a fpeculation fuch as 
that of the traffic from the coaft of Africa to the Welt 
Indies ? 

" With refpeCk to the other point which has been 
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mentioned, I mean with regard to compenfation» I differ 
from fome honourable gentlemen, for I (houid imagine, 
that if there be a cafe made out after all the warning that 
has been given, if it can be proved, that that warning 
was not fufficient, and that all human endeavors could 
not avert the confequences which may .refult from the 
prefent meafure, then there would be a ground for fair 
compenfation. That queftion, however, is not to* interfere 
with this bill, for we can permit no private intereft to 
clafh with the great principle upon which we are called to 
decide in the name of fuffering humanity, and neglected 
juftice. 

" With refpeft to the honourable Baronet's motion, I 
think it would be folly to entertain an idea of the propoftd 
extention, after what has already paffed. Let it be re- 
coUefled, that a dire£i notice of the prefent meafure was 
given laft feffion, when we refolve^ thiat it was expedient 
that the Slave Trade ihould be abolifhed, and I cannot, 
under all the circumrflances, agree with the honourable 
Baronet, that there is any ground upon whitfh his motion 
can be refted. 

It remains for me now only to congratulate the Houfe, 
and the country in general, that fo fpeedy a termination 
is about to be put to the traffic, and I will, if that ho- 
norable gentleman will permit me, congratulate him alfo 
on the happy concluiion of his benevolent labours ; for 
indeed it required no fmall exertion to counteract the 
effedls of thofe private interests, which flood oppofed to 
him, and I cannot help confidering it as a proUd thing for 
the kingdom, that his perfeverance has produced fo un- 
expefked and glorious a refult.'* 

Mr. HiLEY Addincton.— *' I have been anxious, 
fince the clofe of the laft debate on this fubjeCl, to pre- 
vent any mifunderftanding with regard to my fentiments. 
On that occafion I took the liberty of flating, that it was- 
on one ground only I could oppofe this meafure, and I 
intended to propofe the amendment, which has now 
been moved by my honourable friend ' (SiR Charles 
Pole.) 

*' I Ihall not take up the time of the committee in ex- 
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plaining the confiftency of my proceeding, becaufe it i» 
in this (lage, and in this ftage only, that this amendment 
could have been moved. Neither (hall I detain the 
Houfe, by entering into a general view of the fubjeft. 

*^ I beg leave to remind the Houfe, of the line of 
argument purfued on a former night by my right honour- 
able friend; (Mr. Bathurst) who wiftied to make this 
bill the inftrument of carrying into efFeft the meafure of 
abolition, under certain reftriciions. He alfo took 
notice of other auxiliary means to which he attached equal 
injportance, and to which I attach more importance than 
to the prefent amendment. The meafures to which I 
have juil adverted, I will explain, and I think the in- 
dividual, who has recommended them to Parliament, 
, rnuft be acknowledged to be as finccre a friend to the 
abolition of the Slave Trade, as any gentleman in this 
^oufe. 

** One propofal was, that the bill of lafl year {hould 
^e made a permanent meafure ; that is, that the reflric- 
tions of two years (hould be taken off, and that no new 
(hips. Of new owners of (hips, (hould be admitted into 
the trade ; and I think it would be impoflible for any one 
to contendi but that this (ingle expedient would wear out 
the trade. 

** But what elfe did he fuggeft } It was another diftinfl: 
plan contributing to the fame objed:, and it was this : 
to pafs an a£l, impofing annually increafed duties upon 
the importation of flaves, 

" Thefe two meafures, I do not know whether ha 
pledged himfelf to bring forward, but if the amendment 
(hould be carried, I am ready to pledge myfelf to do fo. 

" But they fay, ** Have you not been trying to efFe£i 
the gradual abolition, and yet the Slave Trade is con- 
tinued ?" But I maintain that as yet, no meafure, ftridlly 
and exclufively for the gradual abolition of the trade, 
has been brought into the Houfe. 

" The amendment now under confideration would, 
if it were propofed as a fubftantivc meafure, be liable to 
rnany obje£lions. It was flated, on an occafion of the 
&me kidd, as early as the year 1792, that during the 
^ interval 
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inteiral between the time when the amendment ihould b^ 
adopted, and the period beyond which the-trade was not ■ ^ 
to be allowed to exift, the planters would import flaves ' 
in much larger numbers, and thus the «viF would in fa£t, 
during that time, be increafed. But the Houfe will fee, 
by an auxiliary plan of gradually limiting the tonnage^ 
the obje6Uon would be completely removed, and a period 
would be certainly fixed, beyond which the trade could 
not continue, and during the approach of which, the 
importation of (laves muft gradually decreafe. 

** 1 underftand, that the bill recommended to the at* 
tention of the Houfe witk fo much ability, is meant to 
enforce upon the planters the neceffity of carrying into 
effect fuch humane regulations, as will occaiion the iiw 
creafe of the population. I think other meafures might 
be adopted, which would anfwer the fame end. In the 
year 1802, after the treaty of peace had been concludedi 
a noble perfon, (Lord Sidmouth) who then held a high 
situation in His Majefly's councils, with this view, 
gave diftinft notice to the Houfe, that he fliould, early in 
the ensuing feflion, move for a committee to examine 
into the flatcof flavcry in the Weft-Indies. This notice i 
he could not a£t: up to by the commencement of the year ; 
but there is a propofitlon which I will fubmit to the 
Houfe, and it is this, that a parliamentary commiflion 
flioukl be fent to the Weft Indies with the fame view. 

'' Thofe who have taken the trouble to wade through 
the mafs of evidence on the table of the Houfe, beginning 
with that before the Privy Council in 17^8, muft agree 
with me, that the evidence is throughout contradictory," 
not only as to matters of opinion, but as to matters of 
fact. Subfequent to that teftimony, various alterations 
muft have taken place in the iflands, and yet no evidence 
has been received as to their prefent condition.' Hence, 
Sir, we are going to work in the dark ; and I fay, that a. 
parliamentary comnrifTion ftiould have been fent but to thsr. 
Weft Indies, confifting of four or- five individuals, of 
great talent and confequence, who fhould inveftigate all^ 
the details of any importance afFe^ing thofe colonies, and* 
who fliould be directed to make their report to the Houfe,» 
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With fuch regulations, as it might occur to their wifdom 
to recommend. Thefe gentlemen would perceive, that 
whatever was ufeful in one ifland, would probably be 
^ beneficial in every other, as to matter of general policy. 
, Such a report, when received, could be referred ' to a 
kleSt committee, which {e\c6t committee would make a 
further report, and it is Very likely, that the legiflature 
would give its. authority to fuch regulations, as (hould be 
introduced under this fanftion to its notice. Such a 
proceeding would be ultimately effe£tual, and the end 
would be attained with tranquility ; whereas* now^ by 
paft experience we know, that without force, more pre- 
cipitate regtdations cannot be carried into effeSt. In ad* 
ditton to the general meafure, the governors fliould be 
dire£ted to inform the council of each iiland, that if the 
ordersj under fuch authority, fhould not be complied 
^th, all importations of flaves would be prohibited, ex« 
cepting under very peculiar circumftances. 

^' I ihould think, Sir, that fuch a plan of proceeding 
'would fo completely attradi the attention of the planters 
to all the means of improvement,- as to fulfil every bene- 
ficial defign explained by the noble Lord (Howicc^ when 
he fubmitted this bill to the confideration of the Houfe. 

I (hall only add, that my humble view of the fubjed:^ 
the Houfe will give me credit for dating on public grounds 
only, unembarrafied by perfonal confideration, or party 
motives. J find myfelf, on this occafion, unhappily 
differing Ih opinion rrom thofe on both fides of the Houfe^ 
for whofe fentiments I have great refpe£):, and to whom 
I am moft fincerely attached. What I have fuggefted^ 
appears to me the only effedlual means of avoiding all the 
evils which are apprehended from this new mode of pro- 
ceeding. It would be more advantageous even to Africa ; 
it would give time for the wars which zSi£t that country 
gradually to fubfide ^ and it would give time for the 
moral improvement of the inhabitants of that conti« 
nent, if indeed they are capable of civili2«tion^ It- 
would give time for the Britifh capitals, engaged in 
this trade, to be diverted to other purpofes. Yoa 
would retain in your own hands all the power of 
completing the humane regulations you contemplate. 
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Above all, it would have the effeft of avoiding that con- 
vulfiun fo unfavourable to the interefts of the colonieSi 
both from the change in the minds of the planters, and 
from the fpirit of infurreftion to be feared among the 
negroes ; and by fuch expedients we (hould not be no- 
minally^ but actually, laying the foundation for the ex- 
tin£iion of this trade." 

Mr. Whitbread. — " Sir, having had an opportunity 
of delivering my fentiments upon this queftion on a 
former night at large, it would ill become me to trefpafs 
on the time of the Houfe. Sir, I cannot help congratu- 
lating honourable members upon the fpeeches of the 
gentlemen who have preceded me. There .are two claiTes 
of perfons who profefs their intention of fupporting the 
motion of the honourable Baronet; the one arc thofe 
who are decided enemies of the abolition at all times; 
and the other its decided friends, but who raife objec- 
tions to the mode in which we mean to carry it into ef- 
fed ; and I cannot for my life conceive, how thofe gentle- 
men who are the friends of the abolition, can make 
themfelves fuch dupes as to be mifled on this queftion. 
There is one honourable member, who to-night cannot 
be confidered to come with a crude propofition, becaufe 
the fame opinion was delivered by a right honourable re- 
lation, of his fome years fince, and which wa» fupported 
in the Houfe by the gentleman himfelf. As an anfwer 
to what he has ftated, I will refer him to the gallant 
Admiral, v/ho will tell him, that the meafure we are .de- 
iired to^ adopt would be entirely inefFeftual 5 not to men- 
tion the barbarity of the procraftinating method recom- 
mended, offending commiflioners over to the Weft Indies, 
who fhould travel over the iflands in order to make en- 
quiries ; who ftiould come back after a feries of years, 
and appear before the committee to report what they had 
feen ; and which committee, not having witnefTed thofe 
things th€ffnfelves, fhould decide if they had or had not 
correftly reported. After that, the Houfe muft come to 
fome refolutions which muft neceflarily be fent -to the 
governors of the iflands, and if they did not agree to 
carry them into effect, it would (till be neceflary to pafs 
B'^law to enforce them. 
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** Next we are told by the fame honourable gentle- 
man, ** I \fould advife you to make the bill, which the 
Parliament pafled in the laft year, perpetual, for if •yoii do, 
the Slave Trade will by degrees wear out." If wc d6 
this, the honourable member's friends will come to mc 
prcfently, and tell mc, ** To be fure the trade is weariri]^ 
out, but our eftates are wearing out alfo, and therefore 
pray repeal the bill, for if the iflands cannot fupport their 
population, you muft repeal the bill.** What does the 
honourable gentleman fay next ? He informs us, that wc 
ihould impofe high duties on the trade, on the negroes 
imported into the iflands. Permit me, however. Sir, to 
afk, where thefe duties muft neceflarily be collcfted ? In 
the Weft Indies where every refiftance will be given, an4 
where it will be impoflible to'exaft them ? But I appeal 
even. to the gallant Admiral himfelf, fuppofing thofe duties 
to be laid on, if the flaves would not be fmuggled into the 
iflands, and this I think fhews completely how one ^rgu^ 
ment cuts the throat of the other, for then your refolution 
would be of no efi^eft. 

** But the propofition which was made feme years ago 
by the relation of the fame honourable member, feems ta 
me the moft extraordinary; for he propofed, that the 
Houfe fbould fet about felefting particular vi£l:ims, the 
females of Africa, before the abolition of the Slave Trade, 
took place. Let us enquire what is the ftate of Africa at 
this time. An honourable gentleman has faid that no- 
thing i§ fo great a punifhment as to fend a flave back to 
his own country. Sir, I believe it. What is the ftate 
of a man, who, torn from his family and friends, is again 
tranfported to the vaft deferts of Africa? What connec-' 
tions, what proteftion could he hope to find there ? 

'* The gallant Admiral informs us, that he wifhes tlie 
prefent meafure to be poftponed until the year 1812. For* 
what purpofe ? It is not even to import females into our 
iflands exclufively, in order to keep up the population, 
againft which pradtice a right honourable gentleman, now 
no more, had moft eloquently faid, '* What, would you 
go to the coaft of Africa to fcloftthe vi£tims of your in- 
humanity from that fex, whom you are peculiaily bound 
to proteft ?" This, Sir, I think, was a complete OiwOw^t 10 
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fuch an expedient But that the importations would not 
be with a view to the maintenance of the popuhttion { 
have already faid ; and when I mentioned this fubjed the 
other night, I aflerted, that at the end of the period they 
would not be in a better Gtuation to maintain their po- 
pulation than, they are at prefent. This I think Hkewife 
fumiflies an anfwer to an argument urged by Mr. 
Plumer, for I think, that until the end of time, if you 
grant them the period now required, they will not be 
able to abolifh the trade ; and that learned counfei him- 
fels confefTed, that the importations could only be made 
for the fake of cultivating new lands. 

'f The fame gallant Admiral then tells you, that the hur- 
ricanes in the Weft Indies occafion fuch devaftation, that^ 
it is necefTary to refort to the Slave Trade to repair them. 
But do we believe in the exiftence of a God, and the in-' 
tervention of Providence, and is there any thing which 
can fpeak more to the heart of man than one of thefe 
hurricanes, which, for aught we know, may be a pre- 
fent vifitation for our crimes ? What, however, does the 
gallant Admiral tell you to do ? Inftead of man humbling 
pimfelf before his Maker, he fays, ^ I will go to Africa 
and fupply myfelf by robbery and murder there, for what 
God has taken away from me in the Weft Indies/ 

** I will not trouble the Houfe farther on this occafion, 
but I could not fuffer the queftion to be put without ex- 
prefiing my feelings, and repeating what is my decided 
opinion; and I do warn the abolitionifts from faMing 
ipto the trap which is thus laid for them, and recom- 
mend them to adopt this bill, which is the only method 
effediually to produce what is defired. 

<* Mr. Rose.—" Although I think it would be better 
to have a gradual, than a fudden abolition of this trade, 
yet I feel a difficulty in agreeing with the amendment. I 
widely differ from an honourable i^ember oppofite mo^ 
(Mr. Whitbkead} who fays, that thofe who are for a 
gradual abolition, are in truth againft the abolition. 

Mr. WHiTBREiD. — ** I did not fay fo." 

Mr, 
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• Mr. Rose. — ^* At leaft I fo undcrftood the . honour* 
able member, and I was unwilling to be mifunderfcood^ 
and that it ihould be fuppofed, that becaufe I was not a 
friend to the fudden abolition, I was defirous of giving 
pefpetuity to the trade. The fir ft moment I heard of the 
abolition of the Slave Trade, i8 or 19 years ago, from my 
honourable friend (Mr. Wilberforce) on the bench 
near me^ I faid, that I did think it might be a right 
nieafure, wifhing at the fame time to put an end to it 
in a way not difadvantageous to thofe who have a 
ftrong claim upon the country for prote£iion. I wiih 
tlie committee ferioufly to confider what will be the con- 
fequence of thi& Bill. After you have regulated the 
tnuie, fo as to make the conveyance of ilaves as conve* 
nient as poffible, you then divert it into another channel, 
wher<s no fiich humane regulations will exift, and where 
die negroes would be involved in all the horrors to which 
diey were before expofed, when Parliament had not in« 
terfered for their preservation. 

'< I ^m not one of thofe who think that the deliberations 
<tf the Legiflature for fo long a period on tliis fubjed):, 
have been pernicious. Inftead of thinking them a dif- 
advantage, I think that the difcui&on has l3een attended 
with great advantage to the condition of the negroes in the 
Weft Indies. 

^^ Gentlemen may not be aware how much this quef* 
tion of the Slave Trade has at different times attra£led 
pubUc attention. There was an aft paffed for encou- 
raging the Slave Trade, not brought in by a private in- 
dividual in the Houfe for private purpofes, but introduced 
by the Secretary of State, when Mr. Locke was a mem- 
ber of the Houfe, and Lord Sommers was Chancellor. 
Under thefe circumftances the bill originated. The next 
proceeding was in the year 1709, when there was a pe» 
tition on the fubjedi, which wat? referred to a committee 
d£ trade to be reported upon. In the year 1730, it was 
again taken, into confider ation, and then was pafied a re- 
markable refolution in its favour. The next proceeding 
(.find was in the year 1749, when again, after a long 
difcuilion it was. refblved nem, con. that the trade to 
Africa ought to be free> ought not to b^ taxed, &c. 
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Then we come to 13 Geo. I. when a man of no lefs im- 
portance than Lord Hardwicke was Chancellor. A hiW 
was at that time brought in, with the particulars of which 
gentlemen are familiar, which begins with reciting^ 
^ Whereas the Trade to Africa is neceflary to Great 
Britain," &c. In the year 1750 the affairs of the African 
Company were again taken up; again in 1756, and fub- 
fequently in 1758. In the courfe of my obfervarions on 
the progrefs of thefe meafures, I have had occafion to 
notice great and eminent perfons who unavoidably from 
their (lations mixed in them, and who were as remark- 
able for feeling as for integrity. 

" The opinions of fo many diflinguifhed charaders I 
do not produce to influence the debate as applicable to 
the prefent objeft, but I do it merely to excite the atten- 
tion of the committee to the preamble of the bill. If 
Aere were any advantage refulting, or likely to accrue, 
from adhering to the preamble, I would not rcfift it: 
but it is a libel againft the great men I have named, who* 
for a century have had the trade under their confideration, 
and who have fanftioned it by every means in their 
power. Nobody doubts there are thofe who would pu^ 
notions into the heads of the flaves unfavourable to the 
peace of the colonies. " The Parliament has faid," they 
will tell themj " that the trade is unjuft and inhuman, 
that the law is unjuft by which they were brought from 
their native homes, to be expofed to infult, and to be 
condemned to fervitude.'* I have no means of judging 
of the effeft of fuch language upon the minds of thefe 
people more than others, but I throw this out now, that 
gentlemen may have time to refleft upon it, and to de- 
termine if there be an advantage in adhering to thefe 
words of the preamble, fo ccmtiderable as to outweigh the 
objeftion I have now ftated. 

" There are two or three points for which no provi- 
fion is made in the bill, though I admit it is a difficult 
thing in a meafure of this eibtent, to comprize in one view " 
every objeft of importance. It i^ a common thing in the 
iflands for gentlemen to let their eftates with this condi- 
tion on the leafes, that they are to be farmed vrith a fpe- 
cific number of negroes. There are others who mortgage' 
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and make it a condition of the pofleffion, that the number 
of flaves upon their eftates (hall not be diminiflied . Various 
other difficulties would arife from any fudden determination 
On this fubjeft, ahd thefe operate on my mind to make it 
appear to me more defirable to put an end to it progreffively 
by duties under the circumftances I have dated, which 
would fecure all the advantages, and occafion no portion of 
the detriment with which the bill in its prefent fhape muft 
be attended. By I'uch a decifion there muft, according to the 
eourfe and nature of the trade, be a number of flaves 
brought to the coaft of Africa for which there will be no 
market, and in that cafe, fcenes of carnage and deftruc- 
Cion may be there exhibited, which the former hiftory of 
the trade would lead us to predift. 

** i believe there was no fubjeft that was nearer the 
heart of a late illuftrious ftatefman, (Mr. Pitt) than the 
abolition of the Slave Trade, and I own I did not always 
agree with him in the mode in which it was to be efFeded^ 
although I concurred fo generally,in moft of his views of 
national policy. 

** I thought it right to Submit to the notice of the com* 
mittee thefe general obfervations, that in accomplifhing 
the abolition of the Slave Trade, the good might be 
attained with as little evil as poffible.** 

Lord Henry Petty. — " Sir, if I have remained 
hitherto' filent, it was not from a want of intereft in the 
quef^ion, but becaufe I was anxious to give way to thofe, 
whofe opinions I coniidered fo much more valuable than 
ihy own. Unwilling as I am to enter at any length into 
the fubjeft, yet with the convi61:ion which I entertain, in 
common with my honourable friend, that the .propofition 
rhade by the honourable Baronet ought not to be acceded 
to, I fhould be forry to remain filent when fuch a quef- 
tion was to be decided. Before, however, 1 proceed to 
that fubjeft, I would fay a very few words upon what has 
been ftated by a right honourable gentleman oppofitei 
(Mr. Rose.) 

" I will only aflc that honourable gentleman and th'e 
Houfe, if they are to refer to the authorities he has meii- 
tfoned, as argument's in this Houfci-to proire either tb^** 
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juftice, the humanity, or the policy of the Slave Trader 
ivhether fuch authorities may not be adduced, and fucb 
arguments may not be applied to every other cafe ? 
As all improvement is gradual, and experience is Uk^wife 
gradual, there will be m all times found ereat abufes, 
which great abufes may perhaps have been »n£Honed by 
thofe who have preceded us } but I mud ftate, that it is 
a grofs libel upon thofe authorities which have been 

![uoted to-night, to pretend that they ever gave their 
a:.£kion to any proceeding which was at that time 
confidered to be unjuft, unlefs the whole proceeding 
is proved to have been brought before them, and fuo- 
mitted to their infpefiion. But fuppofing, even, that to 
be the cafe, fuppofing Mr. Locke, or any other great* 
man, who has written on the fubje£^, fuppofing every 
thing refpe£lable in literature or morals, had given appro-w 
bation to what is now the fubjedi of difcuffion, yet tjiey' 
can be no authorities upon which we are to found our de- 
cifion ; for errors can only be dete£ied as light is gradually 
thrown upon them. It has been in tliis manner, that aU . 
the abufes which exifted in the Catholic church have been 
remedied, and it is thus, that the reformation was eSe&ed. 
It was in the fame way, that torture, which had been 
fandiioned and encouraged in former ages, has been pot 
an end to, and I am perfeftly fure, that no man prefent 
will attempt to defend that moft barbarous pra&ice. 

" But, Sir, having faid thus much, I will apply myfelf 
to the ^ueftion before the Houfe. It is admitted. Sir, 
not only by the honourable Baronet himfeif, but alfo by 
many of thofe who fupport his motion, that the Slave 
Trade is unjuft. That, Sir, is the point with which 
they fet out, and then they go on next to fay, that though 
it be unjuft, yet be it enabled that injuftice and inhumanity 
be continued to be pr aft iced, fo long as we can prove'that 
it is to the intereft of the planters and merchants of the 
Weft Indies. They admit all the horrors that are prac- 
ticed in the interior of the Continent of Africa, aiii they 
allow, that the negro is dragged from his country and 
liome — (a cry of No, No, from General Gascoigne) 
The honourable gentleman may, if he ^eafe^ make 
lumfelf a fingle exception^ but I truft that will be^of no 
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«ffeft, for I am aware, that he has never been a frienil 
even of the gradual abolition ; that he has even been th^ 
fupport<»r of die abftra£i propofition that the Slave Trade 
is in itfelf a good thing." 

General Gascoigne. — " Sir, I fpeak to order." 

Mr. Bathurst. — " I apprehend, Sir, that what has 
been faid by the noble Lord, is perfe£l:ly in order.'* 

* Lord Henry Petty. — " I. really. Sir, have only to 
:fay, that 1 had no intention to allude to the honourable 
General in the firft inftance, but he himfelf provoked me 
to do it; but I now return to the argument. My friends 
admitting, as they do, the mifchiefs attending the dragging 
.thefe perfons from their families ; and granting, as they 
•alfo do, and as all men of humanity muil, the crimes com- 
mitted in the courfc of this traffic ; allowing, as they do, 

' all thefe things, they dill fay, that a poilible cafe is made 
«out, for the fake of which all thefe evils are to be conti- 

* nued, although indeed for a limited period ; and if that 
be the fa£^, all I afk is, that if fuch a continuance is to 

•be placed in the fcale and balanced againft the guilt 
"which may be incurred on our part, the queftion is at 
lead dcferving of an accurate fcrutiny before we give 

-way ..to their importunities. 

. «t What then is dated by thofe gentlemen who fupport 
the motion as to the neceffity of the continuance of th^ 

•trade? They have made out two points: the fird, ife- 
fpedling the intereds of the Wed India planters 5 the fe- 
cond, the neceffity of keeping up the population of the 

.'iilands, and the happinefs of the negroes themfelves. To' 
both of thefe heads it will be neceffary for me to apply 

. myfelf . I will fird proceed to the quedion of the popu- 
lation of the Wed Indies. I believe, that there is no 
great objection made to the datements on the table of the 
males and females in the iflands ; but certain it is, that 

/mod exaggerated aflertions have been made upon the 
fubjedi to the Houfe. Collefting, however, all the ac- 
counts from the different iflands, it is clear that the dif- 

* proportion is fmaU in all of them j but in many indances 

2 A ^^ 
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ihe pFToportion of males and females is equal ( and m 
fome indeed, there are more of the latter than the former* 
This is (hewn from the papers upon .the table. It %ill 
there be found for example, that Dominica makes « 
return of more females than males ; and the fame is the 
cafe with the Bahama ifiands. There are other iflandsin 
which the ftatements are lefs favourable. However, it is 
ia well known h£ky that from the moment population 
takes its ordinary courfe, when it is unreftrided by hardr 
fliips or want of fubfiftence, the evil which is now com- 
plained of will gradually diminiih ; nor can it be doubted 
for an inflant, that in the common courfe of nature the 
-difproportion complained of will corred kfelf ip a ver^ 
Ihort time. There can be no difference of opinion on' 
that point, becaufe in every (ituation in whicK hiimaa 
beings are placed, to their increafe there are no checks 
•but thefe ; cruel treatment, want of fubfiftence, or ca&- 
•treme licentioufnefs of manners. Where thefe checks do 
not extft, population may not only be kept up, but it may 
^Ifo be incrcafed to an indefinite extent. The abolitioa 
will not impede this profpeft while other means of culti- 
vating the plantations more certain and more fafe than 
that of importing negroes will gradually prefent them- 
felves. I'here can be no reafon why the population in the 
Weft Indies fhould not increafe in the fame way as in 
other countries, and we kncfw that North ^ Am erica 
'in the courfe of twenty-five years, has doubled the num- 
ber of its inhabitants. The amount of the births there, 
accordihg to the beft evidence, was eight to each mar- 
riage, and upon an average we may reckon that four of 
the children lived to be married, and have families of their 
own. Let us look back to hiftory, and we (hall find ki 
what way thefe ftatcs were firft peopled. We learn, tihult 
"there were fets of adventurers who went over to that 
country with a much fm a Her proportion of females than 
now is found in the Weft India ifiands ; and yet there is 
not in the records of the world a ftatement of fo rapid an 
increafe in the population as has taken place in the northern 
parts of the American Continent. What have we to look 
to a* the caufe of the decreafe of population in the Weft 

Indies? 
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Indies ? To nothing but the ftate of wlckednefr^ oppreCoii» 
and degradation in which men ai« there placed, 
' *^ My honourable friend made it an argument, that ho 
knew of feyeral inftance» where the experiment had been 
tried of encouraging marriages among the nbg£0cs> and 
that they had failed. In anfwer to this^ I would fay^ that i 
do not think it is poffible to draw any (aixiabi&ovj conclu^ 
fions from an infulated expriment. it isc only by a (imulta^ 
neous effort on the part of the planters, that any great 
benefit can be produced. But I beg. to be underftood, as 
not meaning to throw blame on that body of men who 
are connefted with the Weft Indies, ot to fey or to iafi^ 
iiuate that they a£i: more unworthily than others wouU 
do in the i^mie (ituation. All we'aiiert is, that the chab-i 
racers of men muft depend greatly on the circumftancea 
under which they are placed, and that had we been un^^ 
happily placed in the fituation of Weft Indians, w» 
ftiould have probably felt and a£bed as they have d^ne, 
■ ** What, Sir, however, did my honourable triendi^ 
(Mr. Barham) tell you on a former occafion ? He faid, 
that for th5 firft time going into a Save market, and feeing 
tlie miferies of mothers torn from the.r children, and frienda 
liK>m their friends, he turned from it with horror, and 
made a i^folution never to allow a flave to be purchafed 
for his eftates afterwards. If that be the fad, and if ho 
perfifted in his refolution, that muft be confidered to be 
an ^Gt of immediate abolition on his own plantations ; an4 
knowing the fame circumftances, being aware of the fam^ 
fe^is, having his teftimony to their truth, are we to be d»« 
tcrred from carrying into etTe£t this general meafure ? Sir, 
I hope the Houfe will not be deterred, and will feel the 
importance of an immediate abolition. 

<' But it is ftated, that not only is the continuance of th^ 
trade neceffary to enable the planters to keep up the popu** 
ktion of their eftates, but neceflary for the happiaefs at 
the negroes themfelves, for the fake of enabling them* 
among other things, to receive intelligence from thtir 
friends in Africa ! That, Sir, is an argument which 
need only ftate, that it may be refuted. But an honouF« 
able friend of mine on the fame bench, has laid, " Will 
not the planters have an intereft in incrcafing the work of 

2 A 2 ^^ ^icvft 
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Ae negroes when they can get no more fiipplicji ?** CaH 
the planter draw any fuch conclufion ? Will he fay ** Be- 
caufe I am to have no more negroes, therefore I will con« 
tinue the cruelty I exercife upon them, and diminifh the 
number ft ill more ?" No, Sir, on the contrary, would be^ 
not exclaim, ** Seeing that the number of my negroes is 
lefTened by cruelty and hard labour, I muft alter my fyf- 
tem in order to increafe the number that are ftill in 
cxiftence.'* 

" But I have heard, that from the want of females (they 
being fewer than the mdes) this meafure would produce 
mifchievous efFefts, and that the Weft India iflands would 
be one fcene of immorality ; but in that refpeft I believe 
the efFe£l: would be direftly oppofite to what is expe£ied, 
becaufe the female, which is now confidered merely as an 
inftrum«nt of labour, and the objeft of luft, will then be 
refpefted ; for from the moment the abolition pafTes, it be- 
comes the intereft of the planter to encourage marriages, 
(the moft effe6lual check to licentioufncl's) and to remedy 
thofe circumftances which corrupt the minds and deftroy 
the health of the flaves. 

** With this view, therefore, I am of opinion, that the 
immediate abolition is the only means by which general 
good treatment can be produced. We know, by experi- 
ence, if we frame laws to be executed in the Weft Indies, 
how imperfecSt will be their fulfilment. We know alfo 
how little willing the planters are to take warning on this 
fubje6b ; and that it is only by immediate abolition that wc 
can induce them to change their treatment of their 
dependents. 

" This meafure is alfo neceflary before we can even be- 
gin to pay the great debt which we owe to Africa ; and 
in which we ought to admit of no delay. But until we 
put an end to the importation of flaves into our Weft India 
iflands, there can exift no hope of African civilization. 
By this change of fyftem, however, we may look for the 
entrance of civilization even into the recefles of Africa. By 
the abolition, the miferies fufi^ered in the Weft Indies will 
be alleviated, and thofe cruelties which are pradiced in 
the middle paflage, which no regulation can reach, will 
he concluded. I do therefore hope, that this Houfe will 

not 
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wot untieceflarily delay for a fingle moment the palfing of 
this bill. 

" Of my honourable friend oppofite (Mr. .Wilier- 
force) I will fay nothing. His praifes have been fpoken 
by a tongue more eloquent than mine. I can only leave 
him to the gratification he mufl receive from the comple- 
tion of fuch a work as this ; and if he fhould alfo fucceed 
in beftowing civilization on the great Continent of Africa, 
hiftory will have to record one of the greateft benefits that 
•was ever conferred by any individual." 

• ^ 

General Gascoicne. — " It is impoffible for me to fol- 
low all the arguments which have been adduced this night, 
but I nftay venture to fay, that they have been oiften re- 
futed, although they are now repeated. 

** In carrying this meafure into execution, it has been 
faid, that we do nothing more than fulfil what was deter- 
mined on by a former parliament. L-ut if we are bound 
by that parliament, with equal propriety we are bound by 
all former parliaments. This Houfe, on former occa- 
fions, refolved both ways, in terms equally ftrong. In 
1796 there were refolutions as determinate for the abo- 
lition, as any which have fince pafled. 

" Where is the ufe," it is aflced, " of fending out 
commiffioners to the Weft Indies ?" Sir, if the honourable 
gentleman (Mr. Wilberforce) fuppofed to be fo much 
diftinguilhed for his knowledge, and certainly pre-eminent 
for his zeal on this fubje£l:, would undertake fuch an ex- 
pedition to accomplifh the great obje£l he wiihes to 
attain, we fhould. Sir, have all the information you can 
wifh, and we might proceed in future alterations with 
advantage and efFeft. 

** The prefent meafure, in my opinion, is wholly un- 
neceflary. The a£^ of laft year, to prevent new {hips 
from entering into the trade, would have abolifhed it in a 
few years, and this may ftiew that I do not oppofe all the 
modes of abolition. 

" If in the meafure of the reftri6bion on fliipping, it 
were to hav-e been a condition, not to have tranferred the 
ownerfliip from one to another, and that there fhould be 
no hereditary right of carrying on the trade, it would 
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bave eBsdted in a fliort time, all the objeds of this bilt. 
If I have not had the good fuccefs of proving that would 
be the efFe£b, I muft candidly fay, that it was not mv 
opinion that the Slave Trade ought to laft for ever. I 
am of opinion, that the Slave Trade ihou)d be abolifted, 
but becaufe I am fo, vn I neceffarily to think that this if 
the precifc mode and time in which it ought to be done ? 
However expedient it may be to abolifli the trade, the 
mode in which it is to be efFefted is a fubjeft of grave 
confideration, and it is not merely the refolutions which 
have been pafTed that it fhould be abolifhedy that can juf- 
tify any means that have been propofcd to effeft that db- 
yd^> The mode is a feparate and diftinA confideration, 
and had a giadual abolition been reforted to, which wa» 
long fmce propofcd, it wotild have terminated in 17961- 
iflftead of being under a difcuflion in the year 1807. 

•* The noble Lord* (Henry Petty) on the oppofite 
fide of the Houfe, doubts if tl>e circum fiances attending; 
this traffic were prefcnted to the pure and upright mind 
of Mr. Locke, and if they had been, the noble Lordf 
fays that Mr. Locke would not have entertained the 
opinions he did. The noble Lord means to fay that Mr. 
Locke knew nothing of the facts, and if tliat refpe6lable 
pcrfon was miftaken, perhaps the noble Lord will admit 
that it may be poffible he is miftaken alfo3 and to confirm 
him in fuch a fuppofition, I will obferve to him, that the 
evideiice before the noble Lord is incomplete, and is not 
that which (hould guide his judgment in the prefent 
qu eft ion. 

f^ With refpeft to the middle paflTage, I have heard a- 
great deal faid about robbery, murder, and the like, yet 
this is an old ftory, and we have heard it roundly aiTerted 
lately by more than one honourable member, that the 
fame cruelties are not now practiced which exifted here- 
tofore. I will venture to fay, that neither the one noble 
Lord (Howick) nor the other noble Lord (Petty) on 
the bench with him, have produced a (ingle inftance to 
fliew, that fuch cruelties were committed, hi my own 
•pinion, Sir, they would have been ready to offer them 
if they could, but though they applied the terms robbery 
and murder very freely, yet they gave us no proof. 

" With 



C 191 ) 

^' With refpeA 1:6 the argument of the honottmhle^aind 
learned ^gentleman, (the Solicitor General) if it had any 
application at all, it went to the extent of the total enKU>- 
cipation of the Haves. Of the improper treatment of the& 
perfons when they are in the Weft Indies, he faid a great 
deal> and notwithftanding he told you of a great variety of 
borfors which might fre&ze the foul, he did not adduce one 
inftance of cruelty which came to his knowledge in the 
middle paflage. 

** There is another thing with refpeft to this bill that 
deferves particular regard. Although it may prevent the 
enormities perpetrated in Africa, it does not, advance ontf 
ftep to prevent fimilar pradkices in the Weft Indies. Thofe 
who are born under the Britifh government, and under the 
prote£bion of the Britifh legiflature, may be feparate^ 
from their families, and transferred from one ifland to 
another, without remorfe or coniideration. Arc the prin- 
ciples of humanity then to be confined to the Continent of 
\Africa ? Did the noble Lord mean to fay, that what was 
•unjuft in Africa was juft in the Weft -Indies, or that dif- 
Cerent maxims of equity were to be obferved in the one 
fitualion and in the other ? How can he vindicate his con?- 
ducing to the liberty of the one, and to the fervitude of the 
other r Is any time to be limited for the continuance of 
this flavery, or is it the intention to majoe the flaves 
work with thofe who are to have their fervioe terminated 
in feven years, or any given period ? Upon what princi- 
ple could you tell one of thefe men, *' You, whofc aii- 
^eftors have become flaves to Britain, you are to con- 
tinue in flavery for ever, but with refpeft to this man 
.now brought here, there is a diftindlion to be made ; he 
is in feven years to be free, and in the interval, he is 
only bound upon certain conditions ; and he is fiot to 
fubmit to all the ordinary difficulties of labour which you 
ntuft endure." The noble Lord has made a material 
diftiii£iion between a child born under the guardianfhip 
of the -Britifli legiflature, and one who receives its nativity 
on the coaft of Africa. The one is liable to be .tran^ 
ported to different iflands, is liable, at the will of his pro- 
prietot to be put up to public fale ; but no African is 
hereafter to be.e^pofed to any of thefe Ctuations. 
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'' As to the middle pafTage, let the hoble Lord move 
for the returns, and he will be fatisfied of his miftake. 
Is the noble Lord aware, that in order to encourage a vigi- 
lant attention to the health of the negroes, a bounty is 
given to every furgeon where three only out of a hundred 
die? 

" But it is not on this fubjedl alone that they have 
withheld the evidence. Is it not within the knowledge of 
the Houfe, that there is no good reafon aiBgned for not * 
receiving the fatisfaftory evidence of the two laft go- 
vernors of Jamaica ? The reafon they give is, that they 
Icnow from previous information, that fuch evidence was 
not exadily what they wanted to produce to the Houfe ; 
and the truth is, that they would willingly have it ex- 
cluded from the Houfe. The noble Lord (Howick) very 
well knows, that it was propofed at a time when it would 
not have intruded upon the valuable time of the Houfe, 
and he knows as well, that had, the evidence been pro- 
duced, he would have been unfortunately deprived of 
many of his moil powerful arguments. There were 
arguments adduced by him, which to men of informa- 
tion, were utterly nugatory, and which the noble Lord 
would have certainly excluded, if he had been poifefled 
of all the information neceflary on fuch an occafion. 

** There was another argument ufed by a noble Lord 
with regard to the difproportion of the fexes,and conne^ied 
with the moral happineis of man ; and he faid, as I have 
before intimated, that the difproportion is not fo great as 
has been reprefented, and he thought the beft way to pre- 
vent bad confequcnces would be, to inculcate moral ideas^ 
and to promote marriage. There appears to me a conGder- 
able difficulty in this cafe, of which the noble Lord is not 
apprized. There is a fort of polygamy allowed on the coaft 
of Africa, in confequence of which, females are not fo 
eafily obtained as may be fuppofed, and whatever may be 
the comparative price in the Weft Indies between the 
males and females, they fell for the fame price upon the 
coaft. 

" On this fubje£l, you muft confider a variety of bthcr 
matters. Men do not go over to the Weft Indies either for 
mere falaries, or on fpeculations of remote profit ^ they 

thieTefore, 
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tl^fl«f<lf)e» do not w^nt female flaves with the vk^ to 
emolument from the labours of a new generation^ but they 
want males, able bodied, in or4er to do their work, and to 
clear the road to immediate wealth. Notwithftanding 
the plaufible argument employed in favour of this amend* 
ment, under the expectation of reftoring the equipoife of 
the fexes, I am very much afraid that females cannot be 
procured, and therefore I think that the honourably 
Baronet (Sir Charles Pole) would not fucceed in this 
obje& of his meafure. 

'^ Whilft there is this difproportion in the fexes, the 
means cannot be acquired by which the cultivation oif the 
colonies muft be fuppdrted ; and we fhall find much dif« 
iaclination in the planters, to reftore that proportion of 
the fexes, on which the maintenance of the black popular 
tion muft ultimately depend. Numbers of them will not 
look beyond a period of fix or feven years, and few indeed 
will be attentive to the advantages that fliall accrue to 
their ppfterity. 

** Under all thefe circumftances then, what have you . 
to txfe£t from your immediate abolition ? If any thing I 
have ftated be accurate, there will be a tedudion of me 
population, and a diminution of the culture* 

^ On the whole. Sir, although certainly, I do not 
mean to ohjeGt to the honourable Baronet's motion, yet I 
4o think, that without fome modification, that motion 
will not be effefiual ; and I will venture to affirm, that 
ufdefs there be fome mode of getting the approbation of 
the colonies, there is no bill this Houfe can ena£l, that 
'will carrv this favourite meafure into execution. All the 
ttkSt 01 the bill will be, givmg up a trade which has 
llitherto been beneficial and lucrative, and likewife, a 
material advantage to the refources of the country j and 
although we may moft of us agree, that in point of juftica 
and humanity the trade ihould be aboli(hed, it is a matter 
of grave conuderation as to the mode in which it ihould be 
effaced ; and you (hould take care, that whil^ you faith* 
fully difduurge your duty to the Africans, you do no injuf« 
tice to thofe who have a&ed under your own autbonty ; 
tmd above all, that you do not add infult to injury. Dq 
«0t bj to tfaemt at the fame tilme when yo«i ecoiSt what 
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yon &eem eflential to the prefervation of thi^ cdloidl^^ 
*' We confider you as perpetrators of a As of itijuftice and 
ixdiumtaity, altnough we hate ourfelves counteiuniced 
and eneouraged thdfe pradiic^s." When we come t& 
confider feparately die preamble of the bill, I (hall take ' 
the nberty of again trelpaffing upon your time) but upon 
this particular claufe, it was not my intention to ha? e in- 
truded upon you at any length.** 

Mr. Canning. — ^ Sir, I fliall' confine myfelf in what • 
I have' to* ofier, ftridly to the queftion before the Houfe, 
the motion of the honourable Baronet, for prolonging the 
time for the Abolition of the Slave Trade ; and in thus 
reftri&itlg myfelf, I am far from iniinuaiing any Uame 
to diofe gentlemen who have tak^n a wider range. I- 
atn tempted thus to confine myfelf^ becaufe during the 
time I have had the honour to occupy a feat in this^ 
Houfe, I have had many <^portunities of expreffing my 
opinion on the general queftion, fo that I can have little ' 
of nothing to add upotl this occafion; I was there- 
fore verv willing and very glad to leave the queftion in 
.ikt handfs-^ other perfons. But, Sir» the motion of the 
honourablie Baronet is not directed to that point alone,, 
fdf about the queftion of the abolition of the SlaveTiiaae, 
t&ete no longer i^emains a difiFerence of opinion ; and we 
ai^ ihet htt^^not to difcufs that queftion, but the means, 
itnd the moft proper means, for efieding it. Thi» is the* 
queftion to which the honourable Baronet brings us by 
his propofition. The gallant Admiral ftated, that a 
longer time appeared to him necefiary for three diftindl^ 
reafons; aj^plyidg feverally to the Continent of Afirica,. 
to the Weft Indies, and to the intereftef this country in 
the Slave Trade. 

«* With refpea to the Coaft of Africa, I think that^ 
the honourable Baronet has made ufc of very e^traordi*: 
i^ary reafoning $ for he faid, that he did not' wifli the' 
Siave*Trade to ceafe entirely, becaufe the Contiliuation of 
it was necefiary, that an equality of Ae fezes might be 
created in the Weft Indies. Tlie anfwer to this has 
keen given— -exceifive importations of females are not 
to be procuied. But at a^^lied to Africa thevt js Av$ 
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fiabknefe of the traffic* found their arguments on this 
'^grdundf lh:|t the ilaves are obtained by Juflifiabie meant. 
what {hall we think of tlie reafon of the law, u4ug)i 
confines Africa to procure vi&ims only of the female 
lex ) which fays,' that the five years crimes which are to 
be punished with flavery fliall be committed only by tl^ 
weaker fex, while the flronger fliall be free from crimef, 
or at leaft from punifliment^ * 

. *^ He comes next, Sir, to the Weft Indies, and there 
tOQ he claims, on the part of the planters in qur iflandc, 
dut a longer time fliould be given to them, that they 
-may prepare themfelves againft £he abolition. ^ 
lionourable Gentleman concluded his fpeech this eveur 
ing with this' fentiment, that he would rather the bill 
befpre the Houfe fliould be loft altogether, than that ^ 
•limltatioa in point of time (hould be made. I am pn^ 
rifely df the fame opinion. - i{ there were to be a iki^ 
applied, I. have notj or ever fkkli have, thf leaft he£k 
tation in declaring, that I would rather that the meafurf 
tfhould at prefent fail altogether/ * , . . * 

'* There are two grounds on which the honourabif 
Bironet claims the delay, f irft, he claims it as a wamr ' 
ing to the Weft India planters. A warning of an tnzSt^ 
ment which any man, looking to the proceedings of thif 
Hpufe for the laft twenty years, might have been pra^ 
pared fon 

^* There b. Sir, another ground on which die gallant 
Admiral demands time of the Houfe i he thinks Uiac ii} 
the fpace of five years, a cQiifiderable improvement ipay 
lake place, by means of regulations in the luands, for ame-v 
liorating the condition 4)f the (laves.. I wifli nothing more 
than to avoid, on the whole of this fubje£i, making ufe 
<rf invidious arguments \ and now that I think the viciory 
ma the part of the fupporters of this bill is no longer 
doubtful, I would leaft of all utter a word which mignt 
-n any point of view be confidered infulting \ but I cannot 
flii^t my eyes againft what is the known tk(k. The im* 
provement which the sallant Admiral anticipates while 
the trade continues, is hopdi&r-JBut abolifli it, and I muft 
coiitendj.tfaat inttreft will then induce the planters to alter 
> a B 2 ^««^ 



( 196 ) 

their conduft. If on this ground you poftpone the abo- 
lition for five years, you will find at the end of five years, 
that precifely the fame reafons will exift for a furdict 
poftponement. To give five years therefore is to make 
mn indefinite extenGon of the trade. 

^* Sir, there is one other point which the gallant Adflairal 
has thought fit to date. He faid, that if you abandon the 
trade, it will immediately fall into the hands of oifr 
enemies j whereas, if you give due warning of the abo^ 
lition, the traffic will efcape that fate. Upon this point 
I rather think that the honourable Baronet left his vaft 
incomplete, and that h6 had fome argument to adduce ki 
fupport of it, which he omitted to ftate. Now, as to out 
enemies, at lead I think We could apply our maritime 
force to prevent their fucceeding to the trade we have 
abandoned : but if we mean gravely to give notice that at 
the end of five years we (hall reunquifli the trade, we 
may be then found not at war, but at peace with all the 
world, and other nations may be in a ftate immediately 
to take it up. 

'* On every ground, therefore, there can be no doubt 
tefpedins the propriety of an immediate abolition. The 
only choice is^ either to adopt the meafure as it now 
ftands before the Houfe, or to make up our minds to re- 
ject; it altogether. Into the general argument I will not 
enter, becaufe I am convinced, that to it there is nothing 
new to be added. A queftion of the greateft importance 
has now been fet at reft. The vi6:ory is won ; and in 
that ftate it becomes the Houfe, and the Government of 
this country, to do every thing in their power to recon- 
cile thofe who were antasonifts to the meafure. It is 
their bufinefs to foften ramer than to irritate them ; and 
when this zSt fhall have pafled, I am fure I need not fay 
that it will be our duty to avoid what may be harih ana 
Vnreafonable ; yet at me fame time it will be our dut^ 
to fee that the a& is carried into effeSt. And it wiU* 
be a confolation to me» that the planters will find, that 
their intcteft, when it is largely confidered, is on the 
fiune fide^ as humanity to mankind and the world.'' 

Mr. Stambops. 
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Mr. Stanhope .~** If w^ do liot pafs the preftnt bfil, 
we never fhall pafs a bill for the abolition of the Slave 
Trade. This meafure is propofed after feventeen years 
confideration, and the Houfe having fufiered nwlny in- 
terruptions, has at laft come to a fourfd conclufion, and 
left the paroxifm ihould return, I am for taking advan- 
tage of tile lucid interval. I have fupported this queftion 
ever fince it was introduced, but it has always been until 
this moment with fome fecret feeling, that it was much 
eafier to pafs the bill than to enforce it. ButI now think 
that there is a mod fortunate coincidence in the time and 
circumftances. The Srench cannot cany on the tfade 
during the war ; there is a concurrence m the meafui^ 
on the part of America, and there is hardly a nation in 
Europe which can carry it on. On that account I am 
peculiarly folicitous to give effeGt to the n»afure at tlhM 
particular time.'' — 

Mr. Bathurst. — " I fliall not trefpafs at any length 
on the time of the Houfe, but confidering the part I took 
the other night in the debate, I owe it in juftice to my^ 
felf to fay a few words. 

" In anfwer to my noble friend {Lord Henry Pettt) 
in refpe^ to the compairative obfervations he makes, as 
to the immediate and the gradual abolition, it may be 
j&id, that he proceeds upon the afiumption that it is in 
your power immediately to abolifli the*tradei an aflump* 
tion which is not well founded. I do not mean that you 
cannot enad a law, but I do mean, that enzQt what laws 
yon pteafe, you have it not in your power to produce the 
inftantaneous efFe£b you contemplate. Is it praflicabley 
or is it not, is the queftion between the noble Lord and 
me. Can he fatisfv me, that what is capable of beinff 
the ftibjed of legiilation, muft neceflarily be capable of 
being reduced into pra£iice ? My doubts arife from this 
fonrce, and I fay, that without fome concurrence of the 
Weft India planters moft interefted in the queftion, all 
your legiflative provifions muft be infufficient. 

^ With refpeft to the population, what are the fenti* 

ments we ought* to entertain ? A humane and enlightened 

proprietor has told youj tliat he has found in lus ovm 

-■ cafit 
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. cafe it is impof&ble to prefeiT» the p o pria tion, tftd it 

. confirmation of what I have juft faid of the ineffideaej 

of laws, he tells you, that it is impoffible to prevent Uie 

importation of flayes by thofe who are defirous of obtao* 

in^ them. Then judging of others by the fituation of 

. this gentleman, they cannot, by the wft meatus in their 

{>ower to empby, keep up the population ; and I haye 
ikewife the fame teftimony for the allegation, that if it 
be the intereft of the planter to import, he will do fe. 
Tou may enaA prohibitions, but you cannot carry theft 
into eflfe^. 

*' I look upon this amendment as fixing a definilt 
period when I the trade will be abolifhed, but I wilh ft) 
conne£l with it, other auxiliary i^fieafures which wovU 
^raduaUy and eflhi^aUy diminifli the drain of flayee ficoei 
Africa. The definite period thus affigned would giye as 
affurance that the trade muft be aboliSied, and the wter« 
Vening meafures properly framed, weuld haye a progref- 
fiye, but a fure operation. By holding out thefe tws 
.points, a definite period, and a gradual abolition, yoa 
prefent the faireft profped^ of having the meafure accom- 
pliihed. 

;^ " It is faid, that if you do not adopt the projeA of die 
immediate abolition, you will never have the trade abo> 
iifhed at all. That was a good argument until now, that 
the bill has not originated with ourfelves, but comes te 
ms with the concurrence of the other Houfe. Now 
the principle of abolition is admitted by that branch of 
the legiilature, what was before a matter of great uncer- 
tainty, is now no longer doubtful. Hus argument then} 
however found it might be formerly, has at piefent no 
application. 

*^ I know,. Sir, that there is not the moft diftant hope 
that the meafure will be carried in tlie way I recommend, 
I am therefore only difcharging a painful duty in tfaii 
expofition of my opinions before the Committee. I have 
inefFedually reprefented that the abolition ought to take 
place by progreilively increafing duties, which muft ne- 
ceiTarily lead to the final extindion of the trade, yet il 
is faid, that it is better to kt the meafure take its cnallC9 

"at 
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If a future tnie» than to adopt mj of lfa« imtedlnents ^ 
fuggeftcd. . 

<< I have been, as I think> perfe£bly confident in what 
Ihatve done ; and when I have oppofed the prefent bill^ 
I hove refifted only what appeals to me to be no abo- 
BtuMn at all, al&ough it is fuppofed to be fo. 
- ^ If this trade be againft the principles of juftice and 
Inunanity, it ought to ceafey and nobody will contend ,^ 
that forcing perfons from their native eountry under the . 
cireumftances which have been llatedi or even under any'' 
ciicumftanceSi is not wrong. Then I -fay, that if yoU' 
oannot.aboliih the trade immediately, you mud for a time 
lubmit to fome things inconfiftent with juftice, and per- 
haps {hocking to humanity; becaufe you cannot haftily 
get out of a trade fandiioned fo long by the laws and 
protedion of this country. I admit that I am injuring 
the Africans, but then I balance the grievance to the in- 
habitants of Africa, with the advantage to the planters 
and to the colonies } and I am forced to admits that for 
die fake of permanent good, I axh obliged to commit an 

€viL 

•* But how is this confident with what is dated by an* 

honourable member, who fays, **If you want equality of 

texts, what have you been about for the lad twenty years ^ 

Ton have had full and fufircient notice ; you knew that 

the feies were unequal ; why have you not done wdiat is^ 

fteceflary to remove this difproportion ?'' That obfervatioa 

leads me to the lad point on which I (hall trouble the^ 

committee. The planters cannot be confidered in ani 

fenfe aa having had a warning of the purpofe of the legif- 

hiture until the prefent moment, and until they have fu< 

warning, they cannot fiurely be confidered as having had 

£jdl and fufficient notice. The information to them with 

lefped to the defigns of this Houfe only, the other being 

fuppofed to be againd the meafure, was nothing. I fay 

then, that the parties 4iad not a fufficient notice to pro«^ 

Tide for their own fecurity^ that they had no competent 

notice to increafe the importation of females,, or to ame-^ 

Itoral^ the condition of the flaves with the view to the 

permanent benefit of their edates by augmenting the 

laeant of population. 
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<< The& are the prindpleft I ha^ thcniglit it n^ duty to I ti 
ftate^ but certainly without the finaUeft hope of fuccels." fi 

■ In 

Mr. Barham (to explain}.—^ I have faid^ Sir* that it jtl 
frould not have been in our pawer> fbmc time s^o» to c 
prevent the importation of the ilaves. At diis time I 1 
think it isperfedJy in our power. In a former time I be- ' 
lieve it was not, and therefore I voted againft the abo- 
Uxion. Circumftaiices having changed^ I have certainly 
voted generally for the abolition. The right honourable 
gentleman (Mr. Bathurst) has. mifunderftood me in 
another point, when he fuppofed me to lay, that the 
iilands could not maintain their population. I did not fay 
that, but only that their not increafing is not a fair oi- 
terion of good treatment. There could not be a more 
fatal propoiition made than that of poftponing- the abo- 
lition of the trade ^ for it would only be aggravating its 
mifery. All the arguments recommend that we ihould 
abolim it now, and miving begun the meafure, let us ac- 
complilh it. Sir, I wifli to flate another point. I never 
meant to aflert that I thought the abolition to be injurious 
to the interefts of the iflands. I conceived that tne abo- 
lition was efTential to their very exiftence, and that it 
would promote their general profperity. There are, how- 
ever, many cafes where it will produce abfolute ruin to 
individuals. Sir, when we come to the confideration of 
the preamble of this bill, I (hall feel it my duty again to 
exprefs ray opinion upon the fubjeft.** 

Mr. Percival.— " I wifh to make a few dbfervations 
on the fpeech of my right honourable friend oppofite to 
me, (Mr. Bathurst.) 

^* My right honourable friend fays, that he does not 
vote for the immediate abolition, becaufe, in |ruth and 
fa£l, it would be np abolition, and the trs^de wotUd be 
continued in oppofition to any of our legiflative regv3a-» 
lions. Why then objed, if tne immediate abolition w3l 
not dimiiiifh the trade ? The traffic will go on as before 
on his principle, and there will be no maflacrei' on the 
African coaft, and none of thofe fanguinary confequences 
he apprehends* So he fays, that if you will abcdifh the 
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. » • ■ ■ 

trade on your ftatute booksi you will not present the * 
fupply in die interior of the iflands. So that there it ■ 
really no ground of alarm according to his own account in 
themeafure; it Will neither have any effeSt upon the^ 
ooaft of Africa, nor upon the colonies, and thofe who* 
•wifh to continue the trade ought to be averfe to this 
amendment for a delay of five years, fince my right 
honourable friend fays, that with fuch procraftinatjon it 
would be efiediually abolifhed. The prefent bill can be 
of no injury either to the fhip owner, planter, or mer-' 
.chant, becaufe if this reafoning be true, it muft be abfo« 
lately inefficient and nugatory. 

** But my right honourable friend fays, that you cannot 
abolifh the trade ; you can do fo five years hence, biit he 
tells you, that you cannot do fo now. Why not imme- 
diately?, becaufe, fays he, the internal legiflatures will 
not be concurrent with you, and you can do nothing 
•ffedual without their affiftance. Then he adds, if you 
will rive them a notice of five years, then they will coin- 
cide in your projed, and purfue the means conducive to 
the abolition. What fecurity is there of any fuch con- 
currence at the end of five or of fifty years ? Will not 
the fame interefts prevail ? Will not the fame difinclination 
c<mtinue to any diftant period ? If all the difficulties 
exift which my right honourable friend fuppofes, there 
muft be fomething peculiarly operative and commanding 
at the conclufion of thefe five years, which is referved 
for that favoured period, and no other. These are con- 
tradidiions unavoidably refulting from the arguments of 
my right honourable friend, which I leave to be recon- 
ciled by him, well aware of my total incapacity for fuch 
a purpofe. There is no reafon for imagining, according 
to my view of the fiibjed, that if you cannot prevent it 
now, you can five years hence. 

<< Then it has been faid by an honourable gentleman 
under the gallery, that while we command the^naviga-' 
tion. of the feas, we have the means of preventing the ' 
trade** This remark furnifhes another motive for the im- 
mediate abolition. If we wait five years hence, are we 
fare that the war will be continued fo that we can make 
ufe of our fuperiority at fea to enable us to aboHfh it ? I 
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think, then, this is a favourable moment to attain the ob* 
jcA \ when peace is reftored, you cannot do it. 

** My right honourable friexid faidy impofe large dodet 
upon tne importation of (laves, and mis will prevent 
their ;ntrodu^ion into ihe iflands, when a dire£k law to 
prohibit the importation will not have that tSk€tm But 
docs it not occur to every man, that it nmft be much 
more eafy for your (hips of war to ob(lni£l the importa* 
tio'i when the conunociltv Ihall be contraband throughout 
the wliole vuyaee from the coaft of Africa to the Weft 
Indies, than when it is only contraband the moment the 
flavcs land on tlie iflands, tlie duty not having been regu- 
larly difchargcd? It is aftonifliing to me, that fuch an 
argument can be employed, fo capable of immediate refu- 
tation. In the one cafe, they cannot fail a league from 
the coaft of Africa ; in the other, they may crofs the 
Atlantic, enter the Gulph of Mexico, and until the 
flavcs a£iually fct foot on the iilands not the leaft molefta- 
tion can be offered. This is a moft curious way in which 
my right honourable friend propofes to abolifh the trade* 

** 1 admit with the honourable member who fpoke un- 
der the gallery, that it would be better to rejed the bill 
intirely tlun to receive it with the amendment fupported 
by my right honourable friend. I would rejed it and 
take It with all the;rifks of future years. I would pro- 
pofe it next year, I would propofe it the following, I 
would propose it every fucceeding year if I were unfuc- 
cefsful, and I think I (hould have a bettei chance of 
accomplifliing my deiign, than if the queftion were fet at 
reft for five years in the manner now propofed. 

** If your argument be that you cannot abolifh the trade 
undl the popu&tion (hall be able to be maintained by the 
equalization of the fexes, I would aik, what reafon have 
you to fuppofe that the parties interefted will take the mea- 
fures neceflary to reftpre that equality in the interval you 
(hall dve them i Toil will tell them, that you will not 
abodim the trade while thisdifproporrion prevails, andean 
ypu fuppofe^ that the effe6t of fuch information will be, 
that they wUl produce that equalization in order to acce- 
lerate the aboiition thev dread ? The truth is, that if von 
poftpone die time for me abolition in the way now iiig- 

gefted. 
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gefted, aH you do it to fectire its contiAuan^ fidf fNk 
years, but you do nothing towards producing a fituation 16 
enable you to abolifh it at the end or that time. 

•* If the trade be not fo effedhially ](>ut down as we hope 
it mav be, I fay proceed with the bill, and we will takfc 
our chance.' We do, at lead, locally abolifh it} and 9F 
this meafure be not fuccefsfui on the whole, we (hall ik 
the courfe of the five years be improving our hands at it, 
knd it win ht hard indeed, if in that interval we {haU not 
accomplifli our purpofej whereas, if we adopt thll 
amendment, we (hall at the end of five years be |U0; lA 
die ftate in which we are now. If the Houfe really in^ 
tend to abolifh the trade, let it be made illegal now, and 
this will fecure the greatefl probability of deftroyingk be^ 
fore the five years are elapfed. 

*' I have not before upon any occafion ofiefed to ad« 
drefs you on the fubjedl of this bill } I felt that thertf 
were many who were more eager than I was to exprefs 
their fentimcnts to the Houfe and to the public, but I could 
not avoid wifhing to attra6^ your attention, in order to 
ezprefi^ my opinions in anfwer to thofe flated by my right 
honourable friend, (Mr. Bathxtrst.) I am fully per-i 
fuadedt that anyapprehenfion of the impofhbility of car- 
^ rjing the meafure into effed, will be felt as flrongly at 
the end of five years, as it will now : I fhall endeavour, 
Aerefore, to avoid fuch a delay, by voting for the law 
bang rendered immediately operative.'' 

Mr. Bathurst to explain.-^** My honourable and- 
learned friend has confined himfelf to ftatW, that I 
meant to abolifh the trade five years h«nce. Tnis is not 
eorreA, the propofition was combined frith another, wjiich 
was that of impofing duties progre£Dvely increafing, which 
would have operated fooner, and diis suiditional meafure 
ought not to have been excluded in tbe confideration of 
my argument.** . 

Mr. WiLBERFORCE. — " I rife merely. Sir, to corre£l 
a fa£i which appears to have been miftaken. It was 
ftated by an honourable member oppofite to me, 
{^u Fuller) that the patemd eflate of another 
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£€nHetnin (Mr. Ward) under ptrticalar circumftancest 
and he then went oi) to ftate how contrary his fituation 



was." 



: Mr. Fuller (to explain.) — " I always underftood, that 
•the circumftances of that gentleman's eftate were extra- 
ordinary. As for me, I muft find fome means of obtain- 
ing negroes, or my eftate will be ruined.*' 

Mr. WitBERFORCB herd referred to one df the printed 
papers on the table, entitled, ^* The number of negroes in 
the pariih of St. Thomas in the Vale, with an account 
of the births and derths within a certain fpace of time^ 
takeii at an extraordinary veftry on November the 2d, 
^805," from which it appeared, that on Mr. Fuller's 
eftate of Knollis's, out of a hundred and feventy-eight 
negroes in the fpace of three years, there had b^ 
eighteen births, ten deaths, and none imported. 

• Mr. Fuller attempted to explain this circumftance, 
but the Houfe became impatient for the queftion, and 
ftrangers being ordered to withdraw, a diyifion took 
place, when there appeared 

Agaihft the amendment - . « 125 
For the amendment - * 17 

Majority - - 108 

The Chairman (Mr. Hobhouse) then proceeded to 
read the bill paragraph by paragraph. 

^ After a few words from Mr. Rose, Sir Charles Pole, 
and Lord Howick, it was agreed that the Chairman 

Mr^,HoBHons£) ihould report the bill with the amend- 
ments to the Houfe on Monday, 



a 

HOUSE OF COMMONS, 

MONDAY, i6th March, 1807. 



On the motion of Lord Henry Petty, the queftion 
Vas pnt from the chair, that the Bill, for the Abolition 
'of the Slave Trade, be read a third time. 

Mr. HiBBERT. — ** This being, moft likely, the lafl: 
time, I fhall have an opportunity of addreiling you on a 
fubjedi of great importance to the nation in general, as 
well as to individuals, I am not difpofed to neglect it^ 
although, after what has been expreiTed of the fenfe of 
the Houfe, I can feel no expe£tation of fuccefs. 
. '* It has been faid, with what corrednefs I 4eave the 
Houfe to decide, that we have had too much cool di£- 
cuffion upon the queftion. If there be a fubjeft, which, 
above all others, fliould demand temperate. deliberation, 
1 fhould have thought it would have been this enquiry;, 
involving fo many perfonal and national confiderations. 

*f Among the arguments in favour of the prefent bill, 
it was faid, that it would do more good than harm. 
There is, at lead, not much appearance of confidence in 
luch an obfervation, and we may be allowed to examine, 
whether the one or the other preponderate. 

** An honourable gentleman (Mr. Whitbread) fpoke 
of the fweeping defolation of hurricanes, to which the 
island of Jamaica, in which I am principally interefted, 
was frequently expofed, and in the enthufiafm with which 
his eloquence was infpired, he feemed to attribute thefe 
terrible calamities to the vifitation of an avenging God 
for the crimes perpetrated in the pi»fecution of the Slave 
Trade. Sir, there is much moral and much phyfical evil 
in the world, but it is fomewhat bold to hazard fuch an 
interpretation of the awful judgments of the Almighty* 
When a man is (Iruck fuddenly, as by the arm of an 
angel of death, in the commiffion of fome aft of atrocity, 
fuch an event may be received as a ferious leflbn to man- 
kind ; but when an affliftion of the extenfive nature re- 
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back and have a doubt of it ! To be fent out with all 
their prejudices againft the trade^ and to return home 
with a doubt ! Who were thefe men i They were Mr. 
Parke and Mr. Bruce ; Mr. Parke faw one end of 
Africa, and Mr. Bruce the other. I have before taken 
the liberty of mentioning, what were the opinions of 
Mr. Parke, and what were my notions of his fenti- 
ments. Mr. Edwards was the editor of the book he 
publiihed, and he was always a man fo much addi&ed to 
vacillation in his judgment, that we cannot at all tell 
how to draw any conclufions from him. This gentleman 
had a greater inare of genius than of wifdom, he had 
more of the rhetorican than of the logician. On matters 
of bufinefs, he was always in a ftate of vibration^ never 
fixed, never decifive. 

** Now when I mention one of the commentators upon 
Parke, I fhall name a man who has done honour to the 
age and country in which he lives ; who is read by all, 
and in the hands of every body. I did fay that I was 
ignorant whether Mr. Malthus were a friend to the 
Abolition of the Slave-Trade, or not. What does Mr. 
Malthus fay ? He fpeaks broadly of the inceflant in- 
terruptions to the progreffive population of Africa, and 
he tells you diftinftly, that until the rights of property 
fhall be afcertained and enforced, it will be in vain to 
look for greater happinefs among the natives of that con- 
tinent. But I fliall be told, that it is the Slave-Trade 
that prevents this. I fhall be glad to hear, if any re- 
fpedtable authority can be produced, which fays, that the 
Slave Trade is the caufe of the miferies of Africa, and 
of the wars there. With regard to the ancient authori- 
ties collefted from what was written before the Slave 
Trade began, I have heard the 7 th book of Leo Afri- 
canus, cited by an honourable member, who faid, that 
this author favoured his conibru£lion, and I am not fure 
that he will not find a paflage or two fcattered here and 
there, which may confirm his doSrine. But, Sir, look- 
ing at this work, what do we learn from it refpe&ing 
the condition of Africa at an early period ? Leo Afri- 
canus doqs ftate, that wars prevailed, both for the pur- 
poses of conqueft and plunder. He fays, that very great 
- -• cruelties 
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cruK?lties were practifed) that there was an open ave 
market, that the inhabitants were expofed to flile there, 
and that they were fold for the profit of the king. Fif- 
teen or twenty of them were given for one horfe ; horfes 
were the.objeft of this traffic, becaufc the prince who 
poflefTed moft horfes, was the moft powerful in war. 
With thefe extrafts, I leave the honourable gentleman to 
the full ufe of the few paragraphs he may find capable of 
bearing a different conftru6tion. 

*' But 1 will not purfue the path I travelled before. 
Whatever may have been advanced in the courfe of thefe 
debates, one faft is capable of inconteflible proof, that 
flavery has been praftifed for ages ; that there is no new 
evil in it in our own time, and in our own country. 

*^ If we were now to begin again to form communities^ 
and if it were aflced if flavery (hould form a clafs of 
fociety amongft us, I do not fay that I fhould be difpofed 
to permit it. If I were one in a committee formed to 
report upon fuch a fubjecSt, I would take the rights of 
man into my confideration, and vi^ould reflect on the 
inconvenience of fuch an order of perfons in a ftate of 
fociety under fettled laws. Unfortunately, this is not 
the condition of our colonies ; the (late of fociety is 
formed in our iflands ; they are cultivated and fupported 
by the labour of flaves. Yet the evil of the Slave rr?.c!s^ 
is not extenfively felt; the fupply is now limited; it is 
confined to our own colonies ; with the improvementSi 
adopted, it would be reduced to a trifle ; and the few v»^e 
fhould require would be of little difadvantage to Africa. 

** But it is faid, that flaves, to an indefinite number, 
are wanted for the purpofe of extendmg cultivation in 
the iflands. This may He the cafe with refpe£l to Trini- 
dad, and if it be fo, it might be eafily prevented, and 
fome Compenfation might be given to the parties for de- . 
priving them of the advantages they, might reafonably 
expedt to attain. This is not the fituation of the ifl^nd 
of Jamaica. Would they extend the cultivation when 
they are not getting a living price for their commodity .? - 

'^ When I was upon -this fubje6l: before, I adduced a 
few arguments, to which I believe fome attention wa*, 
given ; yet I have been a little mifunderftood. Tdidnot, 
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in the fpirit of extravagant reform, fay, that I tvduld put 
down lotteries and ale-houfes, but I faid, that if you 
carry the principle to the extreme, an extreme which I 
did not approve, you muft thus far extend your prohi- 
bition. But it is faid, ••* Why do you not put on your 
'* armour, and mount your rozinante ?" Sir, I do not 
afFe£l to redrefs the grievances of all mankind ; I do not 
want, by perfonal valour, to fupply the deficiencies of 
law ; but 1 wifh not to carry legillation, as is propofed in 
the prefent inftance, beyond its due bounds. 

" We compute that 15,000 perfons have been fwept 
from the earth by one of thofe tremendous efR)rts of 
nature frequent in that part of the world. Other caufes, 
not fo terrific, but equally fatal in thofe climates, are 
conflantly operating to deftroy life. The prefent projedl 
will prevent the fupplies for this wafte of exiftence^ and 
numrrous families muft be reduced to inevitable ruin. 
Are not thefe diftrelfes to be avoided ? 

" U»pon the fubje6l of the female po|)tilation I muft 
obferve, that it appears to me, the matter has not been 
underftood. One honourable gentleman ♦^riumphantly 
alkcd, " Have not the Weft India planters had notice of 
the intention of Parliament to abolifli the Slave Trade for 
20 years, and have no precautions yet been taken for the 
intrcd.iclion of an extraordinary niimbet of females ?" 
Sir, what ufc would not have been made of the fa£V^ if 
a fhip had gone to Africa exclufively fot females ? What 
f athetic descriptions fliould we have had of the miferies 
of the fofter fex ? What a multitude of crimes would have 
been forged to awaken the generous feniibilities of our 
ftature ? At Icaft from the aofence of this fa£t we have 
this advantage, -^e have miffed one topic of declamation* 
> ** We are unfairly dealt with> when an argument is 
. drawn from the affertion, that (laves are not under equal 
laws, and that fuch laws cannot be applied to the flaves. 
1 know that we cannot help the ftate of llavery, and I 
have intimated, that not laws but civilization is the beft 
remedy for the ^vils attendant upon it. But is it to be 
(aid, that there are no laws in fuch a condition of fo- 
^iety ; and when we declare that there are laws, and pro- 
duce ouif authorities^ are we to be confidently told, that 



they arc of no ufe ? Is it juft to lay Mi of aft obfoi^ 
ftatiite pafled 120 year« ago, (in ^ 1^88} to represent in 
"what a degraded ftate tjie swegroes ar< at this day ? 
But the produ<3ion of fiich aa t& will have this good 
eiFeft, to fljew that upon the Britiib ftatut^ books there 
are laws againft the negroes wliich are a difgrace to thie 
country, l know, Sir, that there are, ^qd I wifli that 
they were abrogated. The eftablifliment of wholefonae 
iaws^ however, do not always prevent crime s J »JU 
afraid. Sir, that in this country, where every man fliould 
be prote£ted by the beneficial effe<Ss of public inftitution, 
atrocities daily increafe 5 yet in the Weft Indies, where 
we are told there is no law, crimes are rare. This, Sir^ 
I throw out as a challenge for enquiry, and I will venture 
to afl'ert, that there are fewer crimes in one m-onth in tlic 
whole ifland of Jamaica, than there are in one weejk in 
the city of London. 

" It was faid by my honourable friend on the otln^r 
fide, and I was not furprifed at the aflertion, or at his 
Application of it to the Slave Trade ; " Now, a* leaft, 
it cannot be faid, that there is a deficiency of produce in 
this country, or that there is an immediate want of la>- 
bourers to increafe the future fupply." I will put a cafe 
that will be familiar. Now and then our great breweries, 
and other eftabliihments of the like nature, are unpro- 
duftive to their proprietors. The relief propofed to us, 
under the fuperabundaiJce of produce, is the fame as if 
-we were to propofe to tbeei, on fmch occafional and tetn^ 
porary ceffations of the advantages of their t^ade, to fell 
their drag horfcs, to difpofe of their implements, and to 
difcharge their fervants. Would this be an agreeable 
jinfwer to their complaint of the vici/Etudes of trade ? 

** What have the colonies done ? They harve fumiflied 
you with a large furplus of produce, which was what you 
wanted ; and becaufe we cannot fell it abroad, the prices 
are greatly reduced, to your benefit, and to our lofs. 
Rather than deprive .us of the means of future advantage, 
iliould you not now furniili us with temporary funds to 
relieve our embarrafTmeiits, and make the public, which 
d'^rives all the advantage, fuffor a portion of tlie lofs ? 

** And now let me put in a wojrd 9X two in favour of 

a D 2 ^'^ 
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the "Wefl-Indu merchants and planters. This order of 
•pcrfons have tlie/>;V/ tmter ormed as in other men, they 
arc anatomically the fame, they have feelings like thofe 
of their felluv.s, they are, in a fimilar degree, the 
creatures of aiTociatlon and hahit, and poflefs the fame 
moral and phylical endowments. Are they not entitled 
to the fame indulgence for their failings, and to the fame 
reward for their virtues ? And are their interefts to be fur- 
roicdered, and their hopes to be difappointed without 
mercy ? Sir, when you have torn out of the ftatute book 
thoiV foiemn acls of the legillature which have remained 
inviok-te for 150 years, we will pick up the fragments 
and take them to our houfes, in the confidence that we 
fl:all find our juflification in the a£ls of a Britifli Parlia- 
ment. But, Sir, we want no juflification ; let thofe 
•who legiflate enquire how fevere it is to blame thofe who 
are the mere inflruments of their pleafure, and to forget 
the hand by which the motion of the inllrument is di- 
rected. 

*' I have dated the bearing that the colonies have upon 

he maritime ilrength of the country ; but what I infill 

upon at this lime is, that you condemn the iflands to a 

ftate of inaclicn they never before experienced, and 

which muO: caufe their ruin. 

" When this meafure comes to affume the fubflantial 
form of aa aft of Icgiflation, then wc may have to la- 
. ment the e/Feft from its operation, under difi-erent cir- 
cumftanccs to thofe I have already explained. I think 
the difcuffi<5ii has continued for 20 years, but the fubjeft 
has never afiumcd before fuch a palpiible fliape. Much 
has been faid on the difcontcnts likely to refult from the 
dc'Iiberations in this Houfe during all that period ; but. 
Sir, it is i!Ot the difcuffion which can excite diiluibances, 
it is the ultimate dccifion, it is the act itfelf, from which 
the negro will learn what is his fituation in the eye of a 
Britidi- legillature. When he fees the a6l, then the im-^ 
preflion will be produced. I do not f^iy ih:iL wc fhali have 
nothing but blood and horror?, for I am not of a gloomy 
temper^ and my fears are not cnfilv alari^cd. I am, 
. however, told, that the infurrccth.ni ii^. St. Donilni^o v.a'i 
iatifcd by the debates in this iioufv;. Whcihcr it bii 
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correft or not, I catinot determine ; but it certainly wai . 
the opinion of the great mafs of the people of France that 
fuch was the caufe. I faw the accounts which were 
tranfmitted from the colonies,^and I am fure thenoble Lord 
^Howick) will admit, that he has not had his underi- 
ftanding infulted by detailed hiftories of infurre6tions that 
never exifted, or by aggravated reprefentations of the 
efFefis of fuch difcuflions in Parliament, to incite the 
negroes to break their chains on the heads of their op»- 
preiTors, 

*' I .will ftate another objeftion againft the bill, which 
IS admitted to be an obje6lion even by fome who favour 
the principle of it; for they have dillinftly faid, that if 
compenfation were not included in the meafure, they 
fliould difapprove it. I will inform thefe obje6^ors, that 
there is nothing of compenfation *comprifed in the bill, 
the queftion was flopped in limine, and there is no 
pledge, no intimation of what is to be done in this 
refpeft. 

" The fupporters of this bill, inftead of promoting^fuch 
a compenfation, prefent themfelvcs before us in a very 
different manner. They fay, " We are going to confer 
upon you an immenfe benefit, to which you are ftupid 
enough to be utterly infenfible." How graceful would 
it have been under fuch circumftances, without the 
chance of making any facrifice whatever, to have held 
out compenfation to allay our fears, and to fatisfy our 
hopes. 

" But, by another party, a different argument is em- 
ployed, and thefe fay we will not open the doors to 
fuch a claim ; the whole Britifli revenue would not 
anfwcr it. What, Sir, is it of that confequence that the 
whole Britifh revenue would not anfwer it, and is an 
interefl of this magnitude to be thus lightly and haftily 
dilpofed of .'^ Cannot you introduce a corapenfating claufe 
which will ftatc, in fome fatisfaftbry form, the claims 
of the parties. If you do not like paft claufes applied to 
fuch cafes, make a new one, and take care that it shall 
only include a61:ual loffcs. 

" When I began trade, if I had catiyaffed both Houfes 
pf Parliament, and had aflicd the n^qmber^ how I ihould 
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lay not my money moft beneficiaily to myfelf, and to my 
country, they would have faid, " Lend it to the Weft*- 
India colonies, ''and furnifh them with what will return 
to you a large furplus of profit, and to the (late a large 
furplus of revenue. We have fanftioned the trade by our 
ads, you may fecurely involve ail your property in it." 

** In the fame reign you arc reverfing the ilatutes that 
have been pafied, on which that fecurity is founded, and 
you are not holding out a folitary pledge of compen* 
fation. 

** One evil confequence will be, that you will dif- 
Courage the fpirit of adventure, becaufe you are removing 
the fafcguards neceflary to commercial fpeculation. 

" Contra<£lors may increafe while the revenue dimi# 
nifhcs ; but this is not the clafs of traders to which I 
refer : I allude to thofe who bring a fubftantial revenue 
to your treafury, and fuch muft neceffarily decreafe. 
Without confidence in the Icgiflature, it is impoffible that 
they can continue their commercial engagements. Here 
will be one inftance of a trade fan<^ioned by tlie higheft 
authority, which is haftily to be withdrawn from th« 
region of fpeculation, and all the reft may be fubjeded 
to the fame viciflitude. 

" An opinion was held out by an honourable Baronet, 
(Sir Philip Francis) whom I do not now fee in his 
place, and it was {o much in the extreme, that I fhall 
think it necefliiry to fay little regarding it. T think he 
had no reference to the African part of the queftion, and 
that he applied his remark exclufively to the fituation of 
Trinidad ; and he did fay, that all thofe who were par- 
takers of this deteftable traffic, oujht to be out of the 
protection of the law. The honourable Baronet made 
no diftinO:ion between creditors who had lent their money, 
or planters who dlre£ied their induftry to the culture of 
the iflands, but all that wcr-e concerned, either direO^ly or 
indire6lly, in the purchafe of a flave, were to be, ac- 
cording to the enthufinfm of his feelings, out of the pro- 
tection of the law. This, Sir, is not confiftent with my 
ideas of hurnaiuty or juilice. 

" I have only a word to fay more to thofe, of my 
friends^ who have ^eftates in thcfe gpkmiesj and who 
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iiffer from me in their opinion on this fubje£t. I am con- 
rinced that they fpeak with the fame franknefs that I do, 
whatever variation there may be in our mode of thinks 
' ing. It may be faid, that though the planters may be 
convinced oi the utility of this meafure, yet the merchants 
who receive their confignments will not be fo eafily fatis- 
fied. For my part I thijik that tftere would be no dif- 
ference, and that the friends of the abolition would have 
as inany converts in the one clafs as in the other. Will 
my honourable friends, who fupport this meafure, fay 
that they are out of the reach of all poflible lofs by this 
meafure ? I know that none of them have been mifled 
by flattery; but how do they feel under the charge made 
againft them by the abolitionifts i I confefs no crime, I 
acknowledge no error, and plead guiltlefs of every charge 
for my concern in this trade. Again, 1 aflc, where the 
friends of this bill mean to flop ? I aflc them to what ro- 
mantic projedls their zeal will condu6l them ? Do they 
mean that their decifion on this bill fhould put the quel- 
tion at reft ? Is there to be no further intrufion on the 
interefts of the Weft Indies ? Is not the alarm bell of 
hmovation to be inceflantly ringing in the ears of thefc 
unfortunate parties ? Have they not heard a nobleman of 
the higheft conne(9:ions announce fomething like his in- 
tention to efFe£l the emancipation of the flaves in the 
Weft Indies ? (alluding to a propofition of Lord Percy's.) 

'* Perhaps it would have been right to. have admitted 
this bill to proceed in filence, and to have allowed our 
property to be facrificed to the enthufiafm of the times. 
I am not, however, of opinion, that it would be fo, and 
I {hall not walk, as I may do through the empire, with my 
tag upon my back, without giving fome refiftance, however 
feeble and inefFeclual, to the caufe of my misfortunes. 

" If I have faid to-night what is rather the dictate of 
warmth and paflion, than of reafon and truth, I fliall 
be forry for it to-morrow ; and I hope the Houfe in its 
candour will contemplate it as the laft effort in favour of 
an expiring friend." ^^^ ^ 

" Sir Philip Francis. — " Sir, I believe no member 
•has a right to allude to any fpeecU which was made oh 
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a former night. I did never fay of think, that on the 
fcore of this tranfa6lion the merchants and proprietors in 
the trade were to be placed out of the prote£l:ion of the 
law : never did I utter fuch a thing. Now for what I 
did fay, and to which I adhere to this moment. I 
aflerted, that it was a queftion of compenfation for a 
fuppofed lofs, and that the claim was put in, in this ftage 
6f the proceeding, in order to bind parliament to make 
compenfation for future lofles ; and I do fay that I ijever 
-would become a party to bind the Houfe to that pro- 
pofition. My proportion was this, tliat no man engaged 
in trade or tranfa6tions of any kind, which the Houfe has 
declared to be contrary to humanity, juftice, and found 
policy, can have any claim on the legiflature of the coun- 
try for compenfation. There never can be a juft claim 
for compenfation for being deprived of the profits of any 
tranfadlions which have been declared of a nature con- 
trary to juilice, humanity, and -found policy. That is all 
I faid, and to that, as a general proposition, I adhere. 

** If you hinder me from doing fuch and fuch a thing 
which is criminal, am I to expefi that you will give me 
a compenfation for not continuing to pra6i:ife that crime? 
I ftated that as a general proportion, and I ftill adhere 
to it ; how far it applies to the cafe of the Weft India 
planters or merchants, I do not fay« 

" But the honourable gentleman introduced the cale 
of the ifland of Trinidad, and there I went a little fur- 
ther, for I admit that the other iflands might, perhaps, 
by pofTibility, have fome claim to compenfation, but I 
think that no right of that kind can apply to the people 
who have lately fettled in Trinidad 5 for whatever they 
engaged in has been with a certain knowledge of the pro- 
ceedings and intention of the Houfe ; they have not Jong 
placed themfclves tlrerc, and I think therefore that they 
_ are the lad of all who fhould come before the parliament 
of Great Britain.- Whatever they did, they could not 
pretend to fay there had been a long prefcription or con- 
nivance in favour of the trade, but on the contrary mod 
of their engagements and fchemes were entered into and 
undertaken fince the refolution was paiTed within thefe 
Vails, that at fuch a time the trade fliould be abolilheA 
- • ' And 
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'■And if they fliould be advifed to appear for compehfation, 
96 I do not think they will, I (hall think it a fuflicient 
anfwer to their claims to fay, that they did this at theit 
own peril, with their eyes open, and then the reply will 
be completed, by reading to them the refolution of th^ 
Houfe which was pafled. 

" Though, Sir, I would not admit the general claim 
for compenfation, I did not mean to give an /Univeiltti 

-iiegjitive to it, as there might be fome circun\ftances 
which might poffibly give rife to a well founded demand; 
when fucn a cafe iliall be made out, I fhall be found as 
teady as any man to give relief." 

Mr. Littleton. — " Sir, many admirable fpeeches 
have been made during the courfc of this debate ;-7* 

.fpeeches, which the warmeft feelings, and moft generous 
fentiments have prompted j and it is moft gratifying to 
obferve, by what great and commanding majorities the 
meafurc has been carried through every ftage. Under 

. fuch circumftances, I cannot but think that it would 

. argue the moft prefumptive conduft in me to prefent old 
arguments before employed, or by what I fhall fay per- 
haps ftrike out the recollection of that which has betti 
fo frequently and fo ably urged. A few of the principal 
arguments I will beg leave to mention, which appear to 
me to be conclufive on the point, I had hopes. Sir, 
.that it would have been agreed on all fides, that the Slave 
Trade was an enormous and intolerable burden ; but in- 
ftead of this we are told, that the condition of the n&. 
groes is moft enviable'. Such a propofition is too mori- 
llrous to be credited, and almoft too abfurd to be liftened 
to. Is it to be faid for a moment, that thofe who uri- 

.d^rgo the fevereft changes, and fuffer the moft miferable 
fervitude, are the happieft ? 

*^ I will not trefpafs upon the patience of the Houffs 
by adverting to fuch fubjefts, or by treating them With 
any thing" but contempt. When we have fuch ftate^ 
ments made, is it poflible that we fhould hefitate for a 
moment to deglate, that this trade is moft unjnft ; and - ' 
it will nei^r be a fubjeft of regret with me, that die pre* 
amble of the bill declares that it is fo. 
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** It 18, in the nature of things, ihipoiChle that we 
fhould make a compromife with the Weft India planters 
on this occafion. We know, Sir, that when We alt 
threatened by the dreadful confequences of which ho- 
. nourable members tell us, thefe are not derived from a 
ipirit of prophefy, but merely arife from the defire of 

£*ving oppofition to the meafure before the Houfe. To 
e, I confefs, the queftion appears to lie in a very fmall 
compafs, for it has been proved long ago, that the pO- 

Eulation of the iflands, in lome cafes, has not decrealed, 
ut increafed, and the only reafon for the decreafe is, that it 
has been the efFeft of tyranny; for the moft ungenial cli- 
mate never produced foch a diminution in any part of 
the world, and therefore we may fairly prefume, that it 
proceeds in the Weft Indies from hardfhip. 

** But we are threatened by thofe who have fpoken 
againft the bill with infurreftions in our colonies^ from 
the ftrong expreffions in its preamble. To that argument, 
Sir, a fufficient anfwer has already been given, Mudh 
has been faid likewife on the manner in which this quef- 
tion has been treated. We have been told that the fuhr 
. jefl: has been urged with great want of candour : although 
it has now been above twenty years under the confider- 
:ation of Parliament, yet they fay it has not been fuf- 
ficiently ftated. Another fubjed which has fallen under 
the oblervation of the oppofite fide, and which has becti 
cenfured by them in the ftrongeft terms is, the popular 
feeling J but I think it will be allowed by all parties, 
that there are cafes in which the popular feeling is 
to be confulted, for it feems to be implanted in the 
breafts of all mankind, for the beft of purpofes. It is 
that which leads them to (hake the unweildy pillars of 
an overgrown and oppreffive government, and to. under- 
mine the foundations by which a ftate of tyranny is fup- 
^ported. 

s, ** Under thefe impreffions, cannot eafily betieve diat 
xhe confequences fuppofed will a£bually take place, or 
•that they are in h& to be dreaded ; and I ftiall givfe 
my vote in favour of the abolition, while I ^o- fo, not 
doubting that the Legiflature has properly confidered the 
profperitf and welfare of the colonies ^ ibr it has been 
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Cprreaiy faid, that true happinefs dqjends not onl^rupon* 
t|ie pofleffion of enjoyment ourfelves, but alfo upon the 
dijffufion of it to others/' 

• Mr. Henrt Thornton. — " Having been, in fome 
degree, a fellow-labourer with my honourable friend 
(Mr. Wilberporce) in this great caufe, I am unwilling 
lo let the prefent bill proceed to its laft ftage without reif 
quelling permifBoo to trouble the Houfe upon tke fub- 
jedi ; and as I confider the fuccefs of the bill as fure, I 
Ihaii endeavour chiefly to touch on thofe topics on which- 
it ntay be moft ufeful to infift under our prefent circum- 
ftances. The honourable gentleman (Mr. Hibbert) 
whom I rofe to anfwcr, and to whom I would now more 
particularly addrefs myfelf, appears to me to have thrown 
together a few defultory remarks rather than to have dif* 
cuffed the leading chara£lers of the meafure. Whether 
Leo Africanus, in thofe writings which he left fome cen» 
turies ago, exprefled himfelf favoUrably or unfavourably 
s|S to the abolition of the Slave Trade, (a point on which 
I apprehend that little is to be faid on either fide) or 
whether even Mr. Parke was for or againft it, fs in my 
mind of no great importance. It furely becomes us who 
are legiilators to reafon indeed upon their fa£b, but to 
oxercife our own judgment. In this place, however, it 
occurs to me to remark, that in converiing, as I once 
did, with Mr. Parke, upon this fubjefl:, he obferved to 
me, that he conceived himfelf not called upon to treat of 
the morality of the trade in flaves in writing his book \ 
but that undoubtedly he confidered it as a queftion which 
could not bear a moment's argument on any ground| 
either of humanity or jufti^e. 

^^ I am fanguine enough, Sir, to expeft great good 
from this meafure both to Africa and to the Weft Indies* 
It will open, as the noble Lord (Lord Henry Petty) 
exprefTed it, the only nuide door to the civilization oi 
Airica,. and in my conception, it will, in the long run^ 
be fcarcely lefs ferviceable to the Weft Indies. And 
bere I would particularly addrefs myfelf to the Weft Indig 
gentlemen, for, though undoubtedly, I have been muck 
spore familiar with the African part of the queftion thai) 
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r:.ij ur.t It c.o::::cr.t •*:» r::iidgqE Weft Izk££ gesaz^e-! 
r:.*^ •-•:/ ^ zr:*'i:',*e •b'. -li Aer siraS sew iae id be iceri- 

flaex^jr*^, fiC j::/rj jdt:g -.-^ "^^g^ beDtfix* xntesded bjit. 

" la cz^es liiK: to cc^rl 122c tncja to Ae mczfcie, I 
^w:W i-k wbtther ccr irrenerracc sn ibeie im gre fis of the 
Wen in: ^-: co^r^x^s :s not jufnfeti bjr tLc £use gicitaod 
STTj-ef 2! princ pitrs v'nich ieads ns to pivride fer the t^'d- 
£kre of «il ciiT izrrizn pi^aur&QS arsii e&ab'iiluiiencs. 
Vt'e are a coontrT wlidi ftir-ds cppoiicd to a great cond- 
Sv^jtki pov.-'.r, and we imiii h^titc tne hope of forming a 
balance a^Li:.ft th^t pcvtr chief t xnxn xbc fkreisgth of 
cur cok>nif:S» We cught thes to p]zce our oclonies on a 
ibotiog of the ptzuA pofilbie fecGiity and permanence. 
In the infancy of colonLil fertiements, many an eril inci- 
dent to them efcapes our obrenration, bat when they 
gtow ccmMtrdhiir thofr evils abb encreafe, and our atten- 
tion 16 naturally awaL-^nexl It has accordingly happened, 
that in the £aft Indies, wh7re great abufes at one time 
prevailed 9 rery importune reforms have been eftabliQied. 
We have lately rendered permanent the rights to the foil 
enjoyed by the native Zemindar or land owner. We 
have fixed the utmoit amount of his land-tax or rent. 
We have add'.d roguiations in favour of the native 
labourer or cuitivator, with the view of fecuring him 
from thf? oppreilion of his immediate fuperior. We have 
alfo eftabiinied a purer adminiftration of juftice. By thus 
improving the happinefs of the natives of thofe extenfive 
territories, which is undoubtc<^ly our great and paramount 
duty as a prcfiding legiflature, we have both added to the 
fecurity ox thofe poiieliions, and have improved our tide 
to them. 

** In Ireland alfo we have endeavoured and are endea* 
vouring (it matters little to the prefent queftion with 
what degree of wifdom or fuccefs) to improve the condi- 
tion of the great mafs of the population, and thus to add 
to the ftrength of the empire. In our own country too^j 
an honourable gentleman of weight and refped^ability, 
(Mr. Whitbkbad) 18 fuggefting meafures iKot only for 
/. . . ' ^ ' V^ 
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(he amendment of our poor laws, but for the general ele» 
VAtion of the charader of our common people. Can 
then the Weft India gentlemen be furprized if parliament 
(hould have an eye to the ftate alfo of foctety in the 
W^ft Indies. Will they (ay that the fvAem is there fo 
perfe£b, that the due gradations of rans are fo well eftar 
Uifhed, that the principles recommended by the beft 
writers on political occotiomy are fo exemplified, and die- 
happinefs of the great mafs of the population (the obje£3; 
which, as I faid before, oueht ever to be the primary coiw 
fideration of a legiflature) is fo effedlually provided for, 
that nothing remains to be done m this refpe^ in out* 
Weft India fettlements. 

** I will proceed to touch briefly on a few of the lead*^ 
ing chara^ers of the prefent Weft Indian flavery. I 
agree generally with the honourable gentleman behind 
me, (Mr. Littleton) that it is a fyftem probably mora 
frvere than ever before prevailed in any part of the known 
world. I wifli, however, to enter into fome detail of 
fads in fupport of this general afTertion, and to join iflue 
with Welt Indian gentlemen on this particular fubjed* 
And firft, Sir, I would remark that the Weft Indian 
Have is called to his labour an hour before funrife. 
which he leaves an hour after funfet, having an inter* 
▼al, as I underftand, of only about two hours refpite 
for his meals, and that he has no exemption from the 
liecelEty of labouring on Sundays; and that in crop 
tune, which occupies a large portion of the year, hi$ 
hours of labour are confiderably more, four or five hourt 
only being allowed for fleep during much of this period* 
The frame of man does not allow of a degree of labour 
fttch as this in tropical climates. There the earth readily 

Jrields its produce^ but the human body i$ incapable of the 
ame exertion as in colder countries. 
. '^ The next circumftance which I {hall ftate will ferve 
to confirm the truth of the preceding remark. The Weft 
Indian flave tusrks under tie whip. I wifti that fome gen- 
tleman acquainted with the Weft Indies would furnifh us 
with an accurate defcription of the meaning of this term. 
I underftand by it^ that a black perfon attends every gang 
pf negroes in t^ fieldj having a larse whip not lefs 
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powerful than our cart whip, either in his hand or coiled 
round his neck, to the occasional ftroke of which whip 
all the working flaves are fubjedl. Old and young, males 
and females, girls of a fomewhat tender age^ and women 
in a (late of pregnancy, with the exception, indeed, as I 
have underftood, of commonly two months freedom from- 
field labour antecedently to their delivery, but of only 
one month's exemption in the cafe of the flaves of an 
honourable gentleman (Mr. Fullfr, who mentioned 
this exemption of one month granted to his pregnant 
(laves in proof of the peculiar humanity of his particular 
fyftem. I do not fay that this whip is conftanlly or even 
frequently applied. I affirm, however, that all are liaUt 
to it. The cattle in this country which are worked under 
the whip do not neceflarily feel it. Much depends on the 
temper of the perfon having command over them. So is 
it with the flaves in the Weft Indies. What I aflert is, 
that they occafionally feel the whip, that it is allowed tQ 
be employed at the direftion of the mere driver, in order 
to quicken diligence, and is not reforted to merely in the 
way of puniihment after an offence committed and regu* 
larly heard and decided upon by the white overfeer of th^ 
cftate. Now, is this the cafe. Sir, or has it ever been thQ 
cafe under any other fpecies of flavery ? Is it the cafe in 
Africa ? Far from it. There the flaves in general labo\iv 
only occafionally % and as we are afliired, both by Mr, 
Parke and others, are fcarcely diftinguifhable from theif 
mafters; yet it has been affumed, that becaufe the fame 
man may have been a flave in Africa, there is no hard* 
{hip in converting him into a flave under the Weft Indian 
fyftem. The very ufe of the whip, and the general fyfteni 
of coercion, which is pleaded for as fo neccflfary in the 
Weft Indies, prove that the flave had not been accuftomed 
to the fame feverity of labour in his native country. Thi^ 
praftice of working under the whip was totally \inknown, 
as I conceive, under the fyftem gf Grecian and Ron^aa 
flavery. 

" Again, as to civil right, the Weft Indian flave, I 
fay, has none. He is in the eye of the law not a perfon^ 
but a thing \ he may be the juhj$B of contract, but he 
^aunot cither contra<9:. or b^ contra£led with*. Of prpi 
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ptTtjf legally fpeaking, he can have none. I am awar^, 
that dirough the forbearance and humanity of particular 
jnafters, a flave may have the aftual poflTeflion and ufe of 
property. He has, however, nothing like that peculium 
tvhich the Roman law affured to the Roman fljtres. 
The property which he has may be feized in order tQ 
•difcharge the debts of his matter. Botli he himfelf, in- 
tleed, and his property, jnay be fold together for the fatis- 
'faftion of the matter's ciWitor. He may be torn from all 
his connexions, as well as from the little houfe and furni* 
ture which he had occupied, and may be transferred to a 
new place and new matter^ as indeed, the flave often is, 
«xaSly after the manner of goods or cattle taken in 
execution. 

** In refpe'ft to the criminal code of the iflands, I ad- 
mit, that in fome refpcfts, it is more favourable to the 
flave than that of ancient times. The matter un- 
doubtedly has not the power of life and death, nor of 
.maiming or mutilating his flave, ,nor of infliding more 
than a certain quantity of puniihment. When, hoWevef, 
Ae difference of colour is taken into contemplation, a 
^iflference whicK leads to a contempt of the flave un- 
known in the early ages, and when it is confidered alfo, 
that no black man is admitted as evidence in the Weft 
-Indies, and that the negroes conftitute almoft the whole 
population in moft of the places in which they live, every 
gentleman, as I think, mutt fee that the criminal laws in 
favour of the flave can be little more than a name, the want 
of all poflTibility fof bringing forward evidence operating, 
as I underttand, not in nine cafes only out of ten, but in 
forty-tiine out of fifty, or in ninety-nine out of a hundred. 

** On the moral degradation of the negroe flave, on 
the total want of a legal provifion for his religious in- 
ftruftion, on the negleft of the inttitution of marriage, 
and on all the concomitant evils, it is unnecefliary to 
dwell, fince thefe are allowed and well known. I now 
return therefore to the obfervation which I before made. 
I aflc whether this is not a fyftem of flavery more feverely 
. operating on thofe who are fubjefl: to it, than any whicn 
has been before known in the world ? I do not accufe the 
Weft Indian gentleman of particular inhumanitY* I am 
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of opinion, that the ancient mailers much exceeded them 
in a£ts of individual barbarity. Thisis a lefs cruel, but 
it is alfo a more calculating age. The- feverity of the 
Weft Indian flavery arifes out of the commercial fpirit. 
The flave is employed in a fpecies of manufadure. 
Sugar, in particular, is an article which it requires much 
labour to produce, and the profit on the fpeculation de- 
pends upon the excefs of the price of the commodity 
created above thofe high charges which are neceflary to 
the creation of it. Every faving effefied in the rate of 
thefe heavy charges is therefore of great importance in 
the fpeculation, and the feverity of the labour feems to 
refult out of this circumftance. On the other hand, the 
Roman flave, who was employed on the pafture or arable 
land of a mafter whofe rents in any cafe would be confi- 
derable, could be allowed fome relaxation of his toil, and 
hence, probably, though the particular cruelties might be 
more (hocking, the ordinary preflure would be lefs confi- 
derable. It is the f)ltem therefore of which I complain, 
and of the unqueftionable hardfliip of the fyftem can there 
be a greater proof than is given by that aflertion of our 
opponents themfelves, namely, that thie flaves cannot 
maintain their numbers ? 

** Of the tendency of this bill then to improve the con- 
dition of the flaves, I can have no doubt. When the fur- 
ther fupply of flaves fliall be prohibited, the planters wiU 
be compelled to take more care of thofe whom they already 
have. All this is according to the common principles of 
human nature ; and I am remarkably fortified in my fup« 

S)ofition by the paft experience of ythe world. 31avery, 
Jir, as we all know;, prevailed in a very great degree in the 
Roman world, but within a few ages after the Chriftian 
tapra it gradually difappeared. The extinftion of thfr Ro- 
man flavery is to be afcribed chiefly to the circumftance of 
the world having come for the moft part under ope mafter^ 
and to the confequent ceflation of mofe wars which had 
fumiflied the fupply of the Roman flave market. This 
privation of the fupply led to the melioration of their con- 
dition much in the fame manner in which I truft that the 
privation of the African fupply will lead to the meHora- 
lion of the condition of our flaves in the Weft Indies. But 

in 
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m order that I may not be thought to fpeak witJiout fuffi- 
cient authorities upon this point, I beg to be allowed to read 
a paflage from a modern author, defcriptive of the circum- 
ftance in queftion, an author, who having' written antece* 
dently to the defcription of this fubjed, cannot be fufpe£led 
of any particular prejudice on the fide of my opinions, 
[Mr. H. Thornton then proceeded to read the follow* 
ing paflage from Gibbon's Roman Hiftory.] 
- " But," (fays this author) ** ihere Hill remained in the 
centre of every province, and of every family, an unhappy 
eondition of men who endured the weight, without (haring 
the benefits of fociety. In the free ftatcs of antiquity, the 
domeftic flayes were expofed to the wanton rigour ox def- 
potifm. The perfeft fettlement of the Roman empire 
was preceded by ages of violence and rapine. The flavcs 
confifted, for the moft part, of barbarian captives, taken in 
dioufands by the chance of war, purchafed at a vile price^ 
accuftomed to a life of independen<:e, and impatient to 
break and to revenge their fetters. Againft fuch internal 
enemies, whofe defperate infurre£iions had more than once 
seduced the republic to the brink of deftrudion, the moft 
fevere regulations, and the moft cruel treatment feemed 
aimoft juftified by the great law of felf-prefervation. But 
ijoben the principal natives of Europe^ Afta^ and Afriea^ 
were united under the laws of one Sovereign^ the fource of 
foreign fupplies flowed nuith much lefs abundance^ and the 
Romans nvere reduced to the milder ^ but more tedious method 
of propagation. In their numerous families, and particu- 
larly in their country eftates, they encouraged the mar- 
riage of their flaves. The fentiments of nature, the ha- 
bits of education, and the pofleilion of a dependent {pe- 
des of property, contributed to alleviate the hardfhips of 
fervitude. The exiftence of a flave became an objeft pf 
greater value, and though his happinefs ftill depended on 
the temper and circumftances of the mafter, the humanity 
of the latter, inftead of being reftrained by fear, was en- 
couraged by the fenfe of his own intereft. The jurifdic- 
tlon of life and death over the flaves, a power long ex- 
ercifed and often abufed, was taken out of private hands 
and re&rved to the magiftrates alone. The fubterraneous 
prifons were aboliikedy and upon a juft complaint of in- 
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tolerable treatment, the injured flave obtained either Iu4 
deliverance or a lefs cruel mailer. Hope, the beft com- 
fort of our imperfed condition, w;^s not denied to the 
Iloofian flave ^ and if he had any opportunity of ronder« 
kig himfelf either ufeful or agreeable, he might .very 
naturally expert, that the diligence and fidelity of a few 
▼ears, would be rewarded with the ineftimable gift of 
freedom. The freemen, however, obtained at firft no 
more than the private yghts of citizens, and were ori- 
ginally excluded from civil or military honours, nor 
were the traces of a fervile origin allowed to be com* 
pletely obliterated, till the.tliird or fourth generation." 

** And now, Sir, I a(k whether this is mere theory. 
We are called theorifts ; and yet I will venture to ob- 
ferve, that we ground our reafoning from firft to laft* 
either on tlie known and broad principles of human na^ 
ture, or on do£lrines univerfally admitted, or on the 
evidence of hiftory and general experience, while out- 
cmpon^nts chiefly reft their caufe on defultory obferva^. 
tions and infulated fa£ts. Is it theory to. fay that if men 
decreafe in numbers, in a climate congenial to them, 
fome ill ufage is to be prefumed ? Is it theory to affirm, 
that a milder treatment will conduce to an augmentation 
of their numbers ? Or is it theory to obferve, as Mr. 
Gibbon has obferved, that the limitation of the fupply of 
flaves will conduce to a milder treatment.? Truths of . 
this kind ought to be laid up in the mind of every legifi* 
lator, and we are not qualified for oui; ^political duties if 
we are unprovided with maxims like thefe, or ^re afraid 
tp a£l upon them. Again, Sir, we .fay, that Africans, 
are men, and, as fuch, are capable of ciyiUzation. 
That part of our race, which has been deftitute of all 
advantages of education, prefents an appearance of ig- 
norance, which thofe, who have not confidered the fub- 
je£t, are very apt to miftake for incapacity. Our op- 
ppnents have fallen into this error, but the Africans, as- 
VTie affirm » have not had their fair chance ; and it may 
perhaps be ufeful now to ftate, briefly, the circumftancet 
wjiicb feem to have hitherto kept down the African con* 
tip^ent fo much below, the level of the other great quarters 
of the wcgdid^ Hece indeed. I feel that I am going to be 

ftuUty 
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ffuHty of feme plagiarifm from a work of my honourable 
^end, (Mr. Wilbbhforce.) The point, however, ii 
one which it is fo ufefui to make known, that I fhail 
ofier no apology to him for poilibly anticipating what he 
Vill much better defcribe. Civilization, I proceed their 
to obferve. Sir, has always been promoted in the world' 
^iefly by the communication of light from a civilized to 
a barbarous people. It has madefcarcely any progrefs, 
when the knowledge of one generation has merely been 
improved upon by its succeflbrs, without the benefit of 
foreign aid. Thus the Greeks borrowed from the Egyp- 
tians or Phoenicians, the Romans from the Greeks, and 
Europe was civilized by being made fubjefi to the Romaa 
power. It was thus that our own knowledge of arts 
and fciences was acquired ; and when the Mahometan 
power arofe, and extended itfelf towards the north, it 
found in Europe a people antecedently civilized by the 
Romans, and the conquerors therefore were, in that 
quarter, inftrudled in the arts by the men whom they 
fubdued. But when the fame power made its way to- 
wards the fouth, an. uncivilized people were fubjeded to 
a nation almoft equally rude, and thus the northern 
tribes of Africa did not partake of the civilization of 
Europe. The Mahometan conquerors were alfo checked 
in their progrefs by the great defart. A little li^ht^ 
however, broke into the continent of Africa through the 
medium of the Mahometans ; for it is remarkable that, 
at this time, the African tribes, which are the moft ad- 
vanced in knowledge, profefs the Mahomedan religion. 
It might feem reafonable to exped, that the civilization^ 
which was thus hindered from entering* freely by the 
ilorth, would penetrate into Africa through the coaft, 
during the intercourfe of more than a hundred years. 
E^ut what means of knowledge have we communicated 
dirough that quarter ? Who are the perfons whom we 
have planted upon her (bores ? They have been mere. 
Have fa£tors, or flave captains ; the mates, perhaps, of 
Have fliips, or perfons below the rank of mates j the 
word refuge of our fociety 5 many of them men Vrho 
preferred African manners to the more reftrained habits 
of tbiif Qountryi and bad no higher aunbition than to carry 
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en a trade in their fellow creatures. Are we then en<«. 
titled, under fuch circumftances, to fay, that Africa ti 
incapable of civilization i 

'^ And here I am led to touch upon that brandi of this 

aueftion, which is much the moft familiar to me, I meaa 
le African part of it. I will not, however, detain the 
Houfe bf much difcuflion of it. I (hail. chiefly obfervcy 
that fo far as my knowledge of Africa extends, flaves 
are generally procured, not by means which can, in any 
ftnfe, be termed honed or legitimate, but by thofe which 
are the moft corrupt and mifchievous. Debts may feem 
a fair fource of flavery ; but when it is confidered how 
fyftematically men are invited to involve themfeivee in 
debt, in order to juftify the feizure of their perfons, and 
indeed alfo the perfons of all their conne£tions and de- 
pendents, the evils with which this principle of fiezing 
for detft is pregnant become very ftriking. Crimes may 
be thought a fair ground, but the crimes are imputed 
with a view to the profit on the convi£fcion. Wars may 
be deemed a legitimate fource of flavery, but the Slave 
Trade alfo produces the wars, which are made the jufti- 
fication of it. I do not deny that there are many African 
wars which, by no means, originate in the Slave Trade. 
Thofe wars, however, which the common paflions of 
men have excited, feldom fail to be extended by it." [Mr. 
T. here read fome paflages in a letter of Mr. Ludlam, 
Governor of Sierra Leone, in which that gentleman 
defcribes an extenfive fcene of defolation, very recently 
produced in the neighbourhood of the river Sherbro to the 
fouth of Sierra Leone, by a. war between the king of 
that country and the proprietor of the Ifle of Bananas j* 
and though the war had at firft refpe£ied a difputed- 
territory, the prodigious depopulation was (hewn to have 
been occafloned by the temptation which had continually- 
prefentcd itfelf, to purfue hoftilities for the fake of the- 
profit of making captives.] 

" When, therefore, (continued Mr. Thornton,) I 
contemplate the charafter of this commerce, I fetl com- 
pelled to fay, as I once before obferved in this Houfe, 
that I view it in the light not fo much of a trade as of a 
crime, and it is a crime which Parliament is now loudly 

called 
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eadied upon to reftrain in the fame manner, in which it 
neltrains other crimes which are, from time to time, dif* 
cohered to have grown up in fociety. And let us not 
forget. Sir, that this is the great end for which Parlia- 
Aent is conftituted. We feem indeed to meet from year 
to year, in order to provide for the current fervices, and 
to fupport the commerce, the agriculture, and the re- 
Tenues of the country. The neceffity of new laws, for 
thefe purpofes, recurs continually ; and bccaufe we are 
occupied oy objeds of this kind, we do not fufficiently 
bear in mind, that the primary end for which every -legit 
kiture ezills, is that of providing for the fafety of the 
perfons and property of men in fociety. But ought we 
merely to prevent one Englifh fubje£t from doing violence 
to another. Ought we not generally to prevent man 
|rom preying upon man ? Ought we not to reftrain the 
violences of our countrymen in every quarter of the 
fflobe ? We poffefs an extenfive commerce, and we pro- 
lefs to aft on higher principles than other countries. 
Ought we not then to make our juftice coextenfive with 
our trade, and to carry our principles to every Ihore to 
which our veflels arc found to vifit ? Ought we not to 
aim at a high reputation in this refpefl, as well as 
a reputation for commercial opulence and maritime 
ftrength ? It is no anfwer to fay, that Mr. Locke, or 
other men of great name, permitted the Slave Trade to 
exift, the queftion is, whether that trade is not the crime 
which has been afferted, and whether it does not belong 
to us to reftrain it by laws adequate to the purpofcr 
The abolition, when the fubjedi is well examined, proves 
alio to be juft as confiftent with expediency as with 
juftice. It is as good for the Weft Indies as for Africa. 
It tends to place fociety on its proper footing in each 
place. It reftores the order of nature in both hemis- 
pheres. 

** It has been affumed, that the abolition of the trade 
will lead to the murder of the flaves, for whom the 
African owners find no market. This efFeft, however^ 
did not follow at the time of the American war, when . 
diere was an almoft total celTation of the commerce, not 
^ the late war when the trade was aifo greatly reduced. 
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Many flaves, intended for fale> were then turned to Ae 
purpofes of agriculture. 

" Perhaps it may be thought by fome gentlemen, that, 
the ill fuccefs of the endeavours made at Sierra Leone 
to communicate civilization to the Africans is an anfw«r 
to fome part of my obfervations. It is not neceflary now 
to enter largely into that fubjedl. I would, howe^i^ 
requeft gentlemen to remember, that we have been there 
endeavouring to civilize not fo much the native Africans 
a6 an untoward body of imported colonifta^ and that it is' 
to thofe colonifts that we neceflarily muil look in a great 
meafure for our inftruments. Let it alfo be recolle^ed, 
that we have been maintaining our colony, not only 
during a ftate of war but alfo during the prevalence of 
the Slave Trade all around us ; and that fuch has been 
the inconfiilency of the Parliament of this country, that 
it has been at once barbarizing with its right hand and 
civilizing with its left. I am, however, far from faying 
that the Abolition of the Slave Trade will produce at 
once any great and obvious confequences : the benefit, 
however great and certain, may not be inunediate. There 
are indeed no two points in which men are more apt to 
deceive themfelves than that of over eftimating the inilaqt 
effeOis of plans of civilization, and of undervaluing the 
remote and final confequences. 

*' I truft, Sir, that the Weft India gentlemen will not 
be inattentive to the topics on which I have touched ; 
and I have to thank the Houfe for having allowed me to 
detain them fo long upon this important queftion/' 

. Mr. Herbert. — " Sir, I cannot allow myfelf, with- 
out faying a few words, to permit a meafure to pafs, 
which feems to carry with it ruin fo extenfive as that 
which has been this night agitated. I feel, with my ho- 
nourable friend near me, a little difpofed to complain of 
the ftyle in which this fubjed has been handled. I con- 
ceive, Sir, that this queftion muft be coniidered, not- 
merely upon the principles of the theoretical injuftice of 
t iking flaves from Africa, but in my opinion, the point, 
to be decided is, how much good this bill will do to 
tihem, and how much harm it will do to us : that is, the 

quantum 



qaantum of benefit the negroes will receive under th^ 
bin, and the quantum of injury we (hall fufFer by It; 
and unlefs it be proved that a great quantum of inhu*' 
manity will be faved, it can be no argument to fay, that» 
the meafure itfelf is unjuft. 

** I will, therefore, in the firft.place, take the queftion, 
whether the benefit, which is expe£l;ed to be derived from 
tiiia^ bill, will really be accompli(hed ; for abolition o£ 
die Slave Tra4e it certainly is not, for fuppofing the 
meafure to be calculated to put an end to the trade in 
tliis country, it. will not do it in any other ; it can have 
no cffe£t upon any foreign country. Ours is but a fmali 
portion, and if the Slave Trade be not abolifhed abroad^ 
ixiafnuich as the others^ can go on, becaufe nobody pre» 
tjends that the other countries are difinclined to proceed 
with it, therefore the traffic is not terminated. I> be-> 
lieve it is- the fame with refpeAto America. 

'' But, Sir, it will be faid, perhaps, that at any rat«^ 
thoueh it does- not deftroy the Slave Trade entirely, j^h 
it will take away fo nmcn as is- our (hare of it* That^. 
Sir, it will be feen it cannot do, for the only confequence- 
of the abolition will be, the lowering the price of Haves* 
upon, the coaft« It is well kno^n, that the moft valuable^ 
part of the. Weft- Indies, that which produces the greateft^ 
profit, belongs to the enemy, and they cannot cultivate 
it, becaufe they have not capital enough to buy flaves^ 
and therefore inafmuch as the price of flaves is lowered 
on the coaft, fo much lefs capital will it require, and 
with fo much greater facility can they bring them to their 
colonies to cultivate their lands; therefore I do affirm, 
that the meafure is not at all calculated to efFed: the ob- 
jeSt defired, to decreafe the number of flaves ; for the 
trade will ftill be continued, and that argument would 
ilill apply, if all the nations in Europe had withdrawn 
£bem(elves from the Slave Trade* It is not in my ideas 
poflible, and I wonder how we can think of putting an 
end to the importation of flaves, or to the trade, while 
there is a market in America for them ; and. I am con- 
vinced, that if not a Angle flave were- bought for the 
purpofe of trai^s-atlantic fale, it would not alter the- 
circumftanccs, oj: 4umaUh the-number of negroes dif- 
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pofed of, for they then would be fold to other maften, 
for we do know that there are other markets aa well ai 
ours, which takes only a very fmall portion: the empire 
of Morocco has an immenfe trade in flaves, and great 
numbers of others are carried to markets in the interior 
of Africa in almoil unknown empires ; and. therefore it 
is plain, that our quitting the trade would make a very 
trifling diiFerence as to the number of the flaves^ though 
in our markets there are the richeft buyer85 which caufes 
us to be firft attended to. 

*^ On the nature of the wars much has been faid ; but 
it Mrill be found, that befides the wars between diffident 
ftates and contending princes, there- are individual wars« 
the fole obje£t of which is to take flaves and to fell them. 
In the hiilory of our own empire we leam^ that among 
the clans of Scotland in former ages, thofe who carried 
away moil cattle, or obtained the greateft number of. 
prifoners, by any means, obtained the higheft honors) 
and even if there was not afforded for the Africans a 
good market for their flaves> yet it muft hotwithftanding, 
lor ever continue to be a war for flaves. . This is even, 
carried on in Europe at the prefent moment, at the rime 
I am fpeaking, for the general obje£l of narions at war is, 
to put the adverfe country in fuch a fituation as not to be 
able to brave the war again. The great conqueror of the 
prefent day has done the like ; he has not captured he]p<- 
Icfs women and infant children, but he has deftroyed 
the nations, by taking away their men who are its 
defence, and the fource of its power. When an African 
king goes to war with a neighbouring kingdom, the only 
riches of the two countries are, the men and horfes 
they poflefs, and the only phyfical force which eiach 
nation has to fupport its government, conflfts in the 
former. Their objeft is, when they engage, to take as 
many arms, and as great a number of men as poflible ; 
and if this were not the cafe, in a few weeks afterwards, 
the conquered country, by the rapid growth of the Indian 
com to fupply them with provifions, would again be 
able to appear in the Held ; for when once the fpear, and 
the arm that carries it, are taken away, they are no 
longer able to contend. But why do they dp t^s ? The 
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African prince makes his advantage of the priforiers ; he 
takes and he fells them to thofe who want them, and if 
he cannot difpofe of them, he takes them, and applies 
them to his own ufe, and therefore the only difference is, 
in the kind of warfare, that of the African princes 
being, perhaps, more cruel ; and I am far from denying, 
that there may be at fome time fuch a glut of flaves as to 
make maflacres neceflary in fome cafes. But I cjo not 
intend by any means to fay, that withdrawing the market 
for flaves afforded by our country, will have the effeft of 
producing a maflacre, becaufe it cannot prevent their 
being fold to other purchafers. The markets to which 
they may afterwards go, may, perhaps, not anfwer fo 
well as ours to the flave dealers, but all I affert is, that 
by abolifhing the trade we (hall, in no great meafure, 
alter the interior (ituation of Africa, and. if it do not 
execute that, it will be allowed that the bill does not 
perform any great «id of humanity. 

** Sir, a great deal has been laid about flavery in the 
Weft Indies, and a great many fpeeches have been made 
to the heart ; and it has been urged, that no perfon who 
poffefres the feelings of a man, could witnefs the fcenes 
whiclrare difplayed in the Weft Indies, or even take the 
part which I do in this debate. Notwithftanding, how- 
ever, the decided opinion 1 maintain and expreU in the 
difcuflion, I ftiall take upon myfelf to afTert, that I have a 
heart as feelingly alive to the interefts and welfare of my 
fellow-creatures, as any man in the Houfe. I have had 
too the benefit of experience ; I have .witnefTed the 
fcenes the barbarity of which has been fo much com- 
plained of 5 I have been in moft of the colonies belonging 
to the different kingdoms of Europe, and if I had beheld 
what has been reprefented, I (hould have fhuddered ^ but 
to my great joy, I never have feen any thing like what 
has been ftatcd, for I never witnefled any cafes where 41 

Seat alteration in the fltuation of the negroes was nectf*- 
ry. I did not fee the opprefBng tyrant, or the groaning 
flaves, fuffering under the fevereft torments 5 for if I 
had, I hope I fhould be one of the laft in this Houfe, to 
efpoufe the caufe which I undertake. If it had been to' 
be witnefled at all| I Ihould not have feen it in the Weft 
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Indies, but in Africa} where the fititttlen of th* fltv^es if 
fo truly miferable. The flaves hare f ven told me in our 
colonies, that the whip of the white ynan was to be fuim 
bad enough, but that the la(h of the bUck mafter wta ar 
fcourge of fcorpions ; 9nd if I were allow^ to dumge 
the word flave into another term, which is the ^hicf 
argument on the other fide, I might n^ore corre<^y defig-r 
nate the fituation of the negroes in our iflands a3 that of 
labourers ; and a more contented body of Ubourers I never 
{aw in all my life ; and I do not think that it it any rery 
grofs libel upon the peafantry fupporting themfelves \ij 
dieir daily labour in this country to fay, that I belie^lr 
the blacks, upon my honour, to be full as happy as jthe 
lower claiTes of people in England. 

<' Sir, we have been told, that the abolition of thif irada 
and the non-importation of negroes into our iflaadst will be 
of confiderable benefit to the Weft Indies, and diaft 
they will tend greatly to ameliorate the eftates of the 
planters. It isfaid, that they are unac^ainted with what 
is for their own advantage ; that th<^y OHifult not their 
own interefts; and that diey know nothing of their 
bufinefs. I do conceive, however, without taking up 
too much time of the Houfe, by dweliinf long upon this 

Joint, that I could fet the matter clear by a few words, 
do apprehend, that the advantages derived to this 
country from the iflands and colonies, are to very gnat 
from many concurring circumftances, that nothuig but 
the want of capital can prevent our ^lemies from entering 
into fpeculations of the fame nature, and that nothing 
but our fuperior capital will at all enable us, in the event- 
of a peace, to keep pace in our commodities wil^ the 
markets of other European nations ; and it is convincing 
to me, that if there were a poffibility of their raifing and 
employing a capital in bringing negroes to their eolooie^ 
and thus impeding us; in proportion as we were im* 
peded, they would be benefited and afiifted in the culti* 
vation of their iflands, and the fale of their produce* 
The queftion is, not who makes the greateft quantity of 
the fugar that comes to market, but the point for deciiion 
b, who makes all the fugar i I am convinced, that thfe 
teftrifUon of the importation of flaves into our iflands 
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win have fach M effe&« that we (hall not be able to 
fi^ly any fugar to our oWn or foreign markets at all^ 
and «iat not only a great detriment will take place, but 
that in a ihort time, the abolition will prove the utter 
xuin xif the colonies. The abolition, if gradual, may not 
perhaps in the fame degree produce fuch a' fate, but the 
manner in which the bill is now propofed to be pafied^ 
will undoubtedly deftroy our po0effions. 

^* Sir, it has beeii treated as ah improbable circum* 
ftance that fuch an erent (hould happen, and we have 
been informed that it is not likely to occur. But I 
think, that without a doubt it will inevitably follow. In 
the firft place you tell the negroes, ^^ You are here in a 
ftate of declared injuftice and oppref&on i you have been 
brought here without law, in a way that is tyrannical and 
inhuman, in fo much as to threaten the vengeance of 
God upon the mother country | and yet though the bill 
declares this, in the Weft Indies you muft remain." I 
do really think. Sir, that a propofal made by a noble re* 
lation oi mine, was not unreafonable by way of poilfcript 
to the bill ; for if you do declare diat it is impious to 
bring diem to our colonies, it muft be doubly dangerous 
to tell them of it, efpecially in the manner which is done 
in the preamble of this bill \ for though I do not believe 
that the negro Mrill read any thing of the debates which 
take place in the Houfe ; yet let him be ever fo ignorant 
k will come home to him,, and he muft learn diat hie 
mafter cannot intrbduce more flaves upon his eftates. 
But k is faid, ^' Can't they read it iti the public papers | 
can't they learn it from what is faid in^the daily prints ?'* 
I will fay how far they did, or did not read it. I have 
been among the inhabitants of St. Domingo ; I beg their 
j^ardons, I mean tlie empire of Hayti, from the peafant 
to the gener^ $ and talking one day of the refolutions, 
they told me, ** We did not rife becaufe we wanted 
liberty, we never thought of that ; we were happy under 
the government of the whites, but they fent us an offer 
of freedom, and we accepted it, and they then tried to 
take it back again by force/' The infurre^ion in St. 
Domingo did not originate with the negroes, bUt it arofe 
from the infatuation of the mother country, and the 
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iirickednefs of the agents, which caufed folely the miferies* 
which have been fubfequently endured in that ifland. 
There was a great number of people who were jealous 
of the wl iteS) and who certainly did lend a confiderable 
hand in the conted, and mod of them fell with the whites ; 
but thofe who did not, now live in a ftate of fear and 
trembling, and are in a worfe ftate now than.they ever 
were in before. 

*' I mud beg leave here to ftate a little anecdote which 
came under my own knowledge in the ifland of St. Do- 
mingo. I was at one time prefent when the black go- 
vernor thought it neceflary to hang a few of his men, as 
he told me that they had uopt work, and he went out and 
immediately had feveral put to death, and after that he faid 
he found that the reft >Aent to work exceedingly good 
humoured. This fhcws the miferable (ituation of the 
blacks there, and I do on my confcience believe, that 
this meafure is not only the death warrant to all our pof- 
feffions in the Weft Indies, but to the perfons of the 
white men of every defcription in the iflands. 

" I fear I have taken up much more of the time of 
the Houfe than my confequence in it can have allowed 
me, but it has been from the duty which I felt, ftrong^y 
and warmly to oppofe this moft dangerous meiafure. In 
doing it. Sir, I can have but one intereft. I am afbing, 
not in furtherance of the defigns of the great mafs of my 
conftituents ; I have no intereft of the fmalleft kind in 
the iflands, but I ftiould be forry that a meafure fo de« 
ftruftive ftiould pafs, without doing every thing in my 
power to oppofe it. I know I ftiall not be greeted when 
I retire from the Houfe by popular thanks, as they will 
be applied to an honourable member who has been fo 
conducive to the profecution or this plan. I have ful- 
filled an unpleafant, but a moft confcientious tafk, which 
I truft will always be the cafe as long as 1 retain my feat in 
this Houfe." ■ 

Mr. T. W. Plomer. — ** There is not a nian in this 
Houfe, or out of this Houfe, more the avowed advocate 
of juftice and humanity than I ani. If the queftion were 
now, whether we were to refort for the firft time to the 
African trade, I ihould hold up my hand againft it. Far 
' ' . different 
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different are my feelings noW) for (among other matteri 
of information derivecf from our experience), we have; 
found) that the importation of flaves is nece^ary to the 
cultivation of our iilands in their prefent ftate of improve* 
ment. * I find alfo, that we have j^ 100,000,000 of pro«- 
perty involved in the fate of the colonies, and that uiefc 
fettlements take from us one-third of our exports. Thoft 
fituated, it is a queftion of gratitude, as well as of hu- 
manity^ and it becomes an important fnbjtA of enquiry^ 
not only in whar degree Africa will be affe^ed, but to what 
extent the colonies and the mother country will be con^ 
cerned in this meafure ; for whatever may have been faid 
about the independence of the iilands, or of Great Britain^ 
with regard to this trade, I am of opinion* that the profp^ 
rity both of the one and the other, is materially implicated 
in it. 

■ **^ The noble Lord who propofed this queftion has a& 
fumed that the Weft India part of the queftion was not to 
be confidered, as if we were called upon to difcontinue the 
trade to Africa, without attending to the tQeOt of its cef- 
iation upon our Weft India property, or upon the revenue 
refulting from that property. I wifh, with all my heart, 
I could have feen the queftion in the fame light, with the 
noble Lord. 

<* It is true. Sir, that the queftion has been long under 
difcuifion : it is nearly twenty years fince it was intro« 
duced \ I fay. Sir, nearly twenty years (ince the legifla- 
ture exprefled an opinion againft the abolition of the Slave 
-Trade, on the grounds on which I oppofe it ; and it be- 
comes us to examine, if the circumftances were then the 
fame as tkey are now, or if the iilands be in a different pre* 
dicament, fo as to juftify a deviation from. our former 
policy. Are the minds of the negroes diflimilar at this 
day to what they were at that time ? Are they better pre» 
pared for. the decencies of civilization and for the bleffings 
of liberty ? No, Sir, they continue in the fame ilate of 
degradation, and in the fame incapacity for the higheft en* 
joyments of rational man. Then, Sir, in refped to juf^ 
tice, if we look to that juftice by which the legiilature of a 
great country fliould be dire£led, it fliould neither be local 
nor partial^ and above ^> it (bould include in it that juf- 
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time injtfae fa^r works are few ; on a laf]ge eftate, per- 
liaps twenty, is as great a number as is employed. The 
proportion, however, is fmall, compared with thofe who 
sre engaged in the labours of the field, and therefore 
what has been faid, cannot apply to the great body of the 
blacks. But if the honourable member would have 
liftened to the voice of reafon, inftead of attending to 
theory, he would have found, that in the Weft Indies 
there are only twelve hours of day light : out of which, 
half an hour is allowed for breakfaft, and an hour and a 
half for the other meals; fo.that upon the whole, the 
labour does not amount to twelve hours in each day. 

** Then the honourable member goes on to fay, that 
the negroes work only by compulfion, that they are driven 
by the lalh. It is certainly the cafe that they are put to 
work every day, and that behind them ftands a perfon who 
is called the driver, with the emblem of authority round 
his neck; but I beg leave to a£Brm this, that it is, I will 
not fay, never ufed, but that it is ufed moft unfrequently. 
It is more like the mace before me, which was originally 
carried as a weapon of defence, but becaufe it is borne 
upon the (houlder of the officer, is it to be fuppofed 
that it is now made ufe of to knock down the people in 
the lobby ? If that were not the faft, we know that by 
law no driver is permitted to execute fevere punifhment 
upon the flaves, the inferior white fervant cannot do it un- 
lefs it be ordered by the overfeer of the eftate. 

•* In order to leffen the fatigues of the flaves, I endea<p 
voured to fubftitute what is called tafk-work, and that ap- 
peared to be much more humane, and more conformable to 
our feelings ; but the negroes would not fufier it, they 
would not agree to the plan, and when I attempted to 
carry it through by force, I could not do it, and was* 
ftopped by the fear of a rebellion, fo much did they prefer 
working under the old plan. 

^' The honourable gentleman has alfo affirmed (and 
that he has had fuch information I cannot doubt) that 
women are forced to labour when they are even eight 
months advanced in pregnancy, fo that it often produces 
abortion. But the fa£l is, that there are no fuch things 
as. abortions in the iflands. I have fcarcely ever heard an 
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inftance of it, the conftitution of the women, is^ I fuppofe, 
more robuft. The infants die perhaps from difeafes, 
but abortion is very unfrequent. I deny the faft, I con- 
tradi£l: the fa£t, that the women are worked when they 
are fo far advanced, for it is univerfally the cafe, that as 
foon as a woman is known to be pregnant, all idea of 
labour from her is at an end, and if that be not the fa£t, 

1 am content to ftand committed upon it., 

** Next the honourable member aflerts,'that the blacks 
have no civil rights. I would aflc him if he has read the 
civil code for the government of the iflands ; and does he 
not know that a white man may be punifhed for the ill- 
treatment of his flave, and that fuch profecutions have 
happened ? Does he mean to deny that the negro has 
civil rights, which if he be injured he may put in force, 
and that the perfon injuring may be puniflied even with 
death ? 

** With refpeft to what has been urged of the property 
■which the flaves have, it is certain that they do poffefe 
a great deal of property, and that what they colle£t in 
their life-time, they tranfmit to their defcendants. I have 
known many negroes who, although they were worth 

2 or j^3oo, would not buy their freedom. 

" As to negro teftimony, I ftiould be glad if the honour- 
able gentleman would fuggeft any plan whatever, by 
which it might be admitted, for it would rejoice me ex- 
ceedingly to try it, and to communicate to the negroes 
the right of giving teftimony j and I appeal to any man, 
if it is fair upon the fa£fcs I have dated, to apply to any 
particular clafs of men the indignation of the Houfe." 

Mr. Thornton (to explain). — " I rife. Sir, merely to 
explain what I faid when I addrefled the Houfe. Firft, 
as to the work which the negroes perform. I did not 
mean to ftate that flave^ in general had only five or fix 
hours reft ; but I. faid, that I underftood them to labour 
from an hour before fun-rife till an hour after fun-fet. 
My information on this point is derived from a perfon 
wno has been an overfeer for a confiderable number of 
years ; and I ftated alfo, that the labour was performed 
in a climate very unlike that of the.. country, and which 
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mud be allowed to make a great and material difference. 
It is admitted that twenty perfons are neceflary for con- 
du£liug the bufinefs of the fugar works in crop time; 
but as thefe are changed during the night, at midnighti <^ 
courfe tliere are forty perfons on every eftate, who during 
a great part of the year are deprived of half their natural 
reft : and forty forms a very large proportion indeed of 
the able-bodied labourers on ordinary eftates. With re* 
fpe£^ to their working under the whip, the honourable 
gentleman has compleatly admitted what I ftated in my 
obfervations to the Houfe. As to the ftate of the preg- 
nancy of the women, I meant merely to fay, that all 
claiTes of flaves were worked hard, and among the reft, 
the women j and according to the beft teftimony — on the 
authority even of a planter who is now in this Houfe 
(Mr. Fuller), that women continued to be worked in 
many cafes to the feventh or eighth month of their preg- 
nancy. It was not my intention to ftate that the ftroke 
of the whip was unceafingly In(li£bed upon the flaves, but 
tnat they are liable to the lafh, and that they are conftantly 
impelled by it to their work ; and thaf, confequently, they 
are ill-treated, I have afTerted, and will aflert again and 
again. As to the faft of the frequency of abortions, it 
is fupported by a hoft of the moft refpei^able teftimony, 
and repeatedly ftated as a caufe of decreafe even by the 
legiflature of Jamaica, in its, report on the fubje^. I 
j^ive the honourable gentleman at the fame time credit for 
fparing the women on his ettate. 

*^ As to the third point, on the fubjeft of civil rightSf 
their ftate I affirm to be, that they can neither contrail, 
nor ,bc contra£^ed with ; that they can neither fue nor be 
fucd. That they have property ^ do not doubt, but that 
the law dees not prcteft them in the pofleffion of it, and 
that it may be feized to anfwer the debts of the mafter 
wherever it can be found, is certain. On the fubje<Sl of 
the criminal code, as to what has been offered by the 
honourable gentleman when he told us that they were 
prote6led in the hardeft cafes, I do aflert, that it is much 
the fame as if they were not protedled at all i and I 
iumbly fubmit, that in what I have ftated upon thefe 
pointy, I have faid nothing but wh^t may be eftablillied 
.an the beft authorkv " /Mr, 
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Mr. Secrettry "Wikdham. — " It wotrTd little becoTn«< 
me to enter into a difcuffion of fafts of which I have but 
a very imperfea knowledge, but I cannot help obferving 
that an honourable member (Mr. Thornton) who lately 
addrefled you, is not exa£Hy cofreft. He is correft asf 
to the letter, but not as to the Ipirit. The honourable? 
gentleman faid, that the negroes were called to worK 
before day-light, and were fent back from their labour 
after fun-fet. That reprefentation would convey to u^ 
here, the idea of a very long duration of labour, for it 
did not at firft occur to me, and perhaps not to others,- 
that the day there was not more than twelve hours. 

*^ The honourable gentleman ftated alfo, what indeed 
tre all knew before, that thefe meh work under the whip. 
Working under the whip, although fo dreadful in terms, 
may be very different in pra6l:ice; for the fuflPering of 
the labourer depends upon the more or lefs cruel ufe 
which is made of this inftrument. Working under the 
whip is no doubt a jlate of degradation, and fo certainly 
is that of a flave : it is to be in the fituation of horfes, 
(here a general cry of hear ! hear I hear ! from the mem- 
bers in favour of the abolition, in all parts of the Houfe). 
I fay. Sir, it is to be in the fituation of horfes, which 
are very much expofcd to much wanton feverity ; but it 
may be of confequence to afcertain in a queflion of this 
kind the degree of cruelty ex ercifed. For what purpofe 
is fuch an argument uied by honourable gentlemen ? 
This proves, they fay, the miferable condition of (lavery. 
But is it flavery which they are going to abolifh ? They 
may hope, as I hope, that thefe or other meafures may 
lead to that conclufion, but they have not, in attending to 
the policy of this bill, h3d fuch a fubjeft immediately in 
contemplation. 

** To take the part of thofe who are advocates for 
dealing in human blood, for violence and murder, may 
be a formidable thing ; but what is it that the friends of 
the abolition propofe ? How is it even that they mean 
to cultivate the iflands ? Is it not by flaves, and by (laves 
whofe progeny is to be condemned to the fame melan- 
choly ftate of fervitude ? When they are reafoning 
againft the condition of flaves, therefore, they fliould re- 
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member, that we are not upon this inquiry, but that we 
are exclufively applying ourfelves to the expediency or 
inexpediency of the abolition of the Slave Trade. In the 
mean time, flavery inilcad of being abolilhed with the 

. trade, is in fome fort confirmed ; for one arguiiient in 
favour of the policy of this bill is, that flaves will continue 
to labour, and that their offspring will multiply in the 
Weft Indies. Then, although we have heard a great deal 
as to thefe high founding fa&s, yet it will be confefled, 
that they have no dire£l reference to the queftion before 
the Houfe. 

** Nothing in the world can fliew, that flavery is not a 
ftate of degradation. Every man mufl wifh it to be 
abolifhed, extenfively as it prevails now, and I declare 
myfelf to be as little friendly to the continuance of fuch 
a clafs in fociety, as any of the honourable gentlemen 
whom I now oppofc. It is bad for the flave, it is per- 
nicious to the mailer ; and it has been well faid, that 
the man who has lofl his liberty, has lofl half his virtue* 
The poet in the pafT^ige I allude to adverts to the ten- 
dency of fuch a fituation to deilroy all the manly and 
generous emotions in the human mind. But let us not 
be hurried away by enthufinfm mifapplied : although the 

• Slave Trade has this eifeft, and muft be acknowledged 
to have it by all mankind, yet it operates in different 
degrees in different countries, and in different times, and 
my notion of its effciSl in the prefent flate of the Wefl 
Indies, is founded on the teftimony now on the table of 
the Houfe. Speaking on the authority of this evidence, I 
do believe that the condition of flaves is far more favour- 
able, and that their treatment is far lefs tyrannical than it 
was many years ago upon the broaching of this queftion, 
and judging, as we are allowed to do, from the theory of 
the thing, 

" The fafts we have heard too might have therefore 
been fomewhat overflrained in order to fupport the in* 
ferences. It is triumphantly cquired, what fecurity have 
they for their property f Why, none, and as flaves they 
will have none. Is it nothing that we know in point of 
fa£l that flaves have confiderable property ; and it being 
the general opinion that it ought not to be violated, it 
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is protefted by that public opinion. Sir, with aM the 
boafted liberty of the inhabitants of this country, we do 
not mean to fay, that the poor enjoy all the rights which 
the powerful and the opulent pofFefs. 

" It is indifferent to me, for the part I take in this 
queilion, whether flavery be a good ftate, or a bad ftate. 
A good ftate it cannot be 5 but whether it be good or 
bad, it is a ftate whiirh equally remains after the paiGng 
of this bill 5 fo do not let gentlemen, b^aufe they talk 
of the whip, and of the abfence of all law in fuch a ftate 
of fociety, imagine, that they have difpofed of every quef- 
tion on the policy of the meafure. The whip and the 
inequality of rights, either in point of faci, or from ne- 
ceflity, belongs to fuch a condition, and thefe will pro- 
bably continue as long as flaves conftitute a diftin£i: order 
in fociety. 

I was doubtful. Sir, if I fhould trouble the Houfe with 
any obfervations this evening, fince the declaration of my 
opinion on a former night has perhaps fufficiently an- 
fwered my purpofe 5 and I certainly ftiould not have ex- 
prefled my fentiments, were it not for the fake of thofe 
who concur with me in opinion. Yet there is fomething 
of fortitude in meeting the queftion in our prefent hope- 
lefs ftate, and I am fure there is fomething of facrifice 
in ftanding up on an occafion of this kind, fo contrary to . 
the general fenfe of Parliament, and to the convi£tion of 
thofe with whom, in general, I a£t. Indeed it is a (itua- 
tion fo difagreeable, that my difinclination to it can only 
be conquered by a fuperior fenfe of duty. 

** But there is a little perfonal intereft, which every man . 
has who has ftated the refults of his opinions, in laying 
down the ground of thofe opinions, and efpecially on a 
fubje6l: of this peculiar nature ; for during the great ad- 
journed debate which has continued for fo many years, 
it has been the praftice to reprefent this queftion as a 
cortteft between duty and honour on the one fide, and 
intereft and difgrace on the other ; and as dividers are in 
this cafe chufers as well as on. other occafions, they give 
to themfelves all the duty and all the honour, and to the 
contrary fide all the bafenefs. When men are fo fearful 
of fcparating intereft and duty, while we are in fearch . 
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of the motives of men, it is natural to enquire on wbicfl 
lidc the intereft, and on which the duty lies; whether 
the intereil be facrificed to duty by the fame perfons, or 
whotlier intercft and duty be not in di(lin£i hands ; for 
felfiihnefs itfelf may facriiice another's intereft in the 
pnrfuit of its own duty. I hope I am not deftitute of 
l^enerous feelings, but 1 muft own I always did perceive, 
that there was a great deal too much of this cheap virtue 
in the world ; I have found men were abundantly ready 
to fatisfy their confcienccs, and to perform great ads of 
virtue and heroifm, when they did it at no cxpence of 
their own. Here too, we have energetic appeals to the 
natural fympathies and moral fenfibilities of man, and I 
have acknowledged, that no man can look to the Slave 
Trade, and not be defirous of its abolition, if he be not 
powerfully influenced by other confiderations independent 
of thefc moral impreifions. There are a Yiumber of men 
who do avail themfelves of this wonderful difplay of 
liberality and virtue, as a cover for all their vices, as 
charity, we arc told from high authority, covereth a mul- 
titude of fins. They do not fay, as in facrcd writ we are 
told of the pharifce, we are not extortioners, and the 
like, but on the contrary they fay, we are extortioners, 
&c. refrmbling this publican, yet we have haftened the 
abolition of the Slave Trade, and we look for mercy at 
the throne of grace. 'When I reafon in this manner 
aj^ainft inch haoits of mercenary pride, I do not mean 
to difcour;»ge the noble and generous refolutions of a 
mind rightly formed. 1 proteft then againft all thefc pre- 
tences to (lifinterefted duty on the one fide, and againft all 
thefc charpjes of turpitude on the other, and I confider 
the claim to general humanity and liberal virtue, to be 
equal on both fides. 

" Under thefc circumftances, having fettled the point 
refpefting fuch high pretenfions, T fay that, I am obliged 
to look to the ftate of our colonial eftablifhments, to the 
peculiar ftate of this country, to the great interefts con- 
cerned in the queftion, and, without any unnecefTary 
^queamiflmefs, I am obliged to drawTrom thefe important 
confiderations, the rule of conduft by which I ought to 
be guided in my fearch after publfc fecurity and national 
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pfoTperity. In <^pofition to tlu$ guide which I propoftr 
tp myfelf) the friends of the abolition ftate, that their 
fenfe of duty is abfolutely compulfory, and that none ojE 
the confequences* however fatal to the intereft of the em* 
pire, are to be taken into confideration. If you modeftly 
aik thejn if the trade may not continue under certain 
limitations in refpe£k to the mode and the time, they wiil 
haflily interpofe, and inquire, if we are to commit rob* 
l>ery : fo that if it were the cafe, that in this abolition not 
^ a flave lefs were to be tranfported from Africa (and cer« 
tainly not a Have lefs will be exiled from that continent) 
if, in addition to this it were known, that the meafure 
would be ruinous to the colonies, if it were deftru(^ive of 
our marine, and ultimately of the kinedom^ flill they 
would fay, that it was their duty to abolifh the Siav« 
Trade, and aboliihed it muft be at all hazards. They dd 
not fay, that this is their ca/cj but they fay, that this is 
their jutp They tell you indeed, that their cafe is very 
different, that the abolition of the "Slave Trade will be 
beneficial to the colonies ; that it will be advantageous to 
Africa as well as to this country ; but they add, that if the 
reverfe of all this were true, their conduct mufl be the 
fame i the trade muft be abolifhed, although they were 
buried beneath the ruins, in confequence of this extraor-* 
dinary change in national policy. If that be fo, all 
queftion about confequences might as well be fpared; 
but I muft avail myfelf of what is caUed the argumentum 
ad homimmy and I muft take the liberty of faying, that 
thefe gentlemen do not abide by their own rule, for the 
rule extends to the abolition of flavery, as well as to the 
abolition of the Slave Trade. And here I join ifTue with 
them ; but I think I may venture to defy them to fhew me^ 
that the Slave Trade can be fo contrary to the law of God 
that you can indulge no opinion about it, and yet, that 
flavery' is not oppofed to the fame divine law. They afk 
what right have you to go to the Goaft of Africa, and 
tranfport to foreign climes the natives of that continent i 
And now, Sir, we are on the queftion of right, I would 
afk, what right thcfe friends of the meafure have to pre* 
vent the trade? Is the right to which they pretend, 
founded either on the law of. the land, or on the law of 
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nations? It is not on the law of nationSf for however 
barbarous may be the nature of their govemmenty nations 
have their independent rights, whether Kien Long, or any 
other chief} prefide in their communities. 

'^ It may flill be faid, that although thefe ftates are in a 
condition of the mod beaftly barbarifm, and in confequence 
are difpofed to fell their fellow-fubjedis to us, yet we 
have no right to purchafe them. To thofe who "authorize 
and fan£lion an inititution in which ilavery is admitted, 
where is the wrong ? And if we authorize the eftabliftif 
ment of flavery in our iflands, how can we decently affeft 
to countervail the proceedings in the flave-markets of 
Africa. In both, on their argument, it muft be equally 
violence, robbery, and murder. Suppofe a perlbn to go 
to the black merchants upon the coaft, and enquire, 
•' What right have you to fell this perfon whom you offer 
me ? " The merchant anfwers, " I bought him," or " I 
bred him, and he is my flave." " But what right have 
you to keep him in a ftate of fervitude ? " ** He is mine 
by the fame right by which you retain your flaves in the 
Weft-Indies." 

• " I am arguing hypothetically, but thofe who are 
tolerating a fyftem of flavery in the Weft Indies, how 
can they fay, that this trade is unlawful upon the coaft of 
Africa, efpecially when that fyftem of flavery has not 
only originated, but has been progreflSvely fupported by 
this trade. However ftrong the argument may be when 
. employed by others, how can they pretend to fay, that to 
continue this trade is to be guilty of violence, robbery, 
and murder. 

*' In Rufliia the cuftom has been, to have flaves at- 
tached to the foil J but in whatever way you difpofe of 
them, whether with or without the territory upon which 
they labour, they are ftill flaves. Do not let us, on a 
queftion of this kind, improperly blend pfra^lical con- 
venience with theoretical right. It was fuggefted by 
Mr. Burke to make the flaves, as in Ruflia; attached to 
the foil ; but how does he, in that way, get rid of tlie 
right ? 

** I am. Sir, accufed of making nice diftinftions, biit 
I can find no diftin£iion between the inftitution of flavery 

and 
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and the felling of Haves. On this occafion, at leaft, the 
nicety of the diftinQion is with them, for I can perceire 
no difference : I think if the one be contrary to the lanjr 
of God, the other muft be fo. But does this exceflive 
extravagance of diftinflion end here ? Sir, we have refine- 
ment upon refinement, until all reafon feems to be loft : 
but remember, it is not mine. Here we are told to 
diftingifli between the fame flaves in one place and 
in another place ; it is a fort of geographical morality for 
which they contend. I do not know that it is intended to 
hinder the fale of flaves in the Weft Indies, and being fo 
fold to prevent their tranfport from ifland to iiland. Thus 
you fee, that if you crofs the great ocean, then arifes all 
the moral guilt. As long as it circulates in the Weft 
only, it is not material, and no crime is perpetrated. 
Like the elef^ric fluid, as long as it paflTes over the fame 
fubftance, it is not pernicious, but when darting from 
fubftance to fubftance, then- it is deftruftive. How can 
you reconcile thefe inconfiftencies ? How can i^ be faid, 
that what is criminal on one fide of the atlantic is inno- 
cent on the other ? The paflage by fea does nothing as to 
the theoretical right. Is it to be endured, that we (hould 
be told the moment we crofs the ocean, then the praftic^ 
is contrary to the law of God, as if the law of God were 
not eternal and immutable ; and as if it were to be per- 
verted by the accidents of latitude and longitude. 

" iThefe are the diftinftions which they have had th© 
goodnefs to make for me ; I, who am the refiner accord- 
ing' to their account, cannot difcover any difference at all. 
I fay this applies to their theory, and they juftify them- 
felves in abolifhing the -Slave Trsde, while they are ad- 
mitting the continuance of flavery. 

" Although I have troubled the Houfe at fome con- 
fiderable length, yet I have not faid a word as to the de^* 
cifion of the principal queftion. 

[A general fmile was at this moment obfeived to 
illumine the countenances of the members ; in fome the 
feeling was exprefTed by an audible laugh] 

" I have been only oppofing this bar which you 
have set up. * Fiat ju/litia ruat calum! * Let juftice 
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take place, although heaven fall. And until I had re- 
moved this maffive bar, I could fay nothing. The 
Slave Trade is bad, as the inftitution of flavery itfelf 
is bad, and no further. Slavery muft have been known 
at all times, and in every nation, and whether it {hall 
now be aboiifhed is a queftion of expediency merely. 
I niofl heartily join in the commendation that has been 
applied to Dr. Paley's produdlion on the principles of 
modern philofophy, and I call it an ineftimable work» 
Although he has faid nothing that was not known before, 
yet he has laid down the principles o( morals fo clearly, 
and on fuch fure foundations, that the fyftem has now 
become eafy to the apprehenfion of every one j so that 
what was before unknown is at this day familiar to all of 
us. But I do not fet his authority up, either for or 
againft flavery, becaufe I am not aware that he has given 
any opinion upon the fubjedl.'* 

Mr. WiLBERFORCE.— " Yes, he has." 

Mr. Secretary Win»ham. — " I did not know it. 

What againft flavery ?" 



Mr. WlLBERFORCE.-^^' YeS." 

Mr. Secretary Windham. — " I heard the opinion^ of 
my gallant relation with pleafure, both from the attention 
with which they were heard, and the manner in which 
they were delivered. The queftion he faid is this, ** What 
is the quantum of good I am to do by this meafure ? 
This quantum is to be my guide in determining one way 
or the other." I would make no diftind^ion between 
black happinefs and white happinefs, and when I am 
arguing upon this principle of utility, I conceive myfelf 
to be as much on the ground of morality as thofe on the 
other fide the queftion 5 and here I conceive the ad- 
vantage to be completely with me. If I were to afk the 
gentlemen who oppofe me, why they did not abolifh the 
whole of the Slave Trade and Slavery itfelf, they would 
infwer with refpeft to the latter, what I contend with 
re^^rd to the fori?ier- The evils would be intolerable. 
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I would not do what they did in France : they faid, 
*^ I care not what are the confequences, we muft admit 
the ftrict rule of right 5 let the blacks be free ;" and the 
efFe£ts of this determination, we all of us know. They 
then, when the queftion is applied to the date of flavery 
itfelf, take into their confideration the confequences ; and 
unlefs they can (hew that their principles of moral duty 
are confined to the Slave Trade in Africa, and are not to 
extend to flavery in the Weft Indies, or to flavery all 
over the world, they muft admit me to take into con- 
templation the confequences, and muft not monopolize 
this privilege to themfelves. All I contend is, that I am 
let into the confideration of confequences, and this is the 
firft thing to attend to, as it ftrikes me. The honourable 
gentlemen fay, that upon this ground there is no difficulty, 
for all lies one way, it is beneficial to Africa, to the Weft 
Indies, and to this country. 

** Now there. Sir, we diflFer. I hope it is as they fay, 
but I fear it is not. I fear the benefit to Africa will be 
nothing, and that to thc^iflands it will be nothing; that 
the meafure will be a fource of mifery, and that there 
will not be lefs flavery within or without the Weft 
Indies. I am of opinion, that with refpcft to Africa, 
the Abolition of the Slave Trade here, inftjead of pro- 
ducing any mitigation of its fufFerings> will greatly en* 
creafe them. With regard to the Weft Indies, I will not 
go into that part of the fubjcft. We have heard the re- 
prefentations made by perfons much better qualified than 
I am, and what I have to fay to ihem is this, that they 
excite my fears. I hope that the difcon tents to the ex- 
tent that have prevailed in Saint Domingo are little wfthin 
the fcope ef probability, but that this bill will produce 
great individual lofs, there can be no doubt, without ad- 
verting to the queftion of legiflating for others. Perfonal 
fufFering, attended with great injuftice, is no trifling con- " 
fideration. If this country, upon general principles of 
duty and honor, do introduce great changes in its com- 
mercial policy, nothing can be more unjuft than that 
the lofles ftiould fall upon individuals, inftead of devolving 
upon the country at large, and I am not fure, if I cor- 
xeGtly underftood an honourable friend of mine> when I 
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fuppofed him to have (aid, diat a perfon exercifing an ua- 
juft trade^ was not intitled to compenfation. Did he 
mean that any one was to fuffer a difadvantage from an 
cxpoft^fado law ? 

** The danger, I fear, is not very far diftant : I mean, 
that in the time of peace, whenever that (hould arrive, 
all o«r apprehenfions will be realized. We Will fuppofe 
that it (hould fo happen, that France (and we may fairly 
admit fuch a fuppofition) will not follow this fplendid and 
honourable example, and (he has pretty clearly declared, 
that (he would not. Suppofe (he and other nations con- 
tinue this trade without referve, and double it or treble 
it, in proportion to their means, are we then prepared to 
fay that we have done any good ? Should we not rather 
hereby admit, that we had done much harm both to 
Africa and to the Weft Indies, and that we had expofed 
ourfelves to great danger ? Are we hardy enough in fuch 
circumftances to declare, *' Let the tempeft deicend, let 
die empire of Britain fall ?" 

** When the queftion was argwed before, we were in a 
fituation of unexampled profperity. We had then no 
great competitors to contend with ; but we are not in that 
ftate now. Are we at this moment fecure either within 
or without ? Are we not finking under the burdens which 
are neceflarily impofed upon us, and are we not endea- 
vouring to extricate ourfelves from them at every turn ? 
It is (aid, that we are not able to iind refources com- 
petent to anfwer the public demands. For what purpofe 
are thofe extenfive reforms in finance, which my noble 
friend (Lord Henry Petty) is fo induftrioufly prepa- 
ring ? why is it, but becaufe we are unfortunately en- 
gaged in an indefinite war ? You have now at laft got to 
my candle ends and cheefe parings. We are told, that 
all extravagance ought to be cut. down, that we are re- 
duced to Ae laft effort » and can we think, under fuch 
circumftances, with indifference, of throwing away thus 
lavi(hly the capital and revenues of the country f We 
never expelled to fee the general demolition of great po- 
litical inftitutions in our own time ; yet have we not feea 
kingdoms and empires, anciently eftabli{hed, falling bc- 
fyre us like nine-pins, and mig^t, not we ourfelves be 
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placed In the fame melancholly fituation if it were not for' 
the alliftance of our commercial navy, and for the pro- 
tediion of our marine ? I and my friends may, perhaps^ 
live to fee if thefe calamities await us ; I may be wrongs 
but I cannot help indulging my fears. 

** I am not endeavouring to gain opinions, but I an^ 
trying to ftate what is right, and I deny the principle of. 
morality for which they contend, that leaves to us no 
option ; and I fay, that if this principle be applicable at 
all, they do not a£l upon it, for to carry it to its extent : 
they mud argue for the abolition of flavery itfelf. The 
government of this country has not . adopted any fuch 
fyftem of rigid morality j we have many thoufand black 
foldiers fubfervient to us. The legiflature fandlions this, 
and the men are bought at fo much a head like cattle. 
Upon the principle of thefe gentlemen, how can they 
juftify fuch proceedings ? I fay they are capable of vindi- 
cation, for I contend that we muft, in feme degree, con- 
form to what is eftablifhed. Would they pretend, that 
by an ad of Parliament we fhould fay, that all the blacks 
in the Weft Indies were free ? Thefe men too have the 
privilege of fighting the battles of the country. Dr. 
Johnfon faid that a ihip was a jail, with the additional 
mifchief of the chance of being drowned. Theie are 
flaves, with the additional mifchief of the chance of being 
killed. The whole then of thefe arguments, as referable 
to the Slave Trade, are a mere mockery, as long as you 
admit of the exiftence of flavery. 

** Still, Sir, that I may not here expofe myfelf to the 
(hafts of my competitors, I will make another obfer- 
vation. They fay, *' Will you do no good, becaufe you do 
not accomplifh all good r' But I argue, that their prin- 
ciple does not admit of this objedion. I fay that 1 do 
meet the queftion upon the only ground on which it can 
be encountered, and I enquire which is the way in which 
I can avoid the greateft evil, and in which I can promote 
the greateft portic«i of good ? 

" As to the paffions and fympathies, all muft feel 
alike on this fubjeft. I admire as much as any man the 
generous emotions by which fome young n, embers of thit ' 
Houfe have been infiuencedj' but at the iume tiine I niajr 
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lament that fuch imprcffions ftould have obfcured their 
judgment. I do not apply this remark to my noble 
friend near me, (Lord Henry Petty) young in age, 
but old in wifdom •, but I do apply it to fome honourable, 
youths who have taken the other fide of the queftion, and 
who would abolifh the trade at all hazards, without 
condefcending to examine the pernicious efFeds of fuch 
% meafure. As to the abolition of the trade, the attempt 
is vain. We may withdraw from our fhare in it, but 
this is no. abolition, -it is no diminution of it, the refig- 
nation of our part of it will only contribute to its increafe. 

** The pofition maintained by honourable gentle-' 
Bien, leads inevitably to the confequences I have dated. 
In the extenfive views they have taken, I do not recoil eft 
that they have attended to the condition of flavery in the 
empire of our auguft ally. The wealth of a Ruffian 
nobleman confifts in his flaves ; he counts not his acres 
but his dependants. I think the gentlemen do not fay 
that they will go to war with Ruffia as the champions of 
freedom, to prevent this condition of fervitude fo dero- 
gatory to human nature, but their principles lead to this ; 
and if any of them fhould come into poffeffion of an 
eftate in Ruffia, they muft fet their flaves at liberty. 
Whatever rigid notions of morality they might apply, 
in the event of obtaining an inheritance of this kind on 
the Imperial territory, they do not feem inclined to make 
the fume facrifice of their property in the Weft Indies. 

** Thefe, Sir, are my opinions, and I fincerely hope 
that this foreboding of mine will never be juftified by the 
event. If this meafure be in the refult beneficial, I muft, 
in fairnefs and candour hereafter, acknowledge, that I 
have had no fhare in promoting it, and if it be followed 
by any of thofe fearful confequences I have apprehended, 
I fhall, at leaft, be free from all culpability in accele? 
rating thefe calamities." 

Mr. Sheridan. — " Sir, I fhould have been forry if 
the prefent queftion had pafTedofF without my having had 
an opportunity of expreffing my great fatisfaftion in the 
total and immediate Abolition of the Slave Trade. I 
iteuld however have been, content to ftate merely my 
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fatisfaiiion, had It not been for fome arguments whicli 
have fallen from my right honourable friend near me, 
(Mr. Windham) which render it impoffibie for me not 
to make fome obfervations. My right honourable friend 
has made a very learned, a very eloquent, a very lumi- 
nous, and a very peffuafive fpeech j but it has this cha- 
radier, that he fpent an hour and a half in proving what 
was never difputed, namely, his right to confider the ' 
confequences of the abolition; but when he came to 
ftate what thofe confequences were to be, he fummed 
them up in two fhort fentences : he faid, that the meafure 
would produce no good to the African, but the deftruc- 
tion of the Weft India iflands, and the ruin of the navy ; 
and then he fays, " Is it right that this fhould be the 
cafe ?'* I fay, " Certainly not j" and yet he does not 
give the Houfe an atom to prove, that thofe confequences 
will take place. He certainly had a right to confider 
the confequences of the abolition, and I fhould have 
imagined, that he would have thought it proper to em-i 
ploy fome part of his eloquence to prove, not only that 
they would probably happen, but that they were moft 
likely to follow. 

" But to intereft the feelings of the Houfe, he not only 
fays that thefe confequences will follow, but he endea- 
vours to place us in a defponding ftate of mind, and then 
he fays, " Here you are opprefled with defpondericy." 
Sir, I never heard my right honourable friend ufe thit 
fort of language before.^ I have heard him upon other 
occafions employ a very different kind of eloquence when 
the profpeft of affairs was alarming, and then he toH us, 
tliat we were not even fcratched by the war. There he 
fliewed no defpondency, for in that inftance he told usi 
that we might carry oq the war to. an indefinite periodj, 
without any c^ufe for f^ar or trepidation. 

" My right honourable friend feems to me to have been 
in a confuierable dilemma upon this fubjeft, and has not 
taken the beft opportunity to advife the Houfe, that the 
abolition ought not to take place ; but he feems to have 
acled, at prefent, rather to difcharge a duty he felt to hit 
own mincl, than to do any good to the caufe which he 
•ndertook. He has chofen exacSily the time when hit 
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trgtiments, upon the qucftion, would have leaft weight, 
mnd has poftponed his obfervations, till it was impoffible to 
ferve the fide which he fupported, and then to have adduced 
tiiofe arguments which would do the leaft harm to the 
caufe which he oppofed. If he had come forward before 
with his refledions, it might have done us fomc harm, but 
as he was determined only to relieve his mind, he deferred 
ihem to that time when they could be of no ufe. He 
argues the queftion, as if it were a determination of thofe 
who wifli for the abolition of the Slave Trade to continue 
flavery j but I, on the contrary, truft, that the efFefl of 
the abolition of the Slave Trade will be the abolition of 
flavery itfelf. " What !" fays he, " do you declare that 
the trade is contrary to humanity, and do you not think 
that flavery is againft humanity, juftice, and found po- 
licy ?" I join. Sir, with him in the argument, and I fay, 
that if we do not go on with what we have thus begun, we 
do nothing. But why will he make us blend two things 
which are in themfelves perfeftly diftind ; one which is 
In our power now, the other which is not in our power, 
but in our hopes ? 

** I would not afk if power muft neceflarily lead to the 
abufe of it. Man was not made to be a fubjed of traflic ; 
and what has been faid of mercy moft beautifully by the 
poet, that " Mercy is twice blefled," may be truly ap- 
plied to defpotifm, that defpotifm is twice curfed ; it 
curfes him that poflefles it, and curfes him that is the fuf- 
ferer under it. I look at this meafure but as the preamble, 
and as the only proper preamble to the entire abolition of 
flavery. If you a(k me why I do not inftantly comply with 
my feelings, and abolifh flavery, I tell you that I do not, be- 
caufe it is not in my power. When I attempt to abolifh the 
Slave Trade, I do what is in my power; I alfo do an aft of 
juftice and humanity ; and fuppofing I had not the fame 
certainty of doing an aft of policy, yet, if we injure the 
plantations, all that remains to do is, to repair them ; and 
if we hurt the interefts of the Weft India merchants, at 
leaft we have it in our power to make them a full compcn- 
fation. 

** Therefore, Sir, I am fure of three things : firft, the 
fuAice of my caufe ; fecotidV^^ tJba Kutaanity of it j and 
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thitdlf , that I am at lead riildng an experiment upon good 
grounds of hope, and upon accurate calculations i^ade br 
a right honourable ftatefman^ now no^ more, (ip corre^ 
in his enumerations, that he fet his 6gures to mufic,} who 
proved that the planters would not be lofers by the 
abolition. I have every hope that they will not be lofers 
by it I but if they (hould, I know that we have it in our 
power to make them remuneration. 

<^ My honourable friend fays, *' Why do you abolilh 
the trade only ? Why do you not put an end to flavery at 
once ?'* My triend only ufes this argument, becaufe he can 
find no better ; for we begin with that which is in our 
power, and we are not to be deterred from doing fo bf 
fuch fort of reafoning. 

** There are other points in the argument of my right 
honourable friend to the fame effeSt, upon which I (hall 
not touch, excepting to fay, that I (hall think this meafure 
to be ineffe£iual, unlefs it ultimately lead to the abolitioa 
of flavery in general. Before we proceed further, how* 
ever, let us fee what is the etkOt of this bill upon thm 
minds of thofe who are mod concerned by it ; I mean the 
planters of our iflands. If they ihall at length find that 
they have been millaken, and forefeen evils which never 
were to arife^ if they difcover that their condition is 
ameliorated, and not injured, they may be reconciled to 
the prefent meafure. But would you now prefs upon 
them a new propofition, for which they are totally unpre* 
pared ? I cannot help hoping that the time will come^ 
when the abolition of flavery will take place, and when 
the planters of our colonies will be brought to a difpofi^- 
tion to forward, and not to obftrud the meafure. 

*^ I truft, Sir, that the time will come, when the gen* 
tlemen of the Weft Indies, for whom I have the greateft 
refped, and who poflefs as large a fliare of humanity as 
any other men in the united kingdom, will be undeceivedf 
and that one of the efFefts of this bill will be, to make 
them feel that it is a duty impofed upon them to confult 
the happinefs of their fellow beings : when the negro fhaU 
no more groan under the fevere laih of the driver ^ when 
a driver fhall jio longer be confidered necefiary, but it will 
be the bufiocls of the planter to 9XXwi himfetf to the 
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treatment which his flaves receive, and when he Will view 
them in the light of human beings. I think, Sir, that 
there cannot be a ftronger inftance to ihew the great 
feverity under which the negroes fuffer, than that men- 
tioned to-night by a friend of niine, (Mr. Barham,) than 
whom there is no man for whom I have a higher refpeft. 

** To be fure," fays he, *' the driver does carry a whip, 
but then what is its ufe ? It is only the badge of his 
office, jufl as your mace. Sir, is upon the table. But 
I wifh, mod fincerely, that thofe cruel implements could 
be brought before the Houfe. But he went on to fay, 
that the whip is never ufed as an inftrume"nt of cruelty. 
That, Sir, it mud be feen, will depend upon the mode 
in which it is employed. It is inflifted juft in the 
fame way, fays my right honourable friend, (Mr. 
Windham) as it would be upon horfes, after a cruel or 
merciful manner, according to the difpofition of the perfon 
who wields it. But how could he, with all his feeling, 
fubmit to a comparifon of human beings with the brutes of 
the creation ? 

*^ It is, Sir, impoflible to urge this point further. But 
the right honourable gentlemen fay, that humane laws 
have been pafTed for the protection of negroes againft the 
barbarity of their mailers, by -which any perfon cutting', 
maiming, or mutulating a negro, is now liable to the 
penalty of j^igo currency, or about •*^57 lox. of our 
money. From murder, he tells you that the negro is 
abfolutely out of danger, for there was once a perfon of 
great refpe£lability, who, for murdering his flave, was 
obliged aftually to go out of the way : he was fent to 
Coventry, it feems, for murdering a flave ! 

** But, Sir, there is another argument to which I will 
juft advert. Nothing can be fo difagreeable as, upon a 
queftion of this nature, being compelled to enter into that 
fort of argument of what we fhall gain by the Weft- 
India iflands, and what we fhall lofe ? But if we are 
forced to come to that, if we are obliged to enter into 
fuch a difcuflion, let us do it. When, however, we come 
to fee what the arguments are, we find that all we ob- 
taan from them is wealth, that is furniftie*! to us b'y the 
d«ftru6lion of^ our fpecies. Put then into one fcale the 
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opulence we derive from our pofleffions in the Weft; 
Indies, and into the other the expences we are at in the 
protection of our iflands from our enemies abroad, and 
from the enemies that we are cpnftantly creating in the 
iflands themfelves, the lofs we fuftain in Britifh blood 
among the foldiers that we difpatch there but who never 
return, and likewife the difcouragement which that mud 
be to our own countrymen to tenter our ranks, to ferve 
their king and country in the Britifh army : I wifli my 
friend had taken that into his confideration. Let him 
look at the returns of the mortality of our troops in th^ 
Weft India iflands. If he examines them, he will find 
iiich a fcene of deplorable mifery, as would juftify me ir^ 
faying to the Weft Indians, Give me back the fohs of theu? 
<;ountry who have been transported thither, and I will 
reft ore to you all the wealth that you have fent here. 

" Much as has been faid upon that fubje£t, I fee no 
apprehenfion of the feparation of the Weft India iflanda 
from this country j for where are they to go for proteftion 
when they have quitted us ? Even fuppofing that not tQ 
be the cafe, I think too well of their loyalty to imagine 
for an inftant, that they would be guilty of fuch an zdi 
But putting their loyalty out of the queftion, we know 
that their ftate only exifts at the will of the mafters of the 
fea, for the mafters of the fea muft alfo be the mafters of 
their foil, and therefore, if they defert, virhere can they look 
to ? They can turn their eyes to no couHtry but England, 
and therefore to fuppofe that they would attend neither 
to their duty, their loyalty, or their intereft, is to queftioa 
their underftanding and their honour. 

" With regard to the dread of infurreftions among the 
blackt there, that is in my opinjon of all apprehenfions 
the idleft. Are they really fo degraded by their fituationi 
fo reduced to that laft ftate of degradation, as to fee their 
brethren dragged to the ftiores of our iflands with plea* 
fure ? It is impofliible ; I do not believe the fa£l: ; on the 
contrary, it is my firm opinion, that they will receive thi* 
bill as a pledge that their condition will be more con- 
fidered hereafter ; for we cannot but deteft the principle 
upon which they have been dragged to our iflands. But 
have tbev (hewn difcontent under our government during 
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die long twenty years that the abolition has been the fub* 
jt6t of difcuffion ? If fuch a 4ifpofition had prerailed, 
would not it before now have made its appearance ? 
Would not rebellion and infurrection have been excited, 
when expe£lation of the pai&ng of this bill long fince was 
difappointed ? And for my own part I am free to fay^ I 
confider it as a difgrace to the Britifh Parliament, that it 
has not already been acceded to/* 

Lord Castlereagh.— " There is no fubjed in whidi 
I. have ever taken a part, refpe£ting which I have felt 

freater pain and anxiety than that now under your confi* 
eration. I feel that I am running counter to all the im« 
pulfes of my heart. I have certainly, on former occafions, 
not lefs than on the prefent, had the additional pang of 
differing from thofe with whom I have had the clofcft 
union of opinions in public life. If I have aded on fuch 
occafions with independence, the Houfe, I truft, wiH 
think that my fentiments are thofe of convidion, and of 
con virion alone. - 

^* In addition to the uneafinefs which the agitation of 
the prefent queftion has excited, I have the pain of refle£l- 
ing, that any interference of mine can be of mo fubftantial 
<titility, and I fhould have come forward at an earlier ftage, 
if I could have perfuaded myfelf, from what I obferved 
to be the fentiment of the Houfe, that in dating my opi* 
nions I was likely to induce parliament in any degree to 
abandon the meafure. But I did perceive during the laft 
feflion, that there was a growing tendency to adopt it, both 
in the legiflature and in the country, fo that it was out of 
the power of an individual, to oppofe any efFedual impedi- 
ment to the current which appeared to be refiftlefs. I have 
fatisfied my own judgment that this is a ftep which the 
moral feelings of the country and of parliament have de- 
termined to rake, that they have conclufively decided in 
favour of the meafure, whether wife or unwife, and that 
the experiment muft at all hazards be tried. The only 
feeling upon which I could be fuppofed to give oppofition 
to this meafure was, a full perfuafion upon my mind, that 
the principles on which my honourable friend (Mr. Wil- 
beRforce) adopted it, were not thofe which were likely 
io forward the obiefit laft Ici^^ 'vq. Nf\«v% Wsoss^ xhaihe 



has devoted a long and laborious life to attain that end^ 
(and he could not bring his ability into afbion without 
lome confiderable effeSky) btit I thought he did all this in 
a manner which was likely to defeat his own purpofes. 
He has wafted fourteen or fifteen years in perfuading this 
Houfe to make an experiment, which, if reforted to, will 
not be attended with the falutary confequences he pro- 
pofes ; on the contrary, I certainly do look with a very 
gloomy feeling to the effeGt* Not that I apprehend that 
ferious natibnal injury which many have predicted, but 1 
think that my honourable friend is now commencing «]i 
experiment in which he will wafte many more years, at 
the end of which he will find th^t he has not accompliflied 
what he defired. 

" I (hall (hortly ftate the principle upon which my 
jnind is fatisfied that this meafure will not forward the 
caufe of humanity $ and with all his good intentions, I 
think that my honourable friend has not taken the extenfive 
view necefiary to the fuccefs of his own objed. I think 
that my honourable friend has been more difpofed to con- 
lider this as a national queftion, than as a queftion in the 
Ihape in which it fhould be fairly exhibited ; as that fyftem 
upon which this country (hould a£l to promote the greateft 
amount of human happinefs, and to diminifh as much aa 
poffible the quantum of mifery in^the world. 

" It is impoflible for men to differ in refpeft to the evil 
itfelf particularly contemplated in this meafure. If we 
were to name the greateft affliftion which belongs to 
fociety, we could mention none more oppreflive than that 
which places human creatures in fuch a ftate of degradation 
as the Slave Trade, Still, however, though I may be 
wrong in my viaw of the fubjed, I think that the pra&ical 
refult of the meafure will be ineffeStuzl to any valuable 
purpofe, and there is no man more anxious for fuccefs in 
this refpe£t than f am ; but the ftrong convidiion of my 
mind is, that after doing great violence to the feelings and 
interefts of the Weft India planters, after fliaking their 
attachment to their country, we fliall make them breakers 
of the law inftead of doers of the law, that we ihall convert 
them into fmugglers, and drive them to that, to which at 
prefent they are difinclincd. After this bill has pafled, I 
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think the deaths in the middle paflage will be multiplied, 
for the flaves have been tranfported from Africa with lefs 
Ipfs of life by Britifti (hips, than by thofe of any other na- 
tion. With refpedl to the general amount of Africans ex- 
ported from the coaft, taking together the periods of peace 
and war, thrir number will in na degree be diminiflied, and 
all the advantages of our humane regulations to prevent 
that mifery which has been fo juftly complained of during 
the voyage, will be furrendered. 

** The difficulties alfo which the abolition may occafion, 
may deteriorate that part of the Weft Indies in which the 
new cultivation has taken place, and in the end it may 
drive fuch improvements from our own iflands into others. 
Into our own iflands flaves will ftill be imported, though 
it may ^dd to the price, becaufe you are going againft the 
intereft of the planter and againft the local authorities 
there. Thus, 8ir, the political refult of the experiment 
will be loft. 

'* Now, Sir, I muft (hortly ftate to the Houfe, that I 
think my honourable friend (Mr. Wtlberforce) has 
argued this' queftion on a narrow and unfair principle, be- 
caufe it has generally been contended, that if you can 
fatisfy your mind that there was an exifting population 
adequate to the fupport of its own numbers, then all mo- 
tive for the continuance of the trade would ceafe, and the 
abolition might be adopted. I have always been difppfed ta 
think,^.that if it were true that the population CQuld be thus 
kept up, fuch a fa6t would not go to the propriety of the ^ 
meafure ; I mean in point of humanity. Although it it 
true, that my honourable friend may fhew, that particular 
iHands have kept up their population, yet he cannot, with 
the fame fuccefs, reprefent that each particular eftate has 
maintained its numbers. Now the redundancy of one eftate 
does not circulate to the others, and it has ftruck me, that 
if the population were generally kept up, yet that by this 
internal variation, much mifchief muft be done ; for there 
is no fituation fo bad as where the negroes are overworked 
on account of the diminution of the hands employed. 

** Another eflfeft of this meafure will be, that the ne- 
groes will be carried to Demarara and Surinam, rather 
than to the iflands. I am not fo much in love with this 
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mode of applying Britifli capital, as to wifli that much 
more ihould be fent. to the colonies of our enemies. But 
this muft be the confequence of throwing embarrafTments 
in the way of the trade of our own iflands, and adding to 
the difficulties of extending their cultivation. Here, Sir^ 
I muft look at it in a national paint of view, and it pre- 
fents to me a very ferious profped, for if we are to carry 
our wealth from our own iflands to cultivate the territory 
of other powers, we (hall be confiderable lofers by the 
tranfition. Then you will not only narrow your own 
ftrength and refources, but you will fumifh your enemies 
with the means of efFefting your deftruftion ; you 
will be feeding his naval and colonial power more efFeftu- 
ally, than by any means of which he can avail himfelf in 
any other quarter of the globe. 

** I do not know that the danger of giving additional 
force to the maritime power of the enemy is fo ferious as 
to be fufficient to interfere with the faithful difcharge of 
any acknowledged moral duty j but I have never heard my 
honourable friend (Mr. Wilberforce) fairly conteft this 
part of the queftion, and fay that there was in this cafe a 
moral duty fo imperative as to preclude any confideration 
of expediency. 

*' I am prepared to fay, Sir, that the afts of the Britifli 
parliament cannot regulate the extent of the productions 
of nature : that muft be governed by events beypnd our 
controul ; and in proportion as the demand increafes for 
any particular article of produce, new trails of land will 
be fubmitted to cultivation fomewhere. Now, I thint^ 
my honourable friend will admit that there is no govern^ 
ment in the world which will permanently deal with de-^ 
pendencies upon the fame liberal principles as the parlia^ 
ment of Great Britain ; and if he drive the planters to 
feek the proteftion of other governments, he only renders 
the commerce they require lefs likely to be liberally con- 
duced. It is impoflible for me to think that Spain, Hol- 
land, or Portugal, would equally confult the principles of 
humanity in the management of this traffic, and I think 
my honourable friend will not flatter himfelf from the na*- 
ture of the communication from the French government 
to our minifter there, that any fatisfadory expeclatioa e^xv 
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he formed of the co-operation of that power in fuch a caufe» 
If my honourable friend exped better condud: from 
Spain, let him learn to regulate his views from the laws of 
Azt country for the adminiftration of the sovemment of 
her colonies. If he expeGt better condudi from Portugal, 
let him attend to the avidity with which they are endea« 
Touring to turn their capital to that trade, if he expefk 
better from Holland, at leaft he will not think that there 
will be any improvement on her part while under the do- 
minion of France. If he wi(h to judge of the eSeO: of 
his own experiment by that which has been tried with the 
planters of St. Croix, he may learn, that they have had as 
many negroes in that ifland fince the prohibition by the 
Danifh government as they had before, and all the differ- 
ence is, that they have received them by fmall and incon- 
venient, inftead of large and commodious veflels. If this 
be a true defcription of the courfe of things, by this mea- 
fure, inftead of advancing general happinefs, my honour- 
able friend will do a great injury to the caufe of humanity; 
and inftead of having a large extent of cultivation on our 
own iflands, he will weaken the controul of the Britifh 
parliament ^ and he will throw all the advantages into the 
nands of other governments, who Will be lefs attentive to 
their moral duties. 

<< But as I have faid before, I think that the fyftem is 
inefFe£lual to its objed:, and that my honourable friend has 
(et out upon a plan that will defeat his own deiigns. My 
honourable friend, inftead of fetiing this example to other 
couHtries which they will not follow, ought to have joined 
with them in putting down a common evil. He has taken 
his meafures fo unfortunately^ that inftead of producing a 

eeneral concurrence with other nations, he has held out a 
ounty to them to take up what Great Britain muft refign. 
If France were a power which you could tempt to any nego» 
ciation upon fuch a fubjedl, we (hould have faid, ** Let us 
adopt a common fyftem ;'* but every chance of thb kind 
is furrendered. My honourable friend has thrown out of 
his hand the means j he has removed the ground of aflb- 
ciation, for he has faid, " I will make the whole of 
the facrifice.** 

«• But 
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** But it may be obferved, that if I objeft to this mea- 
fure, to what other ihould I be difpofed to refort? To 
this I anfwer, that I would not in dealing with the colonieS, 
take up too flrong a principle of legiflation, becaufe I 
think fuch a ftrong principle will difappoint its own objefl:, 
and I certainly muft iook to the meafure with great appre- 
heniion^ becaufe^ if the parliament be to follow up thefe 
projects, it is placing itfelf in the ferioiis (ituation of legif* 
lating againft the local interefts of the colonies. What- 
ever may be the local rights, and I do not fay that* you 
cannot legiflate internally for the colonies, yet of this 1 am 
fure, that if you will have to contend againft all the local 
feelings, it will be a mofl up-hill work, and you can have 
no fecurity for the execution of your laws. Upon what 
principle does my honourable friend take up the prohibi- 
tion as the inftrutnent of his benevolent purpofes ? He 
may prevent Britifti (hips from going from Liverpool and 
other ports of the kingdom for the condufb of this trade, 
but he cannot prevent Britifh fubjecSls and Britifli capital 
from carrying it on under the flags of other powers, as 
imder thole of Portugal or any other independent ftate, 
I am difpofed to admit, that in time of war, it may be 
poflible for tlie maritime power of this, country, to throw 
■impediments in the way of this trade, but the flavcs, in- 
ftead of being conveyed in Britifli fhips, may be obtained 
from the neighbouring iflands of other powers, and thus 
the trade will be indirefUy fupported. 

** It is faid', that you cannot accomplifh your defign, 
namely, that of bringing up the population to its proper 
ftandard, unlefs you make it the intereft of the planter to 
breed flaves inftead of buying them ; and if my honour- 
able friend had taken it up on this principle, by ufing all 
means to make that the intereft of the planter, then he 
would have followed a different courfe, and he would not 
have introduced thofe impediments to the trade Which are 
munediately calculated to defeat his own purpofes. By iii- 
creafing a duty progreffively upon tlie importation of flaves, 
the obje(El would be anfwered, but now he has gone to the 
prohibition at once. The other would have been an addi- 
tional motive to increafe the breed of flaves, and. in confer 
i)uence» to diminiik the imporution . 

2 L ^^ \ 
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^^ I perceive that the Houfe is anxious to proceed to 
the 4ecirion« and I will not fruftrate its wifhes. If I had 
addreffed you earlier I fhould have flated at length my 
arguments -9 but I have feen fo preponderating an opinion 
in favour of (he queftion, that I have not been inclined 
to oppofe the impulfe of the public feeling, and if my 
vote could have occafioned tlie determination to be dif- 
ferent, I would ratlier have withheld that vote than have 
refided the general opinion. 

" I do not however augur favourably of the experiment. 
I think my honourable fiiend, with the belt intentions, has 
wailed a great deal of precious time on the fubjefl, and 
I think, that after the trial of fome years, he will find that 
he has been wholly difappointed," 

Mr. WiLBERFORCE. — " I tTuft that the. Houfe, now 
the bill has arrived at the lafl ftage, will permit me to 
trouble them with a few words on this fubje<^, for after 
what has been faid by my noble friend, it is almoft 
impoflible for me to fuffer the queftion to go to a divifion, 
without faying fomething upon it. In the firft place, I 
beg leave to call the obfervation of the Houfe to the ftate 
in which at length we now find ourfelves. It now is the 
queftion, wbetner the Slave Trade (hall be immediately 
concluded, or continued as iong as there is an acre of 
iincultiyated land in any of the iflands in our pofiTeffion 
to cultivate. Now, let the Houfe fee what it is they -are 
called upon to decide ; let them look to. the eitent to 
which the arguments of my honourable friends would 
carry them. In Jamaica alone there. are 909,000 acres x)i 
, Jand yet uncultivated, and to bring which into a ftate of 
.tillage, would require at the ufual rate of importation 
more than a million, or about 1,200,000 negroes^ and no 
lefs a period than two hundred and forty years. In 
Trinidad, the calculation would nearly amount to the 
fame, there being more than 8o«,ooo acres of land not 
• yet brought into culture. Thus about two millions of 
human beings would be necefiary to be tranfported thi- 
. tiber, and no lefs a length of time than 48s years would 
be. completed, before the obje£fc defired by the gradual 
abolitionifts would be attained^ and till thenj ^QQo^Hsxg.to 

then' 
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them, th6 Slave Trade (hould continue. But-tHc Houfe 
will not permit the Slave Trade to go on, on any fuch 
principles, for it is impoffible for them not to fee the real 
amount and tendency of fuch arguments. 

** But one of the honourable gentlemen have denied a 
great principle upon which we have mainly refted the. 
queftion ; I mean that the Slave Trade produces innume- 
rable afts of cruelty and barbarity in the interior of Af- 
rica. He, however, only argued in generals, and he 
dextroufly avoided defcending to particulars, becaufe it 
was impoffible for the honourable gentleman to go into- 
the proof of them, for he muft have known, that not 
enly thofe who fupported, but thofe who oppofed us, all 
agreed that wars in Africa were occafioned by the Slave 
Trade. Mr. Bryan Edwards dated in the cleareft and 
ttrongeft manner in his fpeech, which I have now before 
me, delivered in the Aflembly of Jamaica, that fuch was 
the fa6b, and he faid that I had been corrcftly informed 
refpedting the African part of the cafe. He had madef 
it his bufinefs, by converfing with his own negroes, to 
afcertain the faft, and he obferves, that to fay that the 
flaves confided only of tonvifted criminals was impoffible 
to be believed ; was insult and mockery. 

" The eflfcfts of this traffic on the continent of Africa 
have, in general, been as little controverted as the fafts 
which prove its enormity ; and as to the efFefts which 
the abolition may produce in the Weft Indies, though 
this has been more a fubjefk of controverfy, yet I think 
it will admit of the moft fatisfaftory proof that, inftead 
of being injurious to the planters, it will be one of the 
grcateft benefits to them which could be imagined. 

** But then, fays my right honourable friend, ** You are 
not confident in your proceedings. If you a<Eicd confiftr 
ently with your profefled principles, you would emanci* 
pate the flaves in the Wed Indies.*' That argument Jt 
think was fully anfwered by another gentleman, but per- 
mit me to fay a word upon it for myfelf. I do |ook forward 
with great expedlation to a change, a mod happy change, 
in the date or the flaves in confequence of this meafure; 
But then that change cannot be indantaneoufly. efie£led. 
4nd becauff ^ cahiiot, becaufe you cannot put an end 
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to all exiftlng evils at once ; are you to put an end to 
none? Suppofing that a perfon by an extremity of iJl 
ufage> by the moft fevere cruelty, had b^cn diiven to 
madnefs, that he had been forced into a dungeon, and 
was reduced to fuch a ftate, that exiftence feemed 'no 
longer a blefling, but a burthen. Suppofe that I had dif- 
covered his wretched fituation, and that I was to fay to 
my right honourable friend, *' Let us fend for a phyfi- 
cian, that he may lake into his confideration the unhappy 
cafe of this vi<fiim. By proper treatment, we may per- 
haps hope to fee him reftored to his fenfes, and put into 
a capacity of enjoying his freedom." " No," fays my- 
rii^ht honourable friend, " you muft do complete juftic^ 
you muft relenfe him immediately; I will be no party to 
fuch a dereli<3:ion of principle." And yet would not 
fuch an immediate releafe be both u juft and inju- 
rious to himfelf, and perhaps to many others who might 
be injured by his being let loofe on fociety ? Juftice 
furely would require that we fliould firil prepare him for 
the enjoyment of liberty, and then, after he was fitted 
for its reception, might freedom be given him. 

" My noble friend fays, I apprehend that no good at 
all will be done by the bill, becaufe the flaves will ftill be 
fmuggled clandeftinely into the iilands, and the planters 
will obtain a fupply as readily as if the trade had been 
continued." It is curious enough to hear this kind of 
reafoning from one who has fo ilrongly oppofed the 
American intercourfe bill, on the grouiKl that the preven- 
tion of the importation even of articles of the firft neceffity 
from America igto our iflands was practicable by revenue 
regulations. If fo, may not the introdu£^ion of flaves 
into our inlands be prevented in the fame manner, and 
rauch more eafily.* But then, faid another of my honour- 
able friends, the fame introduftion of negroes which you 
Cannot prevent by abfolute prohibition, you may prevent 
by impofing a high duty. In anfwer to this argument, I muft 
beg to a& the Houfc, if it is not clear that it is infinitely 
more difficult to prevent the abufes of a particular pradice) 
than to put a ftop to it intirely ? On our plan, a flave ihipi 
if found in any of our .iflands after the paffing th^ bill, or 
on the coaft of Africa, or on the intermediate yoyage, may 

be 
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be captured. But on the plan of my honourable friencL 
the (hip may pafs fafely through all the preceding ftages or 
her courfe without any diflurbance, and would incur no ^ 
rifk except in the attempt to avoid paying duties^ by ^t. 
fmuggling the flaves afliore. Is it not obvious that this 
fmuggling would be more difficult when the trade was 
wholly prohibited, than when it was permitted on the pay- 
ment of a duty ? 

" My noble friend next fays, that before w« 
brought in the bill, we (hould have confulted France, 
Spain, Portugal, and Holland, and have brought them, 
over to the meafure ; whereas now, the bill will be inef- 
fe<£bual, as they will continue to carry on the trade. This^ 
Sir, is really more than one can well bear ; it is really too 
much. Sir, that one of the very perfons who has been pre* 
eminent in producing the long delay, fhould not only fay 
this, but that he fhould at the fame time afTert that it is im- 
pofBble for us to obtain the concutrence of any foreign 
country. Sir, I do not deny that there was a time, when 
if we had a6led according to the didiates of confcience, wc 
might have obtained the concurrence of foreign nations, 
when they would have given us credit for the purity and • 
uprightnefs of our motive, and then they might have been 
ready to have coincided with us ; but that they will do lb 
now, I am not fo fanguine as to hope at lead to the fame 
extent, although I believe that even the tSeGt of this great 
example will not be loft, 

** With refpe£k to another point which has been much 
infifted on, I mean the infurre^lions which are likely to 
arife in tlie Weft Indies, I fliall think it right to fay a fevr 
words ; and though I maintain, that if you were devifing 
the beft means to prevent infurredions, the firft ftep you 
ihould take ought to be to abolifti the Slave Trade, yet 
under all the circumftances of the cafe as it now ftands, I 
dare not be fo fanguine as to think that infurred^ions may 
not occur in the iflands, and particularly in that of Ja<p 
maicaj where the importations have lately been very large. 
It ought to be mentioned, that in St. Domingo the infur* 
re£lion was preceded by great importations, and I confefs 
that I am not without my fears of a danger of this kind ; 
but at the fame time I am comfif^rtcd by tjbe confiderationi 



that, even during tKe time when the greateft ferixient might 
Eave been exfe&eAy I mean while the difcuilion has been 
going forward in parliament, no difturbance has taken 
place. The agitation of the queftion was what feemed 
mod likely to have produced the mifchief, and no mif chief 
having been produced by it, we may hope that the eiTe& 
will not be fuch as is dreaded by fome gentlemen. But 
if there be any truth in thefe apprehenfions, what but 
abfolute neceffity would make us pioceed with the trade, 
when the blacks are already fo numerous, that they could, 
at any moment they think proper, take the power into 
their own hands ? 

*• My honourable friend (Mr. H. Thornton) has 
ahready fhewed the Houfe from the Roman Hiftory what 
was the effeGt of a fimilar meafure to this upon the flaves 
of that empire, and I cannot help thinking, that the cfFecl 
will be the fame in the Weft Indies. , Neither my noble 
friend (Lord CASTLgREAGH) nor my right honourable 
friend (Mr. Windham) in all that they have addrefled to 
ihe Houfe, have faid one fyllable to fhew any reafon 
why the flaves fhould not encreafe in the Weft Indies, a 
climate as favourable to population as that of America; 
where fo great is the inrreafe, that they are found to double 
their numbers in the courfe of twenty-four years. My 
ffTofpefts, as to the efFeci of this bill for the abolition of the 
Slave Trade, are very extenfive^ and though I cannot dif- 
charge my mind from all fear of poihble infurreftion, yet 
I think, that the conclufion of the trade is the meafure 
whifch is moft likely to prevent that dreadful ifl'ue, while it 
^produces the happieft effecfts in a variety of direftions. 
And, Sir, when we confider what the profpeft before us 
In confequence of this bill now is, I cannot think, now 
that we are about to witnefs the termination of our 
labours, that nineteen years have been loft in endeavour- 
ing to obtain the defired objeft. I truft, Sir, that the 
time will come, when we fhall difcover that the period 
Employed in endeavouring to refcue a whole continent from 
the greateft evil by which it could be affiled, and which 
has prevented eivilization from penetrating and enlight? 
ening not only its recefles, but even its outfltirts, has not 
bten fpeut entvely iu. •yaim*>"The endeaYOur to repair our 
t'^- paft 
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paft wrongs to Africa by giving -up our fliare of this-dt- 
teftable trade, is mod meritorious ; and if the other gr^at 
nations of Europe fliall not; be inclined to follow our €1^- 
ample on the grounds of humanity and juftice, yet ftilii 
if they confider their own interefts, they will -coincide 
with us, in either not refuming the traffic at all, or in to- 
tally relinquifting it; and I cannot help thinking, that tlw 
more we {hall attend to improve the condition of Africg, 
now that the bar to the civilization of that continent ^ 
removed, the more we Ihall conduce to pur own com- 
mercial profperity and true happinefs. 

" As to the re-confi deration of this fubjeft, which hiks 
been fo flrenuoufly recommended, we muft be aware thiU: 
the reconfideration of plain moral fubjefts often ariii^;; 
from a wi(h to find arguments which may help us to efcape 
from the confcientious fcruples we may ent^rtain^ of 
to fupprefs the honeft conviflion of our own minds. 

*' To the confequences of the meafure on the date of our 
Weft India colonies, I . look forward with but little 
anxiety, for let the Houfe remember, that we do not pro- 
ceed merely upon fpeculation with refpedt to them, but 
on calculations which cannot be difputed. And even .if 
we be thou^t by fome to proceed only on fpeculatiqjft, 
yet let it be recollected, that we are afting-in unifOn wi^ 
the opinion of perhaps one of the ableft men :tbat ever 
breathed, and whp^ had turned the whole force ef hjlis 
great mind to the confuleration of the policy of this mea- 
fure, I mean Mr. Pitt. Nor is tliere one man of literary 
^eminence, whofe judgment has been confidered of any 
value in fociety, but has given his fan£l:ion in favor ,q{ ibk 
abolition. One honourable gentleman exhorted us in 
profecuting this meafure, to feek out the path of duty. 
We have found that path, and will adhere to it : but if 
we looked folely to confiderations of interefl, ftill we 
might, with fafety, put an end to the trade. If we have 
erred from the right path, we have erred with the greateft 
men who ever lived in any age or country. Not only 
might I enumerate one or two individuals, but I might 
go on to name almoft every perfon of confequence or 
fame who has written or fpoken upon the fubjefl. Not 
only might I allude to thofe, whofe fupport I at prefent 
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receive, but I might alfo enumerate perfons, whofe writ- 
ings in later days have adorned, enlightened, or improved 
fociety ; and it is now that thefe gentlemen, who oppofe 
us, come forward to affert, that the Ihock this meafure 
will occafion, ought to be gradually adminiftered. Such, 
Sir, has been the concurrence my endeavours have met 
with, that I have even had the fatisfadlion to perceive, 
that it has had the effeOi of putting an end to prejudice, 
and of extinguiihing the violence of party feeling.'* 

[Mr. WiLBERFORCE here alluded to fome individuals, 
who had done themfelves immortal honour by their fire- 
nuous and perfevering exertions in this great caufe, 
on all of whom he pronounced appropriate eulogies; 
Mr. Pitt and Mr. Fox, Lord Grenville, the Biihop of 
London, Mr. Granville Sharp, Mr. Clarkfon, Mr. 
Rofcoe the Member for Liverpool, and the different 
members of the prefent adminiftration ; but in this part of 
his fpeech it proved impoilible to follow him. He con- 
cluded with congratulating the Houfe and the country 
on the adoption of this bill, which he regarded as one 
of the greateft fervices that had been rendered 'to hu- 
manity, and on the general principles which had been 
avowed as the foimdation of the proceeding ; and he ex- 
prefled his fenfe of the obligation under which he, the 
lioufe, and the kingdom at large, had been laid, by the 
noble manner in which His Majefty's prefent minifters 
had acted with refped to this great meafure.] 

The bill was now read a third time and paifed, and it 
was ordered, that Mr. Wilberforce do carry the feme to^ 
the Lords. 
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HOUSE OF LORDS, 

MONDAY, MARCH 23d, 1807. 

ON the motion of Lord Gremvillb, the order of 
the day for confidering the amendments introduced by the 
Ho\^fe of Commons into the bill, for the abolition of the 
Slave Trade, was read. 

After a fpeech of fome length from the Bi(hop of 
LandafF, in favour of the bill, and from the Earl of 
Weftmoreland againft^ and a few obfervations from the 
Marquis of Sligo and the Duke of Norfolk,, the feveral 
amendments were read and agreed to. 

Lord Grenville.— ** I now move your Lordfhips, 
that a meflage be fent to the Commons, to fignify your 
a/Ten t to the amendments made by them. Permit me, 
my Lords, for the laft time, to congratulate the Houfe 
upon the completion of one of the mod glorious tafks 
that was ever performed for the public benefit.'* 



The motion of Lord Grenville was carried nem con. 
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